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September 21, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


3:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk.

Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m.  The purpose of the meeting was to listen to presentations from various airport consultants.

Chairman Scott called the first airport consultant, ICF Kasier Engineering Group, to present their proposal to the Board.

Mr. Don Ramdass, Project Manager, approached the podium and described his experience.  He also submitted a handout describing in detail Kasier’s proposal and introduced a number of his staff present.  Mr. Ramdass then discussed in detail the handout and accompanying information.  He then asked for questions.

Commissioner Udell stated that he was impressed but that he would speak to each reference before making a decision.

Commissioner Taylor asked if the fire station near the airport was suitable for proposals.   Mr. David Lee stated that the fire station was suitable for the next ten or fifteen years, with additions carried out later.  Commissioner Taylor also asked the normal amount of grant money funded for a county the size of Suwannee.  Mr. Ramdass stated that Keystone Heights had received some $850,000 in grant funding, but certain projects in larger counties had received as much as $3,000,000.  Commissioner Taylor asked if there would be any major elevation changes for the project.  Mr. Ramdass stated that the elevation for most of the airport was adequate, although some changes might need to be made.

Commissioner Baker asked if the airport’s location allowed for further growth within the Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Ramdass stated that his company had not done an in-depth study of the airport but that most airports were built with expansion in mind.

Mr. Roland Luster, Florida Department of Transportation, stated that the role of the master plan was to involve the community with plans for the future.

Chairman Scott then called Reynolds, Smith and Hill, Inc. to make their presentation.

Mr. Max Marble, Project Manager, discussed his company’s airport proposal in detail.  Mr. Marble introduced Mr. J. Sherman Frier, Live Oak surveyor, who discussed the land acquisition around the airport in the past.  Mr. Marble continued to discuss his company’s airport proposal.

Commissioner Udell asked if Reynolds, Smith, and Hill, Inc. had any references.  The company’s Vice-President stated that he had none present, but could easily provide some.  Commissioner Udell asked that the references be faxed to the County Office so that he could speak with each one.

Commissioner Odom asked about the acquisition of land in the area.  Mr. J. Sherman Frier discussed several possible areas of land that could be purchased in the future.

Commissioner Udell asked if grant funds could be used to acquire property.  Mr. Marble stated that the Department of Transportation or other means could fund approximately 75% of funds.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was any program in conjunction with FEMA that would allow transport from South Florida in case of emergencies.

Commissioner Taylor asked about the ability to extend the runways on the land that the County current possesses.  Mr. Marble stated that the County did not have enough land to maintain the present runway to its desired level.  He suggested purchasing land on the east end of the runway to extend a 1,200 foot safety zone.

Commissioner Udell thanked Reynolds, Smith, and Hill, Inc. for their presentation.

Commissioner Baker asked if there were any ongoing projects with which Reynolds, Smith, and Hill, Inc. were involved.  Mr. Marble stated that his company was involved in airports at Fernandina Beach, Quincy/Gasden County, and others in North Florida.

Chairman Scott called a five-minute break at 4:07 p.m.

September 21, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

4:19 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

Chairman Scott called LPA Group, Inc. to podium to discuss their proposal.

Mr. Dave Goode, LPA Group, approached the podium and introduced Mr. Mohnsen Mohammadi, Project Manager.  Mr. Mohammadi discussed his company’s airport proposal in detail.  He then introduced Mr. Michael Floyd, Senior Aviation Planner.  He discussed his background and some of the attributes of the company.

Commissioner Baker asked for a handout of LPA Group’s references.  Mr. Mohammdi distributed a handout describing the entire proposal, including the references.

The Board agreed to make a decision for an airport consultant at the October 5, 1999 regular meeting.

Mr. Don Robinson, on behalf of the Advisory Committee, stated that the Committee would be happy with any of the consultants that made presentations.

Chairman Scott asked if October 5, 1999 was enough time to make a decision.  Mr. Robinson stated that October 5 would be acceptable.  There was some discussion about a timeframe for completing airport projects.

Commissioner Odom stated that the first two consultants had more information about the Suwannee County Airport.

Commissioner Baker asked if the Department of Transportation had worked with the three firms.  Mr. Luster stated that the Department of Transportation had worked with all three.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 4:52 p.m.
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