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September 22, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.

On the above date and time the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met for a special meeting.  Present were Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas Udell.  Also present were Keta Asbury and Bobby Rigdon Deputy Clerk Assistants.  Commissioner Barry Baker; and Commissioner Robert Taylor were not present.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss removal of employees from the Sheriff’s Department Criminal Division Building to alternative sites due to the instability of the building.

Chairman Odom called the meeting to order and asked Mr. Harvey to present the issue.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and thanked Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, for his assistance.  Mr. Harvey stated that there were presently two alternatives for the employees of the CD Building; either rent modular offices at approximately $40,000 per year, or renovate the old Nettie Baisden Building.  Another possible alternative to be investigated was the old Winn-Dixie Building.

Chairman Odom asked about the old Suwannee Valley Electric Building.  Mr. Harvey stated that the renovating the building until closing was complete would be awkward at the least.

Commissioner Udell suggested looking into the old Pic ‘N Save Building.  Major Hall stated that the rent for the building was prohibitive.

Commissioner Scott stated that if the County were to proceed with the modular offices, it should be noted that the proposed location was in a flood zone.

There was further discussion about the cost to rent or purchase and specifications of the proposed mobile offices.  There was also discussions on the exact nature of sinkhole damage to the Criminal Division Building.

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated that the floors of the modular offices would be higher than those of the Criminal Division Building and this, coupled with improved drainage, would decrease the possibility of flooding.

Commissioner Scott stated that there had been extra funds borrowed when the County arranged to buy the old Suwannee Valley Electric Building, and the time limit was nearing to use the remainder of the funds.  Mr. Harvey stated that arbitrage was normally only an issue if the Board attempted to hoard the funds to profit from the interest differential, but something still needed to be done in the near future.

There was further discussion about the cost of purchasing mobile offices compared to leasing them.

Commissioner Scott suggested leasing space from the School Board near the Nettie Baisden Building to place the mobile homes.  This would alleviate the problem of flooding.  There was further discussion on the issue, including moving the Protective Services Staff to alternative locations.

Mr. Harvey suggested recessing the meeting to discuss with those concerned some of the issues brought forth in the meeting.  He suggested recessing the meeting until Tuesday, September 26 at 7:00 p.m.

Commissioner Udell motioned to recess the meeting until 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 26, 2000.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed.

__________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR.,

CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF COURT
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