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December 15, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

3:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a special session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m.  The meeting was a special session to interview applicants for the advertised 4-H position and to present a plaque to Mr. Bob Tervola for his years of service.

The first applicant was Patricia Revels.  Ms. Revels came to the podium and described her experience, education, and qualifications.  She is from Sumter County, Florida, and has an agricultural background and education. 

Commissioner Udell had several questions to ask of Ms. Revels.  The first was the exact purpose of the 4-H position.  Ms. Revels gave her answer.  Commissioner Udell stated that from his position, he found that minority students were not involved in 4-H activities and asked Ms. Revels for ways of dealing with this problem.  Ms. Revels stated that a program called Children of the Community was already in place and she found that minorities are an important aspect of the county.

Commissioner Baker asked Ms. Revels’ advice on youth seeking a degree in agriculture.  Ms. Revels stated that youth need to be involved and that there are several fields available for youth seeking agriculture degrees.

Commissioner Odom asked if Ms. Revels was in FFA or was a public speaker.  Ms. Revels replied in the affirmative to both questions.  Commissioner Odom asked if Ms. Revels had grown livestock, which she replied she had.

Commissioner Baker asked Ms. Revels her concerns about nitrates and other harmful bi-products of farming and how she would combat the misuse of land with education.  Ms. Revels stated that curriculum had been developed to educate youth on stewardship of land and also her affiliations with the University of Florida be a resource for information from various scientist and specialist working on these issues.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had read that Ms. Revels was a published author and asked for information.  Ms. Revels stated that she had helped create activities and materials for youth to learn about livestock.

Commissioner Taylor stated that he was interested in all issues concerning the County’s youth and stated that Commissioner Baker had already basically covered the areas about which he had questions.

Chairman Scott thanked and dismissed Ms. Revels and called a short break at 3:15 p.m.
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Live Oak, Florida

3:17 p.m.

The second applicant was Ernie Terry.  Mr. Terry came to the podium and described his education and experience.  He stated that he grew up in Madison, Florida.  Mr. Terry then discussed in detail why he believed he was qualified for the position.  Mr. Terry stated that he had six years of experience at a comparable position in Putnam County, Florida. He then went into some detail as to what he would do if chosen to serve in this position.

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Terry about the changing face of agriculture as he asked Ms. Revels.  Commissioner Baker asked what advice Mr. Terry would give the youth in search of a future in agriculture.  Mr. Terry stated that a specialized degree would help the youth find the job of his choice.

Commissioner Odom asked what kind of farm Mr. Terry grew up on.  Mr. Terry stated that the farms were primarily plant-related but had livestock experience through FFA, 4-H, and his present position in Putnam County.

Commissioner Odom also asked Mr. Terry about the numerous pineland around the county and if there was a program for the youth in this and related areas.  Mr. Terry stated that 4-H was a diverse organization and one of the fastest-developing areas was in natural resources.

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Terry about the nitrate problem in Suwannee and Lafayette Counties and how Mr. Terry would educate both the youth and present farms about the dangers of nitrate and how to combat it.  Mr. Terry stated that nitrates were a problem and there were areas of 4-H that dealt with these problems.  Mr. Terry also stated that the public as a whole would be happy that the youth were being educated on caring for the land.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Terry why he was trying to leave Putnam County.  Mr. Terry expressed his view to be close to his family in Madison County and new professional challenges in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Udell asked if Mr. Terry’s present employers are aware that he his trying to leave Putnam County.  Mr. Terry stated that they were.

Commissioner Taylor asked if Mr. Terry would be willing to move to Suwannee County, which he stated he would.

Commissioner Baker asked about the work ethic of non-agricultural citizens that were now moving into the county.  Commissioner Baker made it clear that he did not mean non-agricultural people were lazy, merely the needs were different.  Mr. Terry asked for clarification, then stated that as with agriculture as a whole, work ethic was changing.  Mr. Terry stated that society was deteriorating as a whole but the job of 4-H was to build up the community and teach responsibility to the youth.  Commissioner Baker felt that raising livestock and other farm-related items built character and responsibility in youth but it was lacking in many youth of today.

There was further discussion amongst the Board and with Mr. Terry about the decline of responsibility in youth.  Commissioner Odom then stated that he will give his full backing for whomever is hired.

Chairman Scott then excused Mr. Terry from the room, and there was some discussion about the applicants.

Chairman Scott asked for those in favor of Ms. Revels being hired.  All Commissioners chose Ms. Revels.  Chairman Scott then asked for those in favor of Mr. Terry.  There were no votes for Mr. Terry.

As a result, the Board chose Ms. Revels for the position of 4-H Coordinator.  The Board requested that Ms. Revels return to the room and then Chairman Scott asked if she would accept the position.  Ms. Revels stated that she would accept the position.

There was discussion about the date that Ms. Revels could begin work.  The end of January was tentatively chosen as a starting date.

There was further discussion, and then Chairman Scott called in Mr. Bob Tervola.

Chairman Scott then thanked Mr. Tervola for his years of service and then presented a plaque to him.

Mr. Tervola delivered a short speech thanking the Board for their support and interest.

There were further comments by the Board about Mr. Tervola’s assistance when needed.

Commissioner Odom motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 4:04 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT

360

