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November 3, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m., and led the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were 3 listed additional agenda items.

1.
Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to request approval of a match fund agreement on FEMA Disaster No. 1249 (Hurricane Georges).

2. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to request approval of LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Commission section of North Central Florida Regional Planning Council) to perform Suwannee County’s Hazardous Materials Site Update.

3. Consider appointment George Fuller to the Transportation Disability Board.

Additionally, there were three requests by the Board to discuss under item number 18, Additional Agenda Items.

1) Request by Commissioner Hillhouse for approval of a plan to correct a curve on Ingram Road.

2) Request by Commissioner Udell to revisit the C&D Landfill.

3) Request by Commissioner Udell to install a telephone in the County Commissioners’ Room.

Chairman Scott called for further additional items.  There were none.  Commissioner Odom then motioned to add these aforementioned items to the agenda under item number 18, Additional Agenda Items.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes from meetings held on October 6, October 8, and October 16, and October 20, 1998.  Commissioner Baker stated that in the last paragraph on page 10 of the minutes, he did not recall mentioning Ms. Lamb’s name and asked that it be reviewed.  After reviewing, Commissioner Baker was correct and the necessary changes were made.  Commissioner Odom motioned to approve the minutes of October 6, October 8, October 16, and October 20, 1998, and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.


The third item on the agenda was a request by Iris Eastwood to discuss a culvert that had been placed incorrectly so that water was being directed into her yard off 97th Drive in District 4.  Mrs. Eastwood’s property retained water and after investigation she discovered that a culvert ran directly into her property.  Repeated attempts to speak with government officials about the problem led nowhere.  FEMA was finally called and they told her to bring her problems up before the County Commissioners.  Mrs. Eastwood had several questions that she brought up before the Board.


Commissioner Udell asked Mrs. Eastwood if the pipe in question had been placed before or after the Eastwoods had bought their property.  Mrs. Eastwood stated that the pipe was in place when they bought the property.  Mr. Eastwood stated that the pipe had probably been there about fifteen years.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated that the pipe was an equalization pipe to equalize water flow between the opposite sides of the road.

Commissioner Udell asked for Mrs. Eastwood’s phone number.  She gave it as (904) 364-3210.

Commissioner Odom asked if Mr. Brown, Public Works Director, had visited the property in question or spoken to her.  Mr. Brown stated that he was not aware of Mrs. Eastwood’s condition until he read it on the agenda, and was sorry that communication had broken down.  Mr. Brown then stated that he would meet with Mrs. Eastwood at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, November 4, 1998, to discuss the situation.


The fourth item on the agenda was a discussion by Mark Burlamachi about the dangerous condition of 192nd and 27th Streets in District 5.  Mr. Burlamachi complained that 192nd Street was too narrow.  His second complaint was that a curve further down 192nd Street is dangerous, and a recent accident led to several injuries.  Mr. Burlamachi’s third complaint was that the intersection of 192nd Street and 27th Street was dangerous because of the surrounding brush, and asked that this brush be cut down.  His next complaint was the potholes on 27th Street and a person who directs traffic into a field while collecting pecans on the road.


Mr. Brown stated that the road was narrow because the County did not own a large amount of right-of-way on that particular road.


There was further discussion about grating the road and the problems with one of the residents disrupting traffic to collect pecans.  Mr. Burlamachi displayed pictures of a recent wreck that showed the conditions of 192nd and 27th Street.  Mr. Brown agreed to look into the issues brought forth by the Mr. Burlamachi. 

The fifth item on the agenda was a request to the University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service to forward an applicant to be interviewed for County Extension Officer.  Commissioner Hillhouse moved to approve the request, and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda a discussion by Frank Darabi on contamination at the Suwannee County landfill.  Mr. Darabi would not be present until after 10:00 a.m., so the item would be addressed at a later time in the meeting.

The seventh item on the agenda was a discussion by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, about limited contamination assessment for the Suwannee County Road Department Maintenance Yard.  Mr. Brown asked that this item be addressed after 10:00 a.m.

The eighth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to Special Permit Request No. SP-98-10-01 by Janet Creel and Jack Berry, as agents for Zinabia Nasser, to be granted a special permit under Section 14.6.1.10 of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations, for intensive agriculture (six chicken houses) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  This item was continued from the October 20, 1998 regular meeting to allow agents to file a correct site plan.  This item had to be discussed at 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, so it would be addressed at a later time in the meeting.

The ninth item on the agenda was to consider recommendation of the Interim Budget Officer for selection of financing pertaining to solicitation for proposals to refinance approximately $5,230,000 in existing debt and provide $400,000 in net proceeds for purchase of an office building to be used as the Sheriff’s Administrative Offices.  Since this item had to be discussed after 10:00 a.m., it would be addressed later in the meeting.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request by Greg Scott, Recreation Director, to approve the purchase of stadium lighting for the new Sports Complex from the sole source provider, Musco Lighting.  The cost for the lighting system was quoted at $146,965.00.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the lighting system for the new Sports Complex.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request by John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, for approval of the Suwannee River Regional Library Annual Plan of Operation for 1998-1999.  Mr. Hales came to the podium and discussed the 1998-1999 Annual Plan of Operation in greater detail.  Items discussed included finances, networking systems, and refurbishing of the Greenville and Jennings Libraries.  At this time, Mr. Hale also clarified to the audience that the Suwannee County Board of Commissioners was the regional authority for libraries in Suwannee, Madison, and Hamilton Counties.  Mr. Hale also discussed security systems, summer and preschool programs, Federal support, revising and updating the Suwannee Regional Library long-range plans, and take into account the impact and cost of new technology.

Mr. Hales asked the Board to approve the 1998-1999 Annual Plan of Operations.

Commissioner Baker moved to approve the 1998-1999 Annual Plan of Operations, and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a discussion by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, about the 105th Road paving project.  Mr. Brown discussed his plans, in conjunction with Weeks-Musgrove Construction, to pave a portion of 105th Road.  The total cost for filling the road, placing an inverted crown, installing catch boxes and drainpipes would cost $18,567.50.  The County does not own enough right-of-way to place ditches.  Weeks-Musgrove Construction had agreed to pay $8,000.00 to pave a portion of the road, leaving the Road Department with approximately $10,000.00 to pay.  Mr. Brown stated that he had the money for the drainage in a line item, and asked that for the Board’s acceptance of the $8,000 from Weeks-Musgrove Construction and approval before work begins.

Commissioner Udell asked if this program would run from 136th Road to the old Main Street (Suwannee Lake Road), a distance of approximately 0.2 miles.  Mr. Brown stated that it would.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve Mr. Brown’s plans, and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  After further discussion, the Board unanimously approved Mr. Brown’s work program.

At 9:50 a.m., Chairman Scott called for a fifteen-minute break.

10:08  a.m.


Chairman Scott brought the meeting back to order and returned to item number 8, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to Special Permit Request No. SP-98-10-01 by Janet Creel and Jack Berry, as agents for Zinabia Nasser, to be granted a special permit under Section 14.6.1.10 of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations, for intensive agriculture (six chicken houses) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  This item was continued from the October 20, 1998 regular meeting to allow agents to file a correct site plan.


Robinette Robinson came forward and discussed the layout of the chicken houses.  Chairman Scott then opened the public hearing.  There were no questions or statements, and Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the revised permit, and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  (See Resolution 99-10)

Chairman Scott then returned to item number 9 on the agenda.  The purpose of this item was to consider recommendation of the Interim Budget Officer for selection of financing pertaining to solicitation for proposals to refinance approximately $5,230,000 in existing debt and provide $400,000 in net proceeds for purchase of an office building to be used as the Sheriff’s Administrative Offices.

Commissioner Hillhouse asked if Richard Powell had any changes or new information to add to refinancing the County’s debt.  Mr. Powell gave to the Board a handout with refinancing proposals by First Union National Bank, NationsBank, SunTrust, and Hanifen, Imoff, Inc.  Mr. Powell then went into great detail discussing the different types of loans and refinancing proposals.  (See accompanying handout)

Commissioner Odom asked why NationsBank did not have a breakage fee, which Mr. Powell said was because NationsBank already held the present loan.

There were other comments and questions by the Board.  Commissioner Baker did not want to extend the terms of a refinancing much beyond the present eight-year loan payment remaining.

Commissioner Hillhouse then stated that by extending the loan payments and saving the money shown on the handout, it might be possible to pay cash for additional projects.

Commissioner Udell agreed with Commissioner Baker in not wanting to extend the terms of the loan payment.

Chairman Scott asked Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, for comments.  Mr. Airth stated that the savings would not be as great for a fifteen year term because the savings shown would only be over the first eight years, which was the length of the present loan.

Chairman Scott stated that the Board should not wait to make a decision on the terms of a loan because the interest rate could increase in the interim and the County would be forced to pay higher interest rates.

There was further discussion by Mr. Airth, Mr. Powell, and the Board on the terms of refinancing.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Powell which option he would pick as an expert accountant.  Mr. Powell stated that the twelve-year or fifteen-year loan payment term would be best for the County.

Major Les Hall, of the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Department, asked why the new fund was listed as $400,000 if Suwannee Valley Electric wanted $440,000 for their building plus an additional $30,000-$50,000 in moving expenses.  Commissioner Hillhouse stated that insurance from the present Criminal Division building would amount to $135,000, and would cover the difference.

Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to take the 12-year loan from SunTrust Bank and the excess in debt service be placed into an undesignated fund.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There was further discussion by the public on constructing a building for the Sheriff’s Department at a cheaper price instead of buying the existing Suwannee Valley Electric building.

Chairman Scott interrupted the discussion by stating that it would be more appropriate to address the comments during public comments.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a discussion by Daniel R. Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, on the following matters:

a) Reimbursement of funds to County Fire Service for Bag Busters.

b) Consider allowing the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department to manage county funding received for their department.

Mr. Sivyer stated that in some automobile accidents around the county, the car’s airbag did not deploy and was a hazard to rescue workers as well as the victims.  The Bag Buster would keep the airbag from injuring rescue workers or victims.  Mr. Sivyer showed a 15-second clip of a delayed-deploy airbag that injured several rescue workers.  Mr. Sivyer asked that the County Fire Service be reimbursed for the Bag Busters, which cost $535.00 each for a total of $3,210.00 for all six purchased.

There was some discussion on the price of the Bag Busters and where the money was being used.  Mr. Sivyer stated that the money was coming from reserves created by household fees.

Commissioner Hillhouse clarified that Mr. Sivyer was using fire-assessment funds for an item that was not fire-related, and that Mr. Sivyer was asking for reimbursement from General Revenue.  Otherwise the County could be held liable for misuse of funds.

There was further discussion on the specifics of the Bag Buster and how often it would be tested.  Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, stated that the Bag Buster was a necessary item that may never be used, but if the situation arises could save lives.

After further discussion on how the Bag Buster worked, Commissioner Udell motioned to look into reimbursing the Fire Department for the Bag Busters and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  Commissioner Odom then stated that the Fire Department should have come to the Board before buying the Bag Busters since they were so expensive.  The motion to look into reimbursing the Fire Department carried, with Commissioner Odom voting against.

The second item discussed by Mr. Sivyer was a request to allow the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department to manage county funding received for their department.  In 1997, the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department was having trouble with their finances, and it was agreed that the County would manage their finances through Mr. Sivyer.  Mr. Sivyer stated that the finances for the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department had improved and wished that the Ranchettes be responsible for their own finances, as did the other Volunteer Fire Departments.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve, and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

At 11:05 a.m., Chairman Scott called a five-minute break.

November 3, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

11:18 a.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The sixth item on the agenda a discussion by Frank Darabi on contamination at the Suwannee County landfill.  Mr. Darabi approached the podium with a detailed map of the Suwannee County landfill showing methane gas problems.  Mr. Darabi asked for approval for Mr. Brown to give the Florida Department of Environmental Protection a work scope for correcting methane gas problems at the landfill.  The County has one year to complete the project.

There was some discussion about cost and the methane gas situation.  Mr. Darabi was highly confident that the money funded would be enough to complete the project.

Commissioner Udell motioned to give the Florida Department of Environmental Protection a work scope for correcting the methane problems.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was a discussion by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, about limited contamination assessment for the Suwannee County Road Department Maintenance Yard.  Mr. Darabi presented the issue for Mr. Brown.

Mr. Darabi showed by map contamination to the Suwannee County Road Department Maintenance Yard as well as what the Florida Department of Environmental Protection requested the Suwannee County Board to address.  The Florida Department of Environmental Protection will pay 75% of cleanup up to $300,000.  Mr. Darabi requested legislative action to increase the funding because the extent of the contamination.  Estimated cost for installing additional wells to meet with Florida Department of Environmental Protection requests was $38,810.00.

There was further discussion on possible funding and the costs thereof.

Commissioner Udell motioned to authorize Mr. Darabi to proceed with his plans to meet the requests of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.  Commissioner Baker seconded, but then Commissioner Hillhouse asked from which fund the required $38,810.00 would come.  He was told that the money would come from general revenue.  There was further discussion on grants and the amount to be budgeted for any grants.  The motion to allow Mr. Darabi to proceed with his plans to meet the requests of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection carried unanimously.

Mr. Darabi continued his discussion on the Suwannee County Landfill and went into detail describing problem areas and what needed to be done to correct them.  The two main contaminates were arsenic and organic substances.  Mr. Darabi did not foresee exceeding the existing budget since the operation was already planned in the budget.  The estimated costs would be $158,000, with $78,000 for well drilling alone.  Mr. Darabi discussed options for reducing the cost, and then asked for authorization to begin work on meeting the requirements.  There was further discussion on using the local National Guard, but the wells required are special and the National Guard would not be able to drill them.

Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to approve the authorization, and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to discuss Executive Salaries line item in the 1998-1999 Protective Inspections Budget.  Robinette Robinson came to the podium and described the issue of pay raise for Mr. Pat Sura, Suwannee County Building Inspector.  Problems arose because the passing of Ed Allen, late Budget Officer, left some questions of a salary increase unanswered.  Ms. Robinson asked that the Board decide if Mr. Sura should receive an additional 5% increase.

There was some discussion by the Board on the nature of the salary increase.  Commissioner Hillhouse stated that the first 5% pay raise requested by Mr. Sura was added to the 1999 Budget but the additional 5% pay raise requested in March was not accepted.  

Commissioner Udell stated that Mr. Sura had taken on additional responsibilities and was deserving of the 5% pay raise he requested.

Commissioner Udell then motioned that Mr. Sura be given the 5% pay increase.

There was further discussion about the salaries of building inspectors of comparable counties, and then Mr. Sura came to the podium to describe in further detail his requests.

Commissioner Udell then restated that he had made a motion to accept Mr. Sura’s request for a 5% pay raise.

There was more discussion on pay raises and additional duties of the Building Inspector.  Ms. Robinson then asked the Board if, based on the evidence presented, Mr. Sura deserved the 5% pay raise he requested.


After further discussion, Commissioner Udell again motioned for the 5% pay raise that Mr. Sura had requested.


Commissioner Baker stated that he had nothing against Mr. Sura, but there had not been enough evidence presented which suggested giving Mr. Sura a pay raise and his pay was comparable to other Building Inspectors.  Commissioner Udell stated that the counties surveyed did not have Building Inspectors as qualified as Mr. Sura.  Mr. Sura further stated that he and his department were more qualified than that of most counties in Florida, excepting the larger counties in south Florida.


Since Commissioner Udell’s motion to approve the 5% pay increase died, he made a new motion to table to the issue until the next meeting of the Board so that further information could be gained.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The Board recessed for lunch at 12:05 p.m., to reconvene at 1:30 p.m.
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Live Oak, Florida

1:34 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.  Commissioner Udell was not present.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to consider approval of a county vehicle usage policy.  Commissioner Hillhouse stated that the County could not change the requirements for use of county vehicles, because the Internal Revenue Service set the policy of which vehicles would be exempt.  The cost to drive county vehicles home would be $130 per year for the employees.  There was some discussion on the time saved by taking county vehicles home.

Commissioner Hillhouse stated that there was no choice but to adopt a county vehicle usage policy because the IRS required it.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, suggested having a workshop to work out the details of a county vehicle usage policy among the affected departments and to allow the employees to chose which option to use.

There was further discussion on the amount of money given to county employees for vehicle usage and the amount taken out for related fees.


Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 1:45 p.m.


There was some discussion on the different means of payment for after-hour call-outs.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to adopt the county vehicle usage policy, and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion carried, with Commissioner Udell voting against because he had not been present during the entire discussion.  Commissioner Udell stated that he would find out what he had missed and then decide accordingly.  Commissioner Hillhouse then suggested a committee of department heads to discuss how to enforce the policy.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to discuss the appointment of an Interim Budget Officer.  Commissioner Hillhouse moved that Luanne Mixon be given the office of interim budget officer until a County Coordinator was chosen. Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  Ms. Mixon accepted the office.

The seventeenth item on the agenda to consider approval of expenditures for Thanksgiving dinner for county employees.  Over $900 were spent for last year’s Thanksgiving dinner.  The County Office was working on a caterer for the dinner, but no decision had been reached at the time.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve $1000 for the 1998 Thanksgiving dinner, and Commissioner Odom seconded.  There was further discussion on what the main course would be.  The motion for the Board to approve $1000 for a Thanksgiving dinner was unanimously approved.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was additional agenda items.

1) Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to request approval of match fund agreement on FEMA Disaster Number 1249 (Hurricane Georges).

2) Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to request approval of LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Commission section of North Central Florida Regional Planning Council) to perform Suwannee County’s Hazardous Materials Site Update.

Mr. McDonald stated that there were two funding agreements in regard to Hurricane Georges that entitled the County to a minimum of 75% reimbursement.  There were two agreements because one, the Emergency Management Declaration 3131, covered the 72-hour response period.  The other, FEMA Declaration 1249, covered damage inflicted after the initial 72-hour response period.  Mr. McDonald asked that the grants be signed and sent to Tallahassee so that they could be approved.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve the match fund agreement for FEMA Disaster Number 1249, and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. McDonald stated that the second item on his list of additional agenda items was a bi-annual event in which the County EMS acts as a pass-through agent from the state of Florida.  Mr. McDonald then went into some detail describing his request.  Commissioner Odom moved to approve the LEPC to perform the Suwannee County Hazardous Materials Site Update, and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.


Mr. McDonald discussed the raising of money to help the victims of a tornado resulting from Hurricane Georges.

3) Consider appointment George Fuller to Transportation Disability Board.

Commissioner Odom motioned to appoint Mr. Fuller to the Transportation Disability Board, and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

4) Straightening out a curve on Ingram Road.

Commissioner Hillhouse stated that Camp Weed had agreed to sell the County a portion of their property to enable a straighter road to be constructed which would alleviate water drainage and possibly grating.


Commissioner Hillhouse moved to accept the property to straighten a portion of Ingram Road.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  There was some discussion as to who of the affected parties had agreed to the adjustment.  All affected parties were in agreement.

5) Commissioner Udell requested a revisiting of the C&D Landfill.

Commissioner Udell stated that there was no longer any space to dump material and requested helping construction companies.


Adam Lundy stated that he was paying $4 a yard to dump construction material at the C&D Landfill.  Mr. Lundy stated that he was using 25 mobile garbage containers because there was a problem with the permit of the C&D Landfill.  The County Landfill cost $50 a ton.  There was some discussion between Mr. Lundy and Mr. Brown on construction debris allowed in the County Landfill and possible alternatives to the County Landfill.


Commissioner Udell urged relief for Lundy’s Construction, and motioned to allow Lundy’s Construction to use the County Landfill for 30 days at a cost of $50 a ton.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Baker asked that Mr. Brown ask the surrounding counties if they had usable landfills.

6) Commissioner Udell requested that a phone be put in the Commissioners’ Room.

Chairman Scott asked that if there were any objections, they be voiced at that time.  Commissioner Udell stated that he needed the phone to keep in touch with his business.   Commissioner Odom stated that it should be used only as an emergency.  It was agreed without a vote that a phone should be placed in the Commissioner’s Room. 

The nineteenth item on the agenda was public comments.  There were none.

The twentieth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Robinette C. Robinson, Interim County Coordinator, had nothing to report.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, had two items to report.  A letter arrived on the morning of November 3, 1998, from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection stating that the County was in compliance with all rules and regulations concerning the County Landfill.

The second item discussed by Mr. Brown was that the County had been given a portion of County Road 136A, but it was in need of serious maintenance which Mr. Brown stated should be the responsibility of the State.  He suggested that the County would be responsible for upkeep and maintenance after the portion of County Road 136A had been formally given to the County.  Chairman Scott wanted a copy of the letter so he could show the state legislators of North Florida.  Mr. Brown wished to write a letter of grievances, which the Board agreed to without a vote.

Mr. Brown also stated that a misunderstanding concerning a lack of a 5% pay increase had led to low morale amongst the Road Department.  Mr. Brown then read a letter he sent to the Board to clarify to his employees why 5% pay raises were not given and that Mr. Brown could not give pay raises because the funds were not present.  He asked that the Board stand beside him when his employees asked why they did not receive a 5% pay raise.  Mr. Brown then related an incident caused by low morale.

Commissioner Udell stated that he was impressed with the work of the Road Department.

There was further discussion on the problems of water drainage on County Road 136A.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was concerned with the lack of pay raises for his employees and morale is low.  Mr. Hales also stated that twice in the past two weeks there were incidents of vandalism at the Suwannee County Regional Library and there was a need for a security system to stop vandalism both outside and inside the library.

Mr. Hales also spoke about the internet connection between the county libraries and that the Branford Library Book Sale would begin on Saturday, November 7.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, had nothing to report.

Alton K. Williams, Jr., Sheriff, stated that the jail-bed rentals averaged 84.2 inmates from Polk County per day for the month of October, resulting in some $92,000 in revenues from that county.  There was an average of 215 inmates total in the jail during the month of October, with some 130 being from Suwannee County.

Greg Scott, Recreation Director, brought forth a packet of surveys from those people which had applied for the position on the Recreation Board for the Suwannee County Commissioners to look over and make their decision.

Mr. Scott also stated that the Recreation Department, through the Rotary Club, applied for a grant to help fund a playground and other improvements to Azalea Park.

Mr. Scott also discussed money the Recreation Department had received since the last regular meeting of October 20, 1998, and active sports programs.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve batches 99-0027 – 99-0054, for a total of $1,667,664.98.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 11-3-98

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
201,216.27

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
-

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
566,256.35

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
78

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
19,206.21

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
8,012.90

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
1,779.89

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
30,546.79

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
1,665.99

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
16,650.91

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
1,628.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
4,125.50

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
92,050.94

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
25,895.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
27,261.76

172
RECREATION FUND
$
7,181.12

174
SPORTS COMPLEX
$
-

175
RECREATION GRANT
$
-

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
24,007.48

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
-

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
-

302
COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION
$
-

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
-

306
INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS
$
-

351
RENNOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
-

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
-

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
8,879.65

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
6,941.38


BATCHES 99-0001 - 99-0026




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,043,384.14






The twenty-second item on the agenda was to consider other business.

Commissioner Udell asked that the person chosen as the new County Coordinator be strong-willed and knowledgeable person, and had a questionnaire prepared.

Commissioner Udell stated that Commissioner Hillhouse would not be present for the County Coordinator interviews although his term as County Commissioner did not end until November 16, 1998.  Commissioner Udell asked if the new appointee to the Board be allowed to sit in on the interviews but not vote.  Chairman Scott stated that it was permissible by law for the appointee to sit in on the interviews but could not vote. 

Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 2:40 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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