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December 15, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m., and called for the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There was one additional agenda item:


1)
A geographical survey to be done to conduct a sinkhole/subsurface instability assessment of the soil between the County Offices Building and the Permitting Building to determine the feasibility of constructing a two-story building on that site.

Chairman Scott called for further additional items.  There were none.

Commissioner Udell then motioned to add these aforementioned items to the agenda under item number 22, Additional Agenda Items.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

County Attorney Hal Airth asked that items 5 and 14 be stricken from the agenda.

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of meetings held on November 3, 6, and 17, 1998.  Commissioner Odom motioned for approval.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was a presentation by Mayor A. P. “Buddy” Nott, Vice Chairman of Tourist Development Council, of a plaque to Dean Papapetrou honoring him upon his resignation from the Tourist Development Council.  Dick Calvitt, new chairman of the Tourist Development Council, did in fact present the plaque to Mr. Papapetrou.

Dick Calvitt read a short speech and then presented Mr. Papapetrou with the plaque.  Mr. Papapetrou read a short speech thanking everyone for their support and experience he had received.

The fourth item on the agenda was a complaint by Iris Eastwood regarding incorrect placement of a culvert that is directing water onto her property in District 4.

Ms. Eastwood came to the podium and displayed several photographs that showed her property.  Ms. Eastwood stated that Ray Brown, Public Works Director, had come to the location and stated that nothing could be done to rectify the problem.  Ms. Eastwood further described her problems and asked that something be done.  Ms. Eastwood suggested one or two ways in which the water problem could be rectified.

Commissioner Odom asked if this drainage occurred only once.  Ms. Eastwood stated that since she moved to the property two years ago there had been a drainage problem.  Ms. Eastwood discussed her problems further.

Commissioner Udell stated that he personally went to Ms. Eastwood’s property and found that a culvert did exist on the property.  Commissioner Udell believed that if the culvert were taken out, the problem would be greatly decreased, but not totally negated.  Commissioner Udell asked for another look to be taken at the situation.  Mr. Brown stated that the problem was that there were several lower-lying homes that would be affected if the water were drained off Ms. Eastwood’s property.  Mr. Brown stated that he would need to go to the Suwannee River Water Management to obtain a permit to change the size of a nearby pond.  Commissioner Udell stated that something could and should be done to rectify minor rain drainage.  It was the consensus of the Board to attempt to rectify the problem.

The fifth item on the agenda was a discussion by Teresa Alcorn Whittington and Dale and Pattie Crain about drainage of water from roads and yards in Suwannee Breeze Subdivision in District 3.  This item was stricken from the agenda.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request by Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, and Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, for approval of a job description for a Safety/Training Specialist position.

Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, came to the podium.  Mr. McDonald described the proposed position in detail.  Mr. McDonald stated that the main reason for this position was to allow one of the trained paramedics and the primary trainer for EMS, Lieutenant Elizabeth Cranford, to continue working for EMS despite a degenerative physical condition.  As Safety/Training Specialist, a position which EMS needs in any event, she would be able to perform her duties without the physical exertion required by her present position.

Commissioner Odom stated that he would not like to lose the services of Ms. Cranford.  There was further discussion about the loss of such a valuable employee and the proposed solution to the problem.

Commissioner Udell did not feel that Mr. McDonald was creating a new position, only pointing out several areas that needed to be reviewed.  There was further discussion about the amount of funds in the budget to establish this position.

Commissioner Udell motioned that the position be established for Lt. Cranford.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was to consider a resolution adopting Budget Amendment 99-02 to amend the 1998-1999 Fine and Forfeiture Budget.  Luanne Mixon, Interim Budget Officer, came to the podium and described the proposed resolution.  The amendment would increase the Fine and Forfeiture Budget from $5,921,509.00, to $5,955,995.00 using the balance forward from Fiscal Year 1998 of $34,386.00.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the resolution.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-22)

Chairman Scott called a short break at 6:38 p.m.

December 15, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

6:41 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request by Greg Scott, Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Department Director, to waive the bid process for construction of the concession/restroom area at the Sports Complex.  Mr. Scott came to the podium and asked that the bid process be waived in order to have the proposed site ready for the spring recreational season.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was someone already selected to build the project.  Mr. Scott stated that there was no one in mind, but local quotes would be accepted and the best chosen by the Recreation Board.

Commissioner Odom asked Mr. Airth, County Attorney, if the proposal was legal.  Mr. Airth was not sure but asked that the building project be advertised.  Commissioner Udell asked that Mr. Airth look into the legalities of the bid waiver request.  Mr. Airth suggested tabling the issue until December 22, 1998.  Commissioner Udell motioned to table the issue until December 22, 1998.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

At 6:50 p.m., Chairman Scott called a ten-minute recess to meet back in the main courtroom on the second floor of the Suwannee County Courthouse at 7:00 p.m., for a scheduled public hearing.

December 15, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

7:00 p.m.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order in the main courtroom of the Suwannee County Courthouse.

The ninth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing concerning the application on a proposed site plan for Suwannee American Cement Company, Inc. to build and operate a cement plant near Branford.  This item was advertised to be discussed at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as may be possible.

Bill Ogle, an attorney representing a group of citizens, came to the podium and asked for a continuance in the matter.  Mr. Ken Ortel, representing Suwannee American Cement Company, Inc., asked that a continuance be opposed.  Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk, read the first fifty names of persons scheduled to speak at the public hearing.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney, then swore in the first fifty people on the list.

1)
John Simmons.

2)
Chuck Ahorens

3)
Dr. Lee Cooper.

4)
Jerry Martin

5) Robert Tyler

6)
Barbara Denahan

7)
David Wilkomn

8)
Ben Willis

9)
John Dame

10)
Frank R. Ashodian

11)
Virginia Seacrist

12)
George Papadi.

13)
William Ogle

14)
Tammy McWilliams

15)
Darlene Martin 

16)
Richard Mellette

17) Tim Alcorn

18)
Dorothy DeLaney

19)
Michael DeLaney

20) Leon Hatch

21)
George Foley

22)
Joe Cannon

23)
Robert Esser

24)
Tony Cacace

25)
William Sorrells

26)
Suzie Sorrells

27)
Fred Schiller

28)
Phil Bucher

29)
Svenn Lindskold 

30)
Dick Williams 

31)
Danny Conger

32)
Jim Melton

33)
Jenee DeLaney 

34)
Bonita Nicolodi

35)
Floyd Messer

36)
Blaine Miller

37)
Daniel Kent

38)
Lloyd Baldwin

39)
Don Wainwright

40)
Chuck Hatch

41)
Pat Stillwell

42)
Randy Hatch

43)
Harriet Humphries

44)
Thomas Greenhalgh

45)
Glenn Sapp 

46)
Tommy Hightower

47)
Linda Young

48)
Jerry Fletcher

49)
Jack Byrd

50) George Fuller

Robinette Robinson, Suwannee County Zoning Director, came to the podium and described the proposal in detail, stating that the purpose of this hearing was to review and receive comment on the site and development plan.  Ms. Robinson stated that there were several stipulations that would need to be considered if the site plan was approved.  She then submitted a handout containing these stipulations.  (See handout)

Chairman Scott asked for questions.  There was one question pertaining to the prevention of mosquito breeding.  Thomas Greenhalgh came to the podium to ask Ms. Robinson if hazardous waste could be used for fuel.  Ms. Robinson stated that she could not answer that question.

Mr. Ken Ortel came to the podium to deliver a presentation, which he delegated to Frank Darabi, Consulting Engineer from Gainesville, Florida.  Mr. Darabi addressed the application in great detail.

Mr. Ortel asked Mr. Darabi about the process of cement making.  Mr. Darabi stated that cement plants are dry plants, which leave no fluid waste that could easily contaminate the surrounding environment.  Mr. Ortel asked for the economic impact of the plant.  Mr. Darabi stated that the plant would employ some eighty people.  There was further discussion about the environmental impact, tax revenue, number of permits required, hazardous emissions, and other concerns.  Mr. Darabi described the waste emissions in detail, stating that the plant would emit far less than comparable plants around the area.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Mr. Darabi stated that a cement plant was one of the few industries that did not impact ground water in the area.

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 7:47 p.m.

Chairman Scott called for questions.  There were numerous questions; most related to environmental concerns.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Darabi if the averages discussed were per year or per day.  Mr. Darabi stated that the averages were per year.  Commissioner Udell asked about the water use of the plant.  There was some discussion about the amount of water used in a single flush of a toilet, and then much further discussion about pollutants.

Commissioner Baker left the meeting at 8:09 p.m.

Mr. Ortel called upon Mr. Harry Burns, Jr., professional traffic engineer, to the podium to address the Board.  Mr. Burns described the impact of a cement plant upon local traffic and roads, especially upon U.S. Highway 27.

Commissioner Baker returned to the meting at 8:11 p.m.

Mr. Burns stated that the impact of trucking upon U.S. Highway 27 would be within acceptable Florida Department of Transportation standards.

There were several questions asked about traffic flow and impact to the county.  Mr. Burns stated speed limits would be lowered to accommodate trucks entering the highway.  There was also discussion about the hours in which trucks would be entering and exiting the cement plant, highways used, and increases in fatalities at various intersections throughout the county.  There was also discussion about weight limits on county roads.

 Mr. Ortel called David Depeau, whose expertise was in planning, to the podium.  Mr. Depeau stated that he had looked into the application by Anderson Mining Corporation and Suwannee American Cement Company.  He determined that the proposed uses did comply with the land use procedures of Suwannee County and the State of Florida.

Chairman Scott asked for questions.  Again, there were several.  Mr. Ogle asked Mr. Depeau if there were provisions for cement plants or other resource-based operations in the A-1 zoning and land use designation.

Commissioner Odom left the meeting at 8:38 p.m.

There was further discussion about the classifications of a cement plant.

Commissioner Odom returned to the meeting at 8:40 p.m.

There were questions about Mr. Depeau’s legal standing as an expert witness.  Mr. Depeau stated that he has been classified an expert witness and has testified as such in other meetings.

Chairman Scott left the meeting at 8:43 p.m.

There was discussion about water-bottling plants and resource-based projects and land use permits.

Mr. Ortel returned to the podium and stated that he had completed his presentation on behalf of the applicants.  Mr. Ortel asked that those wishing to do so ask questions.

Chairman Scott returned to the meeting at 8:45 p.m.

Commissioner Udell asked the names of the two lawyers, Mr. Ogle and Mr. Ortel.

There were several questions about air emissions directed toward Steve Cullen.  There were also questions about “bag houses” associated with the proposed cement plant and monitoring devices used in conjunction with them.  Mr. Cullen stated that 90% of mercury would be trapped before entering the atmosphere.  There were also questions about climatalogy studies and if any had been performed.  Mr. Cullen described the studies done about wind factors and how they would affect the emissions of the plant.  There was also a question about odors.  Mr. Cullen stated that there would be no odor associated with the operation of the cement plant.  Also asked were questions about particle emission impact upon the human body.

John Cougler came to the podium to describe the discharge of mercury by the proposed cement plant.  Mr. Cougler stated that studies showed that after seventy years of maximum use by the cement plant, the level of mercury deposited would be 67 times less than current Florida regulations.

There were questions about areas of significant impact upon the county.  Mr. Cougler stated that the area of significant impact would be a five-kilometer radius of impact.  There was also discussion about background mercury in the county and of an advisory already in force in Suwannee County about eating certain fish caught from local rivers.  Mr. Cougler stated that mercury emissions would not significantly impact the county.

Commissioner Baker asked if fossil fuels burned cleaner at higher temperatures.  Mr. Cullen stated that it was true.

There were further questions about the level of mercury.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 9:19 p.m.

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 9:21 p.m.

There were also questions about how strict American regulations were in comparison to other countries.  Mr. Cougler stated that United States regulations were among the most stringent in the world.

There were further questions about the cement plant owners following the rules and regulations of the United States and the consequences of not following the rules and regulations. 

Chairman Scott opened the public hearing, calling the names of speakers in the order signed on the sign-up list.

Chairman Scott called a five-minute break at 9:32 p.m.

December 15, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

9:52 p.m.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


Mr. Ogle called forth several expert witnesses to express their professional opinion.  One, George Papadi, had not been sworn in.  Mr. Airth swore him in.  Mr. Papadi worked for the University of Florida as a research biologist and has a Bachelor’s degree in geology and a Master’s degree in biology.  Mr. Papadi stated that there were several toxic pollutants that would be emitted by the proposed cement plant and described the effects of these toxins to the human body, siting several different research reports.


Mr. Ogle asked Mr. Papadi if he was familiar with the Suwannee County Comprehensive Plan or Land Development Regulations.  Mr. Papadi stated that he was not.  Mr. Ogle asked Mr. Papadi about the reports.  There was further discussion about the plants described in the reports and the accuracy of the reports.


Commissioner Baker asked for clarification on nanograms and micrograms.  Mr. Papadi described the effects of small particles of certain toxic pollutants particularly dioxin and mercury.


Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Papadi if he implied that the cement plant would not meet standards of Florida and of the United States.  Mr. Papadi stated that the plant met present regulations but might not in the future.  Commissioner Udell also asked Mr. Papadi if he drove a car to the meeting.  Mr. Papadi stated that he had, and it burned virtually every toxin discussed at the meeting.  There was further discussion about the toxins emitted by the proposed cement plant and their consequences.


Jenee DeLaney asked Mr. Papadi about the emissions of Gainesville (where Mr. Papadi resides) and the proposed emissions of the cement plants as well as health risks.


The Board was asked if these questions and concerns should be discussed before the DEP instead of the Suwannee County Board of Commissioners.

Mr. Ogle called Barbara Denahan, whose expertise is in hydrology, to ask of her several questions concerning the affects to the Suwannee, Itchetucknee, and Santa Fe Rivers.  Ms. Denahan stated that in her professional opinion, the cement plant would affect all three rivers.

Mr. Ortel asked if she was an air quality expert.  She advised she was not.

There was further discussion about water drainage and the amount of time it would take for water to drain into any of the rivers.

Mr. Ogle called upon Thomas Henry Greenhalgh, who worked for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and whose expertise was in geology.

Mr. Greenhalgh stated he was appearing as a private concerned citizen and property owner and was not representing DEP.  He was asked the length of time toxins and metals could move through soil.  Mr. Greenhalgh stated that velocity was determined by several factors, but certain toxins could travel rapidly through soil.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 10:29 p.m.

Floyd Messer returned to the podium and asked if farming caused the nitrates in the soil of Suwannee County.  Mr. Greenhalgh stated that agricultural processes, primarily fertilizers, in his personal opinion caused most nitrates in the soil.

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 10:33 p.m.

Mr. Greenhalgh was asked if in his personal opinion he was against the plant.  Mr. Greenhalgh stated that he was against the plant.  There was further discussion.  Don Wainwright asked if there would be more stringent regulating and scrutiny by DEP since Mr. Greenhalgh was opposed to the plant.  Mr. Greenhalgh advised he was a researcher with DEP but did not participate in regulatory functions, and was not presently speaking for DEP. There was further discussion about water drainage and the consequences of present industrial operations.

Commissioner Odom left the meeting at 10:43 p.m.

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Greenhalgh about the nitrates and the lifetime of certain toxins and the long-term effects of these toxins.  Further explanation was given.

Commissioner Odom returned to the meeting at 10:45 p.m.

Commissioner Udell stated that the only question to be considered at this meeting was to determine if such a cement plant could be built in an A-1 category and consider the site plan.

Jack Burns came to the podium, a county commissioner from Lafayette County.  Mr. Burns stated that the largest collection of nitrates in Lafayette County was twenty miles from any farms and DEP could not explain why.

There was some discussion about the legalities of continuing a meeting through the night into the next day.

Mr. Ogle stated that the issue was if the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners would grant a site plan on A-1 zoning for the cement plant.  Mr. Ogle stated that the correct response would be to rezone the area into industrial use and file permits following that path.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Depeau, an agent representing the Suwannee American Cement Company, to clarify the zoning of the property as A-1 and the issue of the classification as a resource-based facility.  Mr. Depeau stated that the Board had the ability to change the Comprehensive Plan and the Land Development Regulations.

Chairman Scott left the meeting at 10:58 p.m.

There were questions from Darlene Martin about the amount of outside material transported into the proposed plant for its operation.

Commissioner Odom as vice-chairman closed discussion and opened the floor to public comments.

Chairman Scott returned to the meeting at 11:00 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the first speaker from the list.

The first speaker was John Simmons.  He suggested that there be independent monitoring of the cement plant and good citizenship.

Chuck Ahorens, second speaker on the list, did not remain to speak.

The third speaker was Dr. Lee Cooper.  She asked if the eighty employees of the proposed plant would come from Suwannee County.  Dr. Cooper also asked about corporate responsibility and if this corporation would receive tax breaks to locate in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Udell stated that in 1994 the citizens of Suwannee County voted to bring more industry into the county by giving certain tax exemptions.

Commissioner Baker stated that five commissioners were elected so that no one commissioner can have control and five opinions can be voiced.  

The fourth speaker, Jerry Martin, did not stay to speak at the meeting.

The fifth speaker was Robert Tyler, who lived directly across the proposed site of the cement plant.  He expressed concern with increased noise, traffic, and pollution associated with the proposed cement plant.

The sixth speaker was Barbara Denahan.  She did not remain to speak at the meeting.

The seventh speaker was David Wilkomn.  He lived in Gainesville but was interested in retiring soon to the Three Rivers area.  He discussed concern about the lack of time and notice for preparation by the opponents of the cement plant and suggested tabling the issue until further studies are done and opponents can have the same opportunity to prepare.  He also expressed concern about the lack of stringent emission standards.

The eighth speaker was Ben Willis.  He expressed concern about placing a concrete plant on A-1 zoning but was 100% for the cement plant.

The ninth speaker was John Dame.  He expressed pride in the present state of the Three Rivers area and did not want it altered by industry.

The tenth speaker was Frank R. Ashodian.  He asked what the Board had been speaking about for the past four months and with whom regarding this application.  He also read two articles that expressed concern about Columbia Anderson Company violating regulations ignoring warnings, and being bad neighbors.

Commissioner Baker responded to Mr. Ashodian’s question and stated that he as a Commissioner first heard of the intent of the cement plant to apply in Suwannee County about four months ago and he had been gathering information but had no continuing conversations with the companies representatives.  

The eleventh speaker was Virginia Seacrist.  She stated that she was horrified upon hearing about the proposed cement plant.  Ms. Seacrist stated that within only three hours she had received several pages of signatures against the cement plant.  She pointed out that the proposed location affects more than just Suwannee County residents and property.

The twelfth speaker was George Papadi.  He had already spoken.

The thirteenth speaker was William Ogle.  He had already spoken.

The fourteenth speaker was Tammy McWilliams.  She was concerned about various negative affects of a cement plant in her area.  She asked the Board to vote against the cement plant.

The fifteenth speaker was Darlene Martin.  She read a St. Petersburg Times Newspaper article describing bribing of commissioners in a Hillsborough County by the Anderson Columbia Company.  She read about various convictions of Anderson and others for racketeering, fraud, and extortion. 

The sixteenth speaker was Richard Mellette.  He was not present.

The seventeenth speaker was Tim Alcorn, chairman of the Suwannee County Developmental Authority.  He presented a letter from the Authority that supported the cement plant.

The eighteenth speaker was Dorothy DeLaney.  She stated she was a registered nurse and expressed health concerns caused by the proposed cement plant.  She talked about particular matter and its ill effects and the ineffectiveness of EPA standards.

The nineteenth speaker was Michael DeLaney.  He expressed concern about the increased traffic problems associated with the proposed cement plant.

The twentieth speaker was Randy Hatch.  He also spoke on behalf of Chuck Hatch and Leon Hatch.  Together, the three own some 750 acres adjacent to the site of the proposed cement plant and all three were 100% in favor of the cement plant.  He stated that this plant will be clean because of its new technology.

The twenty-first speaker was George Foley.  Mr. Foley asked if the Board contained any biologists, chemist, or geologists. Mr. Foley suggested tabling the issue until further information was obtained.

The twenty-second speaker was Joe Cannon.  Mr. Cannon is the president of the Branford Town Council.  Mr. Cannon stated he found in his work as councilman that if a company can receive permits from DEP and Water Management, it would be a clean operation.  Mr. Cannon read Resolution No. 98-4 of the Branford Town Council, which supported the cement plant and requested the Suwannee County Commission to approve the application.

The twenty-third speaker was Robert Esser.  He was not present.

The twenty-fourth speaker was Tony Cacace.  He was not present.

The twenty-fifth speaker was William Sorrells.  He was not present.

The twenty-sixth speaker was Suzie Sorrells.  She was not present.

The twenty-seventh speaker was Fred Schiller.  He was not present.

The twenty-eighth speaker was Phil Bucher.  He was concerned that the cement plant would add additional pollution to the county.  He requested the Board vote no.

The twenty-ninth speaker was Svenn Lindskold.  He presented several handouts to which he referred during his allotted time and stated that he represented Save Our Suwannee (SOS).  He expressed concern about the increased pollutants of a proposed cement plant.  He pointed out the plant will add to pollution which is already being addressed and millions of dollars are being spent in an attempt to reduce what is already there.  He stated that adding more nitrates and other pollutants to the formula is certainly not the answer to correcting an already existent problem.  He and Save Our Suwannee (SOS) opposed the cement plant.  

Chairman Scott called a five-minute break at 12:03 a.m.
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12:12 a.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.  Commissioner Udell was not present.

The thirtieth speaker was Dick Williams.  He represented Suwannee-St. Johns group of the Sierra Club, which was against the construction of a cement plant.  Mr. Williams stated that giving jobs to cement plant works would detract from environmental tourism and will no doubt damage the environment.  He pointed out that it would at best be a job swap because of the losses in the tourism and recreation industry. 

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 12:34 a.m.

The thirty-first speaker was Danny Conger.  He was not present.

The thirty-second speaker was Jim Melton.  He was not present.

The thirty-third speaker was Jenee DeLaney.  She stated that she had prepared comments that she would not use them.  She stated that she lives near the proposed site of the cement plant and the plant would not cause the amount of pollution that some would have the Board to believe.  She felt that the pollution, however small the amount, would be dispersed throughout the county.  She pointed out there will be a cement plant somewhere.  If located elsewhere, the County would likely receive the pollution as little as it may be, but without the economic benefits the plant may provide.  She suspects that the plant will likely be monitored by many agencies to the maximum possible.  She stated that she resented people protesting pollution from such businesses as the cement plant and then taking a cigarette break. 

The thirty-fourth speaker was Bonita Nicolodi.  She stated that she had moved from Mulberry, Florida, the “Phosphate Capital of the World.”  She was concerned about traffic problems, especially around County Road 49 and U.S. Highway 27.  She pointed out there are already numerous accidents at this intersection.  She opposed the cement plant.

The thirty-fifth speaker was Floyd Messer.  He stated that the intention of the agenda item was not to address the pollution of the cement plant, merely how the citizens of Suwannee County feel about the plant and what is good for the people of Suwannee County.  He stated that one million dollars would help the county and the youth of the county.  Mr. Messer stated that the Board should immediately to accept the site plan proposal if it met all legal standards, not to actually approve the building of the cement plant but, the site plan and the use of the land if it is proper.

The thirty-sixth speaker was Blaine Miller.  He was not present.

The thirty-seventh speaker was Daniel Kent.  He was not present.

The thirty-eighth speaker was Lloyd Baldwin.  He was not present.

The thirty-ninth speaker was Don Wainwright.  He expressed appreciation to Columbia Anderson Company for helping Suwannee County during the floods of early 1998.  He said that state and federal regulations would keep the cement plant in accordance with environmental standards.  Mr. Wainwright thanked Columbia Anderson Company for wanting to put business into Suwannee County.

The fortieth speaker was Chuck Hatch.  He had already given his allotted time to Randy Hatch.

The forty-first speaker was Pat Stillwell.  He did not want the cement plant to be built in Suwannee County and described why he had moved to Suwannee County.

The forty-second speaker was Leon Hatch.  He had already allotted his time to Randy Hatch.

The forty-third speaker was Harriet Humphries.  She expressed concern with health problems involved with a cement plant.  There was some discussion about Commissioner Udell’s research and conversations with Columbia Anderson Company.

The forty-fourth speaker was Thomas Greenhalgh.  Mr. Greenhalgh stated that he was disappointed by the Branford Town Council’s debates concerning the cement plant issue.  Mr. Greenhalgh asked about the number and type of positions that would be created by the cement plant.  Mr. Greenhalgh submitted his findings about the impact of the cement plant to the Chairman.  He stated he would no longer consider moving to live on the property he owns in the area.

The forty-fifth speaker was Glenn Sapp.  He was not present. 

The forty-sixth speaker was Tommy Hightower.  He was not present.

The forty-seventh speaker was Linda Young.  She submitted copies of Santa Rosa County newspapers that described Columbia Anderson Company’s legal problems and spoke about problems of which she knew.  She asked that the Board call their counterparts in Santa Rosa and Escambia Counties concerning dealing with Columbia Anderson.

The forty-eighth speaker was Jerry Fletcher.  He came on behalf of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance and stated that the cement plant proposal had their full support.  Mr. Fletcher had several handouts that he gave to the Board.  Mr. Fletcher stated that Suwannee County needed the extra jobs.  He stated that the only item to be decided upon at the time was to consider a site plan of the cement plant.

The forty-nineth speaker was Jack Byrd.  He felt that a cement plant would help not only Suwannee County, but also Lafayette and Gilchrist Counties.  He stated that if Suwannee County would not accept the plant, Lafayette County would.

The fiftieth speaker was George Fuller.  He was not present.

The fifty-first speaker was Clarence McNamee.  Mr. Airth swore him in.  He stated that his family enjoyed the rural atmosphere and would not agree with a chemical plant or other manufacturing businesses.  He stated that the County could use more jobs, but not of manufacturing type.

The fifty-second speaker was Ronald Hartley.  He was not present.

The fifty-third speaker was Carl Wainwright.  Mr. Airth swore in Mr. Wainwright.  He expressed concern about the lack of jobs available in Suwannee County.  He stated that it was not the County’s responsibility to maintain state roads and say who could and could not use them.  Mr. Wainwright stated that those opposing the cement plant were as a result not supporting future opportunities of the young people of the county and that Columbia Anderson Company would support environmental protection.

Chairman Scott asked if there were further people who wished to speak.  There were none.  Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Baker had several concerns about a possible cement plant.  He also suggested independent monitoring of the cement plant operation, of which the Board would be kept up-to-date.

Commissioner Udell asked if Frank Darabi would take any part in the day-to-day operations of the plant.  Mr. Ortel stated that Mr. Darabi was well qualified to take part in the day-to-day operations.  Mr. Darabi stated that he would have nothing to do with companies that did not abide by the laws and regulations, but was confident that the proposed cement plant would meet or exceed all standards and laws.  Mr. Darabi indicated it was his hope and intent to be involved in the management of this plant.

Commissioner Baker asked if Mr. Darabi had any problems with the County using DEP regulations and violation of such could result in termination of the plant.

Mr. Darabi stated that it could not be discussed during this meeting but there were means available to have the Company abide by the regulations.

Commissioner Odom moved for approval with the added stipulations, including those mentioned by Commissioner Baker.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion to approve a site plan for the cement plant.  After further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-16)

Chairman Scott announced the meeting would resume in the Commissioners’ Room after a break.

Chairman Scott called a fifteen-minute break at 1:32 a.m.

December 15, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

1:50 a.m.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order in the Commissioners’ Room.

The tenth item on the agenda was to consider approving the advertising of the Suwannee County Full Cost Disclosure Report for Solid Waste Management Services for Fiscal Year 1998.  Mr. Henderson described the advertisement.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval, and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a discussion by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, on the following matters:

a) Approval to extend the bid with Jenkins Painting Company to continue striping of county roads.

b) Discuss problems with wetlands on property owned by Aubrey Fowler.

c) Discuss a proposed Vehicle Usage Policy.

d) Request approval to piggyback on a bid by the Live Oak City Council to purchase a garbage truck.

It was agreed that they would be discussed at the next meeting.

The twelfth item on the agenda was to consider approval of a consulting agreement for fiscal advice and planning between Powell & Jones, Certified Public Accountants, and the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners.

Commissioner Odom motioned for approval.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to discuss a proposed settlement in the case of Suwannee County versus Larry Jelks.  Mr. Airth described the case in some detail.  Settlement in the amount of $10,000 would be given to Three Rivers Legal Services and Larry Jelks, to be spilt as they saw fit.  There was some discussion about finding the funding to pay this settlement which was not a budgeted item.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the $10,000 to Larry Jelks and Three Rivers Legal Services.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to discuss a proposed insurance settlement of the Sheriff’s Department Criminal Division building.  This item was tabled to a later Board meeting.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to consider approval to advertise for Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for a certified Florida surveyor to review subdivision plats.  Mr. Airth discussed the legalities of surveying county land.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve advertising to retain a surveyor to review subdivision plats.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to consider approval to purchase property located on U.S. 129 South from Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Chairman Scott stated that there had not been a vote to actually buy the property and therefore a motion was needed to make the purchase legal.

Commissioner Odom motioned to buy the aforementioned property.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to consider advertising to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 89-13, as amended, to exclude solid waste assessments on airport hangars without living quarters.

Commissioner Udell motioned to advertise the public hearing.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eigteenth item on the agenda was to consider appointment of a representative to participate in the review process to determine whether natural resource lands titled to the Internal Improvement Trust Fund were being managed for the purposes for which they were acquired and in accordance with approved land management plans.  Barry Long was suggested to serve on the commission to make sure the Internal Improvement Trust Fund was in accordance with approved land management plans.

Commissioner Udell motioned to appoint Barry Long to the commission, and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to consider reappointment of Russ Davis (District 2) and appointment of Jack L. Gaylord (District 4) replacing Robert E. Lee whose term expired on November 16, 1998 on the Construction Industry Licensing Board.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the appointment and reappointment.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider reappointment of Jeffrey Ann Baisden and Sam Carter to the Suwannee County Museum Association.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval, and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion to reappoint the aforementioned two carried unanimously.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was to consider reappointment of Morris Driggers and appointment of Maurice Perkins to replace Garnet Dasher whose term will expire on December 31, 1998, on the Code Enforcement Board.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval, and Commissioner Taylor seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There was one.

1) A geographical survey to be done to conduct a sinkhole/subsurface instability assessment of the soil between the County Offices Building and the Permitting Building to determine the feasibility of constructing a two-story building on that site.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval, and after further discussion Commissioner Taylor seconded.  The motion carried, with Commissioner Baker in opposition.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve $575.00 for a survey of the aforementioned area.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried, with Commissioner Baker opposed.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was public comments.  There were none.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Robinette C. Robinson, Interim County Coordinator, had nothing to report.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, was not present.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present. 

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported on a proposal to spend $5,000.00 to clear up ordinances that are on the books so that new ordinances do not conflict with old ordinances.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, had nothing to report.

Alton K. Williams, Jr., Sheriff, was not present.

Greg Scott, Recreation Director was not present.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve batches 99-0111 – 99-0128, for a total of $885,134.66.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 12-15-98






FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
573,705.65

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
-

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
17,797.30

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
-

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
8,812.28

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
-

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
8,475.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
25,474.17

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
188.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
-

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
-

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
900.31

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
163,426.74

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
-

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
40,362.67

172
RECREATION FUND
$
6,720.40

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
11,300.00

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
-

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
-

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
-

351
RENNOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
-

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
-

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
19,764.47

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
8,207.67


BATCHES 99-0055 - 99-0088




GRAND TOTAL
$
885,134.66

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  There was none.

Commissioner Udell motioned to recess the meeting and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed at 2:17 a.m. to reconvene at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 22, 1998.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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