Book 26, Page 5
February 17, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jerry Scott; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Eric Musgrove and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Odom called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The purpose of the workshop was to discuss animal control issues.

Chairman Odom called a recess at 6:01 p.m. to reopen the recessed meeting of February 15, 2000.

February 17, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

6:44 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

Mr. Harvey stated that the animal control issue was a joint effort by the Sheriff’s Department and others of the community.  He made it clear that he was not proposing an ordinance to tie every animal to a leash nor incur fees for owning an animal.  Mr. Harvey stated that the issue of animal control was an important one, and the proposed ordinance would place enforcement within the civil courts’ jurisdiction.

Mr. Harvey then discussed the various aspects of the proposed ordinance.  He stated that the new animal control citations would be similar to traffic citations, and not a criminal offense.

Commissioner Udell asked for Mr. Harvey to explain annual fees.  Mr. Harvey stated that only owners of animals classed as, “dangerous,” would be forced to pay an annual fee of $100 per year while the animal was in their care.

Mr. Harvey stated that the proposed ordinance would only affect cats and dogs, which are defined as “domestic animals.”  He explained nuisances and requirements for the lock-up of dangerous animals.

Commissioner Baker asked if the Sheriff’s Department would be allowed to inspect the dwelling places of dangerous animals.  Sheriff Williams stated that there was a clause later in the proposed ordinance to allow periodic inspections of the property.

An unnamed member of the audience stated that according to the proposed ordinance’s definition of, “exposed to rabies,” any dog participating in hunting of various types would be labeled as such if they came into contact with any of the animals listed as being commonly recognized as a carrier of rabies.  Such animals included raccoons, foxes, bobcats, and bats.

Sheriff Williams suggested deleting the phrase pertaining to, “contact with any animal commonly recognized as a carrier of rabies.”  Mr. Harvey and the Board agreed to strike the phrase.

Chairman Odom stated that there would be no votes taken at the meeting, but the purpose of the workshop was to allow the public an opportunity to address issues and entertain consideration.

Mr. Harvey then discussed the enforcement and penalty for domestic and feral (wild) animals.

Mr. Airth suggested that notification of the first warning be in writing.

There was also discussion about vaccinations by a licensed veterinarian and ownership of licensed animals.

Mr. Dean Ray stated that the proposed ordinance was no more than a re-write of Ordinance No. 96-03, and did nothing to support licensing of animals or support animal control financially.  He felt that the ordinance would do little to ease the problem of animal control.  Mr. Ray proposed an Animal Control Board and licensing fees for all domestic animals to fund animal control officers.

Mr. Harvey stated that the proposed ordinance was far better than Ordinance No. 96-03 and was not simply a re-write of it.  He then continued his discussion of the proposed ordinance, including destruction of feral animals and fees for impoundment.

Commissioner Taylor asked for clarification of “trap deposit.”  Mr. Harvey stated that the deposit would be a refundable deposit for the renting of traps from the County by the public.

Mr. Harvey continued his discussion of penalties and impoundment.  He clarified that most aspects of the proposed ordinance did not include animals on their owner’s property.

Chairman Odom called a short break at 7:25 p.m.

February 17, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

7:33 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

Mr. Harvey continued his discussion of penalties and impounding of dangerous animals.  He stated that the County Judge would make the determination of a dangerous animal, with appeals to a higher court an option.

Commissioner Baker asked about the rights of a property owner in the case of attacks by animals upon living “assets”, including cattle and children.  Mr. Harvey and Janice Hunter, County Animal Control Officer, stated that according to law the property owner had the right to protect his or her assets and could kill or otherwise harm the animal if there was a threat as provided by Florida Statutes.

There was further discussion about dangerous animals, including right of entry for the Animal Control Officer onto private property (but not into private buildings).

There was discussion about ferrets being classified by Florida law as domestic animals, and it was decided that ferrets should be included in the proposed ordinance as a, “domestic animal.”

Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson asked if “dangerous animals” were only those that attacked people or other “domestic animals,” which for the purpose of the proposed ordinance was another dog, cat, or ferret.  He expressed the opinion that perhaps all animals should be included if attacked, not just “domestic animals” as defined by the ordinance; otherwise an animal could be classed as “dangerous” only if it attacked another dog, cat, ferret, or human.

Commissioner Baker asked that the definitions be investigated.

There continued discussion about vaccinations and fees for domestic animals.

Deputy Clerk Tyson suggested that veterinarians be required to report the specifics of data concerning vaccinated animals and their owners to the Sheriff’s Department so that the information would be readily available to the Animal Control Officer.

Mr. Harvey stated that he would take the suggestion under consideration.

Chairman Odom expressed dissatisfaction with the idea of requiring animals to be vaccinated by veterinarians.

A member of the audience suggested starting an internship program to allow volunteers to train with the Animal Control Officer or keep records on “domestic animals.”

There was also discussion concerning suggestions by other members of the public.

Mr. Harvey then stated that there was at present no real facility to impound animals and the County should decide whether or not to invest money in a facility.  The most effective place for one-half the County would be at the County Landfill, but Mr. Harvey made it clear that adding this facility, or even enforcing the proposed ordinance, would cost more money.

Commissioner Taylor asked if the animal control ordinance would include the City of Live Oak.  Mr. Harvey stated that at the present it did not, but perhaps in the future the City of Live Oak could assist or be included in the animal control issue.

There was discussion about a central animal impounding/sheltering facility.

Commissioner Baker asked that the proposed ordinance go through another work

shop before advertisement.


Mr. Harvey asked if the proposed ordinance was heading in a direction suitable to the Board.  Some members of the Board agreed; the others did not respond.


Commissioner Baker expressed concern with the cost of animal control, and would not approve an ordinance until he was satisfied that funding was available for enforcing the ordinance.  He asked Sheriff Williams for estimated costs to be submitted.

Chairman Odom asked if there were any other questions by the Board.  There were none.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Odom closed the workshop at 8:42 p.m.
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DONALD M. ODOM, SR. CHAIRMAN
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