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April 20, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Eric Musgrove, and Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m., and led the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were no listed additional agenda items.

Chairman Scott called for further additional items.  There were none.

The second item on the agenda was a discussion by Earlene McGee on re-opening 64th Place as a public road in District 4.

Mrs. McGee came to the podium and stated that she would like to be able to access her property.

Commissioner Udell asked Mrs. McGee how long the cattle gap had been on the road.  Mrs. McGee did not know.  Commissioner Udell also stated that he could find no mention of the County closing the road, and would like to know who was able to have the road closed.  Commissioner Udell then asked Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, who had closed the road and for how long.

Mr. Brown stated that the road had been closed for some time.

Mr. Ed Howell, the owner of the land surrounding the road in question, stated that the Board of County Commissioners in the early 1980’s closed the road at his request.

There was some discussion between Mrs. McGee and the aforementioned landowner about the matter.

Commissioner Baker asked if Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, could research this matter.

Mr. Airth stated that the road would revert to the former landowner if the County had closed the road.  There was further discussion about the issue.

Commissioner Udell asked that Mr. Airth and Mr. Brown research the matter to determine if the County officially closed the road before the Board made any decisions.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table the issue until research had been done to determine if the County had officially closed the road.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion to table carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was a request by Barbara Lewis (MADD) and other representatives of the Suwannee Valley Victim Assistance Coalition to adopt a resolution proclaiming the week of April 25-May 1, 1999, as Crime Victims’ Rights Week in Suwannee County.

Mrs. Lewis approached the podium and asked that one of the members of the Board read the proposed resolution as local members of the Suwannee Valley Victim Assistance Coalition came to the podium.  However, first she spent some time describing the background of her interest in victim’s rights.

Chairman Scott then read the proposed resolution.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 6:25 p.m.

Commissioner Odom motioned to adopt a resolution proclaiming the week of April 25 – May 1, 1999 as Crime Victims’ Rights Week in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-??)

Chairman Scott then presented Mrs. Lewis with the resolution.

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 6:27 p.m.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request by Saunders Tyre, Chief Housing Counselor – Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc., to adopt a resolution approving the Housing Assistance Plans for Fiscal Years 1999-2000, 2000-2001, and 2001-2002.

Mr. Tyre approached the podium and described the changes to the proposed resolution, which would move $25,000 per year into Emergency Repairs, to be administered through the Weatherization Program.

Mr. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, approached the podium and stated that $25,000 had been the most budgeted for Emergency Repairs since the program started, which was only 7% of the current total S.H.I.P. budget.  Mr. Henderson stated that with a $3,000 cap for emergency repairs, only eight people would likely be assisted in the next fiscal year and suggested the amounts be increased.  Mr. Henderson expressed concerns with the money being moved from the S.H.I.P. Program (over which the County has total control) to a Weatherization Program, over which the County has no control.

Mr. Tyre returned to the podium and stated that the Suwannee River Economic Council primarily existed to create new homeowners, not assist old ones.  However, if it were the Board’s wish to allocate more money for Emergency Repairs, he would respect that.

Commissioner Udell asked if the Board had any control over the other assistance plans.  Mr. Tyre stated that the Board would have no control over the funds from the other programs.  Commissioner Udell then stated that $25,000 was not sufficient to repair a respectable number of homes.  He asked for a minimum of $100,000 be placed in Emergency Repairs.  There was discussion between the Board members about the amount of funds to be set aside for Emergency Repairs.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the Housing Assistance Plans for Fiscal Years 1999-2000, 2000-2001, and 2001-2002, but with $50,000 set aside for Emergency Repairs for Fiscal Year 1999-2000 with potential adjustments in subsequent years based on need and adequacy of the funding level.

Commissioner Odom asked that more money be allowed per repair than the original amount set aside ($3,000).

Mr. Henderson asked the Board to set aside $5,000 per request for emergency repairs and keep Emergency Repairs under the S.H.I.P. program instead of placing it under the Weatherization Program.  There was further discussion about the issue and dollar amounts requiring a bid process.

Commissioner Udell modified his motion, to include a maximum per-repair amount of $3,495.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and after further discussion Commissioner Udell further modified his motion to clarify how Emergency Repair funds would be used in conjunction with the Weatherization Program as opposed to administered through, as stated, on page 6, paragraph B, with specific language to be finalized by County Coordinator Ed Harvey.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion as amended, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution 99-41)

Chairman Scott called a short break at 7:00 p.m.
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The fifth item on the agenda was for Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, to present a recommendation from the Insurance Committee pertaining to health insurance for county employees.

Mrs. Mixon approached the podium and described the increased rates for the County’s Av-Med Health Plan.  Mrs. Mixon, on behalf of the Insurance Committee, recommended that the County retain Av-Med under the proposed plan.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the Av-Med Health Care Plan for 1999-2000.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was to open bids (after 7:00 p.m.) for processing and/or removing waste tires from the County landfill.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, approached the podium and asked to read and then study the bids before submitting his recommendation.

The first bidder was Wellabrator Ridge Energy Incorporated. They did not bid for the de-rimming of automobile tires separately, but bid $85 per ton for automobile tires and rims.

The second bidder was Modern Recycling, Inc. of Florida.  They bid $81.87 per ton for tire removal, but was not sure if the bid included de-rimming of tires.  It did not provide for disposal of the rims.

The seventh item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing (after 7:00 p.m.) to consider adoption of a resolution to close all of 153rd Road on an application by Velma Bird.

Mrs. Robinette Robinson, County Planning and Zoning Director, approached the podium and described the request.

Mr. Tim Alcorn approached the podium on behalf of Claude Crapps, who opposed the road closing.  Mr. Alcorn asked that the road closing be denied because it limited access to Mr. Crapp’s property.

Chairman Scott read a letter from Mr. George Dempsey, an adjacent landowner, which asked the Board to deny the road closing.

A representative of Ms. Bird (whose name was not given) stated that the road was on the Velma Bird property, had originally been intended for a school bus to pick up children, and had never been intended for public use.

Commissioner Udell stated that he was not in favor of closing the road because he did not want any land to be landlocked in the future, citing the discussion about agenda item number 2, the reopening of 64th Place.

Commissioner Baker asked Ms. Bird’s representative when the road was graded.  He stated that the road had been a dirt road for a long time, but it had only been within the past 30 years that the road had actually been graded.  There was further discussion about the issue.

Commissioner Odom stated that he could not allow a road to be closed if there was objection to it.

Commissioner Udell motioned to deny the closing of 153rd Road.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing (after 7:00 p.m.) to consider adoption of a resolution to close a portion of 137th Drive on an application by Van P. Hines.

Mrs. Robinson approached the podium and described the request for the closing of the portion of the road in question.  After questioning by Commissioner Udell, Mrs. Robinson stated that the road closing would have no adverse affects to anyone.

Mr. Hines approached the podium and asked if there were any questions for him.  Mr. Hines stated that he had received approval of his neighbors before coming to the Board to request the closing of the road.

Commissioner Udell motioned to close the portion of 137th Road as requested.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Chairman Scott then stated that he had to open the floor to public comments before voting.

Chairman Scott then opened the floor to public comments.  There were no speakers, and Chairman Scott closed the floor to public comments.

The motion to close a portion of 137th Road carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-42)

The ninth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing (after 7:00 p.m.) to consider adoption of a resolution granting a Special Permit (Request No. SP-99-04-01) to allow Intensive Agriculture (new dairy barn and lagoon) on property in the Agriculture-1 zoning district.

Mr. Airth, County Attorney, swore in Ms. Robinette Robinson.   Mrs. Robinson then described the property in question.

Mr. David Norris, the petitioner, approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Norris then stated that the dairy would bring approximately $700,000 to the County and wished to help the young people of the community and his son.

Chairman Scott asked for questions.  It was asked of Mr. Norris how many trucks would be travelling the road in any given month.  Mr. Norris stated that approximately twenty large trucks would enter the land per month.

Mr. Wade Edwards approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Edwards stated that he would speak on behalf of some of the neighbors near the area in question.  He then submitted a handout with information concerning the land use in question, then read the accompanying letter expressing his concerns.

There was a discussion on the amount of vehicle fatalities near the area in question and the issue of well contamination.

Chairman Scott then opened the floor to public comments.  Mrs. Peggy Hamlin approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  She opposed the dairy on the grounds of its stench; increased traffic; larger power poles; and increased accidents.

Mr. Cecil McKinney approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. McKinney stated that he would not have bought his property had there been a dairy on the adjacent land.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 8:22 p.m.

Mr. McKinney confirmed that his research indicated the dairy would be a nuisance.  He asked that if it is to be an area of intensive agriculture, the entire area should be zoned as such instead of mingling homes and dairies.  He then asked that the request be denied.

Mr. Joseph Spilatore came forward and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He stated that he did not reside in the area and did not support the request for a dairy.  He stated the entire area was a water recharge area.

Mr. Edwards returned to the podium, reiterated Mr. Spilatore’s statement, and clarified that the area was second only to the Ichetucknee River basin in amount of water recharge area.

Commissioner Udell returned to meeting at 8:27 p.m.

There was further discussion about the concerns of the neighbors.

Ms. Nancy Metzger approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Ms. Metzger stated that environmentalists had made dairy farmers their target since they were not a large political group.  Ms. Metzger expressed concern with how many dairy products were being shipped into the State as opposed to being locally produced.  There was further discussion about the issue.

Mr. Howard Hamlin approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He expressed concern with the dairy and asked that it be denied.

Mr. Ladson Robinson approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Robinson expressed concern with water drainage, which would run through his property.

Mrs. Geraldine Butts approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  She stated that someone, somewhere could produce the necessary produce, milk, etc. without having a dairy farm on every available property.  Mrs. Butts expressed great concern over the smell of cattle.

Mrs. Melissa Norris approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mrs. Norris stated that approximately 12 years ago, she and her husband were sent a letter from the Live Oak/Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce inviting them to open a dairy in Suwannee County.  She stated that her dairy was under stringent state and federal guidelines that are checked on a regular basis.  Mrs. Norris urged the citizens present to remember what Suwannee County represented and she did not want another Jacksonville or Lake City, but to remain an agriculture-related county.  There was further discussion about the issue.

Chairman Scott called a ten-minute break at 8:54 p.m.
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Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order and continued the public hearing.

Mr. Norman Anders approached the podium and was sworn in by Chairman Scott, as Mr. Airth was not present.  Mr. Anders stated that he was previously a member of the Developmental Authority of Suwannee County and the County had indeed invited dairies and mega-dairies (1,000 head of cattle or more) to come into Suwannee County.  Mr. Anders described his upbringing, stating that his cow farm had not killed him.  He asked that the Board’s decision take into account the needs of everyone involved.

Chairman Scott closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Baker stated that Mr. Norris was a man of integrity, but the dairy would be moving into an established community and intensive agriculture would not be compatible with this particular request.

Commissioner Baker motioned to deny Special Permit Request No. SP-99-04-01.

Commissioner Udell had several questions he wanted answered before making a decision on the matter and did not want to be hasty in his decision; he therefore requested the issue be tabled until further information was gathered.

After further discussion, Commissioner Udell withdrew his request for tabling.  There was further discussion about the issue.

Commissioner Baker’s motion for denial of SP-99-04-01 died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table the issue until further information could be gathered.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Baker asked if the matter had to be discussed after 6:00 p.m.  Ms. Robinette Robinson stated that the Board could set any time for the hearing, but to avoid a requirement to re-advertise, it would need to be tabled until a certain time.

Chairman Scott stated that the issue would be brought back before the Board on May 18, 1999, at 7:00 p.m.

The tenth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing (after 7:00 p.m.) to consider adoption of a resolution granting a Special Permit (Request No. SP-99-04-02) to allow Intensive Agriculture (one additional chicken house less than 300 feet from lot lines) on property in the A-1 zoning district.

Mrs. Robinette Robinson approached the podium and described the property in question.

Mr. Charles Edwards, agent for the petitioners, approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Edwards simply stated that he had five chicken houses and wanted an additional one constructed.

Commissioner Udell thanked Ms. Robinson for having the neighbors’ statements notarized as per a request from a previous meeting.

Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.  There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Odom motioned to adopt Special Permit No. SP-99-04-02.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-43)

The eleventh item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing (after 7:00 p.m.) to consider adoption of a resolution granting a Special Permit (No. SP-99-04-03) to allow Intensive Agriculture (two additional chicken houses less than 300 feet from a lot line) on property in the A-1 zoning district.

Mrs. Robinson approached the podium and described the property in question.

Commissioner Udell asked Mrs. Robinson the radius of area notified in cases of rezoning.  Mrs. Robinson stated that all landowners within three hundred feet were notified in re-zoning cases.

Mr. Guy Hygema approached the podium and was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Hygema had nothing to add to Mrs. Robinson’s description.

There were some questions about the size of the proposed chicken houses and the size and capacity of the compost barn.

Chairman Scott opened the floor to public comments.  There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the floor to public hearing.


Commissioner Odom motioned to approve Special Permit No. 99-04-03.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-44)

The twelfth item on the agenda was to discuss the Butterfield Acres road project.

Mr. Ray Brown approached the podium and before discussing the Butterfield Acres road project, discussed agenda item number six (awarding of bids for tire removal).  Mr. Brown stated that the bids did not clearly include removing tires from the rims.  He requested time to review the bids prior to making a recommendation to the Board.

Commissioner Udell asked if Mr. Brown had received a bid from Columbia Anderson, which Commissioner Udell had heard was taking tires at no charge.  Mr. Brown stated that he was not aware that Columbia Anderson removed tires, but he would look into the matter.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table the issue of awarding the tire bids until the next regular meeting (May 4, 1999).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown then discussed the Butterfield Acres road project.  He stated that paving 104th Street would exceed the amount agreed to by the residents of Butterfield Acres.  Mr. Brown stated that a 20-foot easement was more width than was necessary for interior streets.  However, the current Comprehensive Plan would not allow for anything other than 20-foot easements.

Mr. Ed Harvey approached the podium and supported amending the Land Development Regulations.  Mr. Harvey also asked that an amendment be made to the Land Development Regulations to allow interior streets and subdivisions to be of a lesser width and set a maximum length for them.  He also proposed developing a resolution that would establish a legitimate contract with the Butterfield Acres residents and representatives.

Commissioner Udell motioned to prepare an amendment to the Land Development Regulations that would allow interior streets and subdivisions to be less than 20 feet, set a maximum length for these interior roads, and prepare a resolution that would establish a legitimate contract for the Butterfield Acres project.  Also contained in the motion was to recess the issue until 4:30 p.m. at the workshop of April 27, 1999.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to consider reappointment of Joe Flanagan to another term as a member-at-large of the Suwannee County Development Authority.

Commissioner Udell motioned to reappoint Joe Flanagan to another term as member-at-large of the Suwannee County Development Authority.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There were no listed additional agenda items.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was public comments.  There were none.

The sixteenth on the agenda was staff reports.

Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, had nothing to report.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, had nothing to discuss.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, was not present.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Odom motioned to approve batches 99-0300 – 99-0325, excluding invoice number 99-0316 (omitted by computer error) for a total of $721,258.99.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED 04-20-99

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
394,087.44

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
13,646.07

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
0.00

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
30,184.15

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
90.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
12,385.01

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
2,229.80

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
138,445.87

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
39,766.85

172
RECREATION FUND
$
21,103.05

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
8,390.93

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

351
RENNOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
0.00

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
18,475.19

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
42,454.52


BATCHES 99-0300 - 99-0315 and 99-0317 - 99-0325




GRAND TOTAL
$
721,258.88






The eighteenth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  There was none.

Commissioner Udell motioned to recess the meeting until 4:30 p.m. on April 27, 1999, and Commissioner Taylor seconded.  The motion to recess carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed at 10:06 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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