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September 26, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


7:15 p.m.

At the above date and time the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met for a recessed meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Jerry Scott; Commissioner Barry Baker; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Commissioner Robert Taylor.  Also present were Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, and Keta Asbury, Deputy Clerk Assistant.

The purpose of the hearing was to continue discussion from September 22, 2000 on considering the relocation of the Sheriff’s personnel from the CD building, which has become unsafe.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that there had been a large amount of information considering the relocation of Sheriff’s personnel.  The options had been explored and for various reasons were limited.  The expenditure of the relocation would generate a budget amendment to the budget just adopted by the Board for Fiscal Year 2001.  Mr. Harvey stated that Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, had been working with the City of Live Oak officials to facilitate the process.

Major Les Hall, Undersheriff, addressed the Board.  He stated that some personnel had been moved into the jail already, but nearly fifteen people still had no offices outside of the CD Building.  He stated the School Board had agreed to allow the Board to place portables at the Nettie Baisden Building (Parsley Center), but the school building itself had problems that make its use impractical.

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, surveyed the building’s potential, but the many factors and costs of making the vacant school building useable made portable buildings more cost efficient.  The portables also could provide a much quicker solution.

Captain John Mills of the Sheriff’s Department submitted proposals from portable building suppliers and addressed the Board.  He supported the single-wide 12x56 trailers from the ASAP Company at $350 per month, per unit.  Captain Mills suggested a total of six units, all of which were new.  The cost for each single-wide, including setup, would be $32,400.

Commissioner Udell asked how long it would take to move the portables in place for occupancy.  Captain Mills advised the Board that two days would suffice, but the electrical connections must be made ready.

Major Hall pointed out that there would be some added expense for sewage and telephone lines.  He projected about two weeks until occupancy if the Board approved this plan.

Commissioner Baker asked if leasing was any better than monthly rental.  Captain Mills advised there was only a $10 dollar difference, and renting provided the ability to stop payments at any time, without a contract, if a permanent building was secured.

Chairman Odom asked Major Hall if there was any estimate of the added cost for utilities.  Major Hall stated he did not know, and added that the buildings would also be handicap-accessible.

Commissioner Udell asked about the bid requirements.  County Attorney Airth stated there had been a resolution prepared to declare the situation an emergency if the Board approved.

Chairman Odom was not in favor of spending money for landscaping.

Mr. Harvey read a proposed resolution declaring the need to relocate the Sheriff’s personnel as an emergency, providing a clause to bypass the bid process, and authorizing the expenditures to obtain portable offices and relocate the Sheriff’s personnel.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the resolution declaring the need to relocate the Sheriff’s personnel an emergency, providing a clause to bypass the bid process, and authorizing the expenditures to obtain portable offices and relocate the Sheriff’s personnel.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-71)

Mr. Harvey mentioned that the Value Adjustment Board hearing had been set for October 16, 2000, at 9:00 a. m.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Taylor seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 7:52 p.m.
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