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July 5, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present:
 Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr., commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Robert Taylor, Commissioner Jerry Scott, and Commissioner Barry Baker; Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk and Keta Asbury, Deputy Clerk Assistant.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Odom called the meeting to order and asked Commissioner Taylor to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

Chairman Odom removed agenda item numbers fifteen and sixteen from the agenda, and Ray Brown, Public Works Director, asked to remove item number twelve also.

Chairman Odom read a letter that would be sent to the O’Brian Volunteer Fire Department, commending their efforts in gaining a reduction of insurance rate from 10 to 9 for their area.


The first item on the agenda was at 9:05 a.m. to hold an attorney-client session with Attorneys Hal A. Airth and Stephen Durant, pursuant to Chapter 286.011(8) Florida Statutes, to discuss pending litigation in the lawsuit of Edward Howell versus Suwannee County.


Chairman Odom advised he would address other items until the executive session scheduled at 9:05 a. m., and moved on to other items.


The second item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  Additional matters to be discussed would be heard under agenda item number 22.

There was one additional agenda item:  an appeal by Robert Jarvis on a special permit for a travel trailer, to be presented by County Attorney Hal Airth.

Commissioner Scott motioned to add the aforementioned item to the agenda.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Third item on the agenda was to consider approval of the minutes for the regular meetings held on May 18 and June 6, 2000.

Commissioner Baker wished to correct an item referenced on page 12, 1st paragraph to read:  “waste water, (comma) visual emissions.”  This item was corrected.  Chairman Odom asked the clerk to check other places (referenced as page 3) as there were other needs to change the name Gable to Yeager.  After verification by the Deputy Clerk, the corrected spelling (Yagel) was used.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the aforementioned minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a recess to hold an executive session with County attorneys concerning the Howell Lawsuit.  All Commissioners would attend, along with County Coordinator Edward Harvey, County Attorney Hal Airth, Case Attorney Steven Durant, and Court Reporter Leo Powell.  It was anticipated the duration of the session would be about 45 minutes.

Chairman Odom recessed the meeting at 09:06 a.m

.

9:40 a.m.

Chairman Odom reconvened the regular meeting.

The fourth item on the agenda was public concerns and comments.  There were none.


The fifth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving an application for road closing by Harvey F. Monroe, Sr. and Darleen D. Monroe to close a portion of 109th Road in Section 13, Township 1 South, Range 13 East.

As it was not yet 10:00 a.m., Chairman Odom moved to the next agenda item.


The sixth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for transport and disposal of leachate from the Suwannee County Landfill.


As it was not yet 10:00 a.m., Chairman Odom moved to the next agenda item.


The seventh item on the agenda was at 10:0 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for the sale of timber at the Suwannee County Airport.


As it was not yet 10:00 a.m., Chairman Odom moved to the next agenda item.


The eighth item on the agenda was for Delaney Faircloth, Suwannee River Water Management District, to request permission for the District to use the old U.S. 129 bridge
 to access the Sugar Creek property on the Hamilton County side of the bridge.


Chairman Odom asked if the Water Management District was going to accept public liability for the bridge.  Mr. Faircloth advised the Board that the liability would not change or create any additional liability other than for the WMD, and their insurance would cover any accidents.


Commissioner Taylor asked if the bridge was condemned to vehicles.  Mr. Faircloth advised the Board that it was the wooden bridge in Hamilton County that was condemned, not the old Highway 129 Bridge.


Commissioner Udell questioned the ownership of the bridge. Mr. Fairthcloth stated that either the Department of Transportation or Suwannee County owned the bridge.


Commissioner Baker suggested an engineering study to determine if the bridge was safe for vehicles.


There was some discussion about the possibility of allowing foot, horse, or ATV use and the liability for allowing public use.


Commissioner Udell motioned to honor the request of the Suwannee River Water Management District as long as there was no liability to Suwannee County and an engineering study was conducted that showed the bridge was safe for traffic.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The ninth item on the agenda was for Lowell Garrett, North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, to make a presentation pertaining to the Local Hazard Mitigation Strategy.


Mr. Garrett stated that today’s presentation was the culmination of a project that had been in the works for about a year and a half.  Mr. Garrett made reference to the Strategy document and participants in its development.


Mr. Garrett then presented a video to the Board, then discussed the proposed resolution and the goals and objectives of the Strategy.


In Section 3.3, the costs of projects identified as issues were briefly addressed.


Chairman Odom stated that in Section 3.3, there was discussion about Health Department generators and building replacement, and asked if there was any obligation for the Board to provide these if a resolution was passed.  Mr. Garrett stated that most of these programs and recommendations are grant funded through EMPA and other such grants.


Commissioner Baker asked if the resolution must be adopted today.  Mr. Garrett stated that it was not a necessity, but requested it as the hurricane season is approaching.

Commissioner Baker motioned to table the issue until the next regular meeting on July 18th.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Ms. Sue Lamb, reporter, asked if a copy of the strategy document could be placed at the public library.  Mr. Garrett advised her that he would do so in about two days.  Commissioner Baker asked about the County and City relationships in these issues.  Mr. Garrett advised him that the plan made it non-competitive between the City and County.  He advised that the program was basically the County’s program and cities are provided within the plan or project.  The motion to table the issue until July 18th, 2000, was unanimous.

Chairman Odom recessed the meeting at 10:27 a.m.

July 5, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

10:35 a.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.


The fifth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving an application for road closing by Harvey F. Monroe, Sr., and Darleen D. Monroe to close a portion of 109th Road in Section 13, Township 1 South, Range 13 East.


Robinette Odom, Zoning Director, addressed the Board.  Mrs. Odom advised the Board that there had been more correspondence and communication with other property owners since the original advertisement and notifications on this property for road closure.  Mrs. Odom addressed some small pieces of property and easements and the access to the Wilhelm’s property.


Commissioner Udell asked what guarantee could be given or legally what standing did the Wilhelms have in this issue if the seller, the Monroes, or buyer, the Friersons, decided not to honor their current statement of intent.


Discussion ensued about the issue amongst the Board, Mrs. Odom, and Attorney Airth.

Darleen and Harvey Monroe approached the podium and addressed the Board.  Mrs. Darleen Monroe stated their request had been amended to not close the public road on that portion that includes the Wilhelm’s access and easement.


Commissioner Udell asked if Mr. Wilhelm was aware of the change in the request and suggested he be shown a copy of the new proposal.


James Marvin Frierson, the potential buyer, asked about ownership of the easement.  There was some discussion about perpetual easements for property and the Wilhelm’s use of the easement.


Mr. Clarence Wilhelm addressed the Board and read the description of his property, which included the description of a perpetual easement.  He stated that his easement had been surveyed and it placed his access road accordingly within the easement.  He had no problem with the closure as long as the portion of the road on his easement was not closed or abandoned, and that provisions were made for the County to maintain that portion of the road.


Commissioner Scott asked if the current plan to keep the County road open across the easement was satisfactory to Mr. Wilhelm.  Mr. Wilhelm stated that it was satisfactory.


Mr. Frierson again addressed the Board and read letters declaring his intent to maintain access for his neighbors’ easements.


Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the application to close a portion of 109th Road in Section 13, Township 1 South, Range 13 East based on the discussed amended legal description to retain the 60-foot easement as a County-maintained road.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-51)

The sixth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for transport and disposal of leachate from the Suwannee County Landfill.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that Three Rivers Contracting of Marianna, Florida, had submitted a bid to transport and dispose of the leachate at ten cents per gallon.  Mr. Brown asked to review the bid prior to a recommendation to the Board, as the price seemed somewhat high.


The seventh item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for the sale of timber at the Suwannee County Airport.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, approached the podium and opened the two bids.

The first bid was from McQuay Pulpwood of Live Oak, Florida.  They bid $750.00.


The second bid was from North Florida Timber Dealers, Inc., PO Box 1507 in Lake City, Florida.  They bid $926.00 with a binder of $92.60.


Mr. Harvey recommended that the Board accept bid #2.

Commissioner Scott motioned to accept the bid for timber removal at the Suwannee County Airport from North Florida Timber Dealers, Inc., of Lake City for $926.00.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The tenth item on the agenda was to request approval of Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. invoice number 36039 in the amount of $15,563.36 and invoice number 36038 in the amount of $152,957.84 for work done on the 76th Street (Mitchell Road) resurfacing project, 135th Circle, also known as Loop Road, and 169th Road, also known as Rocky Sink Road.

Mr. Brown advised the Board that the $15,563.36 was the piggybacked amount from the original 76th Street (Mitchell Road) resurfacing contract.

Commissioner Scott motioned to pay Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. invoice number 36039 in the amount of $15,563.36 for work done on 76th Street, also known as Mitchell Road.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Brown stated that the invoice in the amount of $152,957.84 for 76th Street should also be paid.

Commissioner Scott motioned to pay Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. invoice number 36038 in the amount of $152,563.36 for work done on the 76th Street (Mitchell Road) resurfacing project, 135th Circle, also known as Loop Road, and 169th Road, also known as Rocky Sink Road.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Ms. Sue Lamb asked several questions concerning shoulders of roads that had a sharp drop off and the need for barriers.  Mr. Jessie Caruthers asked who monitored the job and tested the paving project.  Mr. Brown stated that Curtis Keen, County Engineer, performed the required tests.  Mr. George Fuller asked about liability for shoulders and accidents.  Ray Brown stated that Anderson Columbia was in charge of traffic control.  The motion to pay Anderson Columbia invoice number 36038 in the amount of $152,957.84 for work done on 76th Street (Mitchell Road) carried unanimously.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to request approval of final payment to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. in the amount of $142,458.81 for work done on the Hogan Road Bridge replacement.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to pay Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. $142,458.81 for work done on the Hogan Road Bridge replacement.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion, then asked if all defects or complaints had been resolved with the bridge.  Mr. Brown stated that they had been.  Mr. George Fuller asked how much the total cost of the bridge project was.  Mr. Brown advised the Board that $582,509 was the total cost.  The motion to pay Anderson Columbia $142,458.81 carried unanimously.
The twelfth item on the agenda was to discuss obtaining an easement from Suwannee Salvage for a drainage ditch and discuss relocation of fence.

This item had been removed from the agenda.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to award a bid for perimeter security fencing at the airport.

Mr. Harvey stated that at the previous meeting, the Board had opened three bids.  Mr. Harvey recommended Texas Commercial Fence Company at $174,542.30.

Commissioner Udell began a discussion on bids and the idea of giving local bidders a 5% advantage or allowance against non local bidders.

Commissioner Udell motioned to award the perimeter security fencing contract at the airport to Texas Commercial Fence at a cost of $174,542.30.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

At 11:40 a.m., Chairman Odom called a recess until 1:00 p.m.
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1:00 p.m. 

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

Chairman Odom next discussed agenda item number twenty-three, to appoint Marco Wood to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals, replacing Phillip Gandiana whose term expires June 21, 2000.

Commissioner Udell motioned to appoint Marco Wood to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom next discussed agenda item number twenty-two, additional agenda items.  There was one:

A.
An appeal by Robert Jarvis on a special permit for a travel trailer, presented by County Attorney Airth.

Mr. Airth stated that Robert L. “Skip” Jarvis had filed an appeal to the Circuit Court, and advised that Mr. Africano, Mr. Harvey, and himself suggested retaining outside counsel for the issue.  Mr. Airth suggested as outside counsel Marlin Feagle of Lake City, who represented Columbia County’s Zoning Board and who would be familiar with the issue.


Commissioner Udell asked if the appeal would affect the Eason’s (the owners) building of their homes.  There was discussion on the issue with Attorney Airth and Mr. Harvey.


Commissioner Udell asked if the Board could respond by requesting the court to consider Mr. Jarvis’ appeal as just a nuisance.  Mr. Airth suggested it could be addressed as frivolous litigation.

There was further discussion on conflicts of interest with the County Attorney representing the Board of Adjustments in the litigation.


The Chairman asked Mr. Airth to pursue responding to the suit and seeking dismissal.  There was no vote on the issue but a consensus with the Chairman.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to discuss bids for renovations to the Courthouse.

Mr. Harvey stated that there were still some financial and funding matters to be addressed and amended, as the bids submitted were well above the grant provided by the State.  He asked the Board to delay action and to reconsider this issue at the next meeting.

The Board agreed to do so without vote.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to request approval of a contract with Suwannee Valley Engineering for engineering services for parking and renovation of a building.

This item had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to waive a presentation of a preliminary budget by July 15 as referenced in Section 129.03(3) of the Florida Statutes.

This item had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to approve Fiscal Year 2000-01 Budget preparation and adopt a schedule of same.

Mr. Harvey stated that Mr. Lamar Jenkins, Property Appraiser, had been granted a two week extension by the Department of Revenue for mailing Tax Notifications and the Board needed to adopt a revised budget process schedule.  The preliminary budget would probably be brought before the Board on August 1, 2000.

Commissioner Scott motioned to adopt the suggested budget schedule as stated.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The eighteenth item on the agenda was to approve a notice and hearing schedule for non-ad valorem assessment on 75th Drive and 71st Drive, also known as Ingram Road.

Mr. Harvey stated that the tentative date for the non-ad valorem assessment hearing would be August 22, 2000, at 6:00 p.m.

Commissioner Scott motioned to hold a public hearing for non-ad valorem assessment on 75th Drive and 71st Drive for August 22, 2000, at 6:00 p.m.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The nineteenth item on the agenda was to reconsider emergency ordinance pertaining to fireworks which was adopted on June 19, 2000.

Mr. Harvey presented the amended ordinance to the Board.  The amended ordinance would remain in enforcement until the KEDI index dropped below 400 instead of the thirty days as originally written.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to adopt the new fireworks ordinance as read.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2000-08)

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider hearing zoning issues on a night each month other than during regular Board meetings.


Mr. Edward Harvey presented the issue and suggested instead of a third or special zoning meeting, that the regular night Board meeting begin at 5:05 p.m. instead 6:00 p.m.


Commissioner Baker stated that such a third meeting was tried once before but it too was soon extending late into the night.


Chairman Odom wanted only zoning items addressed on a special night Board meeting and not any other issues or business.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board establish a policy to call if and as needed, special Board meetings for the exclusive purpose of considering zoning issues.  The special zoning meetings when needed would be on the second Tuesdays of the month at 6:00 p.m. and would be appropriately advertised in advance.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The twenty-first item on the agenda was to review the tabled item of May 16, 2000 regarding security of the Conference Room in the County Office Building.

No one was present to discuss the issue, and Chairman Odom moved to the next item on the agenda.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  This item had already been discussed prior to item number fourteen.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was to consider appointment of Marco Wood to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals, replacing Phillip Gandiana whose term expired June 21, 2000.

This item had been discussed prior to agenda item number fourteen.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.


Mr. Edward Harvey County Coordinator/Budget Officer, addressed the Prison issue and the vote of the cabinet on the purchase and reimbursement to Suwannee County of half the purchase price for the property.  Mr. Harvey stated that it appeared some political posturing was afoot and the vote was split 3 to 3.  If this vote stands, several years of effort and over $300,000 in County Funds may have been wasted.  He stated that at the next meeting in Tallahassee there should be and will be a much better orchestrated representation of the pro-prison Suwannee County contingency.  The hearing date would be July 25, 2000 on Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. Commissioner Udell, Commissioner Taylor, and other commissioners also expressed a desire to possibly attend.


Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, advised the Board that there would be a 9:00 a.m. conference on Thursday, July 8, 2000 at the Road Department concerning the CR 49 paving project.


Commissioner Udell asked about 108th Trail, and Mr. Brown advised he was working on figures and would advise the Board when complete.


Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., had nothing to discuss.


Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had nothing to discuss.


Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.


Mr. W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Courts, had nothing to discuss.


The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoices.


Mr. Harvey stated that at the request of the Finance Division of the Clerk’s Office, the Board should authorize a transfer of $40,000 from the General Revenue Fund to the Fine and Forfeiture Fund to cover a temporary shortage in the Fine and Forfeiture Fund until the Budget Officer could make a budget amendment.  Mr. Harvey requested that this be made a part of the approval of invoice payment.


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve payment of invoices batch 2000-422 through 2000-450 in the amount of $1,641,427.84 and transfer of $40,000 from the General Fund to Fine and Forfeiture Fund as requested by Mr. Harvey.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Warrants Issued Report

To be Approved 07-05-00

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
477,529.48

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
252,500.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
403,314.91

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
454.52

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
10,153.70

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
0.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
27,500.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
17,127.47

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
3,295.68

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
2,500.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
311,051.89

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
50,101.26

172
RECREATION FUND
$
23,762.41

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
5,226.80

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
0.00

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
17,415.73

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
39,493.99


BATCHES 2000-422 - 450




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,641,427.84


The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

Commissioner Udell discussed 150th Street and stated that to his knowledge, no commissioner regretted paving that road.  He stated that many citizens in that area had asked him if there was regret or a problem with the paving of 150th Street, considering ethics charges had been filed and were pending against Commissioner Scott.  Commissioner Udell stated there was a person on 150th Street whom he referred to as an uncle, but this was just a term of endearment and not really a relative.  Therefore, no ethics charges should be been filed against him. Commissioner Udell also stated that the ethics charges against Commissioner Scott were without merit as cousins did not count as close relatives.


Commissioner Scott stated that he had reviewed his situation with an attorney, felt he had done nothing wrong, and would be vindicated, but as the charges were still pending he should make no other comment.

Commissioner Taylor stated as the District 4 Commissioner, he was proud of the fact that 150th was paved and it was a fine job.


Chairman Odom and Commissioner Baker both stated they had no problems with the paving of 150th Street.


Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.



There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 2:33 p.m.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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