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May 2, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

3:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a Code Enforcement Workshop and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Odom opened the workshop at 3:01 p.m., then called a recess until the regular meeting of the same day was complete.

May 2, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

3:25 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

Mr. Harvey submitted a packet on the Comprehensive Plan and suggested that all the entities from the County and Suwannee River Water Management needed to delineate their responsibility and cooperate in areas of mutual concern involving building codes, regulations of various types, and their impacts on all other entities.  Mr. Harvey referenced the 1985 Comprehensive Planning mandated by the State and the changes that have occurred since.  He referenced to the Ordinance for National Flood Insurance and Code Enforcement and the mandate to enforce codes, such as a community rating 10% discount and the possibility of having FEMA cancel the entire program for a non-compliant county.  There were also issues involving federally backed loans that would no longer be available if the codes were not enforced.

Mr. Harvey stated that it appeared that as of July 1, 2000, the Water Management would implement enforcement and permitting under its control and there would be established definitions involving the waterways that had been somewhat vague in the past.  He referenced the Comprehensive Plan and LDRs and their connection for riverfront development.  He compared the relationship of the Comprehensive Plan and LDRs as that of the constitution to the statutes.

Commissioner Scott asked about grandfathering properties.  Mr. Harvey explained that these are nonconforming and may be used as they are.  This, however, did not mean that the rules do not apply to these properties.  They may stay and be used, but under the new rules.

Commissioner Udell noted that it seemed that all the rules needed were in place and the County was merely seeking to move into clarifying enforcement.

Mr. Harvey discussed the 50% value rule for maintenance versus additions or improvements.  This was discussed further along with grandfathering, the first flood insurance plan ordinance of 1982 and a revision in 1996, Ordinance 96-29, and the District Court of Appeals’ views of violations.

Commissioner Udell asked about issuing code enforcement citations, the research prior to citations, the process, and how the Board’s interceding effected it.  He acknowledged that the Board may be undermining the Code Enforcement Department at times.  Mr. Patrick R. Sura, Chief Building Inspector, agreed that this was the net effect.

Commissioner Baker asked about enforcement and what violations or appeals the Board would hear.

Mr. Harvey stated that there was a County ordinance that dictates these matters concerning violations: violators go before the Code Enforcement Board, that is final word short of court appeals beginning in circuit court.

Chairman Odom called a short break at 4:30 p.m.

May 2, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

4:40 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

Mr. Jerry Scarborough, Suwannee River Water Management District, addressed the Board.  He commended the Board’s efforts and County staff on attempts to settle the problem.  He reminded the Board that Water Management must also deal with 11 counties, not just Suwannee County.   At one time the Water Management District decided not to enforce its rules, as it appeared to be better to allow each County do so.  This view, however, had changed because of inconsistency between counties.  As of July 1, 2000, the Water Management District would require a site plan showing wells, septic tanks, all buildings, accessory buildings, and docks.  He stated that once the items are placed on the site plan, the request would go through County Permitting as complete via a Water Management District permit, who would charge a $250 site plan permit fee.

Commissioner Baker, Commissioner Scott, and Chairman Odom all commented on the need for cooperative efforts and environmental protection.

Mr. Scarborough stated that the Suwannee River Water Management District had purchased some 300 miles of riverfront property for preservation and conservation within the district.

There being nothing further to discuss, Chairman Odom adjourned the workshop at 4:45 p.m.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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