Book 24, Page 303
July 20, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m., and led the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were four listed additional agenda items.

1) Refund $2,500 to Mr. Walton from the Butterfield Acres Project and authorize proceeding with the project.

2) Discuss roadwork done on Holmes Road.

3) Select a road project to utilize materials to be received from Anderson Columbia.

4) Discuss the Ingram Road Project.

Chairman Scott then called for further additional items.  There were none.

Commissioner Odom motioned to add the aforementioned items to the agenda under agenda item number twenty-five, Additional Agenda Items.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of the meeting held on July 6, 1999.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the aforementioned minutes.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was a presentation by Carol Herring of the Suwannee Museum Association.

Ms. Herring approached the podium and proposed to raise funds for activities and goals for the future.  She then submitted a handout with the Museum Association’s goals and projects.  Goals included hiring a director to manage the museum, purchasing technology such as computers, and updating the building to the building codes.  Ms. Herring also asked for contributions in the amount of $3,000, to be matched by the City of Live Oak and the Suwannee County School Board.

Mr. Sam Carter approached the podium and described the financial situation of the Suwannee County Historical Museum.  He stated that the Museum only received on average $7,500 per year, plus contributions, and asked for monetary assistance from the Board.

Commissioner Udell supported the idea of providing $3,000 in assistance to the Museum Association and asked Mr. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to research from which fund to draw the money.

Chairman Scott thanked Ms. Herring for the tour of the museum he was given and stated that he was impressed with the museum.

The fourth item on the agenda was a discussion by Senator Richard Mitchell on state funding issues.

Senator Mitchell approached the podium and discussed funding issues of Suwannee County.  He stated that the governor of Florida would like a review of needs to go through him, after which his recommendations would go before the Florida House of Representatives and Senate.  He asked for requests to be brought to his office.  Senator Mitchell then discussed road maintenance on County roads and a 1:30 p.m. meeting at the Regional Library on Wednesday, July 21 with the Department of Health that would discuss additional funds for counties.  He asked that the Board send a representative to ask for financial help.

The fifth item on the agenda was a presentation of a plaque by Chairman Jerry Scott, on behalf of the Small County Coalition, to Senator Richard Mitchell for his accomplishments in the Small County Road Assistance Program.

Chairman Scott presented the plaque to Senator Mitchell for his accomplishments in the Small County Road Assistance Program.

The sixth item on the agenda was a discussion by Edward Howell on the Board’s decision to open 64th Place.

Commissioner Taylor stated that he spoke with Mr. Howell and stated that 64th Place did not run all the way to Ms. McGee’s property and thus merely reopening the road would not help her.  He asked that the two involved parties get together and work out a compromise giving Ms. McGee access.

Chairman Scott asked Commissioner Taylor if he would be willing to mediate the meeting.  Commissioner Taylor stated that he would.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had also been to the road and it seemed that the road ended shortly before Ms. McGee’s property but indicated that Mr. Howell was willing to work out a deal whereby Ms. McGee could reach her property.  There was further discussion on the issue.

Commissioner Taylor suggested holding off the reopening of 64th Place until Mr. Howell and Ms. McGee had come to an agreement.  After consultations with Mr. Airth, County Attorney, it was agreed to wait until negotiations were complete between Mr. Howell and Ms. McGee before reopening 64th Place.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request by a representative of the Tourist Development Council for the appointment of Joe Chamberlain to complete Fred DeVane’s term.

Chairman Scott requested that Joe Chamberlain complete Mr. DeVane’s term on the Tourist Development Council.

Commissioner Udell motioned to appoint Joe Chamberlain to complete Fred DeVane’s term on the Tourist Development Council.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request by Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, for authorization to advertise for bids for County Property/Casualty and General Liability Insurance.

Chairman Scott announced that this item was withdrawn from the agenda.

Chairman Scott asked that agenda items 9-19 be passed over until after 7:00 p.m. and that the Board move to agenda item number 20.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider possible action on the use of public boat ramps for logging from rivers.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and stated that he had sent out a follow-up memo about the issue.  He stated that he had received calls from the Suwannee River Water Management and Florida Department of Environmental Protection, who were interested in the outcome of the Board’s decisions.  He stated that stipulations and requirements for permits issued by DEP were simple and included no damage to the shoreline or bottom of the river.

Mr. Fred Tatman, of Goodwin Heart Pine Company, approached the podium and described a handout he submitted to the Board.  He stated that some companies had not been recovering dead-head logs under the terms of the DEP and had given the rest of the logging companies a bad name.  He asked that the Board grant temporary use of the Dowling Park Boat Ramp for the Goodwin Company and another logging company that were properly operating and not damaging the ramp.

Commissioner Udell asked for clarification of Mr. Tatman’s proposal and the logging process.  There was further discussion about those companies which were permitted in other counties to log dead-head logs.  Don McCallister stated that he also had a permit to log that was separate from the two companies already spoken about.

Commissioner Odom objected to using the Suwannee County boat ramps for logging, since $40,000 had just been spent on the new Branford Boat Ramp.

Commissioner Taylor stated that the logs within the river were fish habitats and did not see how the State had allowed permits for dead-head logging.  He stated that several people had called him with concerns about removing logs, and stated that he was in agreement with Commissioner Odom.

Mr. Tatman stated that the logs in question did not provide a fish habitat, since they had no limbs, and that DEP had put considerable research into the project.

Commissioner Odom stated that he did not agree with DEP on some situations, and this was one of them.

Commissioner Baker asked if the Dowling Park Boat Ramp was the only ramp that the Florida Game and Fish Commission managed.  It was stated that Royal Springs was also managed by GFC.

Mr. Harvey stated that the Dowling Park Boat Ramp was somewhat managed by the Florida Game and Fish Commission.

Chairman Scott had several statements he wanted to make.  He stated that Water Management ruled the banks and DEP the river, but the County could only manage the boat ramps and could not stop loggers from leasing land and dragging logs up the banks.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had seen no damage to the boat ramps and had no objections with the loggers’ operations.  He suggested allowing the logging companies to use the boat ramps as long as no damage was done to the ramps.

After questioning, Mr. Tatman stated that the boat ramps were not tied up more than five minutes at a time, and no more than one day a week.

Commissioner Udell clarified that he did not mean that loggers could use either the new Branford Boat Ramp or the older one.  There was further discussion about the issue.  Mr. Tatman stated that the two companies with which he operated were capable of moving logs twenty or thirty miles to a boat ramp if the need arose.

Commissioner Baker stated that he had received several calls objecting to the use of the boat ramp at Dowling Park, but without external damage to the ramps a case could not hold up in court.  He stated that the ramps needed to be protected because the County could not afford to repair more than one or two boat ramps per year.  He suggested requiring the logging companies retain a bond in the amount of the boat ramp’s cost.

Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Director, stated that use of the parks surrounding the boat ramps should also be considered.

There were further statements by the public concerning dead-head logging.

Commissioner Udell again stated that he did not have a problem with what the logging companies were doing, as long as no damage was done to the public boat ramps.  He suggested an agreement between the Recreation Department and the logging companies in question.

Mr. Harvey stated that DEP issued permits only for specific areas to be logged, and they had to be notified when changing areas of operation.  There was further discussion about the issue.

Commissioner Odom motioned to deny the use of dead-head logging on all boat ramps controlled or operated by Suwannee County.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion and then asked the time frame of operating within Suwannee County.  Mr. Tatman stated that dead-head logging operations had been going on since the 1940s, and would be a continuing operation.  He also stated that the logs brought into his company generated about $200 a log.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney, asked for how long permits were issued.  Mr. Tatman stated that the permits were issued for one-year increments.  Commissioner Baker asked if it were possible for all the logging companies to use only one ramp and provide fees to the County.  There was further discussion about the issue of using both the ramps at Royal Springs and at Dowling Park.  The motion to deny the use of all Suwannee County Boat Ramps for dead-head logging carried, with Commissioner Udell and Chairman Scott opposed.

Commissioner Baker asked for a grace period for those operations that were in progress.

Commissioner Baker motioned to allow the logging companies presently operating to have ten workdays, beginning on Wednesday, July 21 but excluding Sundays, to complete their logging on Suwannee County Boat Ramps excluding those at Branford, for daylight operations only.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion.  After further discussion, the motion carried, with Commissioner Udell opposed.

Chairman Scott called a short recess at 7:20 p.m.

7:32 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The ninth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter, to open bids for construction of a concession/bathroom/maintenance building at the Live Oak-Suwannee County Sports Complex.

Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson opened the bids.

The first bid was from Harlie Lynch Construction Co. Inc., of Mayo, Florida.  They bid $240,000. They also had three alternate bids: 1) $3,510 for an epoxy-painted CMU, 2)  $10,353 for roofing, and 3) $1,300 for plumbing sensors.

The second bid was from Sun Construction of Suwannee, Inc. of Live Oak.  They bid $266,514.  They also had three alternate bids:  1) $4,448 for an epoxy-painted CMU, 2) $19,400 for roofing, and 3) $2,100 for plumbing sensors.

The third bid was from Robson and Associates, Inc. of Newberry, Florida.  They bid $220,000.

The fourth bid was from Little and Williams, Inc. of Lake City, Florida.  They bid $228,200.  They had three alternate bids:  1) $3,500 for an epoxy-painted CMU, 2) $10,400 for roofing, and 3) $3,260 for plumbing sensors.

The fifth bid was from Gamble and Associates Construction, Inc. of Live Oak.  They bid $260,288.  They had three alternate bids:  1) $7,000 for epoxy-painted CMU, 2) $4,335 for roofing, and 3) $1,400 for plumbing sensors.

The sixth bid was from Scott Peterson Construction Co., Inc. of Jacksonville, Florida.  They bid $304,881.  They had three alternate bids:  1) $2,800 for an epoxy-painted CMU, 2) $10,353 for roofing, and 3) $6,200 for plumbing sensors.

Mr. Greg Scott asked to look at the bids and bring his recommendation back before the Board at a later date, but stated that the apparent low bidder was Robson and Associates of Newberry, Florida, with a bid of $220,000.  The building in question is to be approximately 6,500 square feet.  Mr. Scott stated that there were not enough funds in the Recreation Department budget currently to fund the project as bid.

The tenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving Special Permit Request No. SP-99-07-01 by Howard Douglas of Ausley Harvell Group, Inc., as agent for Clara Wells, to permit an essential service (250 feet telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).

Ms. Robinette Robinson approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.  She then described the permit in detail, the land for which lies off 93rd Road in O’Brien.

Mr. Howard Douglas approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth, County Attorney.  He stated that the tower would be owned and operated by the Sprint Phone Company.  He submitted a handout describing the compound in question and stated that Harriet Wells, the daughter of the property owner, was also present.

Commissioner Udell asked for clarification on the fences surrounding the compound and wires holding the tower.

Chairman Scott expressed concern with the time taken to respond to lights going out.  He suggested fining the company after a certain amount of time.

Commissioner Udell asked that a timely manner be a part of the consideration.  There was also discussion about dismantling towers after six months of disuse and possible County use of the tower.  Commissioner Udell asked if the County could have free use of the tower if the permit was granted.  Mr. Douglas could not make such a commitment.

Commissioner Baker asked if there were any other existing towers close to the proposed locations.  Commissioner Odom stated that the nearest one he was sure of was south of Branford.  There was further discussion about other carriers’ use of the towers.

Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. Airth, County Attorney swore in Ms. Harriet Wells Humphries, the daughter of the property owner.  She stated that she did not know of any opposition to the tower and asked that the request be granted.

Chairman Scott closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Odom asked for clarification on the fines for late response.  Chairman Scott stated that the amount would be whatever it took to get the company to repair its lights.

Commissioner Odom motioned to adopt a resolution approving Special Permit Request No. SP-99-07-01 by Howard Douglas of Ausley Harvell Group, Inc., as agent for Clara Wells, to permit an essential service (250 feet telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zone Agriculture-1, with a fine of $500 per day after the first 48 hours notice to repair lights that failed.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-57)

The eleventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution determining that changes proposed to the approved Development of Regional Impact (DRI) by the Advent Christian Village, Inc, do not constitute a substantial deviation from the original development order.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and stated that Chapter 380 of the Florida Statutes discussed land development.  He stated that changes of use that would drastically alter the regional impacts of the area would require a change in the master plan.  Mr. Harvey asked the Board to approve the resolution, thereby showing that the changes would not significantly alter the original development order.

Mr. Airth, County Attorney, swore in Mr. Jim Skank, representing the Advent Christian Village.  He stated that the request would reduce the maximum number of residential units from 865 to 845 and reduce the space for office use from 80,000 to 70,000 square feet.

Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.

There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Baker stated that the change would actually reduce the density in the area.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt a resolution determining that changes proposed to the approved Development of Regional Impact by the Advent Christian Village, Inc., do not constitute a substantial deviation from the original development order.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-56)

The twelfth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance approving Comprehensive Plan amendment Application No. CPA 99-01 by the Advent Christian Village, Inc. from Residential-5 to Commercial.

Ms. Robinette Robinson approached the podium and stated that agenda item numbers twelve and thirteen would be together.  She stated that the two agenda items were necessary because of the altered construction site of the administrative building and then described the proposed ordinance in detail.

Commissioner Odom asked for clarification.  Ms. Robinson stated that the Advent Christian Village was trading residential and commercial locations.

Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.

There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt an ordinance approving Comprehensive Plan amendment Application No. CPA 99-01 by the Advent Christian Village, Inc., from Residential-5 to Commercial.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 99-09)

The thirteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance approving Rezoning Request No. RZ-99-07-01 by the Advent Christian Village, Inc. from Residential Multiple Family-3 (RMF-3) to Commercial General.

Ms. Robinson stated that the basics of the proposed ordinance were the same as the previous agenda item.

Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.


There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt an ordinance approving Rezoning Request No. RZ-99-07-01 by the Advent Christian Village, Inc., from Residential Multiple Family-3 to Commercial General.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 99-10)

The fourteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance approving Application No. LDR-99-01 by the Advent Christian Village, Inc. to amend Section 4.8.7 of the County Land Development Regulations by adding language providing for alternative setbacks for mobile homes in mobile home parks existing prior to the adoption of the LDRs on September 3, 1992.

Ms. Robinson described the proposed ordinance in detail.

Mr. Skank approached the podium and stated that the proposed ordinance would allow for additional flexibility while increasing the minimum required distance between any two mobile homes to 35 feet.

Commissioner Odom clarified that the Advent Christian Village mobile home park would be the only one affected, because it was the only mobile home park present before the adoption of the Land Development Regulations in 1992.

Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.

There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt an ordinance approving Application No. LDR-99-01 by the Advent Christian Village, Inc., to amend Section 4.8.7 of the county Land Development Regulations by adding language providing for alternative setbacks for mobile homes in mobile home parks existing prior to the adoption of the LDRs on September 3, 1992.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 99-11)

Chairman Scott called a fifteen-minute break at 8:25 p.m.

July 20, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

8:38 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request by Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, to request approval to replace the Coke machine at the rear entrance of the Courthouse with a Pepsi machine.

Mr. Henderson approached the podium and stated that there had been problems with service for the current Coke machine.  He asked that a local vendor, Pepsi Company of Lake City, replace the current Coke vendor.

Commissioner Baker stated that several employees had spoken to him about keeping the Coke machine, and suggested speaking with the different departments to find out what drinks they preferred.

Mr. Greg Scott stated that his department had a contract with Pepsi and that a contract could be considered to increase the commission.

Commissioner Udell asked if the employees of the Courthouse had been asked their opinions on the matter.  Mr. Henderson stated that the employees had come to him.  Commissioner Udell agreed with Commissioner Baker’s suggestion that a Coke and Pepsi machine be placed with access for the Courthouse employees.  There was further discussion about the issue.  Deputy Clerk Eric Musgrove clarified that the Pepsi machine would include a caffeine-free, diet drink as well as a fruit drink, giving employees a larger choice of drinks.

Commissioner Udell motioned to add a Pepsi machine to the Courthouse, pending finding an area to place it and Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson suggested the Board designate someone to administer the vending machines.  Commissioner Udell stated that Paul Dial, Maintenance Director, be in charge of seeing that they remain in operation.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for authorization to advertise for bids for four motor graders.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that the last time graders were purchased (1998), the average cost for a grader was $3,292.92 per year.  He requested using last year’s specifications for the advertisement for bidding.

Commissioner Odom asked for clarification for the scarifier for the graders.  Mr. Brown stated that the four graders requested would not need them.

Commissioner Taylor asked if renting or purchasing was more cost-effective.  Mr. Brown stated that purchasing with buy-back was far less costly than renting a grader.


Commissioner Udell stated that the buy-back program was far better than renting and asked for clarification on the number of hours on the graders being returned.  Mr. Brown stated that none of the graders were over the 7,000 hours maximum requirement. Commissioner Udell asked that in the future the graders be used up to their maximum amount of hours.

Commissioner Udell motioned to advertise for bids for four motor graders.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and after further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to consider awarding a bid for landfill gas collection system modifications tabled during the July 6, 1999, Board meeting.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and stated that at the last meeting, he had just received information about the bids and had not had time to discuss them prior to the July 6 meeting.  He stated that he still had not had time to discuss the issue and asked that it be tabled until the August 3 regular meeting.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table awarding the bid for landfill gas collection system modifications until August 3, 1999.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to select an option for the Rodeo Arena design.

Mr. Harvey stated that workshop discussions of July 13 had left the bid awards pending but had asked for options.  He stated that funds were available to account for increased costs associated with redesigning, and that approximately $182,000 would be required for redesign and construction if using the original low bidder.  He suggested the Board place a change order for modifications.  He discussed the issue further.

Commissioner Udell asked for clarification on costs associated with canceling a contract.  Mr. Hatfield, representing Gamble and Associates Construction (the original low bidder), stated that in the thirty years of Gamble and Associates Construction Company’s history, there had been no cancellation of a contract to know all the cost related to a cancellation.  Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth for the legalities of using the original low bidder even if their final price was slightly above the second-lowest bidder.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated that re-bidding would require a cancellation of the original contract and the loss of deposit, but would require further research until he made a legal suggestion.

There were questions about who had designed the building in question.  Mr. Curtis Keen, County Engineer, stated that each company designs their own buildings within the specifications provided.  There was further discussion about the issue of engineering.

Commissioner Udell stated that companies have to certify their buildings and would not allow the County to design a building behind which they would stand.

Commissioner Odom asked that if re-bidding was necessary, who would be responsible for paying the building company through which Gamble and Associates Construction was going to construct the building.  Mr. Airth stated that the Board would probably receive a request for an appearance in court to pay the down payment.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table the Rodeo Arena design until the July 27, 1999, workshop, at which time the County Attorney should have determined the legalities of changing contract specifications.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to accept a Courthouse Renovation Grant  in the amount of $375,000 from the State Bureau of Historic Preservation.

Mr. Harvey stated that the money was available upon the acceptance by the Board of the contract.  He then discussed the quarterly payment options in detail.

Commissioner Baker asked for clarification of setting up a separate account of interest gained on page one of the grant award agreement.  Mr. Harvey stated that there was already a budget item for collecting historic grant funds.

Commissioner Udell motioned to accept a Courthouse Renovation Grant in the amount of $375,000 from the State Bureau of Historic Preservation.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 99-??)

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider possible action on the use of public boat ramps for logging from rivers.

This item had already been discussed prior to agenda item number 9.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was to select projects for Legislative Budget Requests for Budget Year 2000-2001.

Mr. Harvey stated that the legislative process for allocations had changed and that the Governor had vetoed some Suwannee County requests.  He asked that the Board authorize preparation and submittal of documents for further grant requests.  There was further discussion about the issue.  Mr. Greg Scott asked for suggestions for grant requests that he could provide to the State.

Commissioner Odom motioned to allow Mr. Harvey to prepare and submit grant requests for additional funding.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to receive the Fiscal Year 1998-1999 Audit Report.

Mr. Harvey submitted the 1998-1999 Audit Report to the Board and suggested that the Board discuss the audit in detail at the workshop scheduled for July 27, 1999.

Commissioner Udell motioned to receive the 1998-1999 Audit Report.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was to set Fiscal Year 1999-2000 Budget Review and adoption of schedule.

Mr. Harvey suggested that a presentation on the preliminary maximum mil rate to the Board of County Commissioners (9.050) be set for August 3, with a motion to defer presentation of the tentative budget until August 23.  He then suggested that between August 23 and August 27, Board workshops with Constitutional Officers, Department Heads, and Outside Agencies be held.  Mr. Harvey also suggested that on September 7, a tentative budget hearing at 5:15 p.m. could be held, with adoption of the final budget set for 5:30 p.m. on September 21.

Commissioner Udell motioned to set the 1999-2000 Budget Process Schedule as aforementioned by Mr. Harvey with a wavier on the 15-day submittal of the budget after certification.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further discussion about waiving statutory requirements, the motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Harvey stated that in 1998, the Board appointed a Budget Committee, but suggested that he work on the budget without the committee, unless assistance by the various officers was needed.


Commissioner Baker motioned to dissolve the Budget Committee for Fiscal Year 1999-2000.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a report by Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, on the feasibility of the County’s possibly vacating property located off 50th Street in District 1.

Mr. Airth postponed the issue until August 3.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There were four listed additional agenda items.

a) Refund $2,500 to Ron Walton of Butterfield Acres and authorize proceeding with the paving project.

Mr. Harvey stated that Mr. Walton had submitted a check for $2,500 to cover possible shortages, but if others sent in their scheduled amounts, that his money be refunded.  He asked that refunding be deferred until he could speak with Mr. Walton and Mr. Butterfield.

Commissioner Baker motioned for approval of the Butterfield Acres Project and to table the issue of refunding the $2,500 until further discussion with Mr. Walton and Mr. Butterfield.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

b) Discuss work done off Holmes Road.

Commissioner Baker stated that the road had been maintained by the County, but was never officially deeded to the County.  He stated that the road had not shown up in the Road Department computer system since 1995, but had been graded on a regular basis since the early 1970’s.  Commissioner Baker then discussed the specifics of the road in question and asked that the Board address the road off Holmes Road and others like it.

Commissioner Udell asked for specifics on when the road had last been graded.  Commissioner Baker stated that the road had been filled and graded the Thursday before this meeting at his behest.  After reading an operator’s report, Commissioner Udell stated that the road had also been graded in June and it was only natural for Commissioner Baker to assume that the road was County property and thanked Commissioner Baker for his efforts and candidacy in the matter.

Commissioner Baker asked that Mr. Brown and his staff draw up a list of roads like that off Holmes Road and their histories.  He also asked that Mr. Brown, Mr. Airth, and Mr. Harvey draw up a policy for such roads.  There was further discussion about the issue.  Mr. Brown asked the Board and County Attorney to determine if the road off Holmes Road was a County road.  He stated that he had not found records indicating that the road had actually been opened to the County.

Commissioner Udell stated that since the road in question off Holmes Road had been graded prior to Commissioner Baker’s request, Commissioner Baker was not responsible and should not be held liable for the grading of a road that could possibly be a private road.  There was further discussion about the issue.  Commissioner Udell suggested speaking with the supervisor, Jessie Caruthers, who had agreed to the grading of Holmes Road and possible disciplinary action.

Mr. Henderson, Clerk of Court, agreed with a policy for maintaining roads.  He objected to pointing a finger at a supervisor when the road had been graded for over twenty years.  He then described several other roads in the immediate area and the lack of 911 addresses for some houses in the area that were equally questionable and being County maintained.  He suggested an expert in legalities be appointed to determine if roads were County roads or not and that a policy be put into effect for everyone’s protection, including the employees of the Road Department.

Commissioner Odom left the meeting at 10:20 p.m.

Commissioner Odom returned to the meeting at 10:22 p.m.

Chairman Scott called a fifteen-minute break at 10:29 p.m.

July 20, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

10:39 p.m.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.  Discussion continued on Holmes Road and others related to it.


Commissioner Udell stated that there were higher expectations for employees whose pay was more than $51,000 (including benefits), and that the supervisor should be able to make competent decisions at that type of pay.


Mr. Airth stated that the road appeared to be a County road since the road had been graded for more than four years.


Deputy Clerk Mike Tyson, speaking as a concerned citizen of Suwannee County, stated that the Board had been discussing the issue of clearing up road policies regularly for over a year and half and had as of yet done nothing about it.  He was concerned with the Board’s inaction and suggested they create a policy in the near future.

c) Select a road project to utilize funds to be received from Anderson Columbia.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that Anderson Columbia had offered $50,000 for repaving but that the road must already be level and ready to asphalt.  He asked that the Board approve acceptance of the free paving and determine which road to repave.  There was some discussion about the issue.


Commissioner Taylor and Commissioner Udell suggested a road off U.S. 129 in the area of Mt. Sinai Church be repaved.


Commissioner Udell motioned to repave 150th Street to Mt. Sinai Church with the funds provided by Anderson Columbia.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion.  After further discussion about what type of roads fell within the specifications and possible alternatives, the motion to repave 150th Street carried, with Commissioner Odom opposed.


d)
Discuss the Ingram Road Project.

Mr. Brown stated that the Board had agreed to close a portion of the road and then asked Mr. Airth to continue the discussion.  Mr. Airth stated that some citizens had changed their minds in the interim about closing a portion of Ingram Road.  Mr. Airth stated that the concerns of the citizens involved a guarantee that the old portion of Ingram Road be closed upon completion of the new portion.  Mr. Airth stated that the only legal option was for the Board to abandon a portion of the road.  The Board could not deed the abandoned portion to anyone.  There was further discussion about the issue.

Commissioner Udell motioned to advertise for bids to repave a portion of Ingram Road at whichever road bed is available when ready to proceed.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth-sixth item on the agenda was public comments.

Ms. Clara Inglehart approached the podium and asked about the progress of the prison site near Wellborn.  She expressed concern with the Board’s lack of action to date.

Mr. Harvey stated that progress for the proposed prison continued, but that due to changes in government, employees of the Florida Department of Corrections were currently occupied with other tasks.  He stated that Jimmy Prevatt, local attorney, was presently occupied with gathering expert testimony and other aspects of the proposed prison hearings.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was staff reports.

Ed C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, discussed current chiller problems, mechanical work in the jail, and payment of Clerk’s fees, which he stated would probably be discussed at the August 3 meeting.  He also discussed the Public Relations Commission meeting that would be held on August 19, and requirements for employees limiting additional agenda items in the future.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, thanked several members of his staff who had installed the reconditioned engine for the rock crusher at Branford.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated that a library position in Branford would be advertised next week and also discussed other related items.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing else to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, was not present.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Due to an oversight by the County Office, there were no invoices presented for the Board to consider.  Chairman Scott stated that invoices would be considered for approval at the recessed meeting of July 27, 1999.
The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  There was none.

Commissioner Udell motioned to recess the meeting until 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 27, 1999, and Commissioner Taylor seconded.  The motion to recess carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed at 11:25 p.m., to be reconvened at 3:00 p.m. on July 27, 1999.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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