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September 26, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


3:30 p.m.

At the above date and time the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met for a recessed meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Jerry Scott; Commissioner Barry Baker; Commissioner Douglas Udell; and Commissioner Robert Taylor.  Also present were Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, and Keta Asbury, Deputy Clerk Assistant.

The purpose of the meeting was to hold a workshop on airports.

Chairman Odom called on Mr. Edward C. Harvey Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to discuss the issue.

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that Mr. Ron Moss had contacted him and advised there were some issues concerning private airports countywide.

Mr. Moss addressed the Board.  He advised the Board that Mr. Elgin Branch of the Department of Transportation Airport Inspections could not be present due to a family emergency.  Mr. Moss stated that there was an issue concerning private airport licensing.

Mr. Roland Luster, Aviation Administrator with the Department of Transportation from District II in Lake City, addressed the Board.  He advised the Board that some changes had recently occurred in reduction of the size of government on the state level and per Florida Statutes Chapter 330 concerning the Department of Transportation airport licensing programs.  Mr. Luster stated there would no longer be a license, but an airport registration.  He stated that the sites must be suitable for an airport, the airport must meet minimum standards for zoning and Land Development Regulations, and a State air traffic control pattern must be established and be compatible with an airport.  The problem was that there would be no Department of Transportation inspector to insure the minimal requirements were met, but the State would rely on the owner/operator of the private airport to provide documentation of proof the requirements were met.

Commissioner Udell asked if these changes had been enacted or just proposed.  Mr. Luster stated that they were legislative proposals at the present time.  If the proposals passed, more County involvement may be required, since there would be no Department of Transportation inspections for licensing.  Currently, most counties rely primarily on the Department to inspect and certify.

Commissioner Udell asked if one man inspected all 17 counties in this district.  Mr. Luster answered in the affirmative, with some occasional assistance.  

Commissioner Udell stated that the cost savings for the state would be a huge burden for the counties and would lead to inconsistencies, lack of uniformity amongst counties, and open private airports to fraudulent and criminal activities.

Mr. Luster stated there were about twenty private airstrips in Suwannee County and about 700 statewide.  The cost savings to the State would be about $200,000 to abandon the inspection process.

Commissioner Udell suggested that the Board, as well as other Boards, lobby against the proposed change within the Department of Transportation.

Mr. Luster further stated that the annual registration would be done on the internet by the owner with no inspection by the Department.

There was discussion about length and widths required for such airports.  Mr. Luster explained the general requirements and some exceptions.  A discussion about dealing with trees on adjoining property and various legalities were addressed.

Mr. George Fuller asked about fees.  Mr. Luster stated there was an application fee of $100, and a $75 licensing fee when the license was issued.

State Representative Dwight Stansel addressed the Board.  He advised that with his experience in aviation, he had heard some comments that concerned him.  He questioned that many counties had any expertise to inspect, license, or register these airports.  Representative Stansel stated that the County had some fairly adequate ordinances and regulations governing private airports.  However, this shift of liability to the counties for costs was not workable.  While he supported cutting costs in state government, he saw the proposal as a mandate to the counties to provide services that should be provided by the State.

Mr. Moss sated that another item he would like to address concerned his personal airport.  He asked Mr. Luster to provide the Board with clarifying information.

Mr. Luster stated the current restrictions on Mr. Moss’ take off and approach were making it impossible to actually take off or land.

There was concern by Commissioner Baker and Mr. Harvey and discussion regarding Mr. Moss’ airport that the change, like the initial process, should be considered at a public hearing.

Mr. Harvey stated he could discuss the issue with Mr. Moss and report back to the Board.  If everything was agreed upon, another public hearing then could be arranged.

The Board agreed to Mr. Harvey’s suggestion.

At 4:30 p.m., Chairman Odom adjourned the airport workshop.
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