Book 25, Page 321
January 4, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jerry Scott; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Odom called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., and led the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to continue a public hearing which began on December 21, 1999 to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-99-12-01 by Sen T. Nguyen and Van T. Nguyen for intensive agriculture (one additional poultry house) on property zoned Agriculture-1.


Chairman Odom called Ms. Robinette Robinson, Planning and Zoning Director, to the podium.  Chairman Odom clarified that those sworn in from the last meeting were still under oath.


Ms. Robinson stated that the site plan had changed, which led to a new mailing to determine neighbors’ thoughts on the poultry house.


Mr. Sen T. Nguyen approached the podium and submitted a handout, which he read aloud.  Mr. Nguyen then described a proposed house.


Commissioner Udell interrupted and stated that the Board was here to consider a poultry house, not a residence.


Mr. Nguyen then discussed the issue under consideration.


Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, swore in Mr. Van T. Nguyen.


Mr. Van Nguyen stated that the poultry houses were inspected approximately four times a year by state inspectors.


After questioning, Mr. Sen Nguyen stated that he had owned the chicken houses for five years.


Chairman Odom opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. William Webster, neighbor, approached the podium.  Mr. Airth reminded Mr. Webster that he was still under oath.  Mr. Webster stated that the farm was much better since Mr. Nguyen had occupied the residence.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Webster if he had a revised copy of the proposed poultry house.  Mr. Webster stated that he did.

Commissioner Udell asked if Mr. Webster had a problem with the revised draft.  Mr. Webster stated that the Board had made an attempt to move it away from his property.

As there were no further comments, Chairman Odom closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the revised plan of the chicken house from Special Permit Request No. SP-99-12-01 by Sen T. Nguyen and Van T. Nguyen for intensive agriculture (one additional poultry house) on property zoned Agriculture-1.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2000-20)


The second item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There was one listed additional agenda item:

1) Request a piggyback for a second water boiler for the jail.

Chairman Odom then called for further additional items.  There were three:

1) Commissioner Udell asked to discuss title loans in the State of Florida.

2) Commissioner Baker asked to update the Board on screen rooms close to the Suwannee River.

3) Clerk of Court Randy Henderson asked to discuss the County Vehicle Use Policy.

Commissioner Scott motioned to add the aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was to discuss pending road litigation with attorney Steve Durant.

Mr. Durant approached the podium and discussed road litigation concerning 64th Place.  He stated that Mr. and Mrs. Ed Howell had filed a lawsuit against the County for an attempt to maintain the road.  He suggested that the Board take an aggressive approach to the matter.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Durant if he was aware that Mr. Howell had terminated public accessibility by placing a narrow cattle gap and locked gate on the road in question.

Mr. Durant understood that the cattle gap was too narrow for graders to pass through.  He also understood that Mr. Howell had at one point leased the land presently occupied by Ms. McGee.

Commissioner Udell stated that he was not interested in a compromise, but that the Board should do the right thing and allow Ms. McGee public access to her property.

Mr. Durant stated that nothing could stop the County from making the road a county road.  However, if the Court decided that the road was not County-owned, the Bard would have to pay to condemn the property (by paying the property owner).  Otherwise, the Board would have to pay nothing to resume maintenance.

Commissioner Taylor asked if a title search would determine if 64th Place was actually County-owned.

Commissioner Udell clarified that the County could take the road on account of eminent domain but that the landowner would be compensated.

Commissioner Scott asked if Ms. McGee would be satisfied with simple access to her property, without necessarily grading the road on a regular basis.  Commissioner Scott stated that it would not be worthwhile to spend upwards of $50,000 for a small portion of road that only goes to one person’s property.

Commissioner Udell clarified that Mr. Howell had filed a lawsuit against the Board, not Ms. McGee, and he wanted to win the case without compromise.

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Durant if the judge would decide that if the County lost the suit, that he would condemn the road.  Mr. Durant stated that the judge would only make a recommendation, not a direct order, if the County lost the case.  Commissioner Baker stated that Mr. Durant was proceeding in a wise manner.

Mr. George Fuller asked for clarification from Mr. Durant.  Mr. Durant read in Florida Statutes 95.361 that the road should have both been constructed and maintained by the County.

Commissioner Udell asked if creating a road included widening an old wagon road and grading it.  Mr. Durant stated that under most cases, the road would not be considered public.  However, if the County graded a slightly different path than the wagon trails, it could be considered construction.

Mr. Durant was asked about court fees.  Mr. Durant stated that his estimate would be about $15,000.

Commissioner Udell asked that if Mr. Howell lost the case, he be forced to pay all court fees, his own and that of the County.  Mr. Durant stated that Mr. Howell was asking the Board to pay his attorney’s fees, and if the Board won the case it would be possible to force Mr. Howell to pay all court fees.  Mr. Durant stated that the County’s allowing Mr. Howell to put in a cattle gap could only help the County, as Mr. Howell had conceded that the road was public at the time.

Commissioner Baker motioned to retain Mr. Durant as the lawyer in the road litigation of 64th Place.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a short break at 9:50 a.m.
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10:02 a.m.

The fourth item on the agenda was a discussion on animal control issues by Dean Ray.

Mr. Ray approached the podium and discussed the lack of animal control within the County.  He stated that the County has one overworked animal control officer, who has been given no facilities to shelter the animals.  Mr. Ray stated that he had come before the Board some two years before to request the licensing of all dogs within the County, with fees to pay for an animal shelter and additional control officers.  He expressed concern with the lack of action from both the County and the City and asked that the Board update him on its plans.

Commissioner Taylor felt that licensing would be a great help to the County.

Chairman Odom stated that the County had an animal control officer, which was more than what the Board had in years past.

Commissioner Baker stated that since the County was largely rural, the animal control officer oftentimes arrives after the dog has already left the premises.  He also stated that the County has enough problems funding present programs, let alone funding additional programs.

Mr. Ray suggested the Board create an ordinance allowing the County to impound unlicensed animals.  Income from annual registration and other fees could be used to pay for additional officers and facilities.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Ray about the animals on his property.  Mr. Ray stated that he was attempting to have the animals adopted, and did not kill any of the animals.

It was stated that license registration and fees would pay for a vast majority of costs.

Commissioner Udell asked that if the County maintained a facility, would Mr. Ray be against killing the animals.  Mr. Ray stated that if animals was injured or a danger to humans, that it should be killed.  Otherwise, he suggested the County support the animals.  He also suggested that all owners be licensed, whether they are private individuals or breeders.

Commissioner Taylor stated that the County needs to find a solution to the problem.

Ms. Amy King stated that she has lived in several states, and has always had to pay licensing fees for her animals.  She did not object to pay licensing fees for her animals.

Ms. Linda Bentley stated that there needed to be more space for animals and people needed to be more responsible.  She also suggested licensing animals to pay for space and personnel to take care of the animals.

Others of the audience stated that they had no problems with paying registration fees in order to solve the problem.

Chairman Odom stated that the matter would be discussed at a workshop.

The fifth item on the agenda was a discussion by Mike Dodds on a proposed horse drawn cab service in a small portion of Suwannee County centered out of White Springs.

The fiancé of Mr. Dodds stated that Mr. Dodds had another engagement at the time but she would discuss the issue.  She stated that the horse drawn cab service would be centered at I-75 and CR 136, and insurance was all but ready.  They hoped to eventually expand the business to include hayrides and other entertainment.

Commissioner Udell asked if the carriages would be marked as a slow-moving vehicle.  Mr. Todd’s fiancé stated that the carriages could be lighted, with road signs possibly in the area.  She also stated that the animals would be equipped with special diapers that would prevent animal waste from littering the road.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth, County Attorney, if the County would have any liability for accidents caused by the carriages.  Mr. Airth stated that there was always the potential for lawsuits, as there is with all County-allowed services.  He stated that he would have to look further into the matter before making a recommendation.

Commissioner Baker stated that he had searched the issue a few years ago and it had been found that as the horses and their carriages are considered vehicles, the County could not keep them off the roads.

Mr. Dean Ray stated that other areas that had formerly had horse drawn carriages had eventually outlawed the practice because of public safety and the health of the animals.

Mr. George Fuller stated that County ordinances prevented vehicles from making ruts along the roads.  Traffic concerns in the area were also discussed.

Commissioner Baker asked that the issue be tabled until the next regular meeting on January 18 so that Mr. Airth could gather additional information.

Commissioner Baker motioned to table the issue until January 18.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for construction of 23,425 square yards of asphalt surface for 71st Drive and 75th Drive (Ingram Road Project).

Mr. Ray Brown approached the podium and opened the bids.

The first bid was from Couch Construction Company of Lutz, Florida.  They bid $3.45 per square yard, or $80,816.25 for the entire project.

The second bid was from Anderson Columbia Construction, Inc., of Lake City, Florida.  They bid $2.98 per square yard, or $67,698.25 for the entire project.

Mr. Brown asked that the Board accept the bid from Anderson Columbia Construction, Inc.

Commissioner Scott motioned to accept the bid from Anderson Columbia Construction, Inc., at a cost of $67,698.25 for the entire project.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was to consider preliminary plat approval of the Dowling Estates Subdivision.

Ms. Robinson approached the podium and described the proposed plat, which lies off CR 250 and 233rd Road.  The applicant requests a variance on certain aspects of the subdivision, since two of the lots do not meet the width requirements at their entrance (having a thirty-foot wide easement into the property).

Commissioner Scott asked Mr. Tim Alcorn, surveyor, if in the future easements could be combined for the first 100 feet to allow large vehicles to turn in without endangering a fence.  After further discussion, Commissioner Scott stated that the thirty feet easement was enough for large trucks.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the preliminary plat for the Dowling Estates Subdivision.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighth item on the agenda was to award a bid for construction of a swine barn at the Coliseum Complex.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that Sullivan Construction had bid $42,934.00 for the entire project, and that Wainright Construction had bid $25,684 for the entire project.  Mr. Harvey stated that the bid exceeded government allocations by $684, which would need to be funded from other means.  He also stated that the cattle wash rack and sawdust would need to be removed before the new building was erected.  The estimated time for completion would be before the fair.

Commissioner Scott motioned for approval of the project using Wainright Construction, with the Board to find funds for the additional $684 that is not funded by government allocation.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a short break at 11:06 a.m.
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11:15 a.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The ninth item on the agenda was to authorize engineering services on the Highway 49 resurfacing project.


Mr. Brown approached the podium and explained that the resurfacing project would require Mr. Curtis Keen, County Engineer, to inspect the project with a contract price of 8% of the bid price (approximately $1,300,000).


Commissioner Taylor motioned to accept the engineering services by Curtis Keen for the Highway 49 resurfacing project.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2000-23)

The tenth item on the agenda was to authorize the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to perform Community Development Block Grant application services.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and requested that the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council be allowed to continue the CBDG grant application services as part of an annual renewal.

Commissioner Udell motioned to allow the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to continue their services.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to consider approval of payment of Application and Certificate for payment No. 3 to Gamble & Associates Construction, Inc., in the amount of $60,750.00 for rodeo arena improvements.

Mr. Harvey stated that the work had been completed as requested and asked for payment for construction services.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve payment of Application and Certificate for payment No. 3 to Gamble & Associates Construction, Inc., in the amount of $60,750.00 for rodeo arena improvements.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was to consider approval of payment of Application and Certificate for Payment No. 99005-Final to Scott Peterson Construction Co., Inc., in the amount of $14,446.98 for Courthouse renovations.

Mr. Harvey stated that this would be the last payment to Scott Peterson Construction for Courthouse renovations.  He stated that there were one or two small changes that still needed to be made, and asked that the Board either deny payment or pay them upon satisfactory completion of all items.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to approve payment of Application and Certificate for Payment No. 99005-Final to Scott Peterson Construction Co., Inc., in the amount of $14,446.98 for Courthouse renovations upon satisfactory completion of all items on Judge Slaughter’s list.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to discuss a joint meeting on January 11, 2000 with the Live Oak City Council for the purpose of discussing utility service improvements at the US 129/I-10 interchange.

Mr. Harvey stated that the Live Oak City Council would meet with the Suwannee County Board of Commissioners at 6:00 p.m. on January 11, 2000.

Commissioner Udell had no objections with the meeting.

Chairman Odom asked for items to be discussed.

Commissioner Udell stated that he wanted to discuss a new lift station for the area around I-10/US 129.

Commissioner Udell motioned to hold a public hearing with the Live Oak City Council at 6:00 p.m. on January 11, 2000 at the Live Oak City Hall.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  There was then discussion about information for the meeting, including lift station details.  The motion to hold a public hearing with the Live Oak City Council carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a recess for lunch at 11:34 a.m., to return at 1:00 p.m.
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Live Oak, Florida

1:01 p.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a discussion by Clerk of Court Randy Henderson of questionable fees as defined by the audit prepared by Davis, Monk, and Company.

Mr. Henderson approached the podium.  He stated that last year, the Board questioned fees he had charged for court services, so had spent $10,000 for an outside auditor.  Thirty-three percent of Mr. Henderson’s billing was listed as questionable, and he stated for the record that Mr. Bob Butterworth, Florida Attorney General, had ruled that the Clerk should receive the fees that had been mentioned by Davis, Monk, and Company as questionable.  Mr. Henderson stated for the record that the Clerk was entitled to the fees that made up approximately thirty-three percent of the Clerk’s billing.

Commissioner Scott stated that according to Florida Statutes, each County fee officer was to establish a budget that clearly showed fees.  He did not recall Mr. Henderson giving the Board a budget for fees.

Mr. Henderson stated that according to the same Florida Statutes, fee officers are not required to obtain the approval of their budgets from the Board.

Commissioner Scott stated that the Board had only received the portion of the Clerk’s budget that was funded by the Board.

Mr. Henderson stated that he was not required to have Board approval for his fees.  He asked if Mr. George Burnham, Tax Collector, had presented his entire budget, as he is also a fee officer.

Commissioner Scott stated that according to how he read the Statutes, Mr. Burnham should at least present his entire budget.

Mr. Henderson stated that his entire budget was public record, and he had no problems with bringing a copy of his budget to the Board.

Mr. Henderson again stated that the thirty-three percent of his budget listed as questionable are no longer questionable, and are entitled to the Clerk.

Commissioner Baker stated that the audit was worthwhile, and according to his research, Suwannee County budgeted more money for the Clerk than Columbia County, which is larger.

Mr. Henderson clarified that although the population was larger, Suwannee County had a larger caseload than Columbia County.

Commissioner Baker stated that according to research, the Suwannee County Clerk’s Office was spending $36.99 per capita, which was noticeably above those of similar-sized counties.  He stated that for every other department in Suwannee County, the per capita was below the regional average.

Mr. Dean Ray stated that he had made copies at the Clerk’s Office and had been charged $1.00 a page.  After research, he found that the Clerk was entitled to the $1.00 charge per page.  Mr. Ray went to Tallahassee to learn more, and found that the Legislature had made conflicting legislation on several government issues.

Mr. Henderson stated that caseload for the Suwannee County Clerk’s Office had doubled in two years, which was far more than the surrounding counties.  He stated that the Clerk’s Office did not keep all the fees, but eventually the funds were given back to the County at the end of each Fiscal Year (by returning the excess revenue).  Mr. Henderson then described how guilty parties reimbursed court costs and he actively had collection agencies pursue those who owed money.  He further stated that the Suwannee County Clerk’s Office had faster services than those of surrounding counties, such as Columbia County.  Mr. Henderson stated that per capita estimates were not accurate, as Suwannee County had more cases than other counties.

Commissioner Baker clarified that fees were sent to the Fine & Forfeiture Fund and then disbursed to several county entities, including the Clerk’s Office, Sheriff’s Department, and others.

Mr. Henderson stated that he would trade court costs with copy costs with the Board if they so wished, but the Board would end up in worse shape than they thought.

Commissioner Udell asked if Commissioner Baker had checked into staff of surrounding counties.

Commissioner Baker stated that Madison County had about fourteen employees and Taylor County had nineteen.

Mr. Henderson stated that he had about thirty-seven employees, most of which was due to increasing court cases.  He stated that he received reports from the State on the number of Court cases per county.

Commissioner Udell asked if Suwannee County had more crime than the surrounding counties.

Mr. Henderson stated that according to word of mouth, Suwannee County had more cases and would be glad to show the quarterly reports.

Commissioner Udell asked if there would be a corresponding increase of per capita fees if Suwannee County grew to the size of Columbia County.

Mr. Henderson stated that one of the commissioners was planning on running for the Clerk’s position, and was indicating that Mr. Henderson was an exorbitant spender. 

Commissioner Scott stated that campaigns should not be brought up in the meeting.

Mr. Henderson asked the Board to stick to the agenda.

Commissioner Baker stated that he was not sure of the exact nature of the agenda item, and had researched several related issues in the case they are brought up.

Mr. Henderson stated that Commissioner Baker seemed to research Clerk’s issues more than other issues.

Chairman Odom stated that Commissioner Baker researched more than just Clerk’s fees.

Mr. Henderson stated that he had cramped quarters for his staff, most of whom are overworked.  He also stated that he had a fine staff that was paid less than the County average.

Commissioner Udell asked Commissioner Baker for the exact statistics for per capita expenses.

Commissioner Baker stated that the per capita for 1996-1997 was:  $21.65 for Columbia County, $26.13 for Hendry County, $27.22 for Levy County, $20.03 for Madison County, $36.99 for Suwannee County, for a total average of $26.26.

Mr. Henderson stated that the other counties had been given increased funding from their Boards in the past two years, but his office had been given no increased funding for the past two years.

Commissioner Baker then read the Clerk’s budgets for the past two years.

Mr. Henderson stated that the fees for copies had not gone up in the last two years, only the numbers of people requesting these copies.  He also stated that interest from the County was not a part of the independent audit from Davis, Monk, and Company and wished to bring it up as an important part of the budget.  Mr. Henderson then submitted a handout detailing interest earned for Fiscal Year 1998 and 1992.  The results were that in 1992, the interest earned was only $175,636.13, whereas in 1998 the interest earned was $481,426.65 despite a smaller budget than in 1992.  Mr. Henderson then read a Florida Statute stating that all interest accrued from deposited money would be deemed the income of the office of the Clerk of Court and shall be deposited in the same account as other fees and commissions of the Clerk’s Office.  He again stated that the Clerk of Court was entitled to the money earned from interest and asked that the County ask for an opinion from Florida Attorney General Bob Butterworth on the interest.

Commissioner Baker stated that in 1998, the cost to run the Clerk’s Office was approximately $1,600,000, which was two and a half times that of 1992 ($700,000).

Mr. Henderson stated that all budgets had increased and the Finance Department, which had not grown in employees in six years, cost $370,000 to run.  He further stated that the County was obligated under Florida Statutes to provide the funds for the Finance Department, but at present only provided half the amount.

Commissioner Baker motioned to table the issue until February 1, 2000 so that he could have a chance to research the matter further.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a discussion by Clerk of Court Randy Henderson of County insurance matters.

Mr. Henderson submitted a list of County employees who had been on disability without pay.  He stated that there were some employees who paid for short-term or long-term disability at a high cost.  He asked that the County research a County-wide disability insurance policy that would allow County employees to pay less for the insurance.  He stated that the insurance would cost the taxpayers nothing, but would allow those employees who so wished to have the insurance payroll-deducted.

Ms. Susan Lamb thought that the State was discussing the passage of legislation to allow County employees to enter the State’s insurance plan.

Mr. Henderson stated that there was a real need for assistance for these people.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There were four items to be discussed:

1) Request a piggyback for a second water boiler for the jail.

Mr. Paul Dial approached the podium and stated that one of the two water boilers had blown up and it was necessary to replace it before the other boiler ceased functioning in the near future.  He stated that the original bid was $22,903 for the installation of one boiler, and suggested getting another boiler at the same time, drastically reducing the price since no additional installation costs would be necessary.

Mr. Dean Ray asked if such expenditures could come from the Sheriff’s Department’s Drug Fund.

Mr. Harvey stated that until recently, Captain John Mills had maintained the jail, with assistance from the Maintenance Department.  Once the Maintenance Department took over maintenance of the jail, it was found that additional items needed to be repaired.  Mr. Harvey stated that changes in the budget would be necessary because of unexpected costs, but replacing two at the same time would save installation costs.

Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the piggyback for a second boiler because the County received approximately $2,800 a day from outside inmates, and the County could not afford to lose the money if these inmates were moved to other locations because of a breakdown of all hot water facilities.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Odom called a short recess at 2:00 p.m.
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2:08 p.m.


Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

2) Commissioner Udell to discuss title loans in the State of Florida.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had received a letter from the Florida Legal Services, Inc. discussing attempts to set maximum interest rates for title loans.  He stated that in some areas title companies were charging up to 265% interest.  He asked that the Board research adopting an ordinance to set a limit for interest charges in the area of 20% or 30% before such companies moved into Suwannee County.

Mr. Harvey stated that the City of Live Oak already had such an ordinance that set a limit of 30%.  Commissioner Baker asked that the County set the same rate as the City’s.

The Board agreed to have Mr. Harvey look into the matter and propose an ordinance.

Commissioner Udell urged the ordinance be tamper-proof to avoid some companies going around the law.

Commissioner Taylor suggested speaking to the Live Oak City Council on January 11, 2000 if it was possible.

3) Commissioner Baker to update the Board on the construction of screen rooms close to the Suwannee River.

Commissioner Baker stated that the Suwannee River Water Management District would be meeting with the various agencies in early February to make a decision about screen rooms being built within seventy-five feet of the river.  At that time, the Suwannee River Water Management District would reveal the results to the various Boards.

Mr. Dean Ray expressed concerns that some of the grading practices of Mr. Brown concerning limerock roads would eventually lead to dirt roads again.

4) Clerk of Court Randy Henderson to discuss the County Vehicle Use Policy.

Mr. Henderson stated that the Board had made a decision on County Vehicle Use some fourteen months ago.  He stated that the policy was not charged until the last paycheck in December, which meant that several people were paying well over $100 extra at one time than was necessary.  He suggested that the policy costs should be spread across all twenty-six paychecks throughout the year instead of one large lump sum at the end of the year.  Mr. Henderson further suggested that the employee in charge of payroll for the individual departments should track the use of the vehicles (number of days, changes in work descriptions, changes in salaries).  He needed documentation that would state who should be charged when and for how long, which would cut the errors that had occurred at the end of the year when the one lump sum had been deducted from the employees’ paychecks.

Commissioner Scott asked Mr. Harvey if his department could turn in the necessary information to the Clerk’s Finance Department before every paycheck.

Commissioner Scott motioned to ask the department heads affected to submit to the Clerk’s Office who was driving a vehicle, when they drove the vehicles, and to have the costs deducted from each paycheck.  Also included would be for Mr. Harvey and Mr. Henderson to work together to settle the issue.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was public comments.

Mr. George Fuller approached the podium and discussed road right-of-way according to County Ordinances.  He stated that the Board had the ability to enforce rights-of-way and they were not for private use.  Mr. Fuller stated that some people had erected fences some ten feet into the right-of-way, which was clearly County property and not for private use.  He further stated that the people had been compensated for the use of the right-of-way and should be forced back to their true property line.

Commissioner Udell was not aware of allowing someone on CR 136 to retain her fence on the right-of-way, although he did say that the fence looked nice.  He further stated that the County had delayed action since the road was not County-maintained at this time.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that several issues were pending, including the prison site and work on Butterfield Acres.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, was not present.

Mr. Dean Ray stated that if FEMA found that the County destroyed a road that had been paid for by FEMA, the County would be taken to court.

Mr. John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, discussed grant activities, lack of Y2K problems, additional State appropriations for library funding, book sales, the Branford Library, and workshops his staff is attending.

Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Mr. W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, was not present.

Mr. Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, was not present.

Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Director, was not present.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.

Commissioner Udell motioned to pay invoice numbers No. 2000-138 through 2000-155, for a total of $1,535,884.45.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED 01-04-00
FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
540,968.21

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
455,090.29

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
7,172.59

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
15,868.87

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
10.11

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
16.15

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
17,784.46

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
3,105.97

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
10.49

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
241,238.84

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
55,720.64

172
RECREATION FUND
$
10,261.70

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
4,458.00

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
50,764.44

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
50,357.23

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
83,056.46


BATCHES 2000-138 - 2000-155




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,535,884.45

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  There was none.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Taylor seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 2:49 p.m.

___________________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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