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April 27, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


4:30 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a recessed meeting and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and make a decision concerning the Butterfield Acres Project.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order at 4:29 p.m.

Chairman Scott stated that a twenty-foot width road is current requirement in the Land Development Regulations for new paving of roads.  There was discussion about changing the width requirements of interior roads within a subdivision.

Mr. Ed Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, approached the podium and stated that the Department of Transportation may have some requirements and control of roads that must be considered.  Mr. Harvey advised that he had spoken with the Department of Transportation and had come to conclusion that a road must have a twenty-foot width if it impacted a state road.  However, in the cases of “local roads” that did not affect state roads, there were several criteria that allow less than a twenty-foot width.

Mr. Harvey also stated that the Board should decide on how to proceed to contract with the residents of Butterfield Acres for receiving the funds for the proposed project.

Mr. George Fuller approached the podium and stated that the reason for making twenty-foot-wide roads was to decrease destruction of road edges by larger vehicles.  There was further discussion about the issue.

Mr. Harvey then read state regulations for eighteen-foot-wide roads.  He then stated that the proposed road project would meet all requirements.  It was proposed to have an asphalt thickness of 1¼ inches on the interior roads with an eighteen-foot width.  The paved portion of 104th Street would have 1½ inches of asphalt and retain the twenty-foot width.  The width and thickness of 104th Street would require $6,800 beyond the funds available from the Butterfield Acres residents.

There was discussion about the amount of money needed to complete the project and contacting landowners on the southern half of 104th Street for possible additional funds.

Mr. Harvey suggested that Mr. Airth discuss the proposed resolution with the Board.  There was discussion about how to accept the money of the Butterfield Acres residents (although they are not a legal entity or organization) without undue risk to the residents or the Board.  There was discussion about the issue that there was no legal entity with which the County could contract, as there was no legal Butterfield association.  Mr. Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, suggested the Butterfield residents form a corporation for the sole purpose of legally binding the residents to a contract with the County.  There was discussion as to the cost of forming a corporation.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 5:00 p.m.

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 5:02 p.m.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt the resolution allowing Suwannee County to accept money from the individuals of Butterfield Acres for road improvement projects with some further motions to amend and clarify the resolution to be added.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution 99-45).

Commissioner Baker motioned to set up a separate fund to receive the Butterfield Acres money and the interest earned.  The names and amounts of contributions of each resident was to be furnished by the Butterfield residents.  Also, included in the motion was a waiver of interest earned in the intervening period between receipt of funds and the use or return of the funds.  Commissioner Odom seconded.

Commissioner Baker then amended his motion to include that all interest earned in the intervening period be kept in the fund to apply toward the cost of paving 104th Street.  Commissioner Odom seconded the amendment, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The motion to set up a separate fund to receive the Butterfield Acres money, the names and amounts of contributors, and a waiver of interest earned in the intervening period between the receipt and use or return of funds carried unanimously.

There was further discussion about possible tax deductions for the project.

Mr. Harvey asked the Board to clarify their recessed public hearing on the dairy farm issue first brought up on April 20, 1999.  After further discussion, it was the request of Mr. Harvey and Mr. Airth to re-advertise the public hearing for the dairy farm that would limit speaking to new information gained by the Board.

Commissioner Udell motioned to re-advertise a continuation of the public hearing for the dairy farm.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott asked for any further questions.

There was discussion about the difference between public hearings and public comments.  It was agreed that a public hearing ended immediately before the Board deliberated and that public “comments” were also to be sworn testimony.

Commissioner Odom motioned to adjourn the recessed meeting.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 5:24 p.m.
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