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September 19, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Jerry Scott; Commissioner Barry Baker; Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, and Keta Asbury, Assistant Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Odom called for Commissioner Taylor to lead the invocation followed by pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

Chairman Odom stated that agenda item number four had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The first item on the agenda was to consider additional agenda items.  There were seven additional agenda items:

A. Approval of a Donated Space Agreement between the County and Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc. for FY 2000-2001. (Edward C. Harvey Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

B. Adoption of resolution requesting the Suwannee River Water Management District to reduce permit processing fees for FY 2000-2001. (Edward C. Harvey Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

C. Approval of an agreement with Consultec, Inc. for Suwannee County to receive Medicaid payments by electronic transfer. (Edward C. Harvey Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

D. Retroactive approval for declaration of a state of emergency during Tropical Storm Gordon. (Edward C. Harvey Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer and Murel McDonald, Emergency Management Director)

E. Relocation of Sheriff’s personnel from the C. D. Building. (Edward C. Harvey Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

F. Postponement of a public hearing for tax abatement for Suwannee American. (Edward C. Harvey Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

G. Temporary closure of handicap parking spaces on the southeast side of the Courthouse to accommodate equipment for a roofing project on the Courthouse. (Edward C. Harvey Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Commissioner Scott motioned to add the additional agenda items to the agenda.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of meetings held on August 16, 17, 18, and 22, 2000.

Commissioner Scott stated that on the page referenced as five, regarding size of the Clerk’ s warehouse, Clerk Henderson did but did not give any estimate of size.  Commissioner Baker noted that the word “two” is misspelled, also on page five, and on page thirty-seven the number “5013c” should read “501(c)(3)” regarding Resource, Conservation and Development. (Upon reviewing the tape of the August 16th Board Meeting, it was determined that Clerk Henderson, when asked if he knew the size or square footage of the rental space, responded that he did not know the square footage.  He did state there were two offices and another space with a ten-foot door with two smaller doors on each side of that and the room is about 16 feet deep, and that it was full of equipment and files. The minutes stand as written on that issue.  Misspelled words “two” and “501-c-3” were corrected as requested).

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the aforementioned minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell introduced Mr. Dean Lewis, Former County Attorney.  Mr. Lewis in turn introduced Josh, John, and Eric of the Florida Sheriffs’ Boys’ Ranch.

The third item on the agenda was public concerns or comments.

Mr. George Fuller wished to comment on agenda item nineteen, the Public Works Pay Scale.  He mentioned that the Fire Service needed some $100,000 in additional funds but there would be none, despite the fact that there would be about $120,000-$170,000 in Public Works raises if the proposed agenda item was approved.  He also pointed out the Sheriff’s request for pay raises for the past several years, which have gone unheeded.  Mr. Fuller stated this pay scale adjustment was biased to one department and penalized all others.

Mr. Dean Ray addressed the Board and proposed the Board adopt an Ordinance on Animal Control for the Spaying and Neutering of Dogs and Cats.  He then read a presentation to the Board.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was any organization supporting Mr. Ray’s proposal or if it was just Mr. Ray’s idea.  Mr. Ray responded it was just his proposal.  He then stated he had talked with the local Humane Society.

Ms. Lesie Soules, Vice President of the local Humane Society, addressed the Board and stated they basically support spaying and neutering programs.  She stated the Society, however, did not participate in Mr. Ray’s proposal.

Ms. Shirley Rayburn addressed the Board.  She stated she was a dog breeder, the proposal was overly restrictive, and infringes on the rights of owners and breeders.  She suggested stronger enforcement of other animal control laws already in existence or which can be enacted.

Ms. Kay Heimer, President of Lake City Community College and a cat breeder, stated she was opposed to Mr. Ray’s proposal, as the ordinance infringes on individual responsible owners’ rights.  She referred to section 8 of the proposed ordinance as overkill with its criminal sanctions.  She stated there were many reasons and situations for not sterilizing one’s animals.  She added other communities have tried this type of approach and failed.

Ms. Ann Wilson addressed the Board and stated she was also a cat breeder.  She stated she has participated in other sterilization programs and did not support Mr. Ray’s program.

Mr. Larry Schneider addressed the Board as a cat breeder.  He opposed Mr. Ray’s proposed dog and cat ordinance.

Mr. Donald J. Williams of Cat Dance, Inc. addressed the Board.  He stated that San Mateo, California had tried such a program and found it disastrous, counterproductive, and costly, and abandoned their program.

Mr. David Hammel addressed the Board and stated the ordinance as proposed penalized the responsible breeders and did not do anything to combat the real problem, irresponsible owners.

Ms. Leslie Soules of the Humane Society stated she must agree with most of the comments but there was still a need for spay and neuter programs.  She stated there was a large problem with abandoned and unwanted animals in Suwannee County.  She suggested a community workshop to include the Board.

Ms. Penny Squires addressed the Board, and stated hobby and professional breeders were not the problem, and opposed the proposal.

Ms. Janie Hilmers addressed the Board and stated as a responsible owner she was adamantly opposed to the proposed ordinance.

Ms. Susan Ray addressed the Board and stated the paranoia being expressed was ill informed.  There were numerous cases daily turned away from her animal care facility.

Mr. Harry Brown addressed the Board.   He stated there were both positive and negative aspects to the proposal.

The fourth item on the agenda was for Wendell Feagle to request the Board to pay for cost of materials and allow Suwannee High School’s woodworking class, which is taught by John Hill, to construct a gazebo to be placed on Courthouse grounds.

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

The fifth item on the agenda was to address bids received at the September 5, 2000 Board meeting regarding painting inmate cells in the jail. (Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director)

Mr. Sharpless stated the low bid was from Facelift Painting.   It was found that Facelift Painting was not really interested in the job, but was in competition with Byrd Painting and just wanted to undercut Byrd Painting.   Mr. Sharpless stated that the School System had used Facelift Painting and was not satisfied with the quality of the work.  He felt the Byrd Painting bid was too high and recommended rejecting both bids and advertising for bids again, this time encouraging more contractor participation.

Commissioner Udell motioned to reject the bids for painting inmate cells in the jail and advertise for bids again.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was to discuss roof additions to the Branford EMS Station.  (Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director)

Mr. Sharpless stated it would cost $4,730 to make this addition and upgrade the air conditioning but the Capital Improvement Fund could finance this project.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, stated that OSHA requires that uniforms soiled with body fluids be cleaned at the EMS station and not taken home.  As a result, space was also needed for a washer and dryer.

Commissioner Udell asked how long the addition would take, as it seemed critical to proceed with the project as soon as possible.  Mr. McDonald stated that as soon as the roof extension was finished that his plans were to enclose an area for the washer and dryer to be placed.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve a roof addition to the Branford EMS Station in the amount of $4,730.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom moved to agenda item number ten.

The tenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to open bids for the following products:


a)     Motor and Hydraulic Oil

b) Anti-Freeze

c) Batteries

d) Galvanized Corrugated Metal Pipe

 
Mr. Ray Brown approached the podium and opened the bids.

The first item bid upon was motor and hydraulic oil.  There was one bid, from Jim Hinton Oil Company.  Their bid was for 15W-40 at $3.96 per gallon $217.80 per 55 gallon drum; for 10W at $3.85 per gallon $211.75 per 55 gallon drum; and for Hydraulic Fluid number 68 at $2.65 per gallon $145.75 per 55 gallon drum.  The second item bid upon was batteries.  There were two bidders.  The first bidder was Battery Distributors Southeast of Jacksonville.  

The second bid was from Ray Glass Batteries Inc., of Jacksonville.  (See bids on file at Clerk’s Office for details.)

The third item bid upon was antifreeze.  The only bid was from Jim Hinton Oil Company.  They bid $4.55 per gallon or $4.45 per gallon for a 55-gallon drum.

The fourth item bid upon was galvanized corrugated metal pipe.  There were no bids received for this item.

Mr. Brown requested to review the bids before awarding them.

The Board agreed to the request.

Chairman Odom called break at 7:12 p. m.

7:23 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval and execution of an Emergency Management Preparedness (EMPA) grant.  (Murel McDonald, Emergency Medical Services Director)

Mr. McDonald addressed the Board and explained the EMPA Grant, which helps pay several employees’ salaries.  He then stated that the EMPA grant was combined with the State and Local Assistance(SLA) Grant this year, and the only match funding would be the historically provided $3,000 from the County.  Mr. McDonald stated that the total for the grant was $105,802, with $2,880 to be used for the State Satellite System, and there would probably be approximately $13,500 for the SLA grant when the State provides its contract.

Commissioner Scott motioned to execute an Emergency Management Preparedness (EMPA) grant for the coming year.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement Pending)

Mr. McDonald addressed the Hurricane season and the potential of threats to Suwannee County throughout the season.

 
The eighth item on the agenda was a request for property to be declared surplus and removed from library and county inventory list. (John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries)

Mr. Hales clarified that surplus items 1913 and 1914 were stolen in Hamilton County.

Commissioner Udell motioned to remove the aforementioned items from the library and county inventory list and declare them surplus.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.

 
The ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval and execution of applications for Suwannee County State Aid and Regional State Aid.  (John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries)

Mr. Hales asked the Board to approve the Local and Regional Grants.

Commissioner Baker motioned to execute applications for Suwannee County State Aid and Regional State Aid.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom returned to agenda item number ten.

  
The tenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids for the following products:


a)     Motor and Hydraulic Oil

e) Anti-Freeze

f) Batteries

g) Galvanized Corrugated Metal Pipe

 
Mr. Ray Brown approached the podium and requested to rebid galvanized corrugated metal pipe, as there were no bids received.

Commissioner Scott motioned to rebid galvanized corrugated metal pipe.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown recommended that the bid for batteries be awarded to Battery Distributors Southeast.  (Bids on file in Clerk of Circuit Court’s Office)

Commissioner Scott motioned to award the bid for batteries to Battery Distributors Southeast, Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown recommended that the bid for oil be awarded to Jim Hinton Oil Company for 15W-40 at $3.96 per gallon $217.80 per 55 gallon drum; for 10W at $3.85 per gallon $211.75 per 55 gallon drum; and for Hydraulic 68 at $2.65 per gallon $145.75 per 55 gallon drum.

Commissioner Scott motioned to award the bid for oil to Jim Hinton Oil Company for 15W-40 at $3.96 per gallon $217.80 per 55 gallon drum; for 10W at $3.85 per gallon $211.75 per 55 gallon drum; and for Hydraulic Fluid number 68 at $2.65 per gallon $145.75 per 55 gallon drum, Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.


Mr. Brown then recommended that the bid for antifreeze be awarded to Jim Hinton Oil Company for $4.55 per gallon or $4.45 per gallon for a 55-gallon drum.

Commissioner Scott motioned to award the bid for antifreeze to Jim Hinton Oil Company in the amount of $4.55 per gallon or $4.45 per gallon for a 55-gallon drum.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment to Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. in the amount of $7,734.46 for construction inspection and job monitoring through August 28, 2000 on the CR 49 widening and resurfacing project.  (Ray Brown, Public Works Director)

Mr. Brown stated that Mr. Keen had fulfilled his contract agreements and recommended the payment.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to approve payment to Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc., in the amount of $7,734.46 for construction inspection and job monitoring through August 28, 2000 on the CR 49 widening and resurfacing project.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Pay Request No. 1 to Anderson Columbia, Inc. in the amount of $106,113.06 for work performed on the CR 49 widening and resurfacing project.  (Ray Brown, Public Works Director)

Mr. Brown stated that Mr. Keen had certified that the work had been performed and recommended payment to Anderson Columbia.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve payment of Pay Request No. 1 to Anderson Columbia, Inc., in the amount of $106,113.06 for work performed on the CR 49 widening and resurfacing project.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

 
The thirteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a contract with Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. as engineer for the Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) resurfacing project on CR 132.  (Ray Brown, Public Works Director)

Mr. Brown recommended approval of the proposed contract with Mr. Keen.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve a contract with Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc. as engineer for the Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) resurfacing project on CR 132.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2000-65)

 
The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a contract with Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. as engineer for the Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) resurfacing project on CR 250.  (Ray Brown, Public Works Director)

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve a contract with Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. as engineer for the Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) resurfacing project on CR 250.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried with Commissioner Baker abstaining due to a conflict of interest as his family lives on the road.  (See Agreement No. 2000-64)

 
The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request for authorization for Frank Darabi, Darabi & Associates, in cooperation with Laymon Gray, Biomedical Engineer with Florida State University, to develop a request for proposals for consideration by the Board for petroleum contamination cleanup at Public Works Department.  (Ray Brown, Public Works Director)

Mr. Brown stated that the County had entered into a contract with Mr. Darabi and consulted with Mr. Gray concerning cleanup at the Road Department.  According to Mr. Brown, Mr. Darabi had stated that the Department of Environmental Protection was exhibiting concern over the County’s lack of movement forward on the cleanup.   Mr. Brown asked for Board direction.

Commissioner Udell motioned to authorize Frank Darabi, Darabi and Associates, in cooperation with Laymon Gray, Biomedical Engineer with Florida State University, to develop a request for proposals for consideration by the Board for petroleum contamination cleanup at the Public Works Department.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

 
The sixteenth item on the agenda was to determine final priority ranking of Transportation Enhancement Program projects for submission to the Florida Department of Transportation.  (Ray Brown, Public Works Director)

Mr. Brown stated that according to the Department of Transportation, these projects are basically on hold until later, and there was no need to submit any new projects.  As a result, the Department of Transportation asked that the County resubmit its prior requests.

Commissioner Udell ranked the project on a sidewalk to Walmart as first.  Mr. Brown suggested that the Branford School may be a larger priority.  As a result, Commissioner Udell changed the Branford School sidewalk on SR 247 to his first priority.

Commissioner Baker stated that the Wal-Mart sidewalk was also important.   Discussion ensued on the issue.

Commissioner Baker motioned to rank the Transportation Enhancement Program projects for submission to the Florida Department of Transportation in the following order:  Branford sidewalk first, the Live Oak sidewalk hub as second, and the Wal-Mart sidewalk as third.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to approve contract discussions with Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for engineering services for the Rodeo Arena Project.  (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

This item was discussed after agenda item number twenty-one.

 
The eighteenth item on the agenda was to authorize interdepartmental transfer of vehicles.  (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Mr. Harvey addressed the Board and asked if his vehicle could be swapped with a vehicle at EMS that had a lower mileage.

Commissioner Udell motioned for an interdepartmental transfer of vehicles from the County Office to EMS.  Commissioner Scott seconded.  Commissioner Baker asked if the EMS vehicle had been provided through EMPA funding.  Mr. McDonald responded that it had not.  The motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of proposed pay and classification changes at the Public Works Department.  (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

 
Mr. Harvey stated that this item had been discussed at workshops, and he then explained the basic issues.   Mr. Harvey stated the adoption of this plan did not automatically initiate any pay increases for any individuals.  He commented on Mr. Fuller’s earlier comments and stated that the funds that might be used for any raises would be from restricted tax monies that could not be used for the volunteer fire departments.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve a Public Works Pay Classification change as requested.  Commissioner Scott seconded.  Commissioner Baker stated that though the Public Works Department may have the restricted funds available, the County was not in any position to do the same for other departments.  Commissioner Udell stated that the salaries of Constitutional Offices were not the Board’s concern.  Commissioner Baker stated that there were other departments under the Board that needed the same raises.  The motion to approve a Public Works Pay Classification change carried, with Commissioner Baker opposed.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request for approval of participation in the Small County Coalition for Fiscal Year 2000-2001 for a fee of $2,250.  (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Mr. Harvey stated that the dues were worthwhile and recommended funding for the Coalition dues.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve participation in the Small County Coalition for Fiscal Year 2000-2001 for a fee of $2,250.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a short recess at 8:07 p.m.

September 19, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

8: 17 p.m.

 
Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution encouraging utilization of the Florida Association of Counties/Florida Sheriffs Association Vehicle Acquisition Program.  (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Mr. Harvey explained that the project was an alternative method to acquire vehicles, but involved no obligation to the County.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve a resolution encouraging utilization of the Florida Association of Counties/Florida Sheriffs Association Vehicle Acquisition Program.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-65)


Chairman Odom returned to agenda item number seventeen.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to approve contract discussions with Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for engineering services for the Rodeo Arena Project.  (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Mr. Harvey explained that while Mr. Peter Hahn had a contract on County buildings, Mr. Keen was already involved in the engineering on the Rodeo Arena and felt that an agreement with Mr. Keen for the next phase of the Rodeo arena was best for all concerned.

Mr. Govan Knight addressed the Board concerning cost overruns and suggested that the engineering contracts should be worded so that engineers are responsible for their mistakes.

Mr. Harvey asked for authority to negotiate a contract with Curtis Keen, Engineer.  Commissioner Udell supported Mr. Knight’s comments.

Commissioner Udell motioned to negotiate a contract with Mr. Keen for the Rodeo Arena Project.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to request a status report from the Clerk of Court/Finance Officer regarding a $126,780 shortfall in interest earnings for Fiscal Year 1999-2000.  (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Mr. Harvey addressed some figures in the agenda materials and stated that $2,488,461 was estimated to have been earned since the beginning of the fiscal year, but the actual amount credited was $1,654,266.  The interest shortfall of approximately $120,434 should have been credited to the Board’s accounts but was not.  Mr. Harvey stated the budget officer had been monitoring this throughout the year.   He addressed a resolution from 1998 and memorandum from County Attorney Airth concerning the return of interest to Board accounts.  Mr. Harvey stated the agenda item was to request a status report from the Clerk at this meeting.

Commissioner Baker motioned to ask the Clerk of Court for a status report on interest earnings for Suwannee County for the present fiscal year.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, sited Florida Statute 28.33 and its directions on interest.  The statute expressly states that interest accruing from deposited money shall be deemed the income of the Clerk of Court.  However, Mr. Henderson stated that to promote fairness, he has consistently returned 70% of the interest earned to the Board instead of keeping it for his office.

Commissioner Udell cited Florida Statute 125.31-1 and how it related to interest.  Upon questioning by Commissioner Udell as to what statute he relied upon, Mr. Henderson again cited Florida Statute 28.33.  Commissioner Udell stated that he, as well as the Board, relied on Florida Statute 125.31.

Mr. Henderson stated that if law was to be interpreted, his attorney, Mr. Frank Gafford, would address the issue.

Mr. Gafford stated that Commissioner Udell’s quotes stating that Florida Statute 28.33 was subservient to Florida Statute 125.31 were non-existent.  He further explained that the preamble to Florida Statute 125.31 states that, “unless otherwise authorized by law or by ordinance. . . .,” and that according to this phrase, Florida Statute 125.31 was in fact subservient to Florida Statute 28.33, not vice versa.

Commissioner Udell asked if the Board was going to discuss law or money.

Mr. Gafford explained that the Clerk was answering the question asked of him and that the Statutes play a key role in the explanation of the answer.

Commissioner Baker asked to hear Mr. Airth’s opinion on the matter.  Mr. Airth stated he could not add to his prior memorandum but recited points therein.

Commissioner Baker submitted materials to the Board on the cost comparisons of running the Clerk’s Office with other counties and then reviewed them with the Board.  He also submitted information from the State Courts Administrator on felony cases as another comparison of the Suwannee Clerk’s Office to similar counties. Commissioner Baker stated the clerk was not entitled to the interest or additional fees because his expenditures were too high in his opinion.  He recommended that the County pursue these funds.

Commissioner Udell asked what method the Board should use to pursue these aforementioned funds.  Commissioner Baker responded that he was unqualified to answer the question.

Commissioner Udell asked Chairman Odom what course of action should be pursued.  Mr. Airth suggested allowing the Clerk to make the report the Board had requested.

Commissioner Scott asked Mr. Harvey if the Clerk reflected this contested interest in his budget requests and cited Florida Statute 218.35, which requires the Clerk, and other officers, to do so.  Mr. Harvey was unsure.  He then explained how Commissioner Baker’s materials were a part of the agenda item.

There was discussion on further proceedings into the matter.  The Board asked for a status report from the Clerk in writing.  Clerk Henderson stated he could provide it the following morning.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment in the amount of $44,531.25 to W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, for fees for the month of August, 2000.  (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Mr. Harvey stated that the court fees for the month of August comprised approximately $36,000, with copies and other miscellaneous fees accounting for a further approximate $7,000.  

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve payment in the amount of $44,531.25 to W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, for fees for the month of August 2000.  Commissioner Baker seconded, then stated that he would prefer to hold payment until the interest issue was settled.  He did, however, realize that this would  not be possible.  The motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Deloris Chotiner and reappointment of James Crapps to the Historical Commission.

Commissioner Scott motioned to appoint of Deloris Chotiner and reappoint James Crapps to the Historical Commission.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

 
The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was a request for retroactive authorization of the chairman’s signature on a resolution proclaiming September 11-16, 2000 as Rodeo Week in Suwannee County.  (Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.)

Commissioner Udell motioned for retroactive authorization of the chairman’s signature on a resolution proclaiming September 11-16, 2000 as Rodeo Week in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-67)

 
The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items.

A) Approval of a Donated Space Agreement between the County and Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc. for FY 2000-2001. (Edward C. Harvey, Jr. County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve a Donated Space Agreement between the County and Meridian Healthcare, Inc., for FY 2000-2001.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement No. Pending)

B) Adoption of resolution requesting the Suwannee River Water Management District to reduce permit processing fees for FY 2000-2001. (Edward C. Harvey, Jr. County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt a resolution requesting the Suwannee River Water Management District to reduce permit processing fees for FY 2000-2001.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-66)

C) Approval of an agreement with Consultec, Inc. for Suwannee County to receive Medicaid payments by electronic transfer. (Edward C. Harvey, Jr. County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that the Board and not a department manager should execute the agreement.  He suggested two motions, one to approve the agreement, and the other to have the Clerk set up electronic transfer of funds.

Commissioner Udell motioned to enter into the agreement with Consultec, Inc. for Suwannee County to receive Medicaid payments by electronic transfer.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2000-63)

Commissioner Udell motioned to request the Clerk set up the electronic transfer with Consultec, Inc.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

D) Retroactive approval for declaration of a state of emergency during Tropical Storm Gordon. (Edward C. Harvey, Jr. County Coordinator/Budget Officer and Murel McDonald, Emergency Management Director)

Commissioner Udell motioned for retroactive approval for a declaration of a state of emergency during Tropical Storm Gordon.  Commissioner Scott seconded.  Commissioner Udell stated he had been notified by the Chairman of the declaration.  Chairman then stated he had contacted three of the commissioners.  The motion carried unanimously and was then signed by all commissioners.  (See Resolution No. 2000-68)

E) Relocation of Sheriff’s personnel from the C. D. Building. (Edward C. Harvey, Jr. County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Mr. Harvey stated that there had been significant discussion on the relocation of personnel and the past weekend’s rain had caused further building deterioration.  Mr. Peter Hahn, Engineer, had recommended the building be vacated as soon as possible.  Mr. Harvey stated that the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative building was not yet available, but the old Nettie Baisden Elementary School and shopping center spaces had been considered.  Mr. Harvey suggested that some construction-type portable buildings may be the solution and their rent was reasonable.  He asked the Board to recess until 9:00 a.m. on Friday, September 22, 2000, to give time for arrangements to be made.

F) Postponement of a public hearing for tax abatement for Suwannee American. (Edward C. Harvey, Jr. County Coordinator/Budget Officer)

Mr. Harvey stated that October 17, 2000, was set as the date to hold a public hearing on the tax abatement issue, but Suwannee American parties had requested it be postponed.

Commissioner Udell motioned to reconsider prior action on the Suwannee American Tax Abatement issue, on which the date for public hearing had been set.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Scott motioned to rescind the prior motion setting the date for the Suwannee American Tax Abatement date for October 17, 2000.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

G) Temporary closure of handicap parking spaces on the southeast side of the Courthouse to accommodate equipment for a roofing project on the Courthouse. (Edward C. Harvey, Jr. County Coordinator/Budget Officer) 

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated there was a need to temporarily close handicap spaces by Thursday, September 21, 2000 due to construction needs.

Commissioner Udell motioned to temporarily close handicap parking spaces on the southeast side of the Courthouse to accommodate equipment for the roofing project on the Courthouse.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was Staff Reports.

Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that the State Attorney’s recommendation on an investigation of the Road Department had been studied and the County Office was already working on the recommended policy.  He also stated that he had asked the Historical Commission for $319,000 in the next Legislature for Courthouse Renovations.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, expressed remorse toward those who made accusations against him.  He thanked the Board for their support of he and the Public Works Department.  He then gave some detail of his Department’s operations and mentioned that the rock crusher was being advertised as the present time.

Chairman Odom commended Mr. Brown and thanked him for his services.

Commissioner Udell stated that there were many talented employees at the Public Works Department and commended them all.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, discussed the activities of the library and the staff’s activities in preparing for the art show on September 17-29, 2000.  He advised the Board that the internet instruction programs had been reinstated.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that a hearing on the Suwannee Farms lawsuit would be heard the following week.

W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, had nothing to discuss. 

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoices.

Commissioner Udell motioned to pay invoices No. 2000-551 - 2000-574, in the amount of $709,082.68.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Warrants Issued Report

To be Approved 09-19-00

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
236,429.11

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
50,144.88

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
167.04

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
11,604.51

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
10.11

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
9,910.17

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
4,734.22

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
6,879.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
10.49

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
206,560.69

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
45,599.19

172
RECREATION FUND
$
26,918.86

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
16,461.22

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
575.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
76,796.07

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
16,282.12







GRAND TOTAL
$
709,082.68

BATCHES 2000-551 – 574

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

There were none.

Commissioner Scott motioned to recess the meeting until Friday, September 22, 2000, at 9:00 a. m.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed at 9:55 p.m.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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