Book 25, Page 228
November 16, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m., and asked Commissioner Taylor to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to hold elections for a chairman and vice-chairman for the year 2000.


Chairman Scott opened the floor to nominations.


Commissioner Udell motioned to nominate Commissioner Odom for chairman for Fiscal Year 2000.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Baker nominated Commissioner Taylor to be vice-chairman.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Odom assumed the role of Chairman.


The second item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There was one listed additional agenda item:

1) Consider approval of invoice from D. M. Udell Funeral Home in the amount of $475 for transport of a body to the Medical Examiner’s Office.

There were no further additional items.

Commissioner Scott motioned to add the aforementioned item to the agenda under agenda item number twenty-two, Additional Agenda Items.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Udell abstained from voting as he declared a conflict of interest.

The third item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes from meetings held on September 8, 15, 21, and 27, 1999.

Commissioner Scott stated that there was a typographic mistake on page 40.  Commissioner Baker asked that the clerk replay the tape on page 38 to check on the stated dates for records destruction.  After checking of the audiotape and the Records Disposal Form by Deputy Clerk Musgrove, the minutes on page 38 stand as originally written, January 1, 1999 – December 31, 1999.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the aforementioned minutes as amended.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request by John Koch for adoption of a resolution recognizing intact 30 acres and structures of John Henry Thomas homestead as being of historical significance.

This item had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The fifth item on the agenda was for Robert Adams and Clifford Shank to discuss code violations on screened rooms built in conjunction with docks.

Mr. Adams approached the podium and stated that a few years ago he and Mr. Shank had called the Building Department for information on building screened rooms.  At the time, he was under the impression that he was allowed to build the rooms, and failed to get a permit from the Department of Environmental Protection or the Suwannee River Water Management District.  Mr. Adams did not discover that there was a 75-foot buffer until the week of November 7, 1999, when he met with County Coordinator Edward Harvey.  However, after researching the regulations of the Suwannee River Water Management District, he discovered that the rules were for all parcels subdivided after 1985.  His land was subdivided in 1978.  Mr. Adams also spoke with a Mr. Banning of the Department of Community Affairs, who indicated that the regulations were for habitable dwellings.  Mr. Adams stated that FEMA and DEP had no problems with this screened room or others like it.  He submitted pictures and handouts of the screened houses in question and asked for assistance from the Board.

Commissioner Udell clarified that the building was not habitable.

Commissioner Baker stated that Mr. Adams and Mr. Shanks had contacted him and after some research, the Suwannee River Water Management District stated they would make a ruling around the first of the year.  Commissioner Baker further indicated that the Suwannee River Water Management District had asked the Board to refrain from making a decision, since a decision would impact the region and not just the county.  He stated that Mr. Adams and Mr. Shanks had agreed to wait until the Suwannee River Water Management District’s ruling, provided they were not fined in the intervening months.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that the issue would affect the counties bordering the Suwannee, Santa Fe, and Ichetucknee Rivers and asked that the Board table the issue until the ruling.

Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, asked that the fines and fees be stayed.

Commissioner Baker questioned the ability of the Board to make a decision to table since the matter should technically be brought before the Zoning Board.

Mr. Harvey suggested tabling the issue since County employees had called the Suwannee River Water Management District for further information.

Commissioner Baker motioned to table the issue until the Suwannee River Water Management District made a ruling and that all penalties associated with the wait be stayed.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Louis Fillyaw approached the podium.  Chairman Odom stated that since Mr. Fillyaw was not part of the agenda, he would have to be added to the agenda.

Commissioner Udell motioned to accept Mr. Louis Fillyaw as an additional agenda item.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Fillyaw stated that he had been asked to move from his present dwelling within thirty days and asked the Board if he could remain in the present house while he started building his new house, preferably within six months.

Commissioner Baker asked if the matter should be brought before the Code Enforcement Board instead of the Board of County Commissioners.  Mr. Harvey stated that it would probably be a matter for the Code Enforcement Board, but the Board of County Commissioners could vote on the issue since the late Ed Allen, County Coordinator, had according to Mr. Fillyaw allowed him an undetermined amount of time to complete his new house.

Commissioner Baker expressed concern with overstepping the boundaries of the Board into the realm of the Code Enforcement Board.

Commissioner Udell expressed concern with allowing the Code Enforcement Board to fine Mr. Fillyaw $250 a day starting in less than two weeks.

Commissioner Baker suggested a recommendation by the Board of County Commissioners to the Code Enforcement Board that Mr. Fillyaw be allowed to remain in his present dwelling.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board of County Commissioners had the final authority and he saw no reason to delay making a decision now.

Commissioner Udell motioned to allow Mr. Louis Fillyaw one year without penalty to complete his new home and move out of the present one.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and after Commissioner Baker again stated that it was not this Board’s responsibility, the motion carried 3-2, with Commissioner Baker and Chairman Odom opposed.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request by Merry Taylor, County Extension Director, for final approval for the Board to provide $2,500 in salary support for a multi-county marketing agent.

Mrs. Taylor approached the podium and stated that Ms. Suzanne Stapleton had accepted the position and the County had budgeted the amount for this Fiscal Year.

Commissioner Baker motioned to provide $2,500 in funding for a multi-county marketing agent.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible as the matter could be heard, to open bids for a telephone system at the County Extension Office.

This item was discussed after 7:00 p.m.

The eighth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for a new heavy-duty, super-duty pickup truck with a 5.4 liter gas engine to be used by the maintenance department.

This item was discussed after 7:00 p.m.

The ninth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, the open bids for construction of 15,715 square yards of asphalt surface for the Butterfield Acres Paving Project.

This item was discussed after 7:00 p.m.

The tenth item on the agenda was for Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, to request direction from the Board as to payment of an invoice from Daniels’ Funeral Home in which the funeral home was not advised by the Medical Examiner’s Office that FDLE had placed a hold on the body and thus caused an extra trip for funeral home staff.

Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson approached the podium and stated that Daniels Funeral Home had been told by the Medical Examiner’s Office that the body in question was ready for release.  However, once representatives of the Funeral Home arrived at the Medical Examiner’s Office in Jacksonville, they were told by the Medical Examiner that FDLE had placed a hold on the body and they could not release it.  Thus, Daniels Funeral Home wasted the trip and was now charging for this trip and the one that actually retrieved the body.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had spoken with the Medical Examiner’s Office and that Florida Statute 406.08 provided for funeral homes to be paid for transport to the Medical Examiner’s Office only.  He stated that the warrant would be illegal because of Florida Statutes and he urged the Board to not approve payment.

Commissioner Udell motioned to deny the additional payment to Daniels Funeral Home on the grounds that it was not supported by Florida Statute 406.08.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion.  There was further clarification from Commissioner Udell that the family being served was responsible for payment of transport from the Medical Examiner’s Office to the place of internment.  The motion to deny the payment carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a brief recess at 6:50 p.m.

November 16, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

7:02 p.m.


Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The seventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible as the matter could be heard, to open bids for a telephone system at the County Extension Office.

Mrs. Taylor and Deputy Clerk Tyson approached the podium and Deputy Clerk Tyson opened the three bids.

The first bid was from Intella Communications Services, Inc., of Lake City, Florida.  They bid $8,500.

The second bid was from Quality Plus Communications of Live Oak, Florida.  They bid $5,749.55.


The third bid was from Alltel Corporation of Live Oak, Florida.  They bid $7,674.00 with a 25% down payment and remainder due upon completion.

Chairman Odom stated that the apparent low bid was from Quality Plus Communications.  Mrs. Taylor asked for time to verify the specifics of the bids before making a final decision.  The request was granted.

The eighth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for a new heavy-duty, super-duty pickup truck with a 5.4 liter gas engine to be used by the maintenance department.

There were no bids for the project.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and asked that the item be withdrawn, since the maintenance personnel would be going to a state surplus sale to find a suitable vehicle.

Chairman Odom officially stated that there were no bids.

The ninth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, the open bids for construction of 15,715 square yards of asphalt surface for the Butterfield Acres Paving Project.

Deputy Clerk Tyson approached the podium and opened the two bids.

The first bid was from Couch Construction, L.P. of Shalimar, Florida.  They bid $6,000 for mobilization, $3,000 for maintenance and traffic, $47,930.75 for Asphalt Type S 1 ½,” $1,800 for 12 PS Rumble Stripes, and $4,299.75 for Bermuda Sodding, for a total cost of $63,030.50

The second bid was from Anderson Columbia, Inc., of Lake City, Florida.  They bid $68,963.75 for the project.

Chairman Odom stated that Couch Construction was the apparent low bidder.  Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, asked to look over the bids before the Board made a final decision.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to award a bid for two ambulances.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, approached the podium and stated that the Board had given him permission to advertise for bids for new ambulances and he read the submitted bids.

The first bid was from Frazer Ambulance, Inc., for $87,000 each for two new trucks.

The second bid was from Wheeled Coach Ambulance, Inc., for $83,163 apiece for new ambulances with $13,780 in trade-in.

The third bid was from National Ambulances, Inc. for $83,419.19 each.

The fourth bid was from Taylor Made Ambulance Co., who bid $60,587.00 for re-chassis of each of two ambulances and $74,215.00 apiece for two new ambulances, with $13,500.00 for trade-in.

Mr. McDonald requested the Board approve two new ambulances for $74,215.00 from Taylor Made Ambulance Company and authorization to sell the two used vehicles themselves, since he felt he could get a better deal.

Commissioner Udell asked if the money was in the EMS budget.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and explained that $40,000 was in the budget for the vehicles, but the $148,430.00 was available via an internal loan from the Hospital Fund or financing through a bank.  Mr. McDonald stated that he would apply for grants for the next two years to provide for re-chassis of the vehicles.

There was some discussion on taking money from an obligated fund to use for another.  Mr. Harvey stated that the displacement of $100,000 from a $4,200,000.00 fund would not noticeably affect the interest gained.

Mr. McDonald asked that the bids be awarded and the specifics of financing be worked out before delivery of the vehicles, which takes approximately 100 days.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve two new ambulances for EMS from Taylor Made Ambulance Company for $74,215.00 each for a total of $148,430.00 and authorization to sell the two used vehicles themselves.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was for Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, and Daniel R. Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, to request an immediate purchase of extrication equipment to be used by the County Fire Department.

Mr. McDonald and Mr. Sivyer approached the podium.  Mr. McDonald stated that in 1989 the County received a grant to purchase extrication equipment for use within the County.  He stated that after the old unit was sent in for repairs, the loaned replacement failed to function to the level demanded in several emergencies.  Mr. McDonald stated that EMS and the Fire Department did not have the funding to purchase a new extrication unit.  He suggested the paid fire department use the older but heavier-duty extrication unit funded by the 1989 grant and give the repaired extrication unit to the volunteer fire department from which the older one was taken.  Mr. McDonald then suggested buying a new heavy-duty extrication unit for $23,460.93.

Commissioner Udell stated that the equipment was necessary but was concerned about funding the costs.

Mr. Harvey stated that balance forward from Fiscal Year 1999 would provide ample funds for the new extrication unit.

Mr. Airth expressed concern with foregoing the bid process unless the Board determined that the item was an emergency.  There was some discussion about the specifics.

Commissioner Udell motioned to declare the item an emergency and forego the bid process.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to purchase the extrication unit as an emergency item at a cost of $23,460.93.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Ray Freeman of the Fire Department thanked the Board for their approval of purchasing the extrication unit.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to give authorization for additional services from Koogler and Associates to complete the reclamation plan for the limerock mine in Branford as required by the Department of Environmental Protection.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that he had received another letter from DEP concerning permitting for the Branford Mine which asked for additional information beyond that already provided by Koogler and Associates and approved by the Board at the meeting of November 2, 1999.  Mr. Collins, the engineer, gave a fee of $95 per hour, with a price not to exceed $4,000.  Mr. Brown asked the Board to allow Mr. Collins to continue with his services.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve additional services from Koogler and Associates but that it not exceed $4,000.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown then discussed the Butterfield Acres Project.  The low bidder was Couch Construction, and asked that they be awarded the bid.  He asked that the sodding and striping be stricken from the proposal, which would leave a final cost of $56,930.75.

Chairman Odom asked if there were sufficient funds for the project.  Mr. Harvey stated that there was $54,460.00 set aside, plus another $6,000 for overage.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the Butterfield Acres Paving Project with the stated deletions (sodding and striping) from Couch Construction for a final total of $56,930.75.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a break at 8:02 p.m.
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8:16 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to discuss a request from Ira Horne to relocated 122nd Street and 85th Road.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that the relocation of the road would make it higher and thus less susceptible to flooding, decreasing maintenance costs.  The preliminary clearing and filling estimates were $8,900.  Mr. Brown asked the Board for guidance on what to do.

Commissioner Taylor stated that Mr. Horne, the property owner, had cleared most of the proposed site, with little trimming left to be done by the County.

Mr. Horne approached the podium and stated that he had already purchased most of the required property and was prepared to survey the area.  He stated that currently, drivers on opposite sides of the road must wait to go down certain stretches because of its narrowness.  After questioning, Mr. Horne clarified that there were no residences on the portion of the road to be moved.

Commissioner Baker asked the length of road to be constructed.  Mr. Brown stated that there would be approximately 300 yards that would be constructed, with little dirt to be moved more than a few feet, rather than 600 yards for the present portion of the road.

Commissioner Udell suggested changing the regulations to allow the County to relocate roads.

Mr. Airth, County Attorney, expressed concern with the Board indiscriminately striking out portions of the regulations.

Commissioner Scott asked how the County got around the Ingram Road Project.  Mr. Brown stated that it was a different type of project.

Mr. Harvey stated that the ordinance expressed that the owner would be responsible for relocating the project.  He suggested accepting the land for relocating the road from Mr. Horne and then the Board decide by motion that the relocation would serve the County and citizens.

Commissioner Taylor stated that the road would not benefit Mr. Horne at all and the County should help Mr. Horne as much as possible.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth if it was possible for the Board to make a motion to accept the land.  Mr. Airth again expressed concern with making exceptions to the rules.

Commissioner Udell motioned to make this a request from the Board of County Commissioners to relocate Highway 85 to be located on the property of Mr. Ira Horne according to road requirements.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion.  There ensued discussion about concern with telephone right-of-way relocations and deviation from adopted Board procedures.  Commissioner Udell stated that if the County requested relocation, the County would be responsible for the costs according to County regulations.  The motion carried, with Commissioner Baker opposed.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to authorize bid advertisement for construction of a second swine barn at the Fairgrounds.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium, submitted a drawing of the swine barn, and described it in detail.  He stated that the $25,000 grant money approved by the Florida Legislature would probably be insufficient, and asked that he be allowed to advertise to determine final costs for the building.

Commissioner Udell motioned to advertise for bids based upon the specifications shown.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to authorize bid advertisement for a jail water heater.

Mr. Harvey stated that of the two water heaters in the jail, one was not functional and the other was operating at an inefficient level.  He asked the Board for authorization to advertise for bids on a new heater.

Commissioner Scott motioned to advertise for bids for a new jail water heater although the bids had already been advertised.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to approve a contract with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to complete amendments for the Evaluation and Appraisal Report for Fiscal Year 2000.

Mr. Harvey stated that $12,500 was specifically allocated from Fiscal Year 2000 for the contract.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of a contract with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to complete amendments to the Evaluation and Appraisal Report for Fiscal Year 2000.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2000-15)

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to consider additional information pertaining to opening 64th Place as requested by Earlene McGee.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and stated that in the May 3, 1977 minutes, two cattle gaps were to be erected with the understanding that the County would continue to maintain the road as a public road.  Mr. Harvey stated that he had two aerial photographs showing the property in question, one from 1970 and the other from 1974, which he showed to the Board.  He clarified that according to the photographs, the road ran all the way to Ms. McGee’s property and that two former employees of the Road Department remembered maintaining the entire length of the road to the McGee property.

Mr. Airth asked who built the road.  Mr. Harvey stated that the matter was not an issue, only if the road was County-maintained.

Commissioner Udell asked if Ms. McGee had anyone present to state that the road had been maintained.

Ms. Ethel Mae Murrell Anderson, 72, approached the podium and stated that the road had been present and maintained since she was a child some time ago, and there had been a Black community at the end of the road.

Ms. Lucille Cherry approached the podium and stated that the County had maintained the road since she was a young girl.

After questioning, Mr. Harvey stated that the matter could be brought up in a workshop that conclusively evaluated who built the road.  He stated that there was no need for a workshop to determine if the road was County-maintained, since it was clear that it had been maintained around the time of the cattle gap installation.

Commissioner Udell stated that the minutes of May 3, 1977 were clear that Mr. Howell could erect two cattle gaps on a public road and that the road was indeed a County road.  Commissioner Udell then read that on June 15, 1999, he had stated that no evidence had been produced to the contrary and the road should be opened as soon as possible.  Commissioner Udell also stated that he had made a motion on July 6, 1999 to open the road and maintain it, but nothing had as of yet been done.

Commissioner Taylor stated that information submitted at this meeting showed that the road had been maintained all the way to Ms. McGee’s property.

Commissioner Scott asked if power lines could be determined from a road on the submitted maps.  Mr. Harvey stated that the width of the line showed whether it was a power line or a road (which it was).  He felt that with the additional aerial information and statements of several former Road Department employees, it was clear that the road was maintained up to Ms. McGee’s property at the time of the cattle gap installation.

Chairman Odom asked Mr. Ed Howell if he had any information to submit on his behalf.

Mr. Howell stated that a meeting was held between Ms. McGee, himself, and Commissioner Taylor, at which time Ms. McGee stated that the road had not been maintained to her property.  Mr. Howell stated that the road Ms. Cherry and Ms. Anderson were remembering was a different road but that the matter would be settled in a court of law.

Commissioner Taylor stated that he did not remember Ms. McGee saying that the road was not graded to her property.

Mr. Howell stated that there had been a road, but that it had not been maintained for twenty-five years.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Howell why he had come before the Board in 1977 if the road was a private road.  Mr. Howell stated that several people lived on the road at the time and that there were many “public” roads that were actually private roads.

After questioning, Mr. Airth stated that a lawsuit was going to be filed one way or the other, whether it was by Ms. McGee or Mr. Howell.  He suggested sending a Letter of Intent to Mr. Howell describing the Board’s intent to grade the road and allow Mr. Howell time to file an injunction and prepare a defense.

Commissioner Udell stated for the record that according to the Official County Records, the road had been a County road.

Mr. Airth again suggested sending a Letter of Intent to Mr. Howell, because an attempt to grade the road would cost the County unnecessarily if it was not ruled to be a  County road by the appropriate court.

Commissioner Taylor stated that according to Mr. Airth, Book 1, Page 71 of the Official Records (on which page the minutes from the May 3, 1977 meeting are found), the record apparently does not mean anything because the Board was being asked to treat the road as if it were private.

Ms. Earlene McGee stated that in 1977, her family was not notified of the placement of the cattle gaps.  She further stated that there was only one cattle gap erected, and it was not wide enough to allow a grader to go through.  This, she said, was why the road had not been graded since that time.

Commissioner Baker suggested following Mr. Airth’s recommendation to send a Letter of Intent to Mr. Howell.

Commissioner Udell expressed concern with not moving along with the grading project and strongly urged that the County grade the road before Ms. McGee filed a lawsuit.  Ms. McGee stated that a lawsuit was already in the process of being filed.

Commissioner Baker stated that a disservice had been done to both parties, but if the County spent money unnecessarily by attempting to grade the road, it would incur additional costs to each and every taxpayer of the County.

Commissioner Scott stated that a court of law would make the final determination and the Board had no jurisdiction.  He suggested sending a Letter of Intent to Mr. Howell as per County regulations, which allowed him thirty days to file an injunction.

Commissioner Udell urged Ms. McGee to file a lawsuit if an injunction was filed by Mr. Howell to stop grading the road.

Mr. George Fuller strongly urged placing a sign stating that the road was public instead of private.

Commissioner Udell motioned to send a Letter of Intent to Mr. Howell stating that within thirty days the County would grade the road.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after Commissioner Udell requested a copy the Letter of Intent be sent to every commissioner, the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a short break at 9:44 p.m.

9:49 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth if the County would be responsible for paying Ms. McGee’s fees.  Mr. Airth stated that the County would indeed be responsible if the County lost the court case.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to discuss the final budget amendment process for Fiscal Year 1998-1999.

Since Mr. Harvey was not present, Chairman Odom moved to agenda item number twenty.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider approval of Application and Certificate for Payment No. 99005-05 to Scott Peterson Construction Co. Inc., in the amount of $54,611.00 for work done on the Courthouse Renovation Project.

Since Mr. Harvey was not present, Chairman Odom moved on to agenda item number twenty-one.

The twenty-first item on the agenda to discuss a joint meeting with the Live Oak City Council and Development Authority Board regarding utility service at Interstate 10 interchange.

Mr. Tim Alcorn stated that developers could be charged a fee for their part of the service instead of one developer paying for the entire cost.  He stated that if it came to it, the Economic Development Authority would pay for a new lift station, but the City and County should do their part.

Commissioner Udell suggested a joint meeting with the City Council and the Economic Development Authority to work out a compromise.

Commissioner Baker asked if the new lift pump station would provide for additional development.  Mr. Alcorn stated that the proposed pump would be enough for any conceivable development for the next ten or twelve years, and that the City of Live Oak’s waste facilities should be able to take the additional load.  Mr. Alcorn expressed concern with the County’s lack of participation in the project.

Commissioner Udell suggested communicating with the various County, City, and private entities to determine a course of action for the growth of Suwannee County and perhaps schedule a regular quarterly meeting in which all parties would be involved.

Mr. Harvey suggested sending a letter to the various entities inviting a joint meeting to determine Suwannee County growth.

Commissioner Udell clarified that first he wanted a letter sent to the City of Live Oak and the Development Authority Board regarding utility service at the Interstate 10 interchange.

The chairman referred to the nineteenth item on the agenda, which was to discuss the final budget amendment process for Fiscal Year 1998-1999.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and stated that some work had been done to clean up the budget for Fiscal Year 1998-1999, but that action was required to conform to State laws.  He stated that there would be four different procedures required to bring the budget into state conformity:  1) transferring money within a single department, 2) transferring money within different departments in the same fund (requiring a motion by the Board), 3) transferring revenue budgeted to funds requiring excess funding, and 4) transferring revenue from unbudgeted funds to be moved to those requiring it (requiring a resolution by the Board).  Mr. Harvey then described in some detail the different funds and the cleanup necessary before the budget conformed to state laws, which was presently some six or seven million dollars off because of various causes.   He asked for permission to advertise to hold a public hearing to adopt resolutions required by state law to clean up the Fiscal Year 1998-1999 budget.

Commissioner Scott motioned to advertise to hold public hearings to clean up the budget for Fiscal Year 1998-1999 by means of resolutions on December 7, 1999.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider approval of Application and Certificate for Payment No. 99005-05 to Scott Peterson Construction Co. Inc., in the amount of $54,611.00 for work done on the Courthouse Renovation Project.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and stated that there were some forty items to be completed by Scott Peterson Construction but the $54,611.00 was for work already completed.

Commissioner Scott motioned for approval of Application and Certificate for Payment No. 99005-05 to Scott Peterson Construction Co. Inc., in the amount of $54,611.00 for work done on the Courthouse Renovation Project.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There was one listed additional agenda item.

1) Consider approval of invoice from D. M. Udell Funeral Home in the amount of $475.00 for transport of a body to the Medical Examiner’s Office.

Commissioner Udell declared that because of a conflict of interest, he would not vote on the issue.

Commissioner Scott motioned to pay $475.00 to D. M. Udell Funeral Home for transport by the funeral home to the Medical Examiner’s Office.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried, with Commissioner Udell abstaining due to conflict of interest.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was public comments.

Mr. George Fuller approached the podium and stated that the County was responsible for complaints.  He further stated that new roads completed after 1991 must be paved according to the Land Development Regulations and that utilities could be extra expenses to the County.

Commissioner Baker clarified that the Land Development Regulations stated that a relocated road must be completed to the same specifications as the original road, not that it had to be paved.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Ed C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that the second phase of the Public Employees’ Relations Committee would continue on Thursday, November 18, 1999, but that Jessie Caruthers would not be a part of the hearing since he had not submitted information as requested by the commission.  Mr. Harvey stated that a further PERC hearing would be held on November 22, 1999 with Jessie Caruthers.  He further stated that some surveying had been done on the old regional library but further surveying would be completed on Saturday, November 20, 1999.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Harvey if reprimands against employees ended after them having served their due time.  Mr. Harvey stated that they did.  Commissioner Udell stated that a supervisor had asked an employee who had served their reprimand not to work under him.

Commissioner Scott stated that he had sent a letter to the supervisor keeping the reprimanded employee from working under him.

Upon discovering that Commissioner Scott had sent a letter asking the employee not to work beneath the supervisor, Commissioner Udell withdrew his inquiry stating that Commissioner Scott had resolved the issue.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, stated that Anderson Columbia would pave 150th Street the first week after Thanksgiving and then discussed other projects currently underway.  Mr. Brown suggested advertising for bids on a per ton basis for laid asphalt to be used on future projects such as Ingram Road.

Chairman Odom suggested placing the item on the agenda for the next regular meeting.

Commissioner Udell asked if the roller had come in.  Mr. Brown stated that the roller had already arrived.

Commissioner Taylor stated that the Road Department was doing a fine job.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, was not present.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve batches 2000-63 – 2000-87 for a total of $1,040,325.39.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
TO BE APPROVED 11-16-99

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
293,610.61

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
397,941.20

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
3,557.97

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
11,108.17

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
0.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
21,792.92

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
3,852.10

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
0.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
117,573.37

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
91,693.78

172
RECREATION FUND
$
9,769.49

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
11,000.00

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
57,265.97

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
11,417.32

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
9,742.49


BATCHES 1999-595 - 2000-003




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,040,325.39

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was to consider other business.

Commissioner Udell stated that there were several issues that needed to be addressed concerning Code Enforcement and the Boardroom, including outward-swinging doors, an exit sign, and unlocked doors.

Chairman Odom thanked everyone for their help and stressed having agenda items turned in on time.

Commissioner Scott motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 10:35 p.m.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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