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October 5, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

EAR Public Hearing

2:00 p.m.

The Suwannee Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a special public hearing considering adoption of the Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) pertaining to the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  Present were Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Douglas Udell, Commissioner Donald Odom, Commissioner Barry Baker, and Deputy Clerks Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove.

Chairman Scott opened the hearing at 2:03 p.m.

Robinette C. Robinson turned the floor over to Lowell Garrett, senior planner with the North Central Florida Region Planning Council.  Mr. Garrett’s handouts addressed issues that the Department of Community Affairs deemed important.  Mr. Garrett suggested that the Board wait to vote on the changes to the Comprehensive Plan until the next regular meeting on October 20, 1998.  Mr. Garrett spoke of the differences between residential and rural land usage.  The differences between the projected population of unincorporated areas from 1991 and the rates projected from 1998 were not vastly different.  Mr. Garrett stated that an Urban Sprawl Report was done because the state of Florida found the EAR lacking in this area.

 Mr. Garrett discussed a few of the items contained within his report.  He stated that overall the land of Suwannee County could be developed further, and in fact was highly attractive land.  Mr. Garrett also discussed adding another classification that would keep agricultural and residential lands separate divisions.

One concept that Mr. Garret wished to be addressed was to adopt some of the precedents set forth in resolutions passed earlier on this date concerning subdivisions.  Another concept that needed to be addressed concerned the concept of best management practices for agricultural use, including pesticides, drainage, and location.  Mr. Garrett thought that these issues should be looked at before a recommendation is given for the County’s Comprehensive Plan.

Mr. Garrett further stated that areas of subdivision growth in the last twelve years had been concentrated in four major areas.  These were:  west of Live Oak on County Road 136, on County Road 136 West, the community of Dowling Park, and to a lesser extent, around the town of O’Brien.  Mr. Garrett went into some discussion concerning programs used by the County to provide housing and citizen participation.

Mr. Garrett also brought to the attention of the Board the differences between urban industries and residential industries and how the Board should alter the Comprehensive Plan to take these into account.  Mr. Garrett suggested that the Board oversee a business’ location, but not actually assign a location to the business.  There was some discussion amongst the Board concerning which businesses would be classified under which division and circumstances surrounding a new business.

Commissioner Udell asked if the Board of County Commissioners had the last word as to which businesses could set up in the county.  Mr. Garrett stated that the Board was the last word in which businesses would enter the county and where they would set up within the county.  Mr. Garrett referred to the events in western Alachua County concerning Florida Rock Corporation.  After further discussion, Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.

Dean Ray asked if there was a percentage of how much of the flood plain could be used for residential use.  There were no statistics concerning this.

There were no further public comments.  Chairman Scott then closed the public hearing.

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.

The Board adjourned at 2:33 p.m.
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