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December 21, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Odom called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m., and asked Commissioner Scott to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Odom stated that agenda item numbers twelve and sixteen had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.

There were two additional agenda items to be discussed:

1) Sheriff Al Williams to request approval of Deputies’ Annual Blanket Bonds.

2) To discuss retaining Mr. Steve Durant for the Ed Howell suit.

Chairman Odom called for any further items.  There were none.

Commissioner Scott motioned to add the aforementioned items to the agenda under agenda item number twenty-five.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom moved agenda item numbers thirteen and fourteen before agenda item number two.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was for Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to discuss adjustments of ambulance service fees.

Mr. Murel McDonald approached the podium and requested an increase in fees to provide for emergency services.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the increase of fees.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was for Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to request enactment of a Declaration of a Local State of Emergency for activation of the Emergency Operations Center for December 31, 1999 in preparation for possible Y2K computer problems.

Mr. McDonald approached the podium and read the resolution, explaining it as he did so.  He stated that the resolution had been changed from those that were in the agenda packet, explaining that there were two resolutions, one of which had been missing a signature page.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve a resolution to open the Emergency Operations Center on December 31, 1999.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-18)

Commissioner Scott motioned to allow the Chairman to sign and activate a resolution declaring a local state of emergency if necessary.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-19)

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of meetings held on October 5, 14, 19, 21, and November 2, 1999.

Commissioner Udell asked that for clarification the words “paper products” should replace “paper cups.”  The change was appropriate and was corrected.

Commissioner Baker asked that the minutes be submitted in a timelier manner.  Chairman Odom also agreed.  Commissioner Udell, Commissioner Scott, and Commissioner Taylor asked that the minutes be ready by the next meting.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Chairman should demand, not ask, the Clerk to expedite the minutes.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was for Royce Peaden to request approval to erect a four-sided gazebo-type structure as an Eagle Scott Project at the Live Oak Junior Woman’s Club Park at the Coliseum Complex.

Mr. Peaden presented his proposal to build the structure.

Commissioner Baker asked if loose debris would be picked up daily for safety reasons and also about insurance liabilities.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that the building project was insured by the county from such accidents.

Commissioner Scott motioned to accept the project and waive the fees associated with it.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourth item on the agenda was for Cleatos McCook, Chief of the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department, to discuss the financial condition of the department.

Mr. McCook and Mr. Ray Freeman approached the podium, asking for help with funding construction of the new fire department station.  Mr. McCook related how he had almost lost his home to fire recently, and the fire station was needed.  He also stated that the fire department’s equipment had been out in the weather since October, which was not good on the vehicles.  Mr. McCook stated that the Falmouth Fire Department was not simply building an equipment barn, but a fire station/community building for the public.

Mr. Freeman thanked the County Public Works Department for assistance in the site preparation.  He discussed the cost of the building, $24,307.43, of which $10,000 has been raised or budgeted already.  Mr. Freeman then explained the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department’s general financial situation.

Mr. George Fuller asked about the size of the building and to whom the building would belong.

Mr. Freeman stated that the building would be 40’x60’x16’.

Commissioner Udell stated that the land was leasehold property and the building would be County property.  He then asked Mr. Harvey where the County could find the money to pay for the remaining costs.

Mr. Harvey stated that constructing the fire station had not been budgeted, but funds could be transferred from reserves.  He stated that requests usually came from the Fire Service Network and Fire Committee, after which it was submitted to the Board of County Commissioners for approval.

Commissioner Taylor supported the Fire Service Network review.

Mr. Freeman stated that he had discussed the issue with the Fire Services Network, and no one was opposed to the assistance for the fire station.

Commissioner Baker stated that three years ago, the County had a situation with the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department and their building, so he thought the Fire Services Network should have some input.

Commissioner Taylor stated that helping the volunteer fire departments would help Suwannee County citizens.

Mr. McCook reminded the Board that the community had already contributed some $10,000 to a building that would ultimately become County property.  He further stated that all the volunteers were contributing to the county and the community.

Commissioner Udell asked if the Fire Services Network could meet before the next Board meeting.  He was told that they could not.

Commissioner Baker stated that he supported the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department, but wanted input from the Fire Services Network.

Commissioner Udell stated that he would like to expedite the construction of the building and asked Mr. Daniel R. Sivyer, County Fire Coordinator, if the Fire Services Network could meet and expedite the issue.  Mr. Sivyer stated that the Fire Services Network could meet before the next regular Board meeting if the Board so wished.

Mr. Don Wainwright asked if the building was bid or how the building type was decided, and offered to provide a septic tank at cost or possibly even for free.

Mr. McCook explained the building’s construction and that volunteers would likely provide labor to erect the building.  He also stated that concrete construction was attractive, and was in fact a better structure.

Mr. Sivyer noted that the Fire Services Network could meet on January 2, 2000, as he must first gain approval from the Fire Committee.  The meeting would need to be advertised to the public first, however.

The fifth item on the agenda was to award a bid for a hot water supply boiler for the Suwannee County Jail.

Mr. Paul Dial, Maintenance Director, approached the podium and recommended a boiler from Certified Air Contractors, for a total cost of $22,903.00.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the purchase of a hot water supply boiler from Certified Air Contractors, for a total cost of $22,903.00.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

At 6:58 p.m., Chairman Odom called a short break.
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Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The sixth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution to hold a public hearing concerning an Application for a Road Closing by Thomas Erskin and Dora Erskin; James Parnell and Debbie Parnell; Frances Parnell and Bessie Parnell; Kenneth Cope and Elaine Cope; and Earl Box to close 107th Road.

Ms. Robinette Robinson, Planning and Zoning Director, approached the podium and presented the proposed resolution in detail.  She stated that 107th Road is a county graded road, but procedure was to advertise for a public hearing.  Ms. Robinson stated that January 18, 2000 would allow enough time for the advertising to be completed.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and stated that there may be factors to consider that would preclude the Board’s desire to hold a public hearing.  He made reference to Florida Rock properties in the vicinity, and that the closing of the road could deny them access to the railroad and I-10.  Mr. Harvey stated that there were 190 feet of the road that were in dispute, and the survey involved some legal issues which were tabled in March of 1999.  He suggested that the Board may not want to consider closing the road.

Commissioner Udell remembered the prior road closing issue and the disputed 190 feet, and did not want to continue with the road closing.

Mr. Thomas Erskin approached the podium and stated that 111th Place provided access to the Florida Rock property, which is only about one quarter of a mile away.

Mr. Harvey pointed out that 109th Road and 111th Place made reference to properties of Mr. Logan and Mr. Wainwright.  He suggested that Florida Rock was separated by 111th Place by the property of Mr. Logan, Mr. Wainwright, Mr. Fullbright, and North Florida C & D.

Mr. Erskin stated that Florida Rock no longer owned any of the land.

Mr. Wainwright stated that the land formerly belonging to Florida Rock and North Florida C & D was now his property.  He stated that he had access to CR 107, but not 11th Place.  Mr. Wainwright did not want his access denied and the matter was before the court.

Commissioner Udell stated that he would defer to the court case just discussed.

Mr. Parnell stated that the road had not been maintained past his son’s first driveway for some 15 years, and no Florida Rock trucks had hauled in the area.

Mr. Harvey stated that if Mr. Wainwright owned all the land formerly owned by Florida Rock, then 111th Place may not be a County road in the strictest sense of the word, but may provide public access to Mr. Wainwright’s property.  Mr. Harvey stated that the road would still provide access to Mr. Wainwright, but the 190 feet on 107th Road was still in dispute.

Mr. Wainwright stated that he had temporary access to 111th Place but no continuing legal right to use it in the future.

Commissioner Udell motioned to deny the road closing without prejudice.

Commissioner Scott stated that he would rather table the issue than deny it because of petitioner fees.

Commissioner Udell restated his motion to deny advertising for a public hearing on the road closing without prejudice.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider Special Permit Request No.SP 99-12-01 by Sen T. Nguyen and Van T. Nguyen for intensive agriculture (one additional poultry house) on property zoned A-1.

Ms. Robinson approached the podium and presented the proposed request, stating that it met all requirements.

Mr. Sen Nguyen and Mr. Tim Roberts of Goldkist approached the podium and were sworn in by Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.  They requested that the new chicken house be allowed.

 Commissioner Udell asked Ms. Robinson if anyone objected to the new chicken house and if all land use regulations were met.

Ms. Robinson stated that all requirements were met, but several people objected to the new chicken house.

Commissioner Baker asked if the compost areas were sufficient.

Mr. Roberts replied that a pit was currently in use that met the requirements.

Mr. William J. Webster approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Webster stated that numerous neighbors had moved because of the odor, flies, and vultures resulting from the chicken house operations and open pit.  He stated that there were sinkholes on his property and that owned by the Nguyens, and they may be connected to an aquifer.  Mr. Webster presented a list of signed petitions opposing additional chicken houses on the property.

Ms. Joyce Webster approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.

Commissioner Udell discussed particles blown about by fans and asked if the petitioners had a problem with particles blowing from the old houses or from the proposed location of the new chicken house.  He also asked if the new chicken house could be located so that it was not a mere 490 feet from Mr. Webster’s residence.

Mr. Roberts stated that it might be possible to move the chicken house.  He pointed out on the drawing where the chicken house might be located by chicken house #5, which would be another 300 feet away from the Webster’s.

Commissioner Udell asked if moving the proposed building would require a new application.  Ms. Robinson stated that moving the building would require a new site plan.

More discussion involving Chairman Odom, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Roberts, and others ensued on where other neighbor’s homes were located and the proximity of the alternate site for the new chicken house.

Mr. Harvey suggested tabling the issue until January 18, 2000, for other neighbors to make potential complaints.

Mr. Roberts stated that there was a schedule for providing eggs for the operation, and tabling the issue too long would set back the entire operation.

Mr. Harold Hunt, hatchery manager of Goldkist, stated that pullets must be scheduled for placement a year in advance.  The delay caused by tabling the issue may place the petitioner a year behind in constructing and receiving his chickens.

Commissioner Udell asked why tabling the issue would delay the operation for a year.  Mr. Hunt explained in further detail how pullet placement must be scheduled a year in advance in order to adequately determine the number of chickens to be processed at the end of the year.

Commissioner Taylor questioned a tentative conditional approval.  Mr. Airth advised against such an approval. 

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Webster that if transporting litter off-site would be acceptable and if the blowers could be turned to another direction.

Mr. Harvey suggested letting the parties discuss the issues with the zoning director and revisit the issue later in the meeting.

Commissioner Scott pointed out that the site complied with County laws, and suggested opening a public hearing to see if there were another other objections or motion to act upon the request.

Commissioner Baker wanted to see an aerial view of the property in question, then asked both Mr. Nguyen and Mr. Roberts questions regarding the site and property lines.

Chairman Odom advised Commissioner Baker that the issue needed to be moved along.  He asked Mr. Airth for advice.  Mr. Airth stated that it was appropriate to open the floor to public comments.

Chairman Odom opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. George Fuller suggested tabling the issue to give other neighbors the opportunity to be advised of the change in the site plan and respond if they so wished.

There being no more comments, Chairman Odom closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell motioned to place the new chicken house behind house #5.  Commissioner Scott seconded.

Commissioner Baker believed the original site plan was as close to the center of the parcel as possible.  He suggested that moving it would move it closer to a property line.  Ms. Robinson suggested that a substantial site plan change should require notification to the surrounding neighbors.  Mr. Airth agreed with the suggestion and believed that the Board should approve or disapprove the plan as submitted, or make a much more minor change.  Commissioner Udell discussed another site with Mr. and Mrs. Webster and Mr. Roberts.  There was further discussion on the issue.  Mr. Hunt apologized and pointed out that the property owners had met all the requirements, but they could wait no later than January 4, 2000 for the Board to decide.

Commissioner Scott withdrew his second to the motion.  Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.

Mr. Harvey pointed out that the Board decides if all requirements of the law have been met.  It is the petitioners’ burden to convince the Board that all requirements have been met and challenges overcome.

Commissioner Udell motioned to continue the issue at the January 4, 2000 regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a break at 8:40 p.m.
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Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

Mr. Harvey was not present, so Chairman Odom skipped to item number fifteen.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for authorization to use funds budgeted for the purchase of a truck to purchase a sweeper instead.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that the cost for a sweeper was $17,843, based upon a piggyback bid on the Hernando County purchase from Prime Equipment Company.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the use of funds to purchase a sweeper.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom returned to agenda item number eight.

The eighth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for the construction of a swine barn at the Coliseum Complex.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and opened the bids.

The first bid was from Wainwright Construction.  They bid $22,864.00 for the base project, with an alternate bid of $2,820.00 for an added roof and columns.

The second bid was from Suwannee Roofing and Construction.  They bid $39,193.00 for the base project, with an alternate bid of $3,741.00 for an added roof and columns.

Mr. Harvey stated that Wainwright Construction was the apparent low-bidder, but that the Board wait until January 4, 2000 to award the bid noting the Wainwright bid seemed exceptionally low and well below estimated cost.

Commissioner Scott motioned to award the bids for a swine barn at the January 4, 2000 regular meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The ninth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution establishing and defining boundaries of the Suwannee County Enterprise Zone.

Mr. Harvey called on Eddy Hillhouse and Mr. W. D. Higgenbotham of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to present the issue.  Mr. Harvey stated that some boundaries had been amended since the original submittal.  He then reviewed the nature of enterprise zones and explained Florida Statutes Chapter 290 and Senator Kirkpatrick’s efforts.  Mr. Harvey stated that the resolution was to set in motion the process of applying to the State for establishment of an enterprise zone.

Commissioner Taylor asked why the boundaries had changed.  Mr. Harvey stated that the original boundary was 7.3 square miles, but legislation only permitted a 5 square mile area.  Mr. Higgenbotham stated that the matter did not change the land use.  Mr. Harvey then read the title of resolution.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve a resolution establishing and defining the boundaries of the Suwannee County Enterprise Zone.  Commissioner Scott seconded.  There followed discussion on how the enterprise zone would affect land use regulations.  Mr. Harvey answered that the resolution merely clarified the situation without an absolute committal to the idea, but it allowed the Board to apply to the State.

Mr. Hillhouse explained the philosophy and permitted acts for enterprise zones and that it was not local taxes that were primarily abated.

Commissioner Taylor and Commissioner Baker had questions about how an enterprise zone operates.

Commissioner Baker asked if the County could easily withdraw from an enterprise zone.  Mr. Higgenbotham explained that it would be quite easy for the County to withdraw from the zone.

Mr. Harvey made comment that the proposal as well as the law was in the process of evolving and there were still uncertainties that could later be addressed.

Chairman Odom called for a vote on the issue.  The motion to adopt a resolution establishing and defining boundaries of the Suwannee County Enterprise Zone carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-17)

The tenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance establishing the Suwannee County Enterprise Zone Development Agency.

Mr. Harvey read the title of ordinance.  He pointed out laws for requirements on representation.  He also discussed the Agency Board, its purpose, and that it would not be appointed until if an when the zone was actually created by the State.

Commissioner Baker suggested that citizens living in the area and nonprofit agencies be represented on the Agency Board.  He also suggested that Agency Board members should not have any vested conflict of interest.

Mr. Higgenbotham advised the Board that he had recommended a less restrictive ordinance that could more easily encompass the existing demographic makeup of the area to comprise the zone.  He also stated that the ordinance could be amended at a later date to fit State law and the circumstances.

Commissioner Baker believed that people living within the zone should have representation on the Agency Board.

Mr. Higgenbotham explained that the deadline for the application was December 31, 1999.  He also stated that the ordinance was very generic and there was much work and decisions to be made in the near future.

Commissioner Taylor agreed with Commissioner Baker in that the area residents should be represented.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the ordinance establishing the Suwannee County Enterprise Zone Development Agency.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (See Ordinance No. 2000-03)

It should be noted that the public did have an opportunity and did in fact make public comments even though the Chairman did not specifically open the floor to public comments.

The eleventh item on the agenda was for George L. Burnham, Jr., Tax Collector, to discuss solid waste non-ad valorem assessment for residents having their garbage picked up by the City of Live Oak and private businesses.

Mr. Burnham approached the podium and stated that historically residents have been receiving five credits for their pickup services from the County, but the ordinance actually did not provide a credit for these individuals.  He stated that he was present to advise the Board about the situation and suggest proactive reviews of similar issues in the future.  Mr. Burnham stated that he was not seeking Board action on the issue as he had the authority to deny the credits in the future.

Commissioner Baker had several questions.

Commissioner Taylor asked how the County could determine if residents had cancelled their contract with the city or other entities.  Mr. Burnham stated that it did not matter if contracts had been canceled, as the residents would pay assessments regardless, and could pay twice if they so chose.  Mr. Burnham stated that the residents could simply use the services provided by the County.

Chairman Odom asked if there would be any retroactive assessment.  Mr. Burnham stated that there would be none.

The twelfth item on the agenda was for Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to request approval of an Addressing Project Funding Initiative.

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was for Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to discuss adjustment of ambulance service fees.

This item was already discussed after agenda item number one.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was for Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to request enactment of a Declaration of a Local State of Emergency for activation of the Emergency Center for December 31, 1999 in preparation for possible Y2K computer problems.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item number two.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was for Ray Brown, Public Works Director, to request authorization to use funds budgeted for the purchase of a truck to purchase a sweeper instead.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item number eight.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was for Ray Brown, Public Works Director, to discuss renewal of a contract to use work squad crews from the Mayo Correctional Institute.

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was for Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to discuss establishment of a Public Safety Coordinating Council as required by Florida Statute 951.26.

Mr. Harvey explained the statute’s requirements and purpose.

Sheriff Al Williams approached the podium and added that the council was something the Board should do even if law did not require it, as there are needs and considerations that must be addressed and planned for in the future.

Mr. Harvey requested that the Board allow his staff to explore candidates for the Council and report back to the Board.

The Board agreed without vote to allow Mr. Harvey’s staff to proceed with the project.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was for Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to request payment of Invoice No. 007967 in the amount of $7,515.52 to Clemons, Rutherford, & Associates, Inc., pertaining to work done on Phase I of the renovation of the Courthouse.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to approve payment of Invoice No. 007967 in the amount of $7,515.52 to Clemons, Rutherford, & Associates, Inc., pertaining to work done on Phase I of the renovation of the Courthouse.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was for Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to request authorization for payment of the following revised invoices from Scott Peterson Construction Company, Inc., pertaining to renovation of the Courthouse:

a) Invoice No. 99-005-06 (Revised) - $12,094.26

b) Invoice No. 99-005-07 (Revised) - $14,446.99


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the payment of Invoice Numbers 99-005-06 (Revised) in the amount of $12,094.26 and 99-005-07 (Revised) in the amount of $14,446.99.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider approval of payment of Clerk’s Fees in the amount of $36,891.05 for the month of November, 1999 to W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court.


Commissioner Udell motioned to pay Clerk’s Fees in the amount of $36,891.05 for the month of November, 1999.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Harvey noted that the billing seemed proper with few minor corrections.


The twenty-first item on the agenda was for Randy Henderson, Clerk of Courts, to request removal, replacement, and addition of doors in areas of Clerk’s Offices by the Maintenance Department.


Mr. Henderson approached the podium and presented his planned use for the former Circuit Judge’s Hearing Room.  The changes would involve placing a wall and door to make two offices and provide statutorily required privacy for domestic relations cases and clients.  Mr. Henderson called upon Mr. Paul Dial, Maintenance Director, to discuss information on the topic and possible limitations.


Mr. Dial approached the podium and made recommendations for moving the current door and finding a manufacturer to make a similar door for the proposed door.  He also had some structural concerns.


Commissioner Baker asked that in addition to determining the cost, that Mr. Henderson and Mr. Dial meet with Clemons and Rutherford to make sure that the space would not be needed while historical renovations were being completed.  


Mr. Henderson pointed out the concerned office space was not it the historical portion of the original courthouse which would be restored. Alos, that the planned use of the space would in fact allow the movement of two deputy clerks out their current location in one of the offices upstairs by the courtroom.


Commissioner Taylor asked why a hallway could not be placed within the room to make two offices.


Commissioner Udell asked about the doors in the Boardroom.  Discussion ensued about changing the doors to meet County fire codes.


Commissioner Baker asked about the electrical code and other codes if the Clerk renovated the office.


Mr. Dial stated the electrical supply was adequate for the room.


Chairman Odom stated that the Clerk’s planned use of the space seemed acceptable but asked what was needed to proceed.


Mr. Harvey stated that funding would need to be found to modify the office.


Mr. Henderson suggested that court facility fees could be used for the project.


The consensus of the Board was to direct Mr. Dial of the Maintenance Department to pursue the matter further and determine the requirements to make the modifications as well as estimate an expense for the modifications requested and needed. No formal motion was made.


Mr. Henderson spoke about the Clerk’s Fees and the fact that he is documenting indigent forms to provide the Board with the information that they have requested.  He explained that court costs offset some of the copies and other fees that were initially billed to the Board.  Mr. Henderson explained that he was now accepting credit cards for traffic fine payment and has contracted with a collection agency, who provides 100% of delinquent fees and fines to the County while taking an additional fee from the delinquents themselves.


The twenty-second item on the agenda was to consider reappointment of Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to another term on the North Central Florida Trauma Agency.


Commissioner Udell motioned to reappoint Mr. McDonald to another term on the North Central Florida Trauma Agency.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The twenty-third item on the agenda was to consider reappointment of George L. Burnham, Jr., and Edwin McCook to the SHIP Task Force Committee.


Commissioner Udell motioned to reappoint George L. Burnham, Jr., and Edwin McCook to the SHIP Task Force Committee.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to consider reappointment of Tim Alcorn and David Schiller to the Code Enforcement Board.


Commissioner Udell motioned to reappoint Tim Alcorn and David Schiller to the Code Enforcement Board.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was additional agenda items:

1) Sheriff Al Williams to request approval of Annual Deputies’ Blanket Bonds.

Sheriff Williams approached the podium and asked for an annual blanket bond of $1,000 for deputies that would be paid for by the Sheriff’s Department.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve an annual blanket bond of $1,000 for deputies that would be paid for by the Sheriff’s Department.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

2) To discuss retaining Mr. Steve Durant for the Ed Howell suit.

Mr. Airth presented the issue, stating that Mr. Durant was a civil trial lawyer from Jacksonville who was already representing Suwannee County in the Suwannee Farms Migrant Camp lawsuit.

There was discussion about costs and hourly fees.  Mr. Airth stated that Mr. Durant’s fee of $190.00 an hour was a discount from his normal $250.00 an hour since he travels to Suwannee County on the Suwannee Farms case already.

Commissioner Udell wished to meet Mr. Durant and discuss issues prior to making a motion to retain Mr. Durant.

Commissioner Taylor was not pleased that Mr. Durant looked over the property without him.  Commissioner Taylor had several questions he wished to be answered before he made a decision.

Commissioner Baker asked by what process Mr. Airth chose Mr. Durant to represent the County.  Mr. Airth stated that he had worked with Mr. Durant before, and he is a good lawyer, and has the resources in his firm to fight the lawsuit.

Commissioner Udell still wished to have a face-to-face interview with Mr. Durant.

Mr. Airth stated that he would call Mr. Durant and invite him to the next regular meeting of the Board.

The Board agreed without vote to invite Mr. Durant to the next regular meeting of the Board for discussion.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was for Chairman Odom to make committee appointments for the year 2000.  (See appointment schedule attached here to and made a part of the minutes)

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was staff reports.

Ed C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that the PERC Hearing had been rescheduled for January 20, 2000 from the original meeting on December 22, 1999.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, had nothing to discuss.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, submitted indigent relief forms used to track billing to the Board and asked to use them for two or three months to establish an accurate count.  He also discussed copy and filing costs billed to the Board on behalf of other State and County agencies, such as the State’s Attorney’s Office and Public Defender’s Office, Department of Corrections, and others.

After general discussion amongst the Commissioners and suggestion by Mr. Harvey, Commissioner Scott, and Chairman Odom, the Board expressed a consensus that it preferred to continue to pay these fees for the agencies.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, was not present.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Scott motioned to approve batches 2000-114 – 2000-136 for a total of $795,906.15.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
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1
GENERAL FUND
$
341,203.97

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
47,957.12

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
104.08

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
15,392.64

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
95.59

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
15,164.99

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
16,313.25

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
4,041.35

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
0.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
185,467.79

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
77,366.89

172
RECREATION FUND
$
13,458.09

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
36,000.00

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
1,981.00

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
13,793.24

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
27,566.15


BATCHES 2000-114 - 2000-136




GRAND TOTAL
$
795,906.15

The thirtieth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  There was none.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Udell seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 10:40 p.m.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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