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July 18, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


3:38 P. M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a special session to conduct employee interviews and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jerry Scott; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerks.

Meredith C. Taylor County Extension Director addressed the Board and introduced Dr. Rod Clouser. 

Dr. Clouser advised the Position for Agriculture/Livestock Agent has been rewritten and readvertised and was screened on the University level and the advisors recommended only one highly qualified candidate, Patrick (Pat) Hogue.  Mr. Hogue has a B. S. degree and masters degree from Arkansas and has worked in the extension system in Highlands County, Florida for several years.

Mr. Hogue addressed the Board. Mr. Hogue advised he came to Florida in 1987,  and has worked in Highlands County for a number of years. He stated he has been involved in many aspects of agriculture in various capacities.

Commissioner Taylor was impressed with the qualifications in the board package, and personal recommendations he has received concerning Mr. Hogue’s candidacy.  He asked if Mr. Hogue worked with FFA students. Mr. Hogue advised he has and does work closely with the FFA program.

Commissioner Udell stated he had no questions but welcomed Mr. Hogue to Suwannee County.  Commissioner Udell expressed a desire to interview the other two candidates who were screened out at the university level.  This is not a reflection on Mr. Hogue, but Commissioner Udell would like for this Board to perform the screening process.  He welcomed Mr. Hogue to Suwannee County.

Chairman Odom asked if Mr. Hogue would also be working with dairy operations.  Mr. Hogue advised he would be available to the dairy industry.

Commissioner Scott advised Mr. Hogue’s references and resume were impressive and welcomed him to Suwannee County.

Commissioner Baker asked about differences in fertilizing pasture with chicken manure versus man made fertilizer.  Mr. Hogue answered questions concerning fertilizer and soil compositions.

Commissioner Baker asked other environmental questions concerning phosphorus.  Mr. Hogue answered.

Commissioner Taylor asked some questions regarding grass, drought, and cattle production.  Mr. Hogue gave what appeared to be knowledgeable answers. 

Dr. Clouser addressed the Board again and clarified his role between the University and the State and the County Extension Service concerning the screening process of job candidates.  He assured the Board that the two other candidates were not appropriate for the advertised position.  He also pointed out that his department pays for travel for interviews and he is reluctant to pay travel for candidates that on the surface are not qualified for the advertised position.

Commissioner Udell asked to see the applications of other candidates, even if they are not selected for further interviews or processing.

There was some discussion about the absence of these applications in the Board packages and Dr. Clouser will work this out with Ms. Taylor for future interviews.

Dr. Clouser addressed an abundance of applicants and disagreement between the university and the screening committee, and The Board of County Commissioners and the role of each in the hiring process. 

Commissioner Udell wanted to discuss that issue and know if in fact the Board was the last word.  Commissioner Udell questioned Dr. Clouser on his ability or criteria to screen candidates and send only one candidate to the Board.

Dr. Clouser explained the process again.

Commissioner Udell expressed a dislike of having other persons making decisions for him and limiting his choices.

Commissioner Scott moved for approval of hiring Mr. Hogue for agricultural/livestock agent. Commissioner Baker made a second and the motion carried unanimously.

Dr. Clouser asked that Mr. Hogue be given until October 18, 2000, as his official appointment date to assume his duties, as he must take care of some loose ends in his current assignment and relocate his family to Suwannee County.  Commissioner Udell so moved and Commissioner Taylor made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

At 4:20 P. M. Chairman Odom adjourned the meeting.

ATTEST:




_________________________







Donald M. Odom, Sr.

Chairman Suwannee County




Board of County Commissioners

______________________.

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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