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September 7, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P. M. 

On the above cited date and time the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners held a Special Meeting to hold a public hearing on Non Ad Valorem Tax Assessment for the 75th Drive (Ingram Road) Improvement District. The following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jerry Scott; and Commissioner Barry Baker.  Also present were County Attorney Airth, Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson and Clerk’s Assistant Keta Asbury.

Chairman Odom Called the meeting to order and asked Joe Chamberlain to lead the invocation and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

Chairman Odom read an announcement detailing the purpose of the meeting to assess special assessments for the 75th Drive (Ingram Road) Improvement District.

Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer addressed the Board and suggested that Chairman Odom entertain public comments.

Hal Airth, County Attorney advised Marietta Branch and Walter Ingram, III had filed written objections.

Mr. Ingram was not present.

Ms. Marietta Branch addressed the Board.  She addressed correspondence received from the Board, and pointed out the errors in the information sent, she stated that Parcel number 02672-001000, to her knowledge, does not exist.  However, there are 80 acres on the south end of Peacock Lake that has a parcel number close to the one cited.  Ms. Branch added that there is a 13 acre parcel there is an incorrect description parcel number “2654”, which is located at the bottom of the lake.  Ms. Branch also mentioned Lot 19 which is .22 acres.  She stated that all parcels are detailed in her letter to the Board. 

Mr. Harvey clarified the request is for correction on assessment on frontage of two lots that do not front the road. 

Dr. Ed Branch drew the two lots in question that do not front the roadway.  He complained that the paving only increased traffic speed in front of their property.  

Mr. Airth clarified that Ms. Branch is not objecting to the lot assessment, but the road frontage assessment only.  She would also like the runoff and culvert situation corrected.  

Mr. Ron Moss addressed the Board and thanked the Board for paving 75th Drive.  However, he does have an objection.  Mr. Moss stated that the residents were to pay $74,623.40 for the asphalt only, to the best of his memory, and there are now extra items totaling $100,212.66.  These include culverts, grass seed, engineering, and others.

Chairman Odom stated that he would never agree to do such a project again, however, if he did, he believes the involved residents should pay the entire cost.

Mr. Moss disagreed and said that there are other roads currently being paved at the County’s total cost.

Mr. Airth stated the initial advertisement was for the purpose of road and drainage improvement, and the initial cost estimate was $110,000.

Mr. Moss responded that the ad identifies the project, not who is to pay for what items.

Mr. Udell asked if Mr. Moss was requesting the Board to absorb the $35,000 difference.

Mr. Moss advised his assessment was around $17,000 and is worth it to him.  However, there was a scenario presented that was not followed.

Commissioner Udell reminded Mr. Moss the County did the lime rock and other work at no charge.

Mr. Moss responded that he has cooperated in assisting with this project to aid the county.

Commissioner Udell stated he Mr. Moss and the residents should pay for the entire project cost.

Ms. Mary V. Chauncey addressed the Board and stated that she owns a lot in Conners Park.   She explained that the West side of her property abuts Ingram Road but access is from 73rd Road, not 75th Drive.  She requested an adjustment.

Ms. Chauncey was advised to submit a letter to the Board in writing.

Joe Chamberlin addressed the Board and stated that he supports Mr. Moss’s understanding of the agreement to pay for paving and application of paving.  He also stated that there was a meeting with Commissioner Hillhouse and Ray Brown in which they stated the county would pay for all work except the pavement and its application.  Mr. Chamberlin explained the formula for dividing the assessment and stated it mostly impacted Mr. Moss and Camp Weed as the formula was designed to benefit the small property owner.

Chairman Odom recessed the Ingram Road Public Hearing at 7:04 P.M.

7:04 P.M.

Chairman Odom opened the Workshop on Pay Classification and recessed it at 7:05 P.M.

7:20 P.M. 

Chairman Odom reconvened the Ingram Road Public Hearing and called on Lisa Hester.

Ms. Mary Maxwell addressed the Board along with Ms. Hester on behalf of Linda Harris who has a mobile home on two lots (one parcel).  The parcel has no paved road frontage and accordingly Ms. Harris requested to change the two lots to one parcel instead of two.

Mr. Don Allen, a member of the committee to make the applications explained how the application was figured to multi-lot parcels.  He indicated that Ms. Harris’s situation must have been an oversight.  


Mr. Joe Skierski addressed the Board and stated that the short driveway paved by the County has created a drainage problem.  He also addressed a street sign for 75th Loop, which is currently located at the end of the pavement and should be moved.  Mr. Skierski also felt the drive to the boat ramp should be paved, which would improve the lake quality and make the ramp more useable.  Mr. Skierski also repeated that the issue of cost and increases should have been addressed and made clear before hand.

Mr. Eddy Hillhouse addressed the Board.   He stated that he disagreed with Chairman Odom when he stated he would never agree to do project like Ingram Road again.  He suggested that having people pay for pavement with the county doing the sub-work was a good deal.  Mr. Hillhouse pointed out that this is the same deal the Board has with the State for paving County Road 49.

Mr. Hillhouse clarified that the owners were told their only cost would be for pavement.  He felt it is important that the Board adhere to their prior agreement.  Mr. Hillhouse stated that prior to paving, the county likely spent $35,000 annually on maintenance due to erosion.

Commissioner Baker asked about reading the letter from Mr. Ingram. 

Mr. Airth advised that Mr. Ingram’s request is to adjust his frontage assessment from 828 feet of frontage to 377 feet of road frontage due to the road changing its footprint.  

As no other members of the public wished to speak, Chairman Odom closed the Public Hearing.

Mr. Airth addressed each complaint.

Commissioner Udell moved and Commissioner Taylor seconded to remove 125 feet of Ms. Marietta Branch’s assessment, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell moved to deny Mr. Ron Moss’ request that the  county $35,000 from the assessment, Commissioner Taylor made a second.

Commissioner Scott stated the county should keep its word as it was initially communicated to the residents.

Commissioner Baker stated this project was performed under a MSBU and must be applied as per the Ordinance.  There being no further discussion, the motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Scott opposed.

Mr. Airth addressed the Chauncey request.

Commissioner Scott moved to deny the request by Mary V. Chauncey, Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Next Commissioner Udell moved to approve Ms. Linda Harris’s requested to change to one parcel instead of two, Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Scott moved to approve Mr. Walter Ingram III’s request to reduce from 828 feet of frontage to 377 feet of frontage, and Commissioner Udell seconded.  

Commissioner Baker questioned if the road was moved at Mr. Ingram’s request.  

Mr. Don Allen stated that was not the case Camp Weed donated the land so that the road could be moved to straighten out the curve. 

Joe Chamberlain opposed Camp Weed being assessed more for their giving the County road right of way. 

Mr. Airth advised the Board that if the request was granted, it would reduce the total footage to less than the assessment is based on.  He suggested if the Board were to grant this request that the front footage should be left just as it is and not change anyone’s footage.

Commissioner Scott withdrew his initial motion, and Commissioner Udell withdrew his second.

Commissioner Scott moved to reduce the liner footage as requested from 828 feet to 377 feet for Walter Ingram and to leave the road footage at 19,839 feet Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Airth provided the adjusted figures for the MSBU.  He stated that there are 102 individual parcels in the for $491.24 each and 19,839 feet of road frontage at $2.5256 per foot.

Mr. Airth read the resolution for the special assessment for the MSBU into the record,and advised the Board must establish an annual interest rate.

Commissioner Scott moved to adopt the resolution and the annual percentage rate of 8% Commissioner Udell seconded.

Commissioner Baker stated that the interest rate should be assessed at what it would cost the county to borrow the money.

The motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2000-63)   

Chairman Odom adjourned Ingram Public Hearing at 8:10 P.M.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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