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January 2, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular meeting and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jessie Caruthers; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, and Keta Asbury, Assistant Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Commissioner Caruthers led the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

Chairman Taylor welcomed incoming Clerk of Circuit Court Kenneth Dasher.

Clerk Dasher addressed the Board, thanking them for their welcome and offering to work closely with all departments and offices in a spirit of mutual benefit and cooperation for Suwannee County.  He advised the Board that he would drop the lawsuit between the Clerk’s Office and the Board concerning office space and work to solve the problem through discussion and cooperation.

The first item on the agenda was the chairman calling for emergency additional agenda items.  Any emergency additional matters the Board agreed to consider at this meeting would be heard under Agenda Item No. 19, Emergency Additional Agenda Items.  There were two items for discussion:

A.
Approval of payment of Pay Application No. 4 to Bradley Construction Company in the amount of $113,907.20 for work done on the Courthouse Renovation Project. (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

B. Commissioner Udell to discuss the naming of members to the Private Road Committee.

Commissioner Udell motioned to dismiss the counter-claim on the Clerk’s office space suit.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Poole motioned to add the aforementioned items to the agenda under item number nineteen.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to recognize Barbara Gill for her work on Census 2000.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, asked that this item be postponed until the February regular Board meeting.

The third item on the agenda was for Reverend F. W. Williams, Jr. to request waiver of rental fee for use of Exhibition II on January 15, 2001 to hold a celebration commemorating the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Reverend Williams addressed the Board and requested waiver of the rental fee for the use of Exhibition II.

Commissioner Udell motioned to waive rental fees for use of Exhibition II on January 15, 2001 to hold a celebration commemorating the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and after discussion that such waivers were normal, the motion carried unanimously.

The fourth item on the agenda was Public Concerns or Comments.

Mr. George Fuller addressed the collection sites under Agenda item No. 5.  He stated that the roadway near collection sites on CR 136A, CR 49 South, and others were in poor shape from the collection trucks not staying on the roadway.  Mr. Fuller stated the trucks were ruining the pavement edges and suggested that the County needed more preventive maintenance.

The fifth item on the agenda was to present discussion regarding garbage collection sites and possible Board action.

Commissioner Udell stated he had received numerous complaints over the holidays regarding the inability to dispose of garbage due to collection sites being closed.  He proposed a walk-in gate or some other solution at the sites for use when they are closed with no attendant.   

Discussion ensued over the issue.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, addressed the Board and stated that the land use plan needed to be verified to permit open and unmanned sites.  He pointed out there had been a problem with theft and vandalism, and illegal materials being dumped.  

Sheriff Williams stated he would encourage enforcement of penalties for spilled loads or unlawful dumping.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve selection of one site per district to run a trial basis of a walk-in gate contingent upon permissibility of land use and deed restrictions.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.    

  Chairman Taylor called a short break at 9:50 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The sixth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.


Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that there would be a legislative delegation hearing on January 8th from 2:30-4:30 p.m., some future action would be needed to finalize the Prison property closing, the Auditor General’s Audit was forthcoming, and that Final Budget Amendments would be forthcoming to close out the 1999-2000 budget year.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director, advised the Board that Superior Waste and Waste Management would attend the workshop on the Landfill.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, gave a report on forthcoming programs at the Libraries, the large demand for preschool and kindergarten programs, staff problems, and his appointment to the Florida Technology Taskforce.  Mr. Hales also answered Commissioner Hatch on identifying the needs of Family Literacy, and stated most referrals came through the school system although other referrals were available through HRS programs.


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, advised the Board on soccer programs, programs in the Town of Wellborn, the construction of lighting fixtures at the Sports Complex, and that Hale Park in the City of Live Oak was receiving new fencing and lighting improvements.

Commissioner Udell asked about the lighting inside the Recreation Building on Duval Street.  Mr. Scott explained that the lighting system was old and poor and would need budgeting to upgrade.  He advised the Board that he was applying for a grant for a general upgrade of all systems.

Commissioner Hatch asked about grants for the Branford Recreation Programs.  Mr. Scott explained the Budgeting situation with Branford.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, had nothing to discuss.

The seventh item on the agenda was to request permission to advertise for bids to purchase a pickup truck.

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, addressed the Board and explained the request.  He explained the process last year of the lack of receiving any bids on a used truck and the purchase through a public auction.  He stated he had received bids through the Florida Association of Counties, which was more flexible on additions and alterations.  Mr. Sharpless stated after reviewing his budget, he had $20,623 to purchase a new truck, outfitted as desired.  He requested permission to purchase the vehicle through Florida Association of Counties with the supplier being Duval Ford.

Commissioner Udell motioned for the Maintenance Director to purchase a truck through the Florida Association of Counties, with the supplier being Duval Ford.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers asked the difference in the State Bid, and was answered that it was about $1,000.  The motion carried unanimously.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request by Anne Doswell for leave of absence without pay.

Mr. Hales stated there was a policy in place and due to extreme personal and family medical problems, the employee with Mr. Hales’ full recommendation had requested leave.

Commissioner Caruthers motioned to grant a request by Anne Doswell for leave of absence without pay.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The ninth item on the agenda was to award bids for widening and resurfacing of CR 250 and CR 132.

Mr. Brown stated that the bids had been reviewed and he and Mr. Curtis Keen, County Engineer, recommended the Columbia Anderson proposal:  CR 250 for $638,391.92, and CR 132 for $736,643.32.  This would involve the contractor laying rock and the County doing the shoulder work.  Mr. Brown advised the Board that the allowance for Department of Transportation estimates were $807,400 for CR 250 and $869,000 for CR 132.


Commissioner Udell motioned to accept and award the bids for widening and resurfacing CR 250 and CR 132 to Columbia Anderson Construction Company for $638,391.92 and $736,643.32, respectively.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers suggested a better system of tracking limerock picked up by the contractor other than allowing the contractor to keep the records of limerock the County has provided.  The motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 1 in the amount of $10,270 to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for field surveys, design plans and bid documents for CR 132 widening and resurfacing project.  (See Agreement No. 2001-26)

Mr. Brown recommended the payment to Mr. Keen for work already accomplished.

Commissioner Caruthers motioned to approve payment of Invoice No. 1 in the amount of $10,270 to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for field surveys, design plans and bid documents for CR 132 widening and resurfacing project.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 1 in the amount of $9,542 to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for field surveys, design plans and bid documents for CR 250 widening and resurfacing project.  (See Agreement No. 2001-27)

Commissioner Poole motioned to approve payment of Invoice No. 1 in the amount of $9,542 to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for field surveys, design plans and bid documents for CR 250 widening and resurfacing project.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 4 in the amount of $60,869.56 to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for construction inspection and job monitoring through December 20, 2000 for CR 49 widening and resurfacing project.

Mr. Brown recommended payment.

Commissioner Poole motioned to approve payment of Invoice No. 4 in the amount of $60,869.56 to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for construction inspection and job monitoring through December 20, 2000 for CR 49 widening and resurfacing project.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Periodic Pay Request No. 4 in the amount of $540,706.25 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work done on CR 49 widening and resurfacing project.

Mr. Brown recommended payment and pointed out there was a retainage yet to be paid.  Commissioner Caruthers asked about a section that appeared problematic. Mr. Keen advised it was appearance only and was acceptable.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve approval of payment of Periodic Pay Request No. 4 in the amount of $540,706.25 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work done on CR 49 widening and resurfacing project.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $6,450 for underground electrical service feed and water line upgrade pertaining to addition to the Suwannee County Health Department.

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that the change order had been reviewed by the engineer and was necessary.

Commissioner Hatch motioned for approval of Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $6,450 for underground electrical service feed and water line upgrade pertaining to addition to the Suwannee County Health Department.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Change Order No. 2 in the amount of $4,918 for modifications to electrical/mechanical room and duct work for installation of additional three ton straight cool with electric heat, installation of telephone and computer line conduit, relocation of water cooler and emergency light, and addition of exit light pertaining to addition to the Suwannee County Health Department.

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that the City of Live Oak required the water cooler and emergency lights and the additional air conditioning capacity was prudent to add now.

Commissioner Poole motioned for approval of Change Order No. 2 in the amount of $4,918 for modifications to electrical/mechanical room and duct work for installation of additional three ton straight cool with electric heat, installation of telephone and computer line conduit, relocation of water cooler and emergency light, and addition of exit light pertaining to addition to the Suwannee County Health Department.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of John Robinson and Arnold Hunter to the Code Enforcement Board.

Commissioner Udell motioned to reappoint John Robinson and Arnold Hunter to the Code Enforcement Board.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of W. W. Williams, Sr. as at-large lay member on Construction Industry Licensing Board.

Commissioner Udell moved to reappoint W. W. Williams, Sr. as at-large lay member on Construction Industry Licensing Board.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of John Manning from District One to the Private Roads Committee.

Commissioner Caruthers stated this might overlap with the corresponding additional agenda item.  It was decided to discuss the appointment with the additional agenda item.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

Mr. Harvey asked to address item B first.

B. Commissioner Udell to discuss the naming of members to the Private Road Committee.

Commissioner Udell submitted the name of Mrs. Jackie Conger.

Commissioner Poole submitted the name of Mr. Norman Anders.

Commissioner Hatch submitted the name of Mr. Arthur Simone.

Commissioner Caruthers submitted the name of Mr. John Manning.

Chairman Taylor had no name for submission at this time.

A. Approval of payment of Pay Application No. 4 to Bradley Construction Company in the amount of $113,907.20 for work done on the Courthouse Renovation Project.

Mr. Harvey recommended the payment be made, but that this was not the final payment.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve payment of Pay Application No. 4 to Bradley Construction Company in the amount of $113,907.20 for work done on the Courthouse Renovation Project.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoices.

Commissioner Udell motioned to pay batch 2001-119 through 2001-135 in the amount of $1,801,830.95.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Warrants Issued Report

FUND


AMOUNT

1
GENERAL FUND
$
286,127.23 

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00 

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
447,402.81 

118
STATE ATTORNEYS  OFFICE
$
9,247.20 

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
9,453.70 

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
10.49 

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
12,255.22 

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
20,310.60 

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00 

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
$
5,138.16 

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00 

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
13,663.63 

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
768,136.21 

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
39,892.82 

172
RECREATION FUND
$
13,573.21 

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
24,006.33 

251
RENOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00 

351
RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
$
119,055.89 

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
23,845.99 

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
9,711.46 


GRAND TOTAL
$
1,801,830.95 

The twenty-first item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Udell spoke about the progress on some County Buildings and suggested that Steve Sharpless be added to the Staff Reports so he may brief the Board on County buildings.

Commissioner Caruthers asked to have the Logo contest and employee vehicle use policy added to the next agenda.

Commissioner Udell thanked various County staff for their assistance to the Board.

Commissioner Hatch motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Udell seconded.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 10:55 a.m.

____________________________________








ROBERT TAYLOR, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD








OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

___________________________________

KENNETH DASHER,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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