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July 18, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


6:05 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jerry Scott; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Jean Fieler, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Odom called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m., and asked Commissioner Baker to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were three listed additional agenda items, all of which were requested by Greg Scott, Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Department Director:

1. Present update on status of All Star Teams going to state tournaments;

2. Introduce State Championship Softball Team and Coach Jeff Smith; and

3. Coach Smith to request contribution from Board for travel expenses for team to the regional tournament.

Commissioner Scott motioned to accept the requested items to be heard as the next item.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

Greg Scott spoke at length about the All Star Teams, and introduced State Championship 12-and-under girl’s Softball Team and Coach Jeff Smith.  Mr. Smith gave a brief history behind the team and described the challenges the girls faced and overcame at the state tournaments to become state champions.

Mr. Smith pointed out that the team is the first team from Suwannee County to win a state championship, and requested a contribution from the Board for travel expenses for the team to the regional national tournament.  He explained that the trip would cost approximately $4,000 to $5,000.

Mr. Smith introduced the team as follows:  present were Walter Starling Assistant Coach, Amanda Wainwright, Katie Smith, Debra Craig, Heather Benson, Candice Goodman, Leah Skank, Mandy Fletcher, Kate Townsend, Stephanie Starling not present were Jenna Jordan, Brook Ross, Kelsey Sellgren, and Alicia Cash.

Commissioner Baker asked for the name of a contact person to receive donations.  Mr. Smith suggested Samantha Starling, 842-5079 (checks payable to “Suwannee Stars”).

Chairman Odom explained to Mr. Scott that the Board is not permitted to use county funds to finance the trip, however, the Commissioners could donate individually.  Commissioner Baker suggested that the Board make individual donations and challenge the members of the City Council to match their donations.

Mr. Scott asked if it would be appropriate to go ahead and purchase the uniforms with current recreation department funds as is commonly done for other uniforms, and later make any budget amendment to adjust a fund shortage if required.  Mr. Harvey responded that he did not anticipate a problem with Mr. Scott’s request, as many budget adjustments are made at the end of the fiscal year.

Commissioner Udell motioned that additional funding in the amount of $1,000.00 be afforded the Recreation Department.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Taylor.  Motion carried unanimously.

The members of the team thanked the Board for their contributions and the Board wished the team good luck.


The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of regular meeting held on June 19, 2000.  Commissioner Baker requested a correction on page four, last paragraph from “Sharon Isler” to “Sharon Neisler” the following correction, after which, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval as amended.  Commissioner Baker made a second and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was to hear public Concerns or Comments.  The Chairman asked any one with comments to come forward to the podium.  George Fuller commended Dan Sivyer, Fire Coordinator for his thorough presentation at the workshop regarding county fire service.  He did feel, however, that the buildings proposed by the Fire Coordinator were excessive.  He suggested using the new building on CR 49 as a model for future buildings.

The fourth item on the agenda was to hear a request from A.P. “Buddy” Nott, Mayor of the City of Live Oak, to request permission to place a plaque on the front of the Courthouse honoring John Parshley, the founder of Live Oak, as part of the “Great Floridans” program sponsored by the state of Florida.  Mayor Nott explained that the City will maintain the 12” x 12” plaque and also pay for it, which is navy blue with black letters.  He asked that the plaque be placed next to the cornerstone on the County Courthouse.

Commissioner Baker motioned for approval of Mayor Nott’s request to place a plaque on the front of the Courthouse honoring John Parshley.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

The fifth item on the agenda was for Jessica Bertine, Suwannee County Conservation District Representative, to discuss a proposal for Conservation Technician. Ms. Bertine stressed that the position of Conservation Technician is to support a voluntary, incentive-based program to reduce nitrate contamination of ground and surface waters of the Middle Suwannee River Basin Area.  She described two proposals.  The first proposal would involve adopting the Conservation Technician as a county employee and fund the position for two years, in the amount of $50,000.00 the first year and $45,000.00 the second year, through a Source Water Assessment and Protection Grant from DEP.

The second proposal involved cost sharing with other agencies at the end of the initial two-year period.  At the end of two years they would again come before the board, which would decide whether to keep the position and how to fund it, or end it.

In response to Commissioner Udell’s question, Joel Love explained that while the county would not be obligated to continue the position after the two years, it is strongly recommended that the position be kept intact.  Mr. Love explained that the cost of the position would be reimbursed on a quarterly basis, while funded by the grant for two years.

Mr. Harvey informed the Board the county will fill the position, however, he suggested that the county seek technical advice from the Conservation District when doing so.  He also suggested that the employee be advised up front that the position is grant-funded and possibly limited to two years.

Responding to a question by Commissioner Udell, Mr. Love explained that the employee would be a county employee, but would be working in the Conservation District Office.  He speculated for Commissioner Baker that there is a good possibility the county would receive the cost-sharing benefit after the two years.

In response to Mr. George Fuller’s question, Mr. Love stated that the person hired for the job would have to be a high school graduate and have the technical expertise and resources to know where to refer a problem if one should arise.  The money is basically for salaries and equipment.

Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board adopt the position of Conservation Technician as a county employee with total funding by the Source Water Assessment and Protection Grant from the Department of Environmental Protection at no cost to Suwannee County.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was to consider approval of a resolution to hold a public hearing to consider application for Road Closing by Richard L. Johnston to close that road segment in Section 21, Township 5 South, Range 14 East, that connects 87th Street to 230th Street presented by Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director.

Ms. Odom approached the podium and briefly explained the application to the Board.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution to hold a public hearing to consider an application for Road Closing by Richard L. Johnston to close that road segment in Section 21, Township 5 South, Range 14 East, that connects 87th Street to 230th Street on August 15,2000.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-52)

Chairman Odom recessed for a break.

July 18, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

7:05 p.m.


Chairman Odom brought the meeting back to order.

The seventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 P. M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to approve or deny Special Permit Request No. SP-00-07-01 by Edward White, authorized agent for Jeffery A. White and V. Amanda White, for intensive agriculture (four (4) poultry houses) and solid waste facility (composting barn) on property zoned Agriculture-1 presented, by Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director).

After being sworn in by Mr. Airth, Ms. Odom proceeded to give her staff report and concurrency assessment, finding that the project would be in compliance with the levels of service standards established by the County Comprehensive Plan.  She introduced the petitioner, Edward White.

Mr. White was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He explained his application at length, stating that he feels the chicken houses have met the criteria in order to qualify for a special permit.  He stated that the odor most people associate with chicken houses is due to the spreading of the litter as fertilizer and not to the houses themselves.  Mr. White described the location as a farming area, and pointed out that several of the surrounding farmers are already spreading chicken litter on their fields.

Mr. White then answered several questions for the Commissioners.  Commissioner Baker and Commissioner Scott expressed concern over drainage issues because the access road to the property would be directly through wet lands and a floodplain area.  Several members of the audience had questions for Mr. White, which he answered.

In response to Commissioner Udell’s question, once Mr. White son’s house is built it will be 600 feet from the chicken houses and no one else is any closer.

Chairman Odom called for any opposition to the chicken houses to please come forward.

Commissioner Baker disclosed that he has discussed this issue with Marlon Ivey.

Mr. Airth swore in several people that wished to speak in opposition to the chicken houses.

Marlon Ivey was first at the podium.  He stated that his descendants date back to the post-civil war era in the Fort Union area and asserted that the chicken houses would have an adverse effect on the community.  Mr. Ivey referred to the proposed resolution which states whereas, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that: Changed or changing conditions make the proposed use advantageous to the community and the neighborhood; (e) The proposed use will not have an undue adverse influence on the living conditions in the neighborhood; (f) The proposed use will not create or excessively increase traffic congestion or otherwise affect public safety; (i) The proposed use will not adversely affect property values in the adjacent area; (j) The proposed use will not be a deterrent to the improvement or development of adjacent property in accord with existing regulations; and (k) The proposed use is not out of scale with the needs of the neighborhood or the community.  Mr. Ivey responded to each of these points.  In addition to the unpleasant odor, the access road is in very poor condition and unsuitable for the large trucks.  Mr. Ivey pointed out that Mr. White himself stated that the chicken houses might have an adverse effect on some property values.  Mr. Ivey was also concerned about the numerous wetlands located in the area.  He asked that the Board deny the special permit.

Mr. Ivey answered several questions for the Commissioners and members of the audience.  In response to Commissioner Udell’s question, Mr. Ivey stated that approximately a forty-acre field separates his house and where the proposed chicken houses will be placed.

Anthony DePass was next at the podium.  He expressed concern over the amount of water that would be used by the chicken houses and stated that over the years the water table has been slowly decreasing.  He also stated that the road Mr. White plans to use for access to the chicken houses would be inaccessible during the wet season.  Mr. DePass distributed photographs depicting the low level of water currently found in the wetlands in the area.

Mr. DePass answered several questions for the Commissioners concerning the access road.

Addressing the issue of the possibility of the access road flooding, Mr. White interjected that the road is three feet higher than the highest watermark on the tree depicted in the photographs submitted by Mr. DePass.

Mr. Airth clarified that the property in question touches a public road, which constitutes a legal right of access.  Whether or not the road will be accessible during the wet season is not up before the Board at this time.

Mr. DePass requested that the Commissioners take a ride down 145th Road to see the condition of the road.  He felt that additional traffic from semi trucks would only worsen the condition.

Gary Montgomery addressed the wetland issue.  He pointed out that any adjustments Mr. White makes to the road to compensate for flooding would only cause flooding problems for the surrounding neighbors.

Mr. Montgomery answered a question regarding the length of time the access road to the property has been in place:  approximately one year.

Mr. White rebutted that the road was there when he first looked at the property.  Also, the road is not in a wetland, but beside a wetland.

Chairman Odom opened the floor for public comment.  Mr. Ivey stated that he does not feel the large trucks will be able to access the property using the road as it is.  Commissioner Udell clarified that the private access road is beyond the scope of the Board.  Mr. Ivey reiterated that the addition of chicken houses on this property would adversely effect the wetland and the quality of air in the area.

Commissioner Udell stated that the wet land area is not something that the Board can address, that is something that should be brought up to Suwannee County Water Management.  He also stated that Mr. White’s access road connects to a county road and would make it impossible for the Board to say that Mr. White can not use it for what ever he wants.  The only thing the Board can be concerned with is what is in the boundaries of Mr. White’s land.

James Hamilton, a former employee of Gold Kist, stated that he knows first hand of numerous farms in the county that are very difficult to access due to water and poor roads.

Anthony and Dorothy DePass again encouraged the Board to drive down the road and see the deplorable condition for themselves.

Gary Montgomery stated that he and his neighbors simply want to know where the Board will draw the line on what they will allow in to the community.

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Airth if the Board could approve the permit subject to the access road complying with the various other permitting agencies, such as Water Management.  Mr. Airth responded that the Board could approve the permit contingent on any issue or item that the board wishes to add to it.  Commissioner Baker also stated that the smell associated with the litter is usually caused by wet litter, which could be a problem in a wetland area.  He would want the litter to be transported out of the area.

Commissioner Baker motioned to grant the special permit {Special Permit Request No. SP-00-07-01 by Edward White, authorized agent for Jeffery A. White and V. Amanda White, for intensive agriculture (four (4) poultry houses) and solid waste facility (composting barn) on property zoned Agriculture-1} provided the two concerns are met:  That the applicant meet the qualifications of other agencies such as Suwannee River Water Management District and other appropriate agencies as to access going into the property.  If those agencies will not grant access into the property, then the permit would be denied.  Also, after composting, the litter would have to be transported off site.  After clarification that the litter would have to leave the property all together, the motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.  Motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Scott opposed.  (Resolution Pending)

Chairman Odom recessed for a break.

July 18, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

9:15 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The eighth item on the agenda was the Falmouth Volunteer Fire/Rescue Department (Station 32) to make a presentation to Board of County Commissioners and Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, in appreciation of efforts made on Station’s behalf.  Cleatus McCook presented the Board members with a symbolic shovel and Mr. Harvey with a plaque.

The ninth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to Local Hazard Mitigation Strategy.  Edward Harvey, County Coordinator presented this item for Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director.

Mr. Harvey reminded the Board that this matter was tabled at the last meeting.  He pointed out that the effort is a unified, countywide, strategy that was developed with the input of several city and county entities.

Commissioner Scott motioned for adoption of a resolution pertaining to Local Hazard Mitigation Strategy, repealing all resolutions in conflict, and providing an effective date of July 18, 2000, with the condition that all expenditures under this program must first come before the Board for approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-53)

The tenth item regarding consideration of approval of write-offs of EMS accounts was withdrawn from the agenda at the request of Mr. Harvey.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to award the contract for airport fencing.  Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, reminded the Board that three bids were received for this project, with Texas Commercial Fence as the low bidder.  He reported that after clarification with the representatives from Texas Commercial Fence, the bid was revised to $187,162.30.  Accordingly, Commissioner Scott motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was to present recommendations for awarding of a bid for renovations to Suwannee County Courthouse. (Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer.

Mr. Harvey reminded the Board that the lowest bid received for the project was $517,000 but the grant amount is $375,000.  He requested that the bid be awarded at $425,000 and allow the contract for the work to be awarded to Bradley Construction.  He asked that $50,000 be added to the project budget to be provided from improvement funds of the county.

Commissioner Udell asked for clarification as to how Bradley came up with the $425,000 and whether the other companies participating in the bidding process were given the opportunity to look into the deducts.

James Lewis of Clemons, Rutherford and Associates, Inc. explained that the apparent low bidder earns the right to negotiate the contract, however, he conceded that the other companies were not given the opportunity to investigate the re-write because their bids were much higher.

Commissioner Udell was concerned with this.

Mr. Lewis did not feel that such a minor change would constitute a legal challenge.  Mr. Airth concurred.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of Bradley Construction Company for $425,000 for restoration of the Courthouse.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Taylor and carried unanimously.

Mr. Harvey described the second phase of the renovation project to include re-roofing, working on the dome, working on the windows, and mortar work on the exterior walls.

Mr. Harvey added with the next grant $300,000.00 will be used to rework the HVAC electrical plumbing and sees no reason that we could not be working on the roof, exterior walls, windows, plumbing, heat and air conditioning all at the same time.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was for approval of a contract with Suwannee Valley Engineering for engineering services for parking and renovation of buildings.  Mr. Harvey reported that the proposed contract with Peter Hahn is a basic engineering contract with a few changes.  The contract is now ready for review by the County Attorney, but will be brought back before the Board at the next meeting.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to request approval of payment of an invoice in the amount of $38,734.00 to W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, for Clerk’s Fees for the month of June 2000. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer.  Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for authorization to pave the parking pad and apron at the South County Fire Station.  Mr. Brown stated he would like to take advantage of the fact that C.R. 49 is currently being paved and the materials are already in the area.  He predicted the project cost would not exceed $1,500.00.

Commissioner Taylor motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown requested approval of a reimbursement agreement with Department of Transportation for resurfacing of C.R. 250 from Suwannee River to S.R. 51 under the Small County Road Assistance Program, and adoption of resolution authorizing the Chairman and Clerk to execute agreement. 

In light of the ethics charges brought up on Commissioner Scott, Commissioner Baker requested that he be allowed to abstain from the vote because the project involves a road where some of his family resides.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve Ray Brown, Public Works Director’s request (for approval of a reimbursement agreement with Department of Transportation for resurfacing of C.R. 250 from Suwannee River to S.R. 51 under the Small County Road Assistance Program, and adoption of resolution authorizing the Chairman and Clerk to execute agreement).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Taylor and carried with Commissioner Baker abstaining.  (See Resolution No. 2000-54)

Mr. Brown then requested approval of a reimbursement agreement with Department of Transportation for the resurfacing of C.R. 132 from U.S. 90 to S.R. 51 (U.S. 129 North) under the Small County Road Assistance Program, and adoption of a resolution authorizing Chairman and Clerk to execute the agreement.  Commissioner Scott motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2000-55)

Mr. Brown requested that the Board reject the bid for transportation and disposal of leachate from the Suwannee County Landfill, and re-bid the project.  Commissioner Udell so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Taylor and carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to discuss obtaining an easement for $4,000.00 from Suwannee Salvage for a drainage ditch and discuss relocation of the fence.  Ray Brown, Public Works Director, briefly explained the request, after which, Commissioner Taylor motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to discuss Department of Transportation letter regarding lighting and landscaping at U.S. 129 and I-10 interchange.  Ray Brown, Public Works Director explained the letter for the Board.

The Board decided that landscaping was not important but there is a definite need for lighting.  In response Mr. Brown stated that he would write a letter to the Department of Transportation expressing the Board’s wishes.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was concerning the reappointment of Louis Berry to Board of Directors of North Central Florida Health Planning Council, Inc.  Commissioner Udell so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Taylor and carried unanimously.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was staff reports.

a) Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer reported that he and several other concerned citizens will be traveling to Tallahassee tomorrow morning to meet with the Governor and Cabinet Aides to discuss the prison issue.  He reminded the Board that an ad will be published in the paper announcing that on July 25th the entire Board will be meeting with the Governor and the Cabinet regarding the prison issue.

b) Ray Brown, Public Works Director brought to the Board’s attention a grant being offered through the Florida Department of Transportation called the Florida DOT County Incentive Grant.  He requested that this matter be placed on the next regular agenda for further discussion.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Brown if the numerous campaign signs have impeded maintenance of the county right-of-ways.  Mr. Brown responded that they are a nuisance and some of them have been mowed over.  Commissioner Udell was concerned about the signs being placed too close to the road, on the right-of-ways, and too close to stop signs.

c) John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries was not present.

d) Hal. Airth, County Attorney had nothing to report.

e) W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court was not present.

The twenty fourth item on the agenda was to consider for approval the payment of invoices Batch No. 2000-451 through 2000-473 totaling $900,200.37.  Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Commissioner Scott seconded motion and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Warrants Issued Report

To be Approved 07-18-00

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
290,314.32

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
123,034.62

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
13,994.78

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
11,516.26

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
0.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
1,588.75

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
11,391.56

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
4,708.65

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
0.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
77,863.54

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
46,703.54

172
RECREATION FUND
$
21,325.03

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
31,349.31

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
2,500.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
247,924.57

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
15,985.44


GRAND TOTAL
$
900,200.37

The twenty fifth item on the agenda was for Board Members to make inquiries, requests, and comments.  Commissioner Taylor asked Mr. Airth how the situation with the SVEC property is coming along.  Mr. Airth explained that the matter is currently in negotiation to go ahead with closing and either deed the undisputed property at a discounted price and later conduct a quiet title action, on the disputed property, if possible, for an amount in escrow.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth to look into using prison labor to clean up old abandoned cemeteries.  Mr. Airth explained that the inmates could be used to clean up cemeteries on public property.  Commissioner Udell requested that he be allowed to work with Mr. Brown on cleaning up these cemeteries.  Mr. Airth agreed to look into the matter further.

Commissioner Udell asked about the current inventory being conducted on county property.  He was concerned about liability if the person conducting the inventory is a volunteer.  Mr. Harvey explained that it is his understanding that Mr. Bill Reiche, the person conducting the inventory, is being brought on as a temporary employee for the Clerk’s Office, however, he will clarify this matter with the Clerk of Court, Randy Henderson.

Commissioner Baker asked if the salary of the person conducting the audit is coming from the Clerk’s budget.  Mr. Harvey stated that he has not seen any requests come through for the salary, however, if he is a volunteer, the matter is moot.  He agreed to look into the matter further.

Commissioner Scott motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 10:35 p.m.

ATTEST:


W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT


DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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