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April 27, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


2:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a recessed meeting and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jerry Scott; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Eric Musgrove and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerks.


Chairman Odom called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m. and called a short break until Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, could arrive.


Mr. Brown arrived at 2:02 p.m.

April 27, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

2:03 p.m.


Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

There were four items on the agenda.

The first item on the agenda was to award a bid for resurfacing CR 49.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, approached the podium and asked that the item be tabled until the May 2, 2000 regular meeting.  

Commissioner Scott motioned to table the issue of awarding a bid for resurfacing of CR 49 until the May 2, 2000 regular meeting.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  Mr. Brown stated that there had been additional information received that could change the scope of the resurfacing work and allow the County to widen CR 49 while repaving it.  The motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to approve a Department of Environmental Protection contract for cleanup of contamination at the Road Department.

Mr. Brown asked that this item be tabled until the May 2, 2000 regular meeting, as it appeared after discussions with several universities that the County could save money by using other methods of cleanup.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table the issue of approving a Department of Environmental Protection contract for cleanup of contamination at the Road Department until the May 2, 2000 regular meeting.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was to receive the Fiscal Year 1998-1999 Audit.

This item would be discussed later in the meeting.

The fourth item on the agenda was to prepare solicitation specifications for bids to cut pines at the airport.

Mr. Brown stated that there had been discussion about clearing pine trees around the airport to make room for a new fence.  He requested to advertise for bids to cut all pine trees around the airport instead of a twenty or twenty-five foot wide path as originally envisioned.  Cutting all pine trees would be easier for bidders as well as provide more revenue for the County.  Mr. Brown expressed concern with spending the remainder of his reserve funds for in-house operations without reimbursement by the Board.  He asked that the Board decide whether to cut a strip of trees for the fence or all pine trees on the airport.

Commissioner Scott suggested allowing County staff to prepare bids.

Commissioner Udell motioned to authorize Mr. Brown and staff to create a bid package as suggested by the County engineer concerning the cutting down of pine trees around the airport and that the Road Department bill the airport for in-house services performed at the FEMA pay scale.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and after clarification about the wording of the motion, it carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was to receive the Fiscal Year 1998-1999 Audit.

Mr. Tony Cirigliano, Budget Assistant, approached the podium and stated that there had been some changes the week before and the County had not as of yet been given a copy of the audit.

Mr. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, approached the podium and stated that he was supposed to be the respondent to the audit, not the County Coordinator.

Mr. Cirigliano stated that there were some management issues that needed to be addressed and the Clerk was not the only person to write responses to the audit.

Mr. Henderson stated that he had ultimate responsibility to write a response to the audit, as he was the chief financial officer.  Mr. Cirigliano concurred that it was the ultimate responsibility of Mr. Henderson to write the Board’s response to the audit, but the County staff could submit reports as well.

The Board agreed to recess until the 3:00 p.m. to discuss and receive the audit after other matters had been discussed.

Chairman Odom asked for additional items.

Mr. Airth stated that there were questionable title issues with the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative land the Board was in the midst of purchasing.  Approximately ¼ or ½ acre of the land is actually owned by a Mr. Ford, and Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative has asked that the County pay half of a proposed payment of $2,000 to the real owner.  Options such as suing would cost the County far more than $1,000, and Mr. Airth suggested paying the amount to the landowner.

Commissioner Scott stated that he was Chairman of the Board during the original discussion of purchasing the property and had known about the discrepancy in the title. 

Commissioner Udell motioned to add the item onto the agenda.  After further discussion, Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Baker asked how much a lawsuit would cost the County and how long it would take.  Mr. Airth stated that a lawsuit would take about six months and cost the County about $15,000.

Commissioner Taylor asked if the County could ask Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative to deduct the cost of Mr. Ford’s land from the final purchase price.  Mr. Airth stated that he could request the deduction, but SVEC was not obligated to honor it.

Chairman Odom called a short recess at 2:53 p.m.

April 27, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

3:02 p.m.


Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.


The third item on the agenda was to receive the audit for Fiscal Year 1999.


Commissioner Scott motioned to receive the audit for Fiscal Year 1999.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Taylor seconded.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 3:04 p.m.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN






SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________
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CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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