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March 16, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m., and asked Commissioner Donald Odom to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There was one listed additional agenda item.  This item would be listed under item number twenty-six, additional agenda items.

A) Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to request authorization to advertise for bids for Courthouse renovations, Phase I.

Chairman Scott called for further additional items.  There were none.

Commissioner Odom motioned to adopt the aforementioned items under agenda item number twenty-six, additional agenda items.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of the meetings held on February 16 and February 25, 1999. Commissioner Baker moved to approve the aforementioned minutes.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott stated that he had a request to move the additional agenda item ahead of agenda item number three because of the urgency of the matter.

The additional agenda item was a request to advertise for bids for Courthouse renovations, Phase I.

Commissioner Odom motioned to advertise for bids for Courthouse renovations Phase I.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was a discussion by Howard Wright on the condition in which the Florida Department of Transportation left County Road 136.

Mr. Wright came to the podium and addressed his problems with the condition of the shoulders and drainage on C. R. 136 when the State gave the road back to Suwannee County.

Commissioner Udell stated that the problem was in his district but tonight was the first he had heard about the issue.  Commissioner Udell asked for Mr. Wright’s phone number and stated that he would investigate the problem immediately.

There was further discussion about the issue.

The fourth item on the agenda was a discussion by Ludger Pepin on the Public Works project on 229th Drive in District 3.

Mr. Pepin first commented about handicap accessibility within the Board Room.  Mr. Pepin then stated that he was not pleased with Ray Brown, Public Works Director, and the way the County was spending money on a portion of a road that was repeatedly washed away by flood.  Mr. Pepin submitted a handout of his problems while he described them in detail.

There was some discussion between the Board, Mr. Pepin, and Mr. Ray Brown.  Mr. Pepin had questions concerning the paperwork associated with the work on 229th Drive and the use of money on the oft-flooded road.  There was further discussion about the issue.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request by Kirby Nickerson, Vice President of Finance for Advent Christian Village, and John Corbin, Force Financial Co. (Financial Advisors for Advent Christian Village), to adopt a resolution authorizing the Supplemental indenture pertaining to the Suwannee County, Florida, Variable Rate Demand Revenue Bonds (Advent Christian Village Project), Series 1989.

Mr. Nickerson came to the podium and described the bond issue in detail, then asked Mr. Corbin to come to the podium.  Mr. Corbin asked that the Board authorize a Supplemental Indenture to the original 1989 bond.  The issue would also come up before the Board at the April 6, 1999 regular meeting at which time the Advent Christian Village would ask for a fixed percentage rate for a new bond issue.  There was then further discussion on the issue.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution authorizing the Supplemental Indenture  pertaining to the Suwannee County, Florida, Variable Rate Demand Revenue Bonds (Advent Christian Village Project), Series 1989.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-27 and Agreement No. 99-40)

Chairman Scott called a ten-minute break at 6:59 p.m.

March 16, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

7:14 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The sixth item on the agenda was to hold the first public hearing pertaining to the Community Development Block Grant Application for Fiscal Year 1999.  This item had to be discussed at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter.

Mr. Scott Koons of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council came to the podium and spoke briefly about the application, then presented a short video on the Community Development Block Grant.

Commissioner Udell had questions concerning use of grant funds for street projects.  Mr. Koon stated that road projects were ranked lower than water or sewer utilities.  Commissioner Udell asked about renovations to low-income housing.

Commissioner Odom asked for clarification on grant funding for road improvements.

After being questioned about minimum requirements for certain cateogires of grants, Mr. Koon stated that for every $35,000 of grant money issued at least one job had to be created. There was further discussion on the issue.

Chairman Scott then opened the public hearing.  There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Udell motioned to proceed with preparing an application for the Community Development Block Grant that would repair and update the Wellborn water system.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to Special Permit Request No. SP-99-03-01 by Gary R. Dillon and Mary Louise Dillon to permit intensive agriculture (one additional chicken house less than 300 feet from a lot line) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  This item had to be discussed at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, swore in Ms. Robinette Robinson, Planning and Zoning Director.  Ms. Robinson then described the proposed resolution in detail.

Commissioner Udell asked for clarification on the distance from an adjoining property line.  Ms. Robinson stated that one chicken house was already closer than three hundred feet from an adjoining property.

Mr. Airth swore in Mr. Gary Dillon.  Mr. Dillon stated his address as 14423 129th Road, Live Oak, Florida.

Commissioner Udell asked that in the future waivers of objection be notarized for legal purposes.

Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.  There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of Special Permit SP-99-03-01 allowing one additional chicken house to be built less than three hundred feet from a lot line.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-32)

The eighth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to Special Permit Request No. SP-99-03-02 by Roy Johnson and Imogene Johnson to permit intensive agriculture (a new milk barn, shade barn, and lagoon in the upgrading of an existing dairy operation) on property zoned A-1.  This item had to be discussed at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Ms. Robinson came to the podium and described the proposed resolution in detail.

Commissioner Udell asked how the upgrading of the existing dairy operation was being funded.  Ms. Robinson stated that the United States Department of Agriculture was funding the upgrade to reduce the amount of nitrates being released.

Mr. Airth swore in Mr. Timothy Johnson, one of the sons of Mr. Roy Johnson.  Mr. Johnson then described the reasons for building a new facility.

Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.  There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt the resolution pertaining to Special Permit Request SP-99-03-02, to allow intensive agriculture (a new milk barn, shade barn and lagoon).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-34)

The ninth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to Special Permit Request No. SP-99-03-03 by Gary T. Poucher, as agent for George E. Poucher and Betty R. Poucher, to permit intensive agriculture (one chicken house and a litter storage facility) on property zoned A-1.  This item had to be discussed at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Ms. Robinson came to the podium and described the resolution in detail.

Mr. Airth swore in Mr. Gary Poucher, who gave his address as 7278 37th Road in Live Oak.  Mr. Poucher stated that the proposed chicken house was to replace one that had burned down recently.

Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.  There were no comments, and Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Taylor motioned to adopt a resolution pertaining to Special Permit SP-99-03-03, to permit intensive agriculture (one chicken house and a litter storage facility) on property zoned A-1.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-33)

Chairman Scott then stated that a wreck had occurred on I-75 (which closed traffic on all lanes – south-bound and north-bound – for 3-6 weeks) that would affect Suwannee County and asked that the agenda items (item numbers fourteen and fifteen) of Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, be brought forward so he could monitor the situation on the interstate.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request by Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, for approval to apply for the following grants from the Florida Department of Health Bureau of Emergency Medical Services:

a) Purchase of various equipment for use by Safety Training Officer in continuing education classes for Paramedics, EMTs, and health care providers from other agencies who participate in the county’s training program.

Mr. McDonald quickly outlined the proposal, which would cost Suwannee County $2,357.50 in matching funds, out of a total of $9,430.00.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve an application for the purchase of training equipment for health care providers.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

b) Purchase of five defibrillators

Mr. McDonald stated that $24,375.00 would be Suwannee County’s contribution in matching funds.

Commissioner Baker asked why five defibrillators were needed when only two ambulances were staffed.  Mr. McDonald stated that it was wise to have all ambulances furnished the same in case of emergency and for ease of support.

Commissioner Baker motioned to deny the application for a grant for five defibrillators of the County’s matching funds that were not in the County’s budget.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request by Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, for adoption of a resolution proclaiming March 27 through April 2, 1999 as Hazardous Materials Spill Prevention Week.

Mr. McDonald quickly described and then read the proposed resolution.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve the resolution proclaiming March 27 through April 2, 1999 as Hazardous Materials Spill Prevention Week.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-29)

The tenth item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution advertising to hold a public hearing, pursuant to Application for Road Closing by Van P. Hines, to close a portion of 137th Drive in the Big Oaks Subdivision.

Ms. Robinson came to the podium and described the request in detail.

Commissioner Odom motioned to adopt a resolution advertising to hold a public hearing, pursuant to an Application for Road Closing by Van P. Hines, to close a portion of 137th Drive in the Big Oaks Subdivision.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-31)

The eleventh item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution to advertise to hold a public hearing, pursuant to Application for Road Closing by Velma Bird, to close 153rd Road off County Road 136 (Newburn Road).

Ms. Robinson came to the podium and described the proposed resolution in detail.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of a resolution to advertise to hold a public hearing, pursuant to an Application for Road Closing by Velma Bird, to close 153rd Road off County Road 136 (Newburn Road). Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-30)

The twelfth item on the agenda was to consider final plat approval of Old Sugar Mill Farms, Phase 2 Subdivision.

Ms. Robinson came to the podium and described the proposed plat in detail.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the preliminary plat of Old Sugar Mill Farms, Phase 2 Subdivision.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott called a five-minute break at 8:31 p.m.

March 16, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

8:44 p.m.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a request by Greg Scott, Director of the Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Department, to adopt a resolution supporting a major urban initiative as part of a successor program to Florida’s Preservation 2000 Program which would assist communities in providing outstanding park, recreation, and conservation areas.

Chairman Scott presented the proposed resolution, as Mr. Greg Scott was not present.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution supporting a major urban initiative as part of a successor program to Florida’s Preservation 2000 Program.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-28)

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request by Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, for approval to apply for the following grants from the Florida Department of Health Bureau of Emergency Medical Services:

a) Purchase of various equipment for use by Safety Training Officer in continuing education classes for Paramedics, EMTs, and health care providers from other agencies who participate in the county’s training program

b) Purchase of five defibrillators

This agenda item had already been moved forward on the agenda and discussed prior to agenda item number ten.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request by Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, for adoption of a resolution proclaiming March 27 – April 2, 1999 as Hazardous Materials Spill Prevention Week.  This agenda item had likewise been moved forward and discussed prior to agenda item number ten.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request by Daniel R. Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, for approval to purchase roll-up doors for the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department Station.

Mr. Sivyer came to the podium and described his request in some detail.  He requested the funds from the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department’s 1999-2000 budget grant for $1,831.00, which could correctly be funded from either back taxes collected during the year or the $15,000.00 reserve fund in the present year’s budget.

Commissioner Odom motioned for approval to purchase roll-up doors for the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department Station. Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 99-42)

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request by Commissioner Robert Taylor and Daniel R. Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, for adoption of a Firefighter Explorer Program.

Commissioner Taylor briefly spoke about the program, then asked Mr. Sivyer to present the program in detail.  Mr. Sivyer wished for younger men and women to learn about volunteering for the Suwannee County Volunteer Fire Department under the direction of the Boy Scouts of America.  The cost would be $7 for national registration and $20 for certification, but the program participants would be insured for up to $15,000,000.00 with no liability to the County.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt the Firefighter Explorer Program.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a presentation by John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, for proposed revisions of purchases and policies.

Mr. Hales came to the podium and described the proposed revisions to the purchasing policy, which would alter the wording of the Suwannee County Purchasing Policy to make it easier to purchase groups of various low-cost items on a single purchase order.  Mr. Hale proposed to change the policy wording to clarify that purchases of single items of $300.00 or more shall require 2 quotes as opposed to a quote on any purchase order of $300.00 or more.

Commissioner Udell motioned to alter the purchasing policy as requested.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to consider accepting a proposal from Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc. for plat review services for Suwannee County.

Chairman Scott presented the proposal in lieu of Mr. Ed Harvey, who was ill.  Chairman Scott stated that Mr. Keen was the only respondent and had agreed to review plats at a rate of $85.00 an hour.  Discussion ensued about whether the $85.00 an hour review fee would be in addition to the $1,000.00 plat submittal fee or be incorporated therein.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc. for plat review.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

After further discussion, Commissioner Udell motioned to uphold the $1,000.00 fee for plat submittal and the additional fees for engineering review services be accessed and paid before an approved plat was released to the submitting party.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider approval of an agreement with Parrish and Associates for preparation of the 1999 Special Category Historic Preservation Grant Application and related grant administration services.

Chairman Scott presented the proposed agreement in some detail.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve an agreement with Parrish and Associates for preparation of the 1999 Special Category Historic Preservation Grant Application.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 99-39)

The twenty-first item on the agenda was to consider approval of a Joint Participation Agreement with the State Department of Transportation for funding to update the Suwannee County Airport Master Plan.  Also included was to consider adoption of a resolution authorizing execution of the Joint Participation Agreement by the Chairman and the Clerk.

Chairman Scott discussed the proposals of agenda item number twenty-one and related item number twenty-two in some detail.  The cost for restoration and airport planning/equipment would be $52,100 and $123,600, respectively.  The County would be required to pay $13,025 cash matching funds for the restoration project and $30,750 for airport planning/equipment.  These would be paid for by special budget amendment when required.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve a Joint Participation Agreement with the State Department of Transportation for funding to update the Suwannee County Airport Master Plan as well as adopting a resolution authorizing execution of the Joint Participation Agreement by the Chairman and the Clerk.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-35)

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to consider approval of a Joint Participation Agreement with the State Department of Transportation for funding construction and equipment at the Suwannee County Airport.  Also included was to consider adoption of a resolution authorizing execution of the Joint Participation Agreement by the Chairman and the Clerk.

Chairman Scott had already described the proposal while discussing agenda item number twenty-one.  (The proposed agreement would provide $123,600 total for airport improvements in state grants and County funding, of which the County would pay $30,750 in match funding.)

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve Joint Participation Agreements with the State Department of Transportation for funding construction and equipment at the Suwannee County Airport as well as to adopt the resolutions authorizing execution of the Joint Participation Agreement by the Chairman and the Clerk.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution 99-36)

The twenty-third item on the agenda was to consider adopting a resolution to reestablish Emergency Management Grant Fund No. 128 in the County budget.

Chairman Scott presented the proposed resolution, which would track emergency management grants under one fund.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve a resolution to establish Emergency Management Grant Fund No. 128.  After further discussion and explanation by the chairman that the fund is a state requirement and was erroneously removed by the prior Budget Officer, Commissioner Baker seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a presentation by Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, on the status report as to the proposed prison site property.

Chairman Scott read Mr. Harvey’s status report as to the proposed prison site property.  There was no significantly new information.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was an announcement by Chairman Jerry Scott of the workshop schedule for discussion of pending issues by the Board of County Commissioners.

Chairman Scott read the list of needed workshops topics of discussion:

1) South County/Branford Fire Service

2) Employee Vehicle Use Policy Related to the IRS ruling as an income benefit

3) County Buildings:  Status and Future Space Allocations

4) Current Financial Status Leading to Budget Preparations

5) Solid Waste Funding

6) EMS/Fire Pay Methodology

7) Road Upgrade/Drainage Project Schedule

8) Road Improvement (Paving) Project Schedule

9) Prioritize Major Projects with Multi-Year, Budgeting Consideration as Needed

Chairman Scott called the first workshop for the 30th of March, the second on the 27th of April, the third for the 11th of May, and the fourth on the 25th of May.  All of these meetings would begin at 4:00 p.m.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There was one listed additional agenda item.

A) Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to request authorization to advertise for bids for Courthouse renovations, Phase I.

This item had already been moved forward on the agenda and discussed after agenda item number two.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was public comments.  There were none.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, was not present.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, had nothing to discuss.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, had nothing to discuss.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, was not present.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Odom motioned to approve batches 99-0244 – 99-0265, for a total of $1,272,062.16.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 03-16-1999






FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
527,394.56

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
-

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
464,573.77

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
14,747.37

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
8,587.10

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
414.08

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
1,165.50

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
8,066.24

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
188.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
-

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
-

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
-

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
136,149.01

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$


171
LIBRARY FUND
$
33,171.58

172
RECREATION FUND
$
7,313.95

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
32,015.00

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
-

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
-

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
-

351
RENNOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
-

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
-

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
15,282.91

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
22,993.09


BATCHES 99-0244 - 265




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,272,062.16






The thirtieth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  Commissioner Udell apologized to Fire Coordinator Dan Sivyer for his premature questions at the recent Board Planning Retreat and not listening to all that Mr. Sivyer had to say before asking questions.

Chairman Scott stated that Mr. Tim Alcorn wished to speak to the Board about the preliminary plat of Virginia Lane, Phase II Subdivision, which was not approved at the meeting on March 2, 1999.  He presented a redrawn plat and asked for direction from the Board, as he needed a clear understanding of the Board’s criticisms and preferences in order to design the plat.  Discussion ensued concerning easements and flag-shaped lots.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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