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September 15, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for their regular meeting and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order.  The Chairman called upon Public Works Director Ray Brown, for the invocation and to lead the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Scott called agenda item 1, which was for consideration of any additional agenda items.  The Chairman listed the following items:

1. Suwannee River Riding Club, Inc. requested a resolution proclaiming the week of September 21-26 as Rodeo Week in Suwannee County.

2. To consider a resolution proclaiming October 3, 1998, as North Florida Community College Day.

3. Greg Scott desired to make a recreation update on the south part of the county.  It became part of item 8 of the agenda.

4. Commissioner Hillhouse asked the board to approve a public hearing for the Ingram Road special taxing district.

Commissioner Odom moved to add these aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


The Board considered approval of the minutes from the August 18, August 25, August 27, and September 3, 1998 meetings.  Commissioner Hillhouse moved to approve, and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion carried unanimously for approval.


The representative scheduled to present item 3 of the agenda did not show.

Item 4 of the agenda concerned Leatha McMillian, who had problems with getting assistance to repair her home at 135 78th Street.  The septic tank was backing up, and several programs turned down her requests for financial help.  There was a $115.00 fee for permits for a private contractor to do the work, and it was unknown how much the job would cost.  Mrs. McMillian applied for Disaster Housing Assistance programs, Individual Family Grant programs, and the ARC program.


Commissioner Baker asked for a list of the agencies with which Mrs. McMillian had applied.  Commissioner Udell asked if Mrs. McMillian had contacted the Insurance Commissioner in Tallahassee.  Commissioner Udell also offered to assist with the contact.  Mrs. McMillian gave a telephone work number of 364-5898.


Mrs. McMillian thinks that as a black woman, she is being ignored and taken advantage of in several situations.


Chairman Scott announced that item 5, item 6, and item 7 of the agenda must wait until after 7:00 p.m.


Chairman Scott called on item number 8 of the agenda.  Recreation Director Greg Scott approached the podium and addressed the Board.


Mr. Scott discussed acceptance of $250,000 grant for the Sports Complex.  Commissioner Udell moved and Commissioner Odom seconded to approve the grant application.  The motion carried unanimously to accept the grant.


Mr. Scott requested an advertisement for engineering for recreation landscaping in Wellborn as part of a process of a $50,000 grant.  Commissioner Udell questioned if this was a reimbursable grant.  Mr. Scott notified the Board that it was indeed reimbursable.


Mr. Scott at this time moved to his additional agenda item concerning the south part of the county.  Mr. Scott had a handout of the services offered by the Recreation Department for the south part of the county.


Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Odom discussed the 20% issue in the budget and the cessation of the county providing extra services to the south part of Suwannee County in the town of Branford.


Commissioner Hillhouse and Commissioner Udell understood that Branford states that they have received no service from the Suwannee County Recreation Department and wanted the 20%.  Branford further stated that the County Recreation Department would not be expected to furnish services to that town.


Commissioner Baker wanted a discussion with Branford.  Furthermore, Commissioner Baker wished to present Mr. Scott’s list to Branford to see if they still want the 20%.


There was further discussion on the percentages.  The Recreation Department would receive  $100,000 while Branford would receive $20,000.


Commissioner Baker suggested tabling the issue until Commissioner Odom could present Mr. Scott’s list to Branford.  Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to table, and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion carried unanimously to table the issue.


Chairman Scott called item 9.  This item proposes using the REA building as offices for the county because of the sinkhole beneath the Sheriff’s Department’s Criminal Division.  Commissioner Baker advised the board of the proposal.


Commissioner Udell asked about the appraisal of the building.  Fred Smith of the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative advised that the last appraisal was in December of 1996.  Commissioner Udell thinks that the site has merit as a county building.


Commissioner Udell asked several questions about contamination, the use of the tower, and the condition of the roof.  Mr. Smith advised that the roof was replaced in 1985.  Currently, it is made of tar and gravel.


Commissioner Baker advised the Board that the facility could be available in six months or less.


Mr. J.C. Walker, speaking on behalf of the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative Board as chairman, advised Commissioner Udell that the appraisal value was also the asking price.  Commissioner Udell asked if the Rural Electric Authority would consider holding a note.  Mr. Walker advised he would rather the Board of County Commissioners make an official offer to the board of the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative.


Commissioner Udell suggested looking to the building and taking action soon.


Commissioner Hillhouse suggested taking a close look at the proposal and that a source of funding must be considered.  The cost of relocation of the Sheriff’s Department Criminal Division to the building must be considered also.


Commissioner Baker and Commissioner Udell suggested touring the facility as a Board.  There was much discussion of recessing the meeting and convening for the tour.  The final consensus was to tour the REA building at 8:30 a.m. on Monday, September 21.


At 6:50 p.m., Chairman Scott called a break.
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Live Oak, Florida


At 7:09, the meeting was called to order.


Agenda item 5 was called.  Emergency Services Director Murel McDonald referred to amending Ordinance No 92-01 section 2(h) entitled, “Private Way.”  Mr. McDonald explained how this affects the 911 addressing system and the problems it causes.


Commissioner Odom asked about names for private ways versus numbers.  Mr. McDonald advised that the amendment would require numbers for streets.  Robinette Robinson asked about the color of signs, stating that private roads have blue signs.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.  There was no response and the public hearing was closed.  Commissioner Hillhouse moved for approval of the amendment to Ordinance No. 92-01, and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion to amend the ordinance carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 98-17)


Item 7 concerned opening bids on a temporary building for public works.  Boyette’s of Live Oak, Florida, bid $11,708.75, and Perkins, also of Live Oak, Florida, bid $12,690.00.  Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk, opened the bids.  The bids were then given to Ray Brown, Public Works Director, to review the specifications.


Item Number 10 of the agenda was a request from Daniel Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, for approval of changes to the Volunteer Fire Department grant agreement forms.  Mr. Sivyer explained the changes to the contract.  Mr. Sievyer also explained that liability insurance already covers all persons on property.  The amount of coverage is $200,000.


Commissioner Odom moved and Commissioner Baker seconded to approve the Volunteer Fire Department agreement.


Item 11 requested a future public hearing to consider vacating a portion of the Dowling Park plat.  Robinette Robinson, zoning director, requested the hearing.


The Advent Christian Village wishes to do construction and may build over some old platted streets or easement, etc.  Commissioner Baker moved and Commissioner Udell seconded to have a public hearing on the issue.  The motion carried unanimously.


Robinette Robinson requested Item 12, concerning final plat approval of the Virginia Lane Subdivision.  Tim Alcorn also addressed questions from the Board referring to the plat and its survey.


Commissioner Odom moved, and Commissioner Baker seconded, for approval of the plat.  The motion carried unanimously to approve the plat.


Item 13, requested by Robinette Robinson, was a resolution for changing the dates for the two times per year that the county accepts changes to the future land use map.  The dates were changed to October 30, 1998, and February 26, 1999.  Commissioner Baker moved to change the dates to February 26, 1999 and October 30, 1998 for changing the plan.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously to approve the changed dates.  (See Resolution 98-60)


Ms. Robinson also spoke about the courthouse historical grant as part of her staff report.  The advisory council in Tallahassee ranked Suwannee County as high on their list and recommended $375,000 for the courthouse on September 15, 1998.  It is likely that the grant will be approved.


Item 14 concerned a resolution by the Suwannee River Water Management to reduce fees.  Commissioner Hillhouse moved, and Commissioner Udell seconded requesting a $100 fee cap on public projects.  The motion carried unanimously.


Item 15 were a resolution for a statewide clean air task force.  Commissioner Baker motioned to table the issue until further study could be done.  Commissioner Udell seconded tabling the issue until the next regular meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.


Item 16 concerned a county vehicle policy.  Commissioner Hillhouse moved to tabling the issue for clarification.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously to table the issue.


Item 17 was a request by Marjorie Carmichael for funding for the Year 2000 celebration.  There was no need to address the issue, as it was done earlier in the budget hearing on the same date.


Item 18 concerned appointments.  Commissioner Udell moved to appoint those considered, and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.


Item 19 concerned appointing Marquis Stewart to the CDBG Citizens Advisory Task Force Committee.  Commissioner Baker moved to appoint Mr. Stewart, and Commissioner Udell seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.


Item 20 covered Value Adjustment Board appointments.  Chairman Scott chose Commissioner Odom and Commissioner Udell to serve with him on October 7, 1998 at 9:00 a.m. on the Value Adjustment Board.


Item 21 was to consider an alternative to the I-75 Corridor Council.  Commissioner Baker suggested that the Board contact the Woman’s Club and ask for a representative.  The Board agreed unanimously to pursue this avenue.


Item 22 concerned additional agenda items.

a. Stephen C. Bullock requested a Rodeo Week in a Suwannee County proclamation.  Commissioner Odom moved to approve the request, and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-57)

b. Chairman Scott read the proclamation for North Florida Community College Day.  Commissioner Udell moved to adopt the proclamation, and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The vote was unanimous to approve.  (See Resolution No. 98-58)

c. The third additional item was addressed within agenda item 8.

d. Approval for a public hearing for the Ingram Road Special Taxing District was motioned by Commissioner Udell.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.

Item 23 concerned public comments.  There was no response.


Item 24 concerned staff reports.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director, thought that the bids on the storage building for the Road Department were excessive.  He needs the building but hated to spend too much for it.


Maurice Perkins, one of the bidders, addressed the Board.  Mr. Perkins addressed the bids, specs, and contractor licensing.


Mr. Brown would check into the details and return an answer to the Board.


Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, addressed the board and advised moving into the Branford Library is well under way.  The Live Oak Artist Fest is running this week and next at the Live Oak Library.


County Attorney Hal Airth had nothing to report.


Clerk Randy Henderson was absent.


Sheriff Alton Williams was absent.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve payment of invoices batch 98-0571 to 589, for $604,600.64.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners

Warrants Issued Report Approved on September 15, 1998

BATCHES 98-0571 THROUGH 589





FUND
FUND NO.
AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND
001
$320,123.09 

FINE AND FORFEITURE
116
$46,402.01 

STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
118
$7,004.80 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
119
$7,872.53 

EMS GRANT FUND
126
 

FIRE PROTECTION FUND
122
$6,287.89 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
128
$6,734.27 

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
131
$86.08 

ROAD AND BRIDGE
140
$117,514.89 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
159
$2,858.48 

LIBRARY FUND
171
$40,715.80 

RECREATION FUND
172
$8,855.95 

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
181
$8,500.00 

LANDFILL CLOSURE
301
 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
402
$20,723.16 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
403
$10,463.60 

RENNOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
351
 

STATE GRANT -LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
371
 

AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
305
$458.09 

TOTAL:

$604,600.64 


There being no further business to discuss before the Board, Commissioner Hillhouse moved to recess until Monday, September 21, 1998, at 8:30 a.m. at Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.

The Board recessed at 8:10 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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