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Book 26, Page 

June 19, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


5:30 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a recessed meeting from May 18, 2000, and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jerry Scott; and Commissioner Barry Baker; County Attorney Hal Airth, and Jean Fieler, Deputy Clerk.


Chairman Odom called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

The purpose of the meeting was to reconsider the action taken on May 18, 2000 concerning the public hearing for a cement batching plant for Suwannee American Cement.
Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, briefed the Board on the last action taken regarding the concrete batching plant.  One, it was inconsistent with the County’s Comprehensive Plan, did not promote the Comprehensive Plan, and was not compatible with changing or new conditions in the area where it would be located.  He reminded the Board that today’s meeting was not a public hearing, although the public was invited to attend.  Also, the action tonight would require the passing of a resolution reflecting the action taken.  In addition, substantial notice to the public was provided for the hearing.  If the Board wished to change their position, they would need to reconsider their action from May 18, 2000.

Chairman Odom asked for discussion from the Board.

Commissioner Baker questioned the word “pogliana” on the application.

Mr. Airth stated that now was not the proper time to pose a question.  The only issue before the Board was whether or not to reconsider the denial of the permit.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Harvey to clarify his previous statement regarding the resolution being passed tonight.  Mr. Harvey stated that first item necessary was a motion to reconsider the issue, and then a motion to approve a resolution that would permit the concrete batching plant would follow.  He stated that a Board member who voted for the previous action would need to make a motion to reconsider.  However, reconsidering the vote previously taken did not nullify or void the decisions made at that time (May 18, 2000).  The first step would be to reconsider the action taken at the last meeting.

Commissioner Udell motioned to reconsider the denial made at the last meeting (May 18, 2000) regarding the cement batch plant.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell then had some questions for the applicant.

Mr. Sven Lindskold handed Mr. Airth several petitions filed by citizens.

Commissioner Udell asked Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, whether the Board could add stipulations or conditions to the special permit if they decided to grant it.  Ms. Odom advised that the Board could grant a permit conditionally. 

Jerry Fletcher, representative for Suwannee American, answered some questions for the Board.  Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Fletcher if Suwannee American would be open to Suwannee County’s Code Enforcement making checks on the site at any time.  Mr. Fletcher responded that the company would be open to such inspections.  Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Fletcher if Suwannee American would be willing to build a private road to the site on their own property, rather than using Highway 27.  Mr. Fletcher responded that they would not like to build another road, but they would agree to it if required.  Mr. Fletcher explained that there would be approximately 50 trucks per day using the road.

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Fletcher if the cement would be premixed prior to showing up at the proposed site and if it would consist of sand and rock.  Commissioner Baker stressed that there would need to be some kind of control over the plant, such as two visual emissions per year, per stack.  He would like Suwannee County Code Enforcement to be able to contact vendors in charge of visual emissions, and have the check performed in the presence of Suwannee County Code Enforcement.  The vendor would need to submit a report to the Board and to the State and produce their certificate of visual emissions.

Commissioner Udell reminded the Board that at the last meeting he motioned to deny the special permit without prejudice, because the Board had been asked prematurely to grant a permit.  The Board was being required to make a decision predicated upon another agency’s decision.  However, with the State’s decision to grant the permit to Suwannee American for the cement plant, the Board of County Commissioners would not be perceived as possibly attempting to sway the outcome of the state permitting.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of a special permit to Suwannee American for a cement batch plant with the conditions set forth by Commissioner Baker and that the company build a road from the proposed batch plant to the proposed cement plant rather than use Highway 27.  Further, after due consideration, he felt the grounds upon which the cement batch plant was denied had been sufficiently met.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion.  For the record, Mr. Harvey read aloud the language in the resolution that would be adopted this evening and stated that the Board would need to include the resolution in their motion.  Commissioner Baker reminded the Board that upon completion of the plant, the batch plant would need to be removed, and must be closed within five years.  Commissioner Udell amended his motion to include that the batch plant would be removed closed within five years.  Commissioner Scott seconded the amendment, which carried unanimously.  The motion granting the permit to Suwannee American for a cement batch plant carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Baker seconded and the vote carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 6:04 p.m.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN
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