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March 21, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jerry Scott; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Eric Musgrove and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Odom called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m., and asked Commissioner Scott to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were six listed additional agenda items:

1) Approval of payment in the amount of $40,061.90 to W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, for Clerk’s Fees for the month of February, 2000.

2) Extension until April 18, 2000 for Richard Powell, Auditor, to deliver audit for Fiscal Year 1998-1999 to the County.

3) Request approval of State Local Assistance Grant contract.

4) Adoption of resolution urging the US Postal Service to make Live Oak a top priority for a new post office facility.

5) Consider allowing IFAS the free use of the Coliseum with the stipulation that they pay the cleanup fee.

6) Authorize the Clerk of Circuit Court to transfer $440,000 from the Construction/Renovation Fund and issue check for pending closure on the Suwannee Valley Electric Building.

Chairman Odom asked if there were any additional agenda items.

Commissioner Udell asked to speak about litter laws.

There were no further additional items.

Commissioner Udell motioned to add the aforementioned items to the agenda under agenda item number twenty-seven, Additional Agenda Items.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes from the meeting held on March 7, 2000.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the aforementioned minutes.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was to request permission to hold a candlelight vigil on the front steps of the Courthouse on April 6, 2000, at 6:00 p.m.

Mrs. Sandra Vernon, Office of Guardian Ad Litem in Suwannee County, approached the podium.  She stated that the purpose of the candlelight vigil would be to raise public awareness of child abuse.

Commissioner Scott motioned to allow a candlelight vigil on the front steps of the Courthouse on April 6, 2000, at 6:00 p.m.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourth item on the agenda was to request Board support of legislation designating Suwannee County on the Florida Arts Trail.

Ms. Jeffery Baisden approached the podium and stated that the Florida Arts Trail had been created to recognize artwork, and had begun in Gasden County.  She stated that the ultimate goal of the Trail was to reach Ocala, and would highlight and direct visitors to locations of art interest throughout each County.  Ms. Baisden then read the proposed resolution.

Commissioner Baker commended the Artists’ Guild for their many years’ work with the children of the community and the role the Guild had played in his younger years.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve a resolution supporting legislation designating Suwannee County as part of the Florida Arts Trail.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-32)

The fifth item on the agenda was to consider options for improvements to 100th Street.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, approached the podium.  He stated that Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative had offered funds to the County to pave a portion of 100th Street.  Mr. Brown stated that SVEC had asked to contract out the paving of 100th Street, as the Road Department would not be able to do the work themselves for some six months.

Commissioner Udell asked if the road would be built to County specifications with SVEC funding.  Mr. Brown stated that the road would be done to all specifications, and would use none of the County’s money.

Commissioner Udell motioned to allow SVEC to pave 100th Street up to the SVEC Complex at their expense and to County specifications.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and Commissioner Scott asked if SVEC could wait and allow the Road Department to prepare the entire roadbed for paving.  Mr. Brown said they did not want to wait.  The motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was to discuss available revenue with the Board.

Mr. Arthur Chadwick, President Ex-American POW Association, approached the podium.  He stated that bill HR 1452 was currently under consideration by Congress, and would provide for non-interest bearing loans solely for the purpose of funding capital projects at the state and local government level.  Mr. Chadwick asked that the Board approve a resolution supporting the Congressional move to adopt the bill, and submitted a sample resolution to County Attorney Airth for review.

Chairman Odom asked when Bill HR 1452 would be brought before the Legislature.  Mr. Chadwick stated that the bill was in a committee at the present time.

Commissioner Udell asked if the bill would eliminate grants.  Mr. Chadwick stated that the Bill would not necessarily stop Federal grants to State and Local entities.

The seventh item on the agenda was to request use of the Branford Boat Ramp dock for private cruises.

Mr. Jeff Davis approached the podium and stated that he had been offering concession stand service on the Suwannee River, especially near Little River Springs.  However, there have been problems in the past, and he wished to provide a dinner cruise along the Suwannee River for interested parties.  Mr. Davis stated that several newspaper columnists would be willing to write about the events if the Board so wished, and he had the necessary State licenses and certifications.

Chairman Odom asked how big Mr. Davis’ boats were.  Mr. Davis stated that the three boats he had were all twenty-four feet long, and would be able to hold six to ten people each.

Chairman Odom asked if Mr. Davis had spoken to the Branford Town Council.  Mr. Davis stated that he had not.  Chairman Odom suggested that Mr. Davis do so, but he had no problems with the cruises.

After some discussion, it was agreed that the Boat Ramp was County-owned but within Branford-owned Ivey Park, and it would be wise to speak to the Branford Town Council.  Mr. Davis agreed to do so.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, expressed concerns with the use of a public facility for private use, and that it would need further review.  He further stated that the Town of Branford would be the first persons to contact.

Commissioner Scott stated that there was an older public boat ramp close to the new one that could be used instead of the more frequently used new boat ramp in Ivey Park.

Commissioner Baker expressed concern with a private enterprise using a public facility.

Mr. George Fuller asked who owned the boat ramp.  Commissioner Scott stated that the Suwannee River Water Management District presently held a lien on the boat ramp, but once paid it would revert to County ownership.

Mr. Fuller expressed concern with the boat ramp not being handicap-accessible.

There was discussion about having the County Building Inspector look into the boat ramp.

Mr. Davis stated that he would speak to the Branford Town Council and then bring the results back before the Board.  He thanked the Board for their time.

Chairman Odom stated that agenda item numbers fifteen and sixteen would be discussed before agenda item number eight, if the Board so desired.  The Board agreed to the request.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to request authorization to extend the services of Frank Darabi, of Darabi and Associates, Inc., Landfill and Solid Waste Engineer for the County, to include cleanup of contamination at the Road Department site.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that the first item to be addressed  would be to extend the services of Darabi and Associates, Inc. for cleanup of contamination at the Road Department site and continuation of work at the landfill and solid waste collection sites.

Mr. Frank Darabi approached the podium and stated that the authorization was only a formality.

Commissioner Scott motioned to extend the services of Frank Darabi, Darabi and Associates, Inc., for a continuation on landfill and solid waste services as well as cleanup of contamination at the Road Department site.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to present recommendations regarding the Department of Environmental Protection contract for cleanup of contamination at the Road Department.

Mr. Darabi approached the podium and stated that he would also update the County on the Solid Waste Collection Site.  He submitted a handout and stated that the gas levels at the landfill site had decreased to an acceptable level in all but one of the wells.  Mr. Darabi also described the remaining useful life of the landfill, which was estimated until June 2001 for 4:1 sideslopes, or December 2002 for 3:1 sideslopes.  He also described closure construction costs for the landfill.  The price for a 4:1 sideslope would be approximately $1,050,000, and $1,281,500 for 3:1 sideslopes.  Mr. Darabi also discussed possible alternatives for solid waste disposal, and asked that the Board make a decision in the near future.

Mr. Darabi then discussed contamination at the Road Department.  The estimated project time was six years, including recovery, disposal, and treatment, and would cost approximately $1,806,855.  Most of the cost would be for the treatment of contaminated water.  Also included within the estimate was disposal at the landfill at $50 per ton, although the Board would not necessarily have to pay themselves for the work.  He stressed that the cost of soil removal was highly flexible, as it would be impossible to know how much soil would need to be removed until work began.  Mr. Darabi also stated that funds would be required for the project, as the Department of Environmental Protection would only pay a maximum $300,000 as their 75% of a matching grant, although he was requesting further assistance from the State.

There was discussion about the length of time required to totally clean the groundwater.

Commissioner Udell asked how deep the work would be done.  Mr. Darabi stated that up to twenty-eight or thirty feet would be dug out in some places.

Commissioner Udell asked if fill dirt would have to be placed in the hole vacated by the contaminated sand.  Mr. Darabi assumed that the hole would be refilled, but it was possible to create a lake out of the area.

Mr. Darabi stated that the original $875,000 estimate did not include the $4,000 per month monitoring charges nor the cost to dispose of contaminated soil.

Commissioner Udell asked the size in acreage of the contaminated area.  Mr. Darabi did not have the figures available, but it had been discussed earlier.

Commissioner Udell stated that the cleanup would cost the County a large sum of money, and was interested in cutting costs as much as possible.

There was discussion about using the contaminated soil for landfill coverage.  Mr. Darabi agreed to look into other options for disposing of the soil.

There was also discussion about removing contaminates from the groundwater.  Mr. Darabi stated that the water would be “stripped,” with filters taking out contaminates from evaporated water, then re-condensing the water and pumped elsewhere on the property.  The clean water would then push contaminated water toward the collector for further stripping.

Commissioner Taylor asked if the contaminated water was part of the drinking water.  Mr. Darabi stated that the water was part of the aquifer, but there were no wells within the area that contained contaminated water.

Commissioner Udell asked about the size of the most heavily contaminated area.  Mr. Darabi stated that the size was approximately a quarter of an acre, and contained several hundred thousand gallons of gasoline and water.

Commissioner Udell expressed concern with not knowing about the loss of fuel.  Mr. Darabi stated that the contamination had been occurring over a long period of time.

There was discussion on the present use of fuel.  Mr. Brown stated that he could account for all the fuel he bought, and the contamination problem had been discovered before Mr. Brown had become Director of the Road Department.  Mr. Brown presently has control systems that accounted for all fuel purchased.

Chairman Odom called a short break at 7:06 p.m.

7:16 p.m.
Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The eighth item on the agenda was public concerns or comments.

Mr. Dean Ray approached the podium and asked how the County determined its road-paving priority.  Mr. Ray Brown showed Mr. Ray a County map that designated the State’s 5-Year Plan for road paving.

Mr. Robert Adams approached the podium and addressed Code Enforcement along the Suwannee River.  He expressed concern with the Code Enforcement Officer’s trespassing upon private property without knowledge of violations.  Mr. Adams stated that he was continuing his discussions with the Suwannee River Water Management District concerning the 75-foot setback along the River, and asked that two other gentlemen be allowed to discuss their problems with Code Enforcement.

Mr. Larry Cubby approached the podium and stated that he owned a tract of land along the Suwannee River that had a small bathhouse, built in 1981, upon it.  The realtor had told him that the bathhouse had been grandfathered in, since it was built before the 75-foot setback ordinance had been enacted.  The Code Enforcement Officer, however, had told him that he was in violation.

Mr. Aubrey Slone approached the podium and stated that he had moved from Virginia to Suwannee County.  He stated that when he bought a piece of property along the Suwannee River, drugs and alcohol had overrun it.  He had cleaned up the land and was using its electrical hookups for his motor home.  However, he had been told that he was in violation of several codes, and was being forced to pay hundreds of dollars to come within compliance, and then told the very opposite by different code officers.

Mr. Harvey stated that the Code Enforcement official was presently responding to complaints and looking for non-permitted structures.  Mr. Harvey had instructed the official that if she could see a violation from the road, she should attempt to contact the owner.  Mr. Harvey made it clear that he was doing everything to make sure owners’ rights were being respected and would be glad to meet with those who had complaints.

Mr. George Fuller approached the podium and stated that the Board had approved $1,285 to Wainright Construction for redesign of a gutter on March 7, 2000.  He stated that a few well-placed pieces of wood could provide adequate support and drainage to the gutters at a lower cost.

Commissioner Scott stated that he had spoken with the Maintenance Department about the idea and they would be looking into it.

The ninth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold the first public hearing on the Fiscal Year 2000 Community Development Block Grant Application.

Mr. Scott Koons, Director of Local Government Assistance, North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, approached the podium and stated that the CDBG application could provide up to $750,000 for local improvements.  He then presented a short video describing the history, specifics, and overview of the grant.

There was discussion on providing water and sewer service to US 129 north of I-10 and the requirements for doing so.  Mr. Koon stated that businesses wishing to move into the County but could not due to the cost of placing new sewer and water lines would enable the County to apply for the grant.

Chairman Odom opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Odom closed the floor to public comments.

Mr. Koon asked that the Board authorize the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to prepare a CDBG application for the Wellborn Water System.

Commissioner Udell motioned to allow the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to prepare an application for the Wellborn Water System for the Fiscal Year 2000 Community Development Block Grant.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-00-03-01 by Jan Rybak, authorized agent for the Florida Department of Transportation, for an essential service (180 feet steel structure communications monopole with 10 feet whip antenna) and associated equipment, in accordance with a site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).

Ms. Robinette Robinson approached the podium and was sworn in by County Attorney Airth.  Ms. Robinson stated that the Land Development Regulations provided for essential services, including such a requested monopole.  The property in question was located near the I-10 rest area adjoining Columbia County.  The pole was self-supporting, unlike most communications poles within the County.  The Aviation Division of the Florida Department of Transportation informed Ms. Robinson that the pole would not need operating lights as it was less than 250 feet high.

Ms. Sue Lamb, reporter, thought that the towers were to be dismantled six months after no longer being used for its original purpose.  Ms. Robinson stated that the language did not currently require that the tower be used for its original purpose, but it could be added if the Board so desired.

Commissioner Udell understood that the stipulations were to have been that the tower be used for its original purpose, and asked that the issue be investigated further.  Otherwise, owners could place a ribbon on the tower and say that it was still in use.

Ms. Jan Ryback, applicant and agent for the Florida Department of Transportation, approached the podium and was sworn in by County Attorney Airth.  She stated that the Florida Department of Transportation was installing a communications system based on these monopoles that would make travel safer.  Ms. Ryback stated that according to departmental regulations, a six-foot chain-link fencing was required but could be augmented by tougher County requirements.

Commissioner Udell asked that the language of the agreement be modified to include dismantling within six months after end of original use.

Commissioner Baker asked that an eight-foot high fence be placed around the monopole.  Ms. Ryback agreed to do so.

Mr. George Fuller asked if the pole would be owned by the State.  Ms. Ryback stated that the pole would be State-owned and usage priority given to the Florida Department of Transportation, with other users allowed if necessary.

Chairman Odom opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Odom closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-00-03-01 by Jan Rybak, authorized agent for the Florida Department of Transportation, for an essential service (180 feet steel structure communications monopole with 10 feet whip antenna) and associated equipment, in accordance with a site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1.  Also included would be stipulations that an eight-foot high fence with non-razor barbed wire be placed around the site, airplane lights and climbing guards would not be required, and that the pole would be dismantled within six months of the end of its original use.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-27)

The eleventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-00-03-02 by Roy Dean Durden and Amelia C. Durden for intensive agriculture (seven additional poultry houses less than 300 feet from a lot line) in accordance with a site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).

Ms. Robinson, still under oath, approached the podium and stated that the property in question was located off 188th Street in McAlpin.  The request met Land Development Use Regulations and Ms. Robinson requested approval of the permit.

After questioning, Ms. Robinson stated that the poultry house would be 100 feet from the west property line.

Mr. Roy Dean Durden, applicant, approached the podium and was sworn in by County Attorney Airth.  He stated that a hay barn and compost area had been built for the three existing houses, and the compost area could not be expanded until further poultry houses were built.

Chairman Odom opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. and Mrs. Byron and Linda Johnson approached the podium and were sworn in by County Attorney Airth.  Ms. Johnson stated that the erection of seven more houses would increase the odors that were already becoming a problem in their house.  The Johnsons were also concerned about the value of their property after additional poultry houses were built and the noise associated with large numbers of tractor-trailers.

Commissioner Udell asked if the Johnsons were aware that Mr. Durden’s land was zoned agricultural when they bought their land.  The Johnsons stated that they had been aware of the zoning classification, but did not expect a drastic increase in production of chickens.  Commissioner Udell stated that as an agricultural classification, Mr. Durden could place cattle, pigs, or any other farm animal on the land.

Commissioner Baker asked how far the new poultry houses would be from the Johnsons property line.  Mr. Durden stated that the new houses would be built approximately five to six hundred feet away from the south property line (adjoining the Johnsons) and would expel exhaust toward the east.

There were no additional comments, and Chairman Odom closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell reiterated that the Durdens’ land was already agriculturally zoned when the Johnsons had moved to the area, and they should have been aware of the potential for further agricultural activity.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-00-03-02 by Roy Dean Durden and Amelia C. Durden for intensive agriculture (seven additional poultry houses less than 300 feet from a lot line) in accordance with a site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion.  Ms. Robinson expressed concern with expanding the compost area closer than 300 away from the nearest property line, but also stated that it would not affect the present permit request.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-28)

Chairman Odom called a break at 8:40 p.m.

8:50 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The twelfth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. 00-03-03 by Pedro Saavedra and Viviania Saavedra for intensive agriculture (one additional poultry house less than 300 feet from a lot line, solid waste disposal facilities, and litter storage) in accordance with the a plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).

Ms. Robinson, still under oath, approached the podium and stated that the property in question was located in O’Brien off 240th Street.  The additional poultry house would be in line with three existing houses, and the service standards would continue to be met.  Ms. Robinson stated that the adjoining landowner who would be most impacted had filed a sworn affidavit informing the applicants that they had no problems with the additional poultry house.

Chairman Odom opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Odom closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Scott motioned to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. 00-03-03 by Pedro Saavedra and Viviania Saavedra for intensive agriculture (one additional poultry house less than 300 feet from a lot line, solid waste disposal facilities, and litter storage) in accordance with the a plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-29)

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to request approval to advertise for Requests for Proposals for county health insurance.

Ms. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, approached the podium and stated that the Insurance Committee had recommended new bids for insurance at its March 1, 2000 meeting, and the Board of County Commissioners had suggested the same at the planning retreat of March 14, 2000.  Ms. Mixon stated that a program by the State of Florida to provide insurance to non-State entities was still on the drawing board and would not be available before the present insurance contract expired.

Chairman Odom asked if Blue Cross/Blue Shield provided HMO coverage.  Ms. Mixon thought that they did, but would not know the extent of it until all proposals were received.

Commissioner Baker asked Ms. Mixon if she had been told of the Aetna program.  Ms. Mixon stated that she had, but at the time the costs were still relatively high.

Commissioner Udell asked if AvMed would again bid for the County’s insurance.  Ms. Mixon stated that AvMed had indicated a desire to do so.

Commissioner Udell asked if AvMed had indicated a change in cost for the next year.  Ms. Mixon indicated that it was still too early to know about a change in costs.

Commissioner Udell motioned to advertise for bids for a County insurance policy.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Baker asked if bid contracts would be for one year.  Ms. Mixon stated that the County accepted contracts for one year, with the option to sign a new contract after that time.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to discuss funding for construction of a new building to house the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department.

Mr. Daniel R. Sivyer, County Fire Coordinator, stated that the Board had discovered that the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department would not be able to build a structure according to their original agreement due to legal issues.  Mr. Sivyer stated that there were two options that the Fire Committee had decided upon:  1)  using the same lease recently approved by the Board, build the station using donated funds, or 2) scrap the present lease, donate the land to the Falmouth Fire Department, and allow them to use the land as collateral on a loan.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Sivyer how the other volunteer fire stations felt about the situation.  Mr. Sivyer stated that the other stations had agreed to the donated funds and the Fire Services Network had suggested the Board use capital improvement funds to complete the structure.

Mr. Sivyer then stated that Mr. Cleatos McCook, Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department Chief, was present to answer any questions the Board might have.

Commissioner Scott asked Mr. McCook which option he preferred.  Mr. McCook preferred the Board donate the funds.

Commissioner Scott stated that the Falmouth Fire Department had done everything in their power to get their fire station, and had cut the price to one quarter the price the County would be forced to pay for a structure.

Commissioner Scott motioned for approval of a resolution approving a grant to the Falmouth Fire Department in the amount of $18,000 from an unspecified fund for the construction of a fire station on County property leased to the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after Mr. Sivyer read the resolution, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-30)

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to request authorization to extend the services of Frank Darabi, of Darabi and Associates, inc., Landfill and Solid Waste Engineer for the County, to include cleanup of contamination at the Road Department site.

This item had already been discussed prior to agenda item number eight.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to present recommendations regarding the Department of Environmental Protection contract for cleanup of contamination at the Road Department.

This item had already been discussed prior to agenda item number eight.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to request the Board to set dates and times for solid waste workshops.

Mr. Ray Brown approached the podium and asked that the Board set a solid waste workshop during the first week in April.

There was discussion as to possible dates.

Commissioner Scott motioned to hold a solid waste and contamination workshop on April 4, 2000, at 2:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Commissioner Udell seconded. There was clarification that a definite time should be set, and Commissioner Scott altered his motion to include a 2:00 p.m. starting time.  The motion to hold a solid waste workshop on April 4, 2000 at 2:00 p.m. carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to consider appointment of Stacey Worth to replace Clifford Hillhouse on the Code Enforcement Board.

Commissioner Scott stated that Ms. Worth was willing to serve on the Board and was a licensed general contractor.

Commissioner Scott motioned to appoint Stacey Worth to the Code Enforcement Board, replacing Clifford Hillhouse.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to request permission to accept and begin work on a Brush/Quick Attack truck on loan from the Division of Forestry.

Mr. Sivyer approached the podium and stated that Wendell Musgrove, Division of Forestry Supervisor, had offered a 1987 brush truck for the County’s use.  The vehicle had less than 400 miles of service, and could last for the next ten or fifteen years.  The cost to outfit the vehicle would be approximately $10,000, including the cost of the tank, pump, hose, nozzles, and painting.  Mr. Sivyer planned to place the vehicle on the south end of the County, as most other resources for brush fires were near the City of Live Oak.

Commissioner Udell stated that a letter of gratitude should be sent to Mr. Musgrove in appreciation for his assistance.

Commissioner Baker asked the funding source for the vehicle.  Mr. Sivyer stated that the County had excess revenue in the Fire Fund to cover the vehicle.

Commissioner Udell motioned to accept and begin work on a Brush/Quick Attack truck presently on loan from the Division of Forestry.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. George Fuller asked that additional information be presented concerning the $10,000 just approved.  He felt that the public had the right to know that the $10,000 was to be used for modifications.  Mr. Sivyer and Mr. Harvey stated that the equipment would be addressed in the next agenda item.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to request approval to advertise for equipment on a brush truck.

Mr. Sivyer stated that the equipment needed was a water tank, pump, hose, nozzle, and painting.  The total cost for these items would be $10,000, and would need to be advertised.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve to advertise for replacement equipment on the brush truck just accepted from the Division of Forestry.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was to request approval of a limerock lease agreement with Hatch Enterprises.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that approximately $15,000 had not been budgeted for the service, and would need to be shifted from other funds.  Mr. Brown stated that the Board had already approved the purchase of the land, but the contract had been updated to include all recommendations.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve a limerock lease agreement with Hatch Enterprises for $15,000.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2000-??)

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to discuss proposed projects to be presented for funding under the Small County Road Assistance Program.

Mr. Brown stated that the Board had portions of three roads currently funded by the assistance program:  CR 49, CR 250, and CR 132.  Mr. Brown suggested portions of CR 349, CR 137, and CR 136 should be placed on the application for the upcoming years.

Commissioner Scott recommended CR 349.

Commissioner Taylor recommended CR 137.

Commissioner Udell recommended the three roads selected.

Commissioner Udell motioned to place CR 349, CR 137, and CR 136 on the application for funding by the Small County Road Assistance Program.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was to consider approval of a change order in the amount of $375 for O’Neal Roofing Company for work on the O’Brien Community Center.

Mr. Harvey stated that the bid awarded on September 7, 1999, had not included the replacement of rotted wood in the roof.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve a change order in the amount of $375 for O’Neal Roofing Company for work on the O’Brien Community Center.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to consider approval of payment of Invoice No. 6935 in the amount of $3,620.00 to O’Neal Roofing Company, Inc., for work done on the O’Brien Community Center.

Mr. Harvey stated that the cost included the $375 just approved that was added to the original bid amount of $3,245, and included work already completed.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve payment of Invoice No. 6935 in the amount of $3,620.00 to O’Neal Roofing Company, Inc., for work done on the O’Brien Community Center.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to authorize application to the Florida Association of Counties for County Rural Development Program Assistance.

Mr. Harvey stated that the deadline for the application was March 24, 2000.  He stated that the purpose of the application would be to provide technical assistance toward establishing an action plan for economic or tourism development.

Commissioner Scott motioned to authorize application to the Florida Association of Counties for County Rural Development Program Assistance and approval of a resolution detailing the same.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-??)

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was to request the Board to set a date and time to hold a second animal control workshop.

Mr. Harvey suggested that the Board set a workshop on April 18, 2000, at 3:00 p.m. before the regular Board meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Commissioner Baker suggested holding the workshop at 6:00 p.m. on April 20, 2000, to allow those who work to be present.


Commissioner Scott motioned to hold an animal control workshop at 6:00 p.m. on April 20, 2000, in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Odom called a short break at 9:58 p.m.

March 21, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

10:07 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There were seven listed additional agenda items.

1) Approval of payment in the amount of $40,061.90 to W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, for Clerk’s Fees for the month of February, 2000.

Mr. Harvey stated that the fees were basically in line with budgeted amounts and log documentation had been provided on about $5,000.00 in extraordinary copy costs for the State’s Attorney’s Office, Public Defender’s Office, and the Department of Corrections.  He then recommended that the Board pay the fees.

Commissioner Baker motioned to pay Clerk’s Fees in the amount of $40,061.90 for the month of February, 2000.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

2) Extension until April 18, 2000 for Richard Powell, Auditor, to deliver audit for Fiscal Year 1998-1999 to the County.

Mr. Harvey stated that the Board had extended the audit in times past and would allow him to complete last-minute corrections.  Mr. Harvey suggested setting a workshop to deliver the findings at 4:00 p.m. on April 20, 2000 before the regular Board meeting.

Commissioner Baker suggested 3:00 p.m. because of the length of time required.

Deputy Clerk Tyson suggested more time before holding the workshop, as it did not seem to allow time for the Constitutional Officers time to make a reply.  Mr. Harvey stated that the time had been sufficient for the last audit, as Mr. Powell presented his findings directly to the Constitutional Officers before submitting the results to the Board.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve an extension until April 18, 2000 for Richard Powell, auditor, to deliver the audit for Fiscal Year 1998-1999.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom asked that a date be set.  Mr. Harvey suggested waiting until April 4, 2000 to set a workshop to allow him a chance to speak with Mr. Powell.

The Board agreed to do so.

3) Request approval of State Local Assistance Grant contract.

Mr. Harvey stated that the County has received the grant for a number of years.  This year, the grant would be for a total of $27,692, of which ½ ($13,846) was provided by the State, a dedicated $3,000 from Emergency Management funds, and another $10,846 to be used from another Emergency Management grant.  The funds would be used to provide salaries.

Commissioner Baker motioned to submit a State Local Assistance Grant application.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

4) Adoption of resolution urging the US Postal Service to make Live Oak a top priority for a new post office facility.

Mr. Harvey stated that he had no information other than the resolution submitted by the City and the proposed resolution for the County.  He then read the proposed resolution.

Commissioner Scott motioned to adopt a resolution urging the US Postal Service to make Live Oak a top priority for a new post office facility.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  He then stated that several years ago he had requested that the Federal government deed the property over to the County when a new post office facility was constructed, but nothing had been done as of yet.  The motion to adopt a resolution urging the US Postal Service to make Live Oak a top priority for a new post office facility carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-31)

5) Consider allowing IFAS the use of the Coliseum with the stipulation that they pay the cleanup fee.

Commissioner Baker stated that since IFAS was part of the Department of Agriculture (which has provided the funds for most of the Coliseum facilities), it would be a good gesture to charge only for the cleanup fee instead of also charging a usage fee.  Commissioner Baker also requested that last year’s usage fee of approximately $300 be reimbursed and future usage fees be eliminated.

Commissioner Baker motioned to reimburse IFAS for last year’s Coliseum usage fee, eliminate future usage fees for the same, and ask IFAS to pay only for cleanup fees.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

6) Authorize the Clerk of Circuit Court to transfer $440,000 from the Construction/Renovation Fund and issue check for pending closure on the Suwannee Valley Electric Building.

Mr. Harvey stated that he had not known that Suwannee Valley Electric was moving into their new building until he heard it advertised on the radio, and was caught unaware.  He stated that officially and formally an advertised budget amendment would be required.  However, after discussion with Mr. Airth, Mr. Harvey stated that the Board would need to authorize the Clerk to transfer the $440,000 from the Construction/Renovation Fund and issue a check for pending closure on the building.


Commissioner Udell motioned to transfer $440,000 from the Construction/Renovation Fund and issue a check for pending closure on the Suwannee Valley Electric Building.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that the County had already issued a check in the amount of $100,000 as a good faith deposit payment.  Mr. Airth stated that the contract did not reflect a $100,000 payment.  Several members of the audience and Board recalled a $100,000 payment, however.  Mr. Harvey and Mr. Airth stated that a motion should be made to transfer sufficient funds to cover the balance of the purchase of the SVEC building.  After further discussion, Commissioner Udell withdrew his original motion.


Commissioner Udell motioned to transfer sufficient funds from the Construction/Renovation Fund and issue a check for pending closure on the Suwannee Valley Electric Building as previously agreed upon and stated upon the closing documents. Commissioner Taylor seconded.  After Deputy Clerk Musgrove read the motion for clarification, the motion carried unanimously.

7) Commissioner Udell to discuss the litter laws.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had received complaints about litter on roads and yards around the County, especially in the River Road area.  He asked that signs be placed upon the roads stating the maximum fees imposed by the State and allow the Sheriff’s Department to prosecute violators.

Mr. Harvey stated that he would research the issue further.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Ed C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that the County had not received FEMA unmet needs funds to build a new Emergency Operations Center, but had received $99,510 from FEMA for modifications to the present EOC building plus $16,585 from the State.  The County would need to match the State’s $16,585, for a total of $132,680.  These funds would be used to enlarge the present EOC building.  Mr. Harvey also addressed a meeting to be held with Pat Sura, Building Inspector, Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, and Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, concerning planning for County buildings.  Mr. Harvey stated that a plan of activity would be submitted to the Board at the first meeting in April.

Mr. Harvey also stated that Judge Slaughter, Judge Kennon, and Sheriff Williams had discussed placing a security fence between the old and new jails that would keep the public away from the rear (employees only) entrance to the Courthouse and provide security when transferring inmates into the Courthouse.  The fence would not impact handicap facilities to the Property Appraiser and Tax Collector’s Office and would only be locked during certain trials or hearings.

Mr. Harvey stated that the property on which the Road Department and EMS Building are located are actually located on airport property, and the Florida Department of Transportation had spent approximately $1,000,000 in assistance and to acquire the property.  Mr. Harvey stated that a retention pond on the land was a hazard to aircraft.  Mr. Harvey stated that Donald Robinson suggested filling in the retention pond and placing a swale system in its place to drain toward the large retention pond located behind the Road Department.  Mr. Harvey asked for Board approval for Mr. Brown to continue researching the issue.

The Board agreed without vote to allow Mr. Brown to continue research.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, stated that an inmate crew from Hamilton County had been approved for work in Suwannee County, giving the County three work squads.  The personnel and equipment was already available, and the inmates would soon be operating around the County.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve batches 2000-252 – 2000-277, for a total of $1,148,414.91.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED – 03-21-00

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
810,330.56

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
15,369.54

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
3,032.55

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
18,934.80

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
10.11

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
10,552.81

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
4,424.12

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
8,578.28

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
102,257.88

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
46,601.94

172
RECREATION FUND
$
16,958.56

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
28,547.83

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
9,967.49

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
62,034.80

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
10,813.64


BATCHES 2000-252 - 2000-277




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,148,414.91

The thirtieth item on the agenda was to consider other business.

Commissioner Udell stated that the light outside the Commissioners’ Room had been flickering for six years and asked that a direct order be issued to Mr. Harvey to have it replaced by the next night meeting.

The Board agreed to do so.

Chairman Odom stressed that additional agenda items be limited.

Mr. Fuller stated that a road off CR 49 South had what appeared to be construction debris piled beside it.

Mr. Brown stated that it was not the County’s debris.

There were no other matters to be discussed.

Commissioner Scott motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 10:46 p.m.

_________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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