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October 6, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

3:10 p.m.

Chairman Scott opened the recess meeting of October 5, 1998, concerning lock and key changes, at 3:10 p.m.

Commissioner Baker stated that a rear-entry lock was faulty and not because of a changing of locks as ordered by Mr. Henderson.

Commissioner Baker stated that a letter sent out on or about April 25, 1998 stated that no maintenance should be carried out on the Courthouse without Board approval.

Mr. Henderson stated that the adding of locks to the Courtroom were not maintenance, but for security.  Mr. Henderson stated that juvenile files and supplies were being stored in the loft because of lack of space.  Mr. Henderson stated that he checked the Fire Codes and as long as a lock could be opened in two moves, it did not violate the Fire Codes.  The doors to the Judges’ Chambers and other areas have not been changed.  Chad Croft, Public Safety for the City of Live Oak, brought a copy of the Life Safety Book that stated the aforementioned.

According to Paul Dial, Maintenance Director, the Life Safety Book states that a bailiff or assigned person by the court can allow people to leave.  The Courtroom does contain the necessary amount of fire escapes even with the doors of the Courtroom locked.

Commissioner Hillhouse stated that the problem was that the Clerk did not come to the Maintenance Department to add the locks.

Commissioner Udell asked who would perform the duties to County Buildings from this date onward.  Mr. Dial stated that it would come to the Board or himself.  Commissioner Udell stated that this did not include small items such as putting in a screw, etc.  Commissioner Udell asked if the departments had complied with the resolution.  Mr. Dial stated that to his knowledge they had.

Commissioner Odom asked if these changes and additions of locks would change the historical preservation of the Courthouse.  Mr. Dial did not believe that these changes would alter the historical preservation.  Commissioner Odom stated that Mr. Rutherford, of Clemons, Rutherford, and Associates, would know if the locks on the Courtroom would be a violation of the Fire Code, and he stated that they had and would also affect the historical preservation of the Courthouse.  Mr. Dial stated that since the Courtroom was being used only for court purposes, it did not violate Fire Codes.

Mr. Henderson stated that the Clerk’s Office sends requests to Mr. Dial and Mr. Dial determines which jobs are for the Maintenance Department and which are for the Clerk’s Office.

Mr. Henderson stated that the locks of his office were within his jurisdiction to change.  Mr. Henderson stated that he did not authorize changes to any other offices.

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Henderson if he was going to pay for the glass door that was broken on or around July 25.  Mr. Henderson stated that he attempted to open the door and had the right to enter his office.  Mr. Henderson stated that he would not pay for the cost to replace the glass to the broken door because of the difficulty involved in opening the door.  Mr. Henderson stated that if he had indeed maliciously damaged the door as the newspaper claimed, it would be his duty to pay for the door.  Mr. Henderson asked Paul Dial if the frame of the door had been bent.  Mr. Dial stated that it had.

Commissioner Udell asked about where the doorknob from the door leading to the Clerk’s Office from the Commissioner’s Room was.  Mr. Henderson stated that he did not know where the knob was.  Commissioner Udell asked Paul Dial if he would fix it.  Mr. Dial said he would.

Chairman Scott read a resolution from old Board minutes given to him by Bobby from the Building Department.  The resolution, which a Commissioner Johnson motioned for approval and was seconded by a Commissioner Chauncey, waved the building permit fee when a house was destroyed by fire with over fifty percent loss.  Chairman Scott asked that it be carried over to storm damages as well.

Murel McDonald asked if waving the permit fee would alter the inspection process.  He was told that it would not.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of waving the building permit fee when a house is destroyed by a storm with greater than a fifty-percent loss, and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

Lamar Jenkins, Property Appraiser, asked the Board if it were in his rights to change the locks of the doors to his building.  The Board stated that it would be within his rights to change the locks.  Mr. Jenkins also asked that if he needed locks changed, who would be in charge of doing so.  The Board stated that it would be up to the individual whether he goes to the Board, Mr. Dial, or takes it upon himself to change the lock.  Chairman Scott suggested that as common courtesy, to give a copy of the master keys to Paul Dial, Maintenance Director. 

Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  At 3:30 p.m., the Board adjourned.
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