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June 6, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.
Chairman Odom opened the meeting and asked that Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

The first item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There were four:

A) At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids for widening and resurfacing of County Road 49 following agenda item number eight.

B) Attorney Jimmy Prevatt, on behalf of Dena Parker, to discuss opening of 96th Terrace.

C) Consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to economic development.

D) Consider adoption of a resolution supporting Leon County Commissioner Rudy Maloy in his candidacy for Second Vice President of NACo.

Chairman Odom called for other additional agenda items.  There were none.

Commissioner Scott motioned to place the aforementioned items on the agenda.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was public comments.

Mr. Jessie Caruthers approached the podium and thanked veterans for their service to the country.  He then expressed concern about not allowing certain members of the community, including himself, to be placed on the agenda during the regular Board meeting and have access to government.

Dewey Pournell approached the podium and asked to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting referencing a road-paving project on 92nd Terrace.  He stated that several citizens planned to pave it and they wanted county participation.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, approached the podium and stated that 137th Road and 92nd Terrace connected, and he also wanted to pave the road to 139th Lane.  Mr. Ed Soules and Mr. Dewey Pournell wanted County participation or permission to pave part of the county road.

Commissioner Scott clarified that the next regular Board meeting would be on June 19.

Commissioner Baker asked for Mr. Pournell’s phone number, which Mr. Brown gave to Commissioner Baker.

The third item on the agenda was for Dwight Wilson, General Manager of Time Warner Cable, to discuss upgrade of the cable system.

Mr. Wilson approached the podium and stated that Time Warner Cable was going to provide 78 channels to the public once fiber optic upgrades were made to the system, but there were some delays on obtaining fiber optics.  He stated that currently Lake City provided service calls for both the Lake City and Live Oak offices.  He stated that after August 31, Bob Garner would be the general manager for Lake City and Live Oak due to a merger with AOL and Time Warner.

Commissioner Udell asked if the cost would increase with the increase of channels.  Mr. Wilson stated that different packages would be available, and the cost would be commensurate.

Commissioner Udell again asked if there was any percentage of increase anticipated such as doubling the rate and if there was any idea of the actual increase in rates.  Mr. Garner stated that rates would be elective and optional to each customer.  The basic cost would not increase but added services would cost more.  However, Time Warner Cable realized that the cost must be competitive.

Commissioner Udell was surprised that there were no figures available for the potential increase for basic as well as enhanced services.

Commissioner Baker asked if there would continue to be an office and service staff locally.  Mr. Wilson advised there would be a local office and service technicians.

Commissioner Taylor asked if the City and County were charged the same and provided the same service.  Mr. Wilson stated that both entities were charged the same rate as well as provided the same service.  


The fourth item on the agenda was for Delaney Faircloth, Suwannee River Water Management District, to request permission for the District to use the old US 129 bridge.


As Ms. Faircloth was not present, Chairman Odom moved on the agenda item number five.


The fifth item on the agenda was for Tim Alcorn to request the east end of the Old Canning Center at the Coliseum Complex for use by the Fair Board.

Chairman Odom asked if the Sheriff’s Posse still met in that area.  Sheriff Williams stated that the posse still met there and it did need renovation.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board might need space during renovations of other county buildings and perhaps the Board would prefer to assess the space needs.

Chairman Odom suggested that Mr. Alcorn return later in year to revisit the issue. Mr. Alcorn stated he would do so.

The sixth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution to hold a public hearing to consider approval of a Road Closing Application by Harvey F. and Darleen D. Monroe to close a portion of 109th Road in Section 13, Township 1 South, Range 13 East.

Ms. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  She discussed in detail the proposed resolution.

The Monroes approached the podium and asked that the road be closed, and stated that the closing would affect no one else.

Commissioner Scott agreed that the road could be closed and would affect no one else.

Commissioner Baker asked about the neighbors and their access.  It was stated that there were no problems with access even if the road was closed.

Commissioner Scott motioned to adopt a resolution to hold a public hearing to consider approval of a Road Closing Application by Harvey F. and Darleen D. Monroe to close a portion of 109th Road in Section 13, Township 1 South, Range 13 East.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-45)


Since it was not yet 10:00, Chairman Odom moved to agenda item number 9. 

The ninth item on the agenda was to consider the Fire Committee’s recommendation regarding South County Fire Service.

Mr. Dan Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, approached the podium and stated that some citizens had requested to add another Volunteer Fire Department and indeed were even responding to fires as if they were a fire department.  Mr. Sivyer stated that the Fire Service chose to be neutral, but at the Fire Committee’s meeting on June 5th, they had recommended that no new fire departments be created at the current time and that the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department would man the South County Fire Station. 

Commissioner Udell asked what would happen to those citizens who wanted to form a new volunteer fire department.  Mr. Sivyer stated that they can join an already functioning volunteer fire department.

Commissioner Udell asked how the Fire Committee received its information to consider a new fire department, and if those concerned were able to speak to the Fire Committee.  Mr. Sivyer answered that he presents information to the Fire Committee.  After further discussion, it was determined that Mr. Mandaville and the group of concerned citizens were not invited but neither did Mr. Sivyer prevent them from attending the Fire Committee meeting.

Commissioner Udell addressed the issue of how long there had been ten volunteer fire deparments and the possibility that with growth, perhaps an 11th department was needed and might be considered in the future.

Mr. Sivyer asked how to address substations and if a substation should be made into a new fire department.

Chairman Odom stated that initially it was planned as a future County manned station with paid fire department employees, and it was his belief that placing volunteers in the substation now as a new fire department would be awkward in the future.

Commissioner Udell stated that there was no funding for a paid fire department at the substation for the near future, and a volunteer fire department was a viable solution.  Perhaps a transition at a later date from volunteers to paid staff could be the prerogative of the Board.

Commissioner Baker stated that he thought the substation was being built for use by a volunteer unit.  However, before setting up a new unit, the existing volunteer fire departments needed equipment and funding.

Mr. Paul Mandaville approached the podium.  He stated that the Ranchettes Fire Department was some 11 to 20 miles from some areas of Three Rivers Estates, and the equipment staged in the Three Rivers areas by the Ranchettes VFD was either broken or missing or unreliable.  Mr. Mandaville stated that the Ranchettes’ primary concern was the Ranchettes area, not Three Rivers Estates.  

Mr. James Lee stated that the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department had taken the posture that he and others may not participate in the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department until they make a choice to support Ranchettes.

Commissioner Taylor stated that he questioned how well the two groups could work together.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to recognize the memo of Suwannee County Fire Committee from June 5, 2000, concerning south county fire service and to make no changes at this time with any new volunteer fire department creation.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  Commissioner Udell stated that he thought there was a need for another location for a south county fire department.  Mr. James Lee approached the podium and stated that Wellborn was well equipped and able to have a substation, but the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department would not repair and provide equipment to the Three Rivers area.  He stated that if the Ranchettes really wanted the Three Rivers area they could have already had it, but they would need to provide and repair some equipment and take an interest in providing the service the area needed.  As far as working together, disagreements and friction would fade after time.  Mr. Lee also questioned the integrity of the vote of the Fire Service Network, as he had been told there was a second vote.  Commissioner Udell asked if Mr. Sivyer was saying that the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department could adequately cover the south county right now.  Mr. Sivyer stated that they could cover it just as well as they have in the past.  Commissioner Udell pointed out that Mr. Lee had been forced out of service.  Mr. Mandiville stated that he left the department on December 18, 1999, because the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department would not replace their equipment and were more concerned with bureaucratic and political posturing than providing fire service.  He pointed out that the paid department from Live Oak could not respond to Three Rivers effectively, and neither could the Ranchettes.   Mr. James Lee again approached and stated that the new building was not the issue, but the availability of a Three Rivers Fire Department.  He stated that this was what was wanted.  The motion to make no changes to the number of volunteer fire departments at the present time carried, with Commissioner Scott and Commissioner Udell opposed.

At 10:20 a.m., Chairman Odom called a short break.

June 6, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

10:30 a.m.


Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The seventh item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for transporting and disposal of leachate from the landfill.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that there were no bids.

The eighth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Article II, Chapter 14 of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, also known as the Dangerous Dogs Ordinance, No. 96-03.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, approached the podium read the proposed ordinance by title.  There was some discussion of leash length and Commissioner Udell supported a longer length than 3 feet, suggesting no more than 5 feet.  There was general consensus that 5 feet was acceptable.

Mr. Harvey discussed and explained the proposed ordinance in detail.  There was some discussion about the restraint and impoundment of dogs not properly restrained that have been classified as dangerous.

There was some question of cost and who bore the expense while appeals are pending.  Ms. Elaine Robinson pointed out that this was already addressed in Section 2A.

Mr. Harvey then decided it was best to read the entire ordinance proposal first.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the Ordinance but then withdrew his motion.

Mr. Airth suggested renumbering the sections to accommodate the suggested changes.

Chairman Odom opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. Tony Carigliano, Assistant Budget Officer, pointed out the cost of euthanasia was not included and may need to be added to the ordinance.

There were no additional comments, and Chairman Odom closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell asked the Sheriff if this ordinance would apply to law enforcement dogs.  Sheriff Williams stated that law enforcement dogs were exempt.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve an ordinance amending Article II, Chapter 14 of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, also known as the Dangerous Dogs Ordinance, No. 96-03, subject to adding additional language for a five foot leash and renumbering the sections of the ordinance.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.(See Ordinance No. 2000-06)

Chairman Odom stated that Additional Agenda Item A would now be discussed:  At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for the widening and resurfacing of County Road 49.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that the plan was to widen the road from 18 to 20 ft and 20 to 22 ft for 3 miles.  The bid proposal A. bid, from Anderson Columbia, was for $1,145,037.68.  The alternate bid proposal 
B. for the 3 miles at 20 ft to remain at 20 ft., with the remainder to be widened to the same width was $1,086, 933.58.

Mr. Curtis Keen, County Engineer, stated that the bid was lower than the original plan and bids.

Mr. Brown recommended accepting bid proposal A.

Commissioner Udell motioned to accept bid proposal A in the amount of $1,145,037.68 from Anderson Columbia and award the bid based on verification of the calculations and total.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was to request adoption of a resolution adopting the 2000 Suwannee County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.

Mr. Scott Pate, Emergency Services Coordinator, addressed the Board.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution adopting the 2000 Suwannee County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan as requested.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2000-49).

The eleventh item on the agenda was to request permission to waive County policy for emergency purchase of an engine for an ambulance.

Mr. Pate approached the podium and stated that the amount for the engine would cost $3,995.00.

Commissioner Baker asked about mileage on the old engine.  Mr. Pate stated the engine had between fifty and sixty thousand miles.

Commissioner Baker suggested that the County no longer do business with this company if they did not uphold their obligations to provide good engines.

Mr. Pate explained that there was no extended warranty as should have been provided per the bid specifications, and the engine was no longer covered even though it should have been part of the bid.  The company had taken the position that they had washed their hands of the vehicle.

Commissioner Udell motioned to declare the situation an emergency affecting the health and welfare of citizens of the County and that the county policy on purchasing be waived for the engine for the ambulance in question.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Pate stated that there were three quotes, received from the following vendors:

1) Wes Haney Chevrolet,  Live Oak

2) Gateway Chevrolet, Lake City

3) Jasper Engines, Orlando

Mr. Pate did not give bid figures for the three quotes nor the low-bidder.

Commissioner Scott motioned to purchase the engine for the ambulance in question (for $3,995) and have it installed.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was to consider entering into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Game and Fish Commission on Royal Springs Park.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and stated that his understanding of the situation was that the Game Commission would improve the dock and boat ramp, and the County would continue to provide services on the property.  According to Mr. Harvey, Lot 19 was county property.

Mr. Jerry Crumrich, Regional Fisheries Director, addressed the Board on repairing the boat ramp.

Commissioner Scott motioned to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Game and Fish Commission on Royal Springs Park.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. Pending return of conformed Original )

Chairman Odom called a break for lunch at 11:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m.


Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

 
The thirteenth item on the agenda was to hear a presentation by Suwannee Valley Engineering pertaining to engineering services for parking and renovation of buildings.

Mr. Harvey stated that Mr. Peter Hahn of Suwannee Valley Engineering was unavailable for the meeting, and wished to reschedule for another time.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was for approval to write a letter to the Florida Department of Transportation requesting funding to aid in preparation of Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Plan for the airport.

Mr. Harvey requested the Board to authorize a letter to the Department of Transportation to have Kaiser Engineering prepare the DBE plan and seek funding.  

Commissioner Scott motioned to write a letter to the Florida Department of Transportation requesting funding to aid in preparation of Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Plan for the airport.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to request authorization to expend Court Facility Fee funds.

Mr. Harvey stated that the fees would be used for various items requested by the Judges, in the Court areas in the amount of $6,000.

Commissioner Scott motioned to authorize expenditure of Court Facility Fee funds in the amount of $6,000.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was for approval of payment in the amount of $5,628.10 to Certified Enterprises, Inc., for work completed on the South County Fire Station.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to approve payment in the amount of $5,628.10 to Certified Enterprises, Inc., for work completed on the South County Fire Station.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was for approval to hold a workshop on June 19, 2000 at 3:00 p.m. pertaining to contamination cleanup at the Public Works Department.

Mr. Harvey stated that Mr. Gray, would be discussing the issue of cleanup but had to reschedule.  Mr. Harvey asked to reschedule the meeting on June 19, 2000.

Mr. Brown stated that Mr. Gray had asked to change the time to 2:00 p.m. instead of 3:00 p.m.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to retroactively cancel the May 31st meeting to discuss contamination cleanup at the Road Department and reschedule it for June 19, 2000 at 2:00 p.m.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to consider applications for new projects for funding by the Florida Department of Transportation Enhancement Program.

Mr. Brown stated that presently the County had applied for sidewalks to Walmart and lighting around I-10 and US 129.  He stated that if the County had any new projects to submit, June 15 was the deadline.

Commissioner Baker asked if other projects could be added, such as sidewalks to CR 136 in Dowling Park

Chairman Odom stated that another project would be sidewalks on CR 247 to the new elementary school in Branford.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was any way to stress the urgency to the Department of Transportation for the lighting needs around the Interstate, since it was on the 5-year plan and three years had already expired.  Mr. Brown stated that the project was presently in the works.

Commissioner Udell motioned to make an application to the Department of Transportation for funding the following projects under the Enhancement Program:  1) Sidewalks on CR 136 near Dowling Park, and 2) sidewalk on CR 247 to the new elementary school in Branford.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to reappoint Larry Schattle, Jr., to another term on the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals.

Commissioner Baker motioned to reappoint Larry Schattle, Jr., to another term on the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items.  There were four:

A) At 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for the widening and resurfacing of County Road 49.

This item had already been discussed after agenda item number eight.

B) Attorney Jimmy Prevatt, on behalf of Dena Parker, to discuss opening of 96th Terrace.

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

C)
Consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to economic development.

Mr. Airth stated that Goldkist Industries were awaiting a resolution requesting economic development and tax abastement.  Mr. Airth then read the resolution, which included supporting Goldkist Industries’ attempt to gain economic benefits from the state.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution pertaining to economic development.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-46)

D)
Consider adoption of a resolution supporting Leon County Commissioner Rudy Maloy in his candidacy for Second Vice President of NACo.

Commissioner Baker stated that Mr. Maloy had requested support from the 67 Florida Counties in his bid for the National Association of Counties.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt a resolution supporting Leon County Commissioner Rudy Maloy in his candidacy for Second Vice President of NACo.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 2000-47)


The twenty-first item on the agenda was staff reports.


Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that there would be a meeting by the Department of Environmental Protection and Parks and Recreation Division concerning Peacock Springs on June 20, 7:00 P. M. at Branford High School.

Chairman Odom stated that June 20th was the day the commissioners left for a conference.

Mr. Harvey also discussed approval for Rodeo Arena enhancement and that a Historic Preservation grant in the amount of $318,000 had been approved by the State.  He also stated that he was going to meet with aides for the prison project on June 7, 2000, in Tallahassee, as there was a rumor circulating that the Board was not interested in having the prison any longer.  Mr. Harvey stated that with their permission, he would write a letter from the Board in support of the prison that would be taken to Tallahassee.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, stated that the Small County Outreach program would provide additional funding for counties, the improvements to CR 49 would not cost the County anything as it could apply for reimbursements of what was used.  He asked that a priority list of projects for the Small County Outreach Road Assistance be provided and that the Hughes Highway project began next Monday.  Mr. Brown also stated that areas of Mitchell Road would need some reworking on the subsurface prior to paving.

Paving and maintenance of roads in general were discussed.

Mr. Brown discussed a drag device that might be used and also discussed a stabilization method to apply to dirt roads.

Commissioner Scott stated that there was a citizen committee working on an MSBU for a Hidden Oaks Subdivision paving project.

Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., discussed the summer Library Program, elementary internet courses started again, and group bidding on internet services.  He also stated that the Friends of Library are very active and helpful, and they enjoyed providing the Board breakfast earlier that day.

Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Director, stated that his department received two new grants from the Florida Legislature, one for Millennium Park and the other for the Sports Complex.

Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative was working on clearing up the title problem with the former building.

Sheriff Alton K. “Al” Williams had nothing to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of Courts, was not present.

Commissioner Udell motioned to pay invoice numbers 2000-371 – 2000-398 in the amount of $2,036,704.35.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Warrants to be Approved

06-06-00
FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
506,862.83

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
629,991.82

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
765.50

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
21,750.54

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
10.11

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
541.62

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
48,722.45

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
6,730.43

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
4,754.77

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
247,795.63

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
74,494.41

172
RECREATION FUND
$
26,844.13

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
40,690.67

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
368,484.26

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
17.17

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
38,394.76

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
19,853.25


BATCHES 2000-371 – 398




GRAND TOTAL
$
2,036,704.35

Chairman Odom asked the Board for the consensus to write a letter requesting that the Suwannee County Economic Alliance be granted technical assistance from the Florida Association of Counties.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth about the progress of the Howell lawsuit and the Board not being made aware of its progress.  He suggested that Mr. Durant, County Attorney for the lawsuit, meet with the Board and brief them on the status of the lawsuit.  Mr. Airth suggested an executive session.

Commissioner Taylor asked that applicants who apply for jobs should receive a courtesy response on their applications.

Chairman Odom asked if applications were blanket or specific to any job.  It was stated that there was some of both, depending on the position.

Commissioner Scott motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Udell seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 2:15 p.m.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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