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April 11, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time in their capacity as the Non-Ad Valorem Adjustment Board and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jerry Scott; Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Odom called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and led the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

There were three petitions listed for the Non-Ad Valorem Adjustment Board:

1) Nettie Lee Jenkins (Petition # SA 2000-01)

2) Elijah Jenkins (Petition # SA 2000-02)

3) Ronald and Brenda Spies (Petition # SA 2000-03)

Chairman Odom stated that petition numbers SA 2000-1 and SA 2000-02 had been withdrawn as the petitioners could not be present.

The only petitioner present was Ronald Spies, petition # SA 2000-03.

Mr. Leo Powell, court reporter, swore in Mr. Spies.

Mr. Spies stated that at present he had nine mobile homes on his mobile home park, but was being charged garbage collection fees for twelve rental homes.

After questioning by Mr. Airth, Mr. Spies stated that he owned a total of thirteen lots in the park, of which nine mobile homes were on site at present.  He further stated that there had never been more than nine mobile homes in the park at any one time.  Mr. Spies elaborated that two mobile homes were not occupied at this time, as the owners were deceased, and he owned two of the mobile homes.  Those living in them owned the other mobile homes, although one was soon to be repossessed.

Commissioner Taylor asked why ten mobile homes had been written on the petition instead of the nine that he had been quoting.  Mr. Spies stated that he could have made a mistake when he filed the petition, as he did not have all his information with him at the time.

Commissioner Scott asked if all the lots had been utilized during the year.  Mr. Spies stated that two or three of the spaces have never had mobile homes on them since he had owned the park (3 ½ years).

Commissioner Udell asked if Mr. Spies had been paying for all the lots in years past.  Mr. Spies did not know, and stated that he could look at his records.  Commissioner Scott read a memo from the Tax Collector’s Office that until 1998, there were only nine building permits issued to the property.  At that time, three additional building permits were issued and he was now paying for twelve lots.

Chairman Odom asked for any additional questions or comments.  There were none.

Chairman Odom called Mr. George Burnham, Suwannee County Tax Collector, to the podium.  County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Burnham.  Mr. Burnham stated that in the spring of 1998, his office had hired eight additional field workers to determine the number of dwellings within the County.  At that time, nine mobile homes were located on Mr. Spies’ mobile home park.

Chairman Odom asked Mr. Burnham if he charged mobile home parks for garbage collection based on the number of lots owned.  Mr. Burnham stated that his field workers count the mobile homes in January of each year, and then charge the owner based on those counted units.  In 1998 his workers had found nine mobile homes on the park, but three additional building permits were issued during the year to renters of Mr. Spies.  This, Mr. Burnham stated, was why he was now charging Mr. Spies for twelve mobile homes.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Burnham if it was possible that the three building permits were issued to replace mobile homes already present, not for new dwellings.  Mr. Burnham stated that it was possible, but one of the applicants had written at the time of his building permit application that there were twelve units in the park at that time.

Commissioner Scott remarked that one of the other three applicants had noted that there were no mobile homes on the lots at the time of his building permit application.

Commissioner Baker asked how it was possible to charge Mr. Spies, the owner, for commercial collection fees even if he did not own all the mobile homes.  Mr. Burnham stated that the classification for mobile home parks, based on the property appraiser’s assessments, necessitated a change in classification.

There was some discussion about determining lot use by meter reading.  Mr. Burnham stated that this method was used for residential dwellings, but mobile home parks were classified as commercial property and could not be determined by such means.

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Burnham if Mr. Spies’ petition concerned fire and garbage assessment.  Mr. Burnham clarified that the petition was only for a relief in garbage assessment.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Spies if the owners of the three permits issued in 1998 were still living on the lots.  Mr. Spies stated that all three were, although one of the applicants would soon leave.  Mr. Spies stated that when Mr. Burnham’s staff had come by in January 2000 the park had nine units, but one had been repossessed since then.

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Burnham if he measured all mobile home parks by visiting them in January of each year to get an average number of mobile homes on the property.  Mr. Burnham stated that all mobile home parks were measured in such a manner.

Mr. Airth asked the number of mobile homes on the property in January of 1999.  Mr. Burnham assumed twelve lots, but stated that his staff did not actually visit the property and count the mobile homes.  He stated that by the end of the year, garbage assessment for Mr. Spies’ mobile home park would be different, as he was now taking advantage of collection fees offered by the County based on dumpster services.

Commissioner Taylor asked Mr. Burnham for clarification on the new service to which he was referring.  Mr. Burnham stated that the new service was a contract to remove garbage paid for by the requestor (Mr. Spies), and the County would no longer charge for garbage assessment.  However, the County would still receive tipping fees if the garbage collector used the Suwannee County Landfill.

Chairman Odom asked if there were any additional questions for comments.

Mr. Spies stated that it was possible for him to have twelve permits filed during one year, but not necessarily all at once for all lots in the park.  He stated for the record that the problem of gauging the number of mobile homes on any property seemed to be a recurring problem for the tax collector, as the numbers were constantly changing.

Commissioner Baker asked to look at Mr. Spies’ landlord records.  Mr. Spies agreed and submitted his records for review.

After Commissioner Baker viewed the records to his satisfaction, Chairman Odom called a short recess at 6:46 p.m.
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6:54 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The only petitioner was Ronald and Brenda Spies.

Commissioner Scott motioned to reduce the assessment to nine mobile home units on the basis that the three applicants from 1998 were still present, and there had only been a total of nine mobile home units on the property in January, 1998 and January, 2000.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Commissioner Baker stated that according to the landlord records it appeared that all twelve lots had been used at one time or another during 1998.  He was not convinced that all twelve lots had not been used during 1999, as the County did not have partial year assessments, and agreed with Mr. Burnham’s assessment.  Commissioner Scott stated that his motion was based on Ordinance 89-13, which stated that assessment would be on the average number of mobile homes assessed during January of each year.  In 1998 and 2000, assessments had shown nine dwellings, and Mr. Burnham had based his present assessment of twelve on three applications filed in 1998 that could have been to replace some of the nine already there.  The motion carried, with Commissioner Baker opposed.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 6:56 p.m.
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