Book 25, Page 82
September 21, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m., and asked Commissioner Taylor to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Scott stated that item number four had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were two listed additional agenda items.

1) Consider approval of request by County Judge William R. Slaughter, II, for authorization to expend Article V funds not to exceed $10,051.54 (plus shipping and out of state sales taxes.)

2) Approve rescheduling of final budget hearing from September 20, 1999, to September 27, 1999 at 5:15 p.m.  Also included would be to consider payment of Clerk’s fees for the month of August.

Chairman Scott then called for further additional items.  There were none.

Commissioner Odom motioned to add the aforementioned items to the agenda under agenda item number twenty-four, Additional Agenda Items.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was a request by Helen Gamble, Ramblin’ Rose, for a change in hours for sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages in the County.

Ms. Gamble submitted handouts to the Board and discussed her request for a change in hours for selling and consuming alcohol.  She stated that it was difficult to get her patrons to leave by midnight.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had understood Ms. Gamble’s request at a previous meeting and had at that time made a motion to request an additional thirty minutes in consuming alcohol, which had died for lack of a second.  He stated that Ordinance No. 80-02, submitted earlier for reference, contained many items that the Board had not discussed.  Commissioner Udell stated that the additional thirty minutes would allow the patrons to consume the alcoholic beverages instead of leaving with an open container.

Commissioner Udell motioned to lengthen the time allowed to consume alcohol from midnight on Saturday nights to 12:30 a.m. on Saturday night/Sunday morning.  The motion died for lack of a second.

The third item on the agenda was a discussion by Mollie Shaw on interim alternative measures prior to paving of Suwannee County roads.

Ms. Shaw approached the Board and thanked Commissioner Taylor for coming to her area and viewing the condition of the roads.  She asked that the County consider placing limestone on the dirt roads after performing a traffic study.

Mr. Dean Ray recommended an investigation of surplus military products for road maintenance.  There was further discussion about problems caused by water drainage washing out roads.

Commissioner Odom stated that limerock has inherent weaknesses, such as sand pockets, that would create potholes after one or two rains.

Ms. Shaw suggested other forms of road maintenance, such as using old shredded tires.

Commissioner Taylor stated that he and the District 4 Road Department supervisor had devised a plan to eliminate water damage to several roads and would implement it as soon as the present water recedes.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, stated that with 800 miles of dirt roads within the County, repairs were constantly being made within the County and hopefully a new method currently in the works would decrease the maintenance necessary on unpaved roads.  After further discussion, Mr. Brown stated that over half of all unpaved roads within the County did not have rights-of-way and therefore could not be raised above the surrounding area with any degree of efficiency, because without proper runoff ditches, the road would be totally washed away.

The fourth item on the agenda was a discussion by Becky Hicks to repair her private driveway at 58th Place that a school bus had ruined.

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

The fifth item on the agenda was a discussion by Tim Alcorn, Kiah Eubanks, and Ronnie Poole, Fair Board Members, on purchasing C.O. Palmer’s property north of the Coliseum.

Mr. Alcorn approached the podium and stated that a joint agreement between the Fair Board and Board of County Commissioners could allow an emergency shelter and Fair Board use on the property in question, if the Board of County Commissioners so desired.

Commissioner Udell had no objections to Mr. Alcorn’s proposals, but did not wish to proceed with the C. O. Palmer property until the prison and its land had been resolved.  Commissioner Baker expressed similar concerns.

Mr. Dean Ray asked if the County owned any property west of Goldkist Boulevard.

Commissioner Udell stated that the property had been, and probably still was, contaminated and certain restrictions had been placed on the property deed which included no structures be built on it.

The Board agreed to postpone the issue until after the prison issue had been completed.

The sixth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible as the matter could be heard, to open bids for one Year 2000 model three/quarter ton 4 x 4 short bed pickup truck to be used by the Suwannee County Fire Department.

This item was discussed after 7:00 p.m.

The seventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving Special Permit No. 99-09-01 by Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department Chief Cleatos McCook, as agent for the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners, to permit a public facility (county volunteer fire department station) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).

This item was discussed after 7:00 p.m.

The eighth item on the agenda was to consider advertising to hold a public hearing to vacate Lot 20 of Townsend Meadows, Unit Three Subdivision, pursuant to an application by William I. Johnson, Virginia C. Johnson, and the Wayne D. Frier Living Trust.

Ms. Robinette Robinson approached the podium and discussed the proposed vacating of property.

Commissioner Baker motioned to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider vacating Lot 20 of Townsend Meadows, Unit Three Subdivision, and that it be held on October 5, 1999 at the regular meeting.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott stated that the first item of agenda item number twenty-four, Additional Agenda Items, would be discussed prior to item number six since the latter could not be discussed until after 7:00 p.m.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was additional agenda items.

1) Consider approval of request by County Judge William R. Slaughter, II, for authorization to expend Article V funds not to exceed $10,051.54 (plus shipping and out of state sales taxes.)

Judge Slaughter approached the podium and stated that there were approximately $40,000 in Article V funds that could be utilized for such projects and asked that the Board approve the expenditure.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the request by County Judge William R. Slaughter, II, to expend Article V funds not to exceed $10,051.54 (plus shipping and out of state sales taxes).  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The ninth item on the agenda was to consider approval of preliminary plat of the I-10 Commerce Park, Phase 1 Subdivision.

Ms. Robinette Robinson, Planning and Zoning Director, approached the podium and described the proposed plat, which lies off CR 137 and Interstate 10.

Commissioner Odom asked for clarification concerning a fifteen-minute response time for fire service at the proposed park.  Ms. Robinson stated that the Board would need to approve a variance if the proposed plat was approved.

Commissioner Taylor asked Ms. Robinson about drainage.  Neither Ms. Robinson nor Mr. Ronnie Poole, Developer, could answer the question, but was sure that the engineer who drew the plat could do so if requested.

Commissioner Udell asked that the engineer be present before the Board approved the proposed plat.  Mr. Poole requested that the issue be tabled until the engineer could be present to answer the Board’s questions.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table approval of the preliminary plat of the I-10 Commerce Park, Phase I Subdivision.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further questions about fire fighting water supply and County liability to the proposed park, the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible as the matter could be heard, to open bids for one Year 2000 model three/quarter ton 4 x 4 short bed pickup truck to be used by the Suwannee County Fire Department.

Mr. Johnny Howard, representing Fire Chief Daniel R. Sivyer, approached the podium and opened the bids.

The first bid was from Gator Motors of Tampa, Florida. They bid $26,029.50.

The second bid was from Walt’s Live Oak Ford.  They bid $23,814.00.

Mr. Howard stated that the insurance payoff from Mr. Sivyer’s previous vehicle, destroyed in an accident, was $17,710.  He stated that an additional $10,000 was available out of Fire Department funds.


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the bid from Walt’s Live Oak Ford of $23,814.00 pending confirmation of funds and vehicle specifications.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further clarification on funds available the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving Special Permit No. 99-09-01 by Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department Chief Cleatos McCook, as agent for the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners, to permit a public facility (county volunteer fire department station) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).

Ms. Robinson approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.  She then described the proposed resolution in detail.  The property in question is located off Highway 90 near Falmouth.

Mr. Cleatos McCook approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Scott closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution approving Special Permit No. 99-09-01.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution 99-63)

Chairman Scott called a ten-minute break at 7:14 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request by John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, for approval and execution of applications for Suwannee County State Aid and Regional State Aid for Fiscal Year 1999-2000.

Mr. Hales approached the podium and stated the application was an annual grant in the amount of $220,000.

Commissioner Odom motioned to approve and execute applications for Suwannee County State Aid and Regional State Aid for Fiscal Year 1999-2000.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to consider approval of the Long-Range Plan for Library Services.

Mr. Hales stated that the last long-range plan had been written in 1996.  Mr. Hales stated that the revisions were due to the opening of three new libraries, internet and computer-related services, and other improvements to the regional libraries.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to approve the Long-Range Plan for Library Services.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and after clarification of the definition a dumb terminal, the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request by John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, for approval of Library Services and a Technical Act Grant Agreement for Family Literacy.

Mr. Hales stated that in April the County had applied for a literacy grant, because 30% of Suwannee County is functionally illiterate.  The proposed agreement would provide $30,000 for reading assistance grants, with a further 33% ($10,000) to be provided for by the County.

Commissioner Udell expressed disbelief at 30% of residents being functionally illiterate, stating that the number was approximately 10,000 Suwannee County residents.  Mr. Hales stated that the sum was correct, that it crossed social boundaries, and that children of functionally illiterate adults were highly likely to be functionally illiterate themselves.

Commissioner Odom asked for clarification of functionally illiterate.  Mr. Hales stated that it meant that a person was able to function in society, but that a person could not read warning labels or apply what they have read to daily living, for instance.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve Library Services and a Technical Act Grant Agreement for Family Literacy.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 99-60)

Mr. Hales stated that the literacy grant would provide for English lessons only, and after questioning by Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson, was unsure if the 30% statistics included non-English speaking persons or was only for English-speaking persons.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to consider approval of a contract between the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners and the State of Florida Department of Health for operation of the Suwannee County Health Department for Fiscal Year 1999-2000.

The Board had several questions about the proposed agreement, but no one was present to deliver a presentation.  Ms. Elaine Robinson, Secretary to the Board, stated that the Board without a presentation approved the contract every year.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, felt that the contract seemed to the standard document approved every year by the Board but could not answer the specifics of the contract.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table approval a contract between the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners and the State of Florida Department of Health for operation of the Suwannee County Health Department for Fiscal Year 1999-2000 until someone was present to answer questions.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Baker asked if the proposed contract could be discussed on Monday, September 27, 1999 before the final budget hearing.

Mr. Harvey suggested recessing the present meeting until after the final budget hearing.  The Board agreed to recess the present meeting until after t1he final budget hearing on September 27, 1999.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to the endorsement and Congressional authorization of the Central and Southern Florida Project Comprehensive Review Study (Restudy).

Mr. Harvey approached the podium, stated that the request was from Martin County, and that it was to ask the United States Congress to study the canals and other changes in South Florida since the 1940s, using funds from Florida Forever Project.  Mr. Harvey suggested tabling the issue until further information could be gathered.

Commissioner Baker agreed with Mr. Harvey’s suggestion.

Commissioner Baker motioned to table consideration of a resolution pertaining to the endorsement and Congressional authorization of the Central and Southern Florida Comprehensive Review Study (Restudy) until October 5, 1999.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution requesting the Suwannee River Water Management District to reduce permit fees for public purpose projects to a fee not to exceed $100 per permit for Fiscal Year 1999-2000.

Mr. Harvey stated that the proposed resolution would mean that any permit fees pertaining to the County would be no more than $100.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution requesting the Suwannee River Water Management District to reduce permit fees for public purpose projects to a fee not to exceed $100 per permit for Fiscal Year 1999-2000.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-62)

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to discuss a possible lease of space from the School Board in the Nettie Baisden Building.

Mr. Harvey stated that the proposed lease would allow the lease of three classrooms in the Nettie Baisden Building beginning on September 15, 1999, for $1 per year.  The utility costs would be approximately $260 per month and a monthly security charge of $62.06 for the alarm system, with County property insured by the County.  Mr. Harvey stated that the next school board meeting was on September 28, 1999 and the proposed lease was on their agenda.

Commissioner Udell had questions in regards to moving costs for other offices.

Mr. Harvey stated that the proposed lease said nothing about who would be moving and to what purpose.

Commissioner Udell motioned to declare an interest in leasing space in the Nettie Baisden Building for office and storage space, sign the lease, and have Mr. Harvey present at the School Board meeting to declare the County’s intent.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Harvey if the Clerk’s records could be moved to the Nettie Baisden Building.  Mr. Harvey stated that most offices had records that could be moved to the building.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request by Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, for payment in the amount of $62,303.92 to Scott Peterson Construction Company, Inc., for work completed on the Courthouse Renovations Project.

Mr. Harvey stated that the original contract was for $218,559.00, but that after change orders the total amount had increased to $246,511.90.  The Board owed approximately $150,000 on the entire project.  Mr. Harvey requested that the Board pay the requested amount.

Commissioner Odom motioned to pay Scott Peterson Construction Company, Inc., for work completed on the Courthouse Renovations Project in the amount of $62,303.92.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to authorize cash purchase of a garbage truck and utilization of current funds.

Mr. Harvey stated that Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, had appropriated $67,132.00, approximately half the total of $134,263.00, for the truck.  Since revenues had increased over estimates, Mr. Brown requested the additional funds be used to pay for remainder of the truck’s cost.  Mr. Harvey recommended paying the amount from the current year’s budget.

Commissioner Udell motioned to authorize a cash purchase of a garbage truck and utilization of current funds in the amount of $134,263.00.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to determine final priority ranking of Transportation Enhancement Program projects to be submitted to the Florida Department of Transportation.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, approached the podium and read letters from the Florida Department of Transportation.  The letter stated that the County was not eligible for enhancements to US 129 South under the Traffic Enhancement Program.  A sidewalk from the Live Oak City limits to Wal-Mart on US 129 North was on the pending list.  The letter also stated that stoplights at CR 252 and CR49 and CR 49 and CR 27 were not eligible for funding under the Traffic Enhancement Programs but could be considered under the Traffic Operations Program.  Mr. Brown stated that the Board was to rank the requests already submitted.

Mr. Brown stated that the sidewalk to Wal-Mart should be placed as priority number 1 under the Traffic Enhancement Program, and stoplights at CR 49 and CR 27 and CR 49 and 252 as priorities number 1 and 2, respectively, under the Traffic Operations Program.  Mr. Brown also discussed a request list for next year.

The Board agreed to the list Mr. Brown requested.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for permission to obtain engineering services for right-of-way access for the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department project.

Mr. Brown asked that Curtis Keen Engineering be used to provide engineering services for right-of-way access to the property in question in order to submit the request through the proper channels.

Commissioner Udell motioned to obtain engineering services from Curtis Keen Engineering for right-of-way access for the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department project.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for authorization to advertise for bids for a roller.

Mr. Brown felt that the Board had already determined, by individual discussion with each commissioner, that a roller was necessary.  He stated that the present roller owned by the County was used and prone to breakdowns.  He asked that a new roller be bought to replace the present roller.  Mr. Brown stated that a new roller would cost approximately $75,000 to $80,000.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to advertise for bids for a roller.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown discussed his staff report.  He stated that by the end of December 1999, the $50,000 (in material) from the Columbia Anderson project had to be spent according to the State.  He asked that the $50,000 in materials from Columbia Anderson be used to pave another road currently being constructed and that the County spend $50,000 of its own funds to pave 150th Street at a later date in lieu of using Columbia Anderson’s materials in the amount of $50,000.  Mr. Brown stated that if the Road Department went to 10-hour days and worked Saturdays, it was possible to have both projects prepared for paving by the first of December.

There was some discussion about which road to pave using whose money.

Commissioner Baker expressed concern about spending extra funds (approximately $20,000) in overtime to pave both projects in the necessary time.

There was further discussion about the Board keeping their promise to the citizens of 150th Street or the possible loss of $50,000 in paving materials for going ahead with the 150th Street project.

Commissioner Baker suggested returning Monday, September 27, 1999, to discuss the projects.  Commissioner Udell, Commissioner Taylor, and Chairman Scott stated that their views would not change.

Commissioner Udell motioned to complete the job even if it required overtime.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further discussion about postponing the issue, the motion carried, with Commissioner Baker opposed.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to hold discussion pertaining to restructuring of the Public Works Department.

Commissioner Udell stated that restructuring already underway had improved efficiency and asked that further restructuring be completed.  He asked that Mr. Brown be given authority to complete the restructuring of the Road Department as he sees fit.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to give Mr. Brown the authority to restructure the Road Department as he saw fit.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Commissioner Odom asked Mr. Brown specifics on his restructuring.  Mr. Brown stated that modifications to paperwork provided the actual numbers on working time and other related information and that supervisors and other key personnel had been or were to be moved to areas in which they were experienced, thus increasing efficiency.  Commissioner Baker asked that Mr. Brown provide a flow sheet of the proposed changes.  After requests, Commissioner Taylor rescinded his motion to provide Mr. Brown the authority to restructure the Road Department.

Commissioner Baker motioned to table the issue until Tuesday, October 5, 1999, so that Mr. Brown could provide additional information concerning his restructuring.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott called a ten-minute break at 10:00 p.m.

September 21, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

10:13 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a discussion by W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, on the following matters:

1) Request approval of destruction of certain public records.

Mr. Henderson approached the podium and asked that the Board approve the destruction of certain public records denied on August 8th because Commissioner Udell had certain questions concerning some of the records.

Commissioner Baker asked that traffic infractions from January 1, 1999 to December 31, 1999 be saved from destruction because of auditing or other issues that might come up.  Mr. Henderson clarified that the infractions were No. 76 on the list.

Commissioner Baker motioned to withhold traffic infractions from destruction if the destruction order was approved.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  There was discussion but no vote taken on the issue.

Commissioner Udell motioned to destroy records under Destruction Request Number 17, as requested, excepting No. 76, Traffic Infractions.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

2) Request information regarding the Board’s plans to provide additional storage and office space for the Clerk’s Office.

Mr. Henderson asked the Board for a firm answer on space for records and office space.  He submitted a handout to the Board concerning a space needs study by a professional engineer from January of 1992.  Mr. Henderson then discussed the various areas available to the Clerk’s Office, stating that caseloads had doubled in the past two years.  He also stated that caseloads were increasing because employees could not be hired because there was no room to hold them.

Commissioner Baker stated that when the study was done, the engineers did not know of the problems concerning the various County buildings, such as the Criminal Division of the Sheriff’s Department, the old Library, the Protective Services Building, and others.

Mr. Henderson stated that even with off-site storage, the total space available to the Clerk’s Office would be slightly more than 8,000 square feet, 4,000 less than the study required for the Year 2000.

Commissioner Baker stated that he had no objections to the Clerk’s Office using a portion of the Nettie Baisden Building for storage, but that it be looked at after determining the feasibility of using the old library for office space.

Mr. Henderson stated that he did not want to kick out other County officers, but in looking after his office he needed additional space.


Mr. Harvey stated that it had taken time for the County to find a firm that provides the type of research that the County required (underground soundings) but that a firm had been found to do the project for approximately $4,500.  He stated that the firm could be sole-sourced to provide faster service.


Chairman Scott stated that there was approximately 2,200 square feet available in the Nettie Baisden Building for use as storage and office space.


Mr. Henderson stated that 12,000 square feet of space was necessary for Year 2000 needs, which did not even provide for growing room.


Chairman Scott stated that at some point in the future the Clerk’s Office would be given the present Boardroom, but they were unsure of the status of the Sheriff’s Department Administrative Division on the south end of the Courthouse.


Commissioner Udell asked that Mr. Harvey be allowed to finish determining the feasibility of using the old library for office and storage space.


Mr. Henderson informed the Board of a law concerning arbitrage, which meant that the Board could not borrow money merely to collect a higher rate of interest.  If the Board did not use the loan borrowed for capital improvements, they could be sued.  He stated that twelve of the thirty months had already passed with no expenditure or plans for any.  He asked that the Board consider using the remainder of the Courthouse space presently occupied by the Supervisor of Elections and Sheriff’s Department Administrative Division for the Clerk’s Office as soon as possible.


After questioning, Mr. Henderson stated that the occupants presently located in the old library had much more space per person than that found in the Clerk’s Office.

Chairman Scott stated that he did not want to move people into the old library only to discover shortly thereafter that they would have to move again.

Mr. Henderson asked that he be allowed to discuss the use of the Sheriff’s Department Administrative Section after they moved out.  The Board agreed to discuss it at that time.

3) Consider response by Clerk and seek final resolution of issues present in the Special Audit Report prepared by Davis, Monk, and Company.

Mr. Henderson stated that most of the items addressed by the special audit had already been worked out.  He suggested that a log would be a costly and time-consuming process and that a duplicate be made for the month of October.  In this way, the County Coordinator would be able to see exactly what is copied per month and make a determination on how to bill after further discussion.

Commissioner Baker stated that a duplicate copy would be a waste of paper and time.  He suggested a log be used to determine the number of copies used.

Chairman Scott stated that making duplicate copies was not necessary and would only be used if the need arose.  He stated that a letter had been sent to Florida Attorney General Bob Butterworth, and that the Board would notify Mr. Henderson as soon as an answer was received.

Mr. Henderson also wished to discuss copies to the State Attorney, Teen Court, Department of Corrections, and the Public Defender’s Office, but copies to Teen Court had been stricken and no need for further discussion.  He submitted a handout describing Florida Statute Chapter 57, specifically dealing with reimbursement of copies made concerning state prisoners.  Mr. Henderson stated that a query had been made to various Florida counties asking if the Department of Corrections reimbursed the county for these copies.  He found that some counties benefited by the reimbursement while others did not know it existed.  Mr. Henderson asked if the Board would agree to being reimbursed for state prisoner-related copies.


Commissioner Udell asked about indigent services and from where they are paid.


Mr. Henderson stated that it was the Board’s responsibility to pay for indigent fees.


Commissioner Taylor asked if there was any way to determine if a person was actually indigent.


Mr. Henderson stated that if he thought a person was lying about being an indigent, there was an indigent coordinator serving seven counties that could determine if a person was actually indigent.


Commissioner Udell asked if the Board could get a monthly list of all indigents.


Mr. Henderson stated that the Board already received the names as part of the monthly bill.


Commissioner Udell asked that only the indigents be listed as a separate listing per month.


Mr. Henderson stated that he would check with his staff before making a decision on the matter, but felt that a simple list of indigents was possible.


Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson stated that the Clerk of Court was not the only office with the problem of determining indigence, that the Ms. McCullers of the Health Department had expressed similar concern during budget workshops in August.


Mr. Henderson stated that his office would keep a record of all indigents served during the month of October and decide courses of action after that.


Commissioner Baker suggested that a period of time be set aside to work out the remaining problems of billing between the Clerk’s Office and the Board.


Mr. Henderson stated that there were only two issues to be determined, copies for the State Attorney and the Public Defender.  He stated that most clerks in Florida were purely budget offices, and not partially funded by fees as is the Suwannee County Clerk.  As such, the Clerk had to bill for nearly everything they copied.  Mr. Henderson asked that if the Board decided not the pay for costs incurred by copies from the Public Defender or State Attorney, they should write a letter to the two stating that they would no longer be paying for them.


Commissioner Baker suggested searching the special audit by Davis, Monk, and Company to determine if the Board could pay for copies related to courts.


The Board agreed to pay copies incurred by the Public Defender and State Attorney until they had determined exactly what the special audit said about it.  At that time, the Board would tell Mr. Henderson their decision.


Mr. Henderson stated that if the State Attorney paid for their copies instead of billing the Board, the Board would still be responsible for funding them that much extra per year.


The Board agreed to speak with representatives of the State Attorney’s and Public Defender’s offices.


Mr. Harvey stated that he had not requested the August billing to be paid yet, and asked Mr. Henderson if county court fees were part of the $40,000 billing.  Mr. Henderson stated that there were some costs incurred by county court in the August billing.  Mr. Harvey requested additional time to look over the August billing, discuss it with Mr. Henderson, and bring it back before the Board on Monday, September 27, 1999.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There were two listed additional agenda items.

1) Consider approval of request by County Judge William R. Slaughter, II, for authorization to expend Article V funds not to exceed $10,051.54 (plus shipping and out of state sales taxes).

This item had already been discussed prior to agenda item number nine.

2) Approve rescheduling of final budget hearing from September 20, 1999, to September 27, 1999 at 5:15 p.m.  Also included would be to consider payment of Clerk’s fees for the month of August.

Commissioner Udell motioned to reschedule the final budget hearing from September 20, 1999 to September 27, 1999 at 5:15 p.m.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and after discussion about advertisements the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was public comments.  Mr. George Fuller approached the podium.  He asked about problems with County properties and the length of time required for a response.  Mr. Fuller stated that the issue with which he had a problem concerned posting for public meeting places, such as the Board Room, of the maximum number of people allowed in the room.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Ed C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, stated that the hog pen project was underway.  He requested that the recessed meeting to be held on September 27, 1999 begin at 5:00 p.m. before the final budget hearing.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, had already given his staff report.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated that the signs honoring Robert Leonard and the larger picture in the Branford Library had arrived.  He stated that a test was being run to determine if all the lights running in the library would be cheaper than replacing lights that were turned off.  Mr. Hales also stated that the library had many English/Spanish workbooks.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, had nothing to discuss.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve batches 99-0573 – 99-0594 for a total of $489,221.36.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT
TO BE APPROVED 09-21-99
FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
235,466.35

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
13,495.40

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
199.40

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
9,619.66

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
0.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
6,634.66

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
3,800.40

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
165.28

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
66,636.83

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$


171
LIBRARY FUND
$
40,084.65

172
RECREATION FUND
$
16,065.84

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
4,748.82

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
64,739.65

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
16,752.76

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
10,811.66


BATCHES 99-0573 - 99-0594




GRAND TOTAL
$
489,221.36

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  Commissioner Udell suggested holding all Board meetings in the daytime, with exceptions such as zoning hearings, be held after 5:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m., because he had found that the same people were present whether meetings were held at 9:00 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. 

Commissioner Udell motioned to recess the meeting until Monday, September 27, 1999, at 5:00 p.m., and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion to recess carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed at 10:32 p.m.

___________________________

DONALD M. ODOM, SR., CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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