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June 1, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Eric Musgrove and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m., and asked Commissioner Odom to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There was one listed additional agenda item.

A) Discuss procedure for releasing information and copies of documents to the public.

Chairman Scott then called for further additional items.  There were none.

Commissioner Odom motioned to add the aforementioned item to the agenda.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to recognize individual and group achievements of the Suwannee County Future Farmers of America.

Chairman Scott read the list of recognized FFA members, and the public present applauded them.  Mr. Bill Brothers, FFA advisor, approached the podium and thanked the Board for recognizing his students.  Mr. Brothers also thanked Kelly Barnes, another FFA advisor, for her assistance.

Commissioner Odom stated that as a past participant of FFA he was glad for such opportunities for young people and said that it would be something the students would never forget.

Commissioner Taylor thanked Mr. Brothers for his help in the County’s future.

Chairman Scott then asked for all recognized members to stand and have a group photograph taken.

The third item on the agenda was to consider authorizing the Suwannee River Water Management District to advertise bids for repairs to the boat ramp on the Suwannee River at Branford.

Mr. Jerry Scarborough, Executive Director of the Suwannee River Water Management District, approached the podium and asked his assistant, Brian Cox, to describe the proposed repairs to the Branford boat ramp.  The repairs would involve removing part of the existing ramp and replacing it with a new concrete ramp that would extend further into the river.  Mr. Scarborough described the proposed schedule for construction if approved, then stated that the boat ramp would be unusable for about six weeks.  There was discussion about alternate boat ramps to be used until repairs were completed.

Commissioner Odom motioned to allow the Suwannee River Water Management District to advertise for repairs to the boat ramp on the Suwannee River at Branford.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The fourth item on the agenda was a discussion by Elizabeth Stevens about a letter from the Public Works Director regarding a fence.

Ms. Stevens approached the podium and asked if further research had been accomplished.

Commissioner Baker stated that it would be several weeks before the State would return ownership of the right-of-way to the County.  He stated that there were three options the County could take:  1)  a special permit on only the affected area, which would cost the County nothing; 2) a lease of the area, the cost of which would vary; and 3) placing the fence on the property line, which would be the responsibility of the owner.  Commissioner Baker then discussed additional responsibilities of the County and the property owner, then stated that the County could not adopt a plan until the Florida Department of Transportation made their decision and returned the right-of-way to the County.

Ms. Stevens suggested a permitting fee in Suwannee County and thanked Commissioner Baker for his assistance.  Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, stated that the maintenance contract had been turned over to the County, but not the actual land.  The Board agreed to wait until the right-of-way was returned to the County.

The fifth item on the agenda was a discussion by Bob Langley on reckless driving and excessive speed by an EMS employee.

Chairman Scott stated that Mr. Langley would not be present but asked that Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, approach the podium and speak about the issue.

Mr. McDonald stated that all regulations had been followed in responding to an emergency, then asked Mr. Scott Pate to show a short video on the vehicle in question.  Mr. McDonald then reiterated that all procedures had been followed.

The sixth item on the agenda was a discussion by Eddy Hillhouse, President of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance, on economic development.

This item was discussed in conjunction with agenda item number seven.

The seventh item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution adopting the Overall Economic Development Program, 1998 Annual Report as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

Mr. Scott Koon of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council approached the podium.  He spoke about economic development and applying for further economic development grants.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution adopting the Overall Economic Development Program, 1998 Annual Report as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-48)

Chairman Scott then called Mr. Eddy Hillhouse, President of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance, to the podium.  Mr. Hillhouse stated that the 1998 report was inaccurate and out of date, since some of the issues had since been resolved.  He then stated that nearly all of the lots in the Live Oak/Suwannee County Industrial Park had been sold, and currently studies of other sites of economic development were being conducted.  One such site is the old Wallace Trailer Company area.  Mr. Hillhouse then discussed progress with the proposed cement plant near Branford, citing that the Economic Alliance had agreed to the cement plant provided they met DEP and EPA standards.  He also stated that the cement plant would provide some $1,200,000 in additional ad valorem taxes.  Mr. Hillhouse discussed further economic development and advertising in the County.

Commissioner Udell asked if there had been any proposals for 101st Street, which ran along the east side of the proposed industrial site off Highway 90.  Mr. Hillhouse stated that one of his staff was presently engaged in the project.

Chairman Scott called a ten-minute break at 9:54 a.m.
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10:04 a.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The eighth item on the agenda was to hold a second public hearing pertaining to the Community Development Block Grant Application for Fiscal Year 1999.  This item had to be discussed at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Mr. Scott Koon returned to the podium and described the application.  He showed a short video summarizing the project.  He then asked for questions and submitted a booklet distributed by Housing and Urban Development.

Mr. Koon discussed the procedure in detail, including changes to the grant.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt a resolution adopting the amended procurement procedures for the Community Development Block Grant.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after further discussion about Suwannee County’s rank for receiving grant money, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-49)

Mr. Koon then described a resolution adopting amended employment goals for affirmative action.


Commissioner Odom motioned to adopt a resolution adopting the amended employment goals for affirmative action.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion, then asked about clarification on the categories and parities involved in the proposed resolution.  Mr. Koon stated that the County had achieved parity in every aspect of the labor force except the service worker force.  After further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-51)


The last item on Mr. Koon’s agenda was to hold a second public hearing pertaining to the Community Development Block Grant Application for Fiscal Year 1999.  The application would request assistance in repairing the Wellborn water system.


Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.  There were none.  Chairman Scott then closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt the Community Development Block Grant Application for Fiscal Year 1999.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-50)

The ninth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to the codification of Suwannee County ordinances.  This item had to be discussed at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Mr. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, approached the podium and stated that there were additional charges for extra pages in excess of the contract estimate of $7,500.00 that he would discuss at a later date.  He then stated that the proposed ordinance would enact the Codified Ordinances and allow updates and revisions.

Chairman Scott then opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and he closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt an ordinance pertaining to the codification of the Suwannee County ordinances.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 99-08)

The tenth item on the agenda was a discussion by Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, on options for Board bank accounts.

Mr. Henderson withdrew the discussion until his staff report.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to consider selection of an auditing firm for review of the Clerk’s fee billings.

Commissioner Baker recommended Davis, Monk, and Company, since they had an attorney on their staff, but either auditing firm (the other being Williams, Cox, Weidner, and Cox) would work equally well.

Chairman Scott asked Mr. Henderson to express his opinions.

Mr. Henderson stated that he was looking for a truly independent auditor with his or her own legal counsel, with no inside help such as the County Attorney.  He did not want the special auditor to use current independent auditors’ recommendations and findings and suggested Davis, Monk, and Company to audit the Clerk’s billing fee issue.  There was discussion about fees for the special auditing firm.

Commissioner Baker motioned to allow Davis, Monk, and Company to audit the Clerk’s fee billings.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request by Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, for adoption of a resolution to amend the Recycling Fund.

Chairman Scott stated that this item was to be removed from the agenda until a later date, at which time Ms. Mixon could present the amendment.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to consider authorizing the execution of the Florida Department of Transportation Maintenance Agreement for the proposed Greenway Trail from Branford to the Ichetucknee River.

Chairman Scott described the issue in general, then asked Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for additional comments.

Commissioner Odom motioned to authorize the execution of the Florida Department of Transportation Maintenance Agreement for the proposed Greenway Trail from Branford to the Ichetucknee River.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement No. 99-??)

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a discussion by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, on a proposed center turn lane on CR 417 at Walter Lawson’s C & D Landfill.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and described the proposed lane on CR 417.  The proposed turn lane would create a stacking area for semi trucks to park and still leave room for ingress and egress into the landfill.  Mr. Brown requested that the road be either cement or asphalt to alleviate mud problems.

Commissioner Odom agreed with Mr. Brown’s request for cement or asphalt for the entrance.

Mr. McDonald stated that the actual road in question was CR 795, the Boys Ranch Road, instead of CR 417 as stated.

Commissioner Udell motioned to omit the proposed turn lane on CR 795, instead double striping the aforementioned road near Walter Lawson’s C & D Landfill, and allow widened ingress and egress to the same.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and after further discussion and clarification the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to consider extending the time to accept C & D trash in the County’s Class I Landfill.

Mr. Brown described the problem in general.  The Board at an earlier meeting had approved the acceptance of C & D trash in the landfill at $50.00 a ton.  Mr. Brown asked that the option be extended until another landfill was opened.

Commissioner Udell motioned to extend the time to accept C & D trash in the County’s Class I Landfill for six months.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for permission to lease five additional acres in Fiscal Year 1999-2000 for limerock mining by the County at the Hatch Mine near Branford.

Mr. Brown stated that accelerated mining at the Hatch Mine due to the flood disaster had depleted the amount of limerock at the present site, but that the Hatches had agreed to lease an additional five acres for mining.

Commissioner Odom stated that he had spoken with the Hatches and they had agreed to the same cost per acre as in the original lease, which was $3,000.00.  The conditions of the lease would allow the County to mine to a depth of the water table, at which time the lease would expire.

Commissioner Odom motioned to lease five additional acres beginning in Fiscal Year 1999-2000 for limerock mining at the Hatch Mine.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for approval to begin work on Ingram Road.

Mr. Brown described the work in some detail.  The proposed work would decrease the sharp angles of Ingram Road by creating a straighter portion slightly to the north of the present road and return the old section of road to Mr. Ingram.  Mr. Brown asked that the limerock from the abandoned portion of the road be taken off for later use, at which time the land would revert to Mr. Ingram.

Mr. Brown then discussed a portion of 53rd Road, which runs off Ingram Road.  He suggested catch boxes instead of ditches that would redirect the water, which had been washing out the road.  There was further discussion about 53rd Road.  Mr. Tim Altman, the owner of the property adjoining the road in question, stated that he would deed a small amount of land on front of his property to allow a ditch or drainage pipe to be created and avoid worsened flooding caused by the paving projects.  There was then further discussion about regulations and costs of piping and ditches and other associated items.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, spoke about the work on Ingram Road and stated that all the Board could do was hold a public hearing to abandon the portion of Ingram Road in question.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to do whatever was required to abandon the portion of Ingram Road in question and hold a public hearing to that affect in the future.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown asked if his employees could begin work at 7:30 a.m. instead of 8:00 a.m. as of present, since school was out for the summer.  The employees would leave work at 4:00 p.m. instead of 4:30 p.m.  The issue was not put to a vote but the Board members agreed to the request.

Chairman Scott called a short break at 11:13 a.m.

June 1, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

11:24 a.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.  Chairman Scott stated that Mr. Aubrey Fowler, a longtime supporter of Suwannee County development, had passed away on May 31, 1999, and asked for a moment of silence to honor him.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request by Commissioner Robert Taylor for authorization to retain engineering services to design the South County Fire Station.

Commissioner Taylor stated that Mr. Dan Sivyer, County Fire Coordinator, had asked him to present his request.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to retain engineering services to design the South County Fire Station.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Commissioner Odom then asked about the length of time required to build the station.  Commissioner Taylor stated that it would take approximately six to eight weeks to complete the structure, and requested that if built of block, that it be to 300 PSI standards in order to be used as a fallout shelter.  Commissioner Baker asked for clarification on whose engineering services were being retained and if bids were required.  Commissioner Taylor stated that Keen Engineering provided the present engineering services for the County and could design the building.  There was further discussion about the bidding process and obtaining professional services, and then the motion to solicit engineering services carried unanimously.

There was further discussion about the issue of emergency status for the building of the South County Fire Station.

Commissioner Odom motioned that because of the emergency status presented by lack of fire service to many south county homes, the engineering services be provided by Keen Engineering Services without requesting bids and the Board should declare an emergency.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  After further advice from County Attorney Hal A. Airth and discussion about what actually constituted an emergency, Commissioners Udell and Odom withdrew their second and motion, respectively.  There was further discussion about the issue, and it was agreed to advertise for proposals and bids.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to consider making an application for tax deeds from the certified list of county certificates from the Tax Collector’s Office.

Mr. Airth stated that Florida Law required the County to apply for a tax deed after two years, with certain exceptions.  There were ten parcels certified by the Tax Collector currently under consideration.  The law required the County to make an application upon only one of the parcels.  There was discussion about the parcels in question and the costs to apply for tax deeds, which would be $225.00 to bring each parcel to sale.

Commissioner Udell motioned to make an application only on the tax deed required by law on Lot 44, Unit 2, of Suwannee Belle Estates, from the certified list of county certificates from the Tax Collector’s Office.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further clarification about costs the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider reappointing the following individuals to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals:

a) Sam Carter and Andy Bradley as regular members.

b) Larry Schattle, Jr. as an alternate member.

Commissioner Baker motioned to reappoint Sam Carter and Andy Bradley as regular members and Larry Schattle, Jr., as an alternate member on the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There was one listed additional agenda item.

A) Discuss procedure for releasing information and copies of documents to the public.

Commissioner Udell submitted copies of requests for public records to the other members of the Board.  He then read a portion of Chapter 119.07 of the Florida Statutes.  The read portions stated that the public must have access to public records but for extensive research the holder of the public records could charge for services, labor, and use of materials.  Commissioner Udell suggested a fair procedure for information requests, including prepaying a portion of the cost and avoiding disruptive or intimidating demands upon the Board’s employees.

Mr. Henderson, Clerk of Court, approached the podium and stated that the County Attorney could advise the Board what can be charged under Florida laws.  He stated that the public could view the records and then decide which items they wanted copied at the current lawful rate of $.15 per page.

There was further discussion about the issue.  Commissioner Udell stated that his intent was to have a procedure to view and copy public records by which all citizens and other County officers would abide.  There was discussion about the specific intent of copying public records and giving the public access to their records.  Mr. Henderson stated that at the present there was a problem with receiving public records from the Road Department and suggested that this is the problem that needs to be investigated.


Mr. Henderson did not believe that his public records request from one of the County departments within forty-eight hours was unreasonable, since the information had already been compiled for a citizen who had previously requested the same information and had not yet picked it up.

Chairman Scott then called a break for lunch at 12:08 p.m., to return at 2:30 p.m.
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2:31 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was public comments.

Mr. George Fuller approached the podium and stated that he had gathered information on drop tanks for the volunteer fire departments that had been suggested some six years ago.  He stated that he would be present at the next meeting of the Fire Committee and would present a packet to the Board describing his proposal at a later Board meeting.

Commissioner Baker asked what kinds of tanks were being suggested.  Mr. Fuller stated that they would be 2,000-gallon drop tanks to allow the tankers to replenish without driving a long distance.  The total cost for the tanks would be some $28,459 for the ten locations that were too far from stations to be easily accessible, and it was hoped that the tanks would save time and money in the long run.  There was further discussion about the issue.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was staff reports.

Ed C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, was not present.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, was not present.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a handout describing project expenses for networking the local libraries.  He spoke about the grant that would provide much of these funds.  Mr. Hales stated that the library would be refunded at least $88,623.00 from grants, if not more.  He spoke about the library staff and of the recent visit of the Florida Secretary of State Katherine Harris.  Mr. Hales wanted to thank Ms. Prescott and Mr. Harvard of the Suwannee-Hamilton County Vo-Tech and Suwannee County School Board, respectively, for their assistance in training his staff on computers.  Lastly, he said that the late Aubrey Fowler was a friend of the library.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present, but had delegated his report to Mrs. Dianne Herring, Chief Deputy of Finance.  Mrs. Herring discussed an interest report for public funds for Fiscal Year 1999 to date.  She stated that $105,118.61 had been collected in interest from restricted funds, $77,126 from enterprise funds collected from special assessments, and $77,916.00 from unrestricted funds.  Ms. Herring stated that total earnings to date in interest from the County’s operating money were $260,261.00.  Mrs. Herring brought to the attention of the Board two items that had negative interest earning; the Library Fund and the Emergency Management Fund.  These funds were in effect borrowing money from the other County departments until further revenue was collected.  She then described the process of earning or assigning a negative interest.

Mr. Hales voiced concern about the length of time it took for him to receive checks for state funding and the impact on the Library budget.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, was not present.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, spoke about grant activity for the Recreation Department, including $50,000 for the park in Wellborn, $50,000 for Hale Park in Live Oak, and a $250,000 Legislative Line Item for a Recreation Complex building that would allow the recently erected lights to be turned on.  Mr. Scott also discussed grant applications for the present Fiscal Year, some of which had been vetoed by the Governor and would unlikely be passed and other grant applications whose status was currently unknown or for which no decision had been made.  He also discussed refuse at the local springs, which was greater than anticipated, and day camps which were currently in operation.

Commissioner Odom asked who was to pick up garbage at the Santa Fe Boat Ramp and Park.  Mr. Scott thought the Road Department was in charge but was not sure, although he was certain that the Recreation Department was not responsible for it since they were only in charge of the springs.  There was further discussion about the areas covered by the Recreation Department and the need for an organized trash pickup system.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve batches 99-0377 - 99-399, excluding batch number 99-390, (which was deleted) for a total of $1,103,840.64.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED 06-01-99

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
247,528.96

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
561,775.53

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
281.24

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
11,637.89

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
10.82

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
17.32

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
15,264.76

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
4,452.27

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
11.09

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
104,777.16

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
35,897.66

172
RECREATION FUND
$
10,502.50

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
20,271.64

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
16.15

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
17.32

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
70,250.90

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
21,127.43


BATCHES 99-0377 - 99-0399, excluding 99-390




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,103,840.64

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  There was none.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 3:08 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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