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October 20, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

2:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a special session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; Commissioner Barry Baker; and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk.  Absent from the meeting was Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m.  The purpose of the meeting was to speak with the architect firm of Clemons, Rutherford, and Associates, in charge of renovating the Suwannee County Courthouse.

Chairman Scott turned the floor over to Clemons, Rutherford, and Associates.

The first issue discussed was the problem with leaking of the roof.  The architect stated that a metal roof like the original of 1904 would probably replace the present roof.

The second issue discussed was brick masonry.  Clemons, Rutherford, and Associates stated that the leaking roof was the probable cause of leaking between the brick masonry.  The architect stated that the Board has the option of color, style, and thickness, as long as it meets the grant requirements.

The next issue discussed was drainage, and that the major problem was that gutters and the like were either clogged or their joints were broken.

The fourth entrance discussed was the entrance of the Courthouse.  Guardrails or handrails are required for the front entrance.  The portico columns are in need of repair.  A ramp with railings is required in the front of the Courthouse per Florida specifications.

The next issue discussed was the problems with the Courthouse windows.  The present windows do not meet current energy requirements, and allow too much air to escape.  New windows that meet grant specifications in regard to insulation will be installed.

Fire safety was the next issue discussed.  The 1904 building did not allow for fire extinguishers and fire safety.  These will be installed.

The next issue discussed was panels and ceilings.  All ceilings need to be replaced, and plaster is peeling from virtually every room.   Humidity and moisture are also a major concern.  The fireplaces will be returned to their original condition but meeting safety requirements.

Interior signs will need to be placed in English and Braille to show restrooms, meeting places, and other related areas.

The second floor courtroom will need refurbishing.  There were several possible solutions that the architects will work with the Board on concerning specific ceilings.  Disabled access will be required for the jury, the Judge’s bench, the witness stand, and any elevated platform as well as seating in the audience.

The next issue discussed was the total amount budgeted.  Relocation of machinery and electrical equipment are a major cost.  At the present, the 1904 Courthouse contains a two-unit chiller which cannot heat and cool at the same time, while the four-unit chiller located in the old jail can supply heat and cool simultaneously.  There was some discussion concerning heating and looping of water throughout the 1904 building.

Fire protection systems are not necessary according to present requirements, but are recommended.  Several options are available for fire sprinklers without detracting from the historical look of the Courthouse.

There was further discussion about costs involved with renovating the 1904 Courthouse without renovating the 1964 addition, costs associated with chillers, and grants for further renovations.

At 2:52 p.m., Chairman Scott called a ten-minute break.
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3:03 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.  Clemons, Rutherford, and Associates continued their presentation.

The next issue discussed was lighting.  There was some discussion on the different types of lighting and the efficiency of the new lighting system as compared to the old lighting system.

A fire alarm system is required to meet present standards and will be installed during renovations.  The branch circuit wiring needs to be reconditioned or replaced.

Pictures contained within the renovation guide were discussed.  Clemons, Rutheford, and Associates explained what the problems were and how they are to be corrected.

Clemons, Rutherford, and Associates then called for questions.

Chairman Scott asked if the restrooms were to be remodeled for handicap accessibility.  The architect stated that one per sex was required.

Commissioner Udell asked if the balconies to the upstairs courtroom needed to be handicap accessible.  The architect stated that the balconies were not under the requirements because it was not economically feasible to add handicap access to them.

The funding cycle for historical renovation was discussed.  Under the current proposal, $1,035,429 will be required for the 1904 Courthouse and $691,077 for the 1964 addition.  Under the Article V Trust Fund of Florida Statutes, the County will be receiving $100,000 until 2002.  Under current funding, it will take approximately three years of historical grant funding cycles to be able to afford the renovations to the original 1904 Courthouse.  The first money concerned with the renovations should arrive at the end of 1998 or beginning of the 1999 calendar year.

There was some discussion on historical grant preservation on buildings other than the Courthouse.  There was also some discussion on the $150,000 renovations that were currently appropriated for the Courthouse and how the renovations would affect the historical preservation of the building.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
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