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September 15, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

5:05 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The purpose of the meeting was the first public hearing on the Fiscal Year 1998-1999 budget.


Commissioner Hillhouse addressed the board regarding the millage rate, setting it at 5.603 mills for the General Fund, and 3.447 mills for Fine and Forfeiture, for a total of 9.050 mills.  Commissioner Hillhouse then discussed changes to the proposed budget.


Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 5:17 p.m.


Commissioner Odom motioned to approve changes, and Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous to approve the changes.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to move clerk’s fees from General Revenue Fund to Fine and Forfeiture Fund.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  Commissioner Baker questioned the change.  Mr. Powell explained that the Clerk’s fees are court-related expenses and most others of this type are already in the fine and forfeiture fund.


The motion carried unanimously.


At 5:22 p.m., Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting.


Commissioner Baker asked a question concerning the Year 2000 celebration and a discussion ensued.  The Board of County Commissioners would add $6,000 for the Year 2000 celebration fund to Fiscal Year 1998-1999 budget.  Commissioner Odom motioned for approval, and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion carried unanimously to add the $6,000.


A public hearing on the budget was opened at 5:30 p.m.  There was no response, and the hearing was closed.


Commissioner Baker questioned the property appraiser’s formula for property appraisal.  Commissioner Hillhouse stated that a homestead is limited to 3% per year on older property.


Commissioner Hillhouse moved to set the tentative millage rate at 5.0603 for the general fund and 3.447 for the fine and forfeiture fund, for a total of 9.050 mills.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker, and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Hillhouse moved to adapt the tentative budget of the Board of County Commissioners at $21,528,430.00 for Fiscal Year 1999.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously to adopt the tentative budget.


Chairman Scott read an announcement for the next and final budget hearing to be on Tuesday, September 22, at 6:00 p.m.


Commissioner Odom moved to adjourn, and Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.


At 5:37 p.m., the budget hearing adjourned.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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