Book 24, Page 70
March 2, 1999

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m., and asked Commissioner Taylor to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were six listed additional agenda items.  These items would be listed under item number ten, additional agenda items.

A) Richard Powell, Auditor, to request extension of time in which to complete audit for Fiscal Year 1997-1998.

B) Howard Wright to discuss condition in which Florida Department of Transportation left C.R. 136.

C) Tim Alcorn to request extension of the preliminary plat approval time period for East Dowling Estates Subdivision.

D) Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to request permission to advertise for bids for improvements of seating and roof at the Rodeo Arena.

E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, to discuss settlement of George Pistner lawsuit.

F) Greg Scott, Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Department Director, to request the Board to consider adopting a resolution proclaiming the week of March 14-20, 1999 as Juvenile Justice Week in Suwannee County.

G) Danny Hales, Jr., to discuss a Library Grant.

H) Commissioner Barry Baker, on behalf of the FAMU Symphonic Band, to present a plaque to Chairman Scott. 

Chairman Scott called for further additional items.  There were none.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt the aforementioned items under agenda item number ten, Additional Agenda Items.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of the meeting held on February 2, 1999. Commissioner Odom moved to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was a discussion by Ludger Pepin of a Public Works project on 229th Drive in District 3.  This item was canceled.

The fourth item on the agenda was a discussion by Robinette C. Robinson, Planning and Zoning Director, of the following:

a) Consider preliminary plat approval  of Virginia Lane, Phase II Subdivision.

b) Consider preliminary plat approval of O. P. Daughtry, Jr. Subdivision.

Ms. Robinson asked the Board to move on to item number five until the arrival of Tim Alcorn, the surveyor.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request by Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, for approval of a radio maintenance position and to request approval to advertise for the hiring of an individual to fill the position.

Mr. McDonald came to the podium and stated that County departments spent approximately $51,559.00 in Fiscal Year 1997-1998 for radio maintenance.  He showed each County office’s costs for radio maintenance, then described the costs to start a dedicated radio maintenance position with equipment.  Mr. McDonald then expressed possible concerns other County departments might have about dividing the work of a radio maintenance position.  After questioning, Mr. McDonald described the process of hiring a person for the position in question.

Commissioner Baker expressed concern with down time for the position as well as communication costs for past fiscal years.  There was further discussion about costs.

Commissioner Odom asked if there was enough money in the budget to afford the position.  He also stated that the Board should address the issue while preparing the budget for Fiscal Year 1999-2000.

Mr. McDonald stated that for the first six months, the funds would be loaned from the communications fund until the bottom line could be worked out.  Mr. Ed Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, expressed concerns with the position but also stated that there was money in the communications fund for the position.  There was further discussion between the Board and those present.

Commissioner Taylor expressed the need for preventive maintenance on County material.

Commissioner Udell asked if equipment would be purchased before or after the position was filled, if it was approved.  Mr. McDonald stated that if the position were approved, the equipment would be purchased after the position was filled.

There was further discussion about the position.  Commissioner Taylor again expressed concern about the need for a full-time position for a job that is less than full-time.  Commissioner Baker agreed with Commissioner Odom that the topic should be discussed closer to budget time.

Chairman Scott called Al Williams, Sheriff, to speak about the issue.  Sheriff Williams had some concerns but supported the need for a radio maintenance position.

Commissioner Udell asked why the proposed position could not be in the Maintenance Department instead of the Sheriff’s Department.  Commissioner Udell suggested the proposed position, if accepted, be placed under the County Coordinator in the Maintenance Department.  Commissioner Udell also stated that more than one year’s costs for radio maintenance should be used for comparison and should be able to be tracked for more than one year.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table the issue until more information from years past could be gained.  Commissioner Baker suggested tabling the issue until budget time.  Commissioner Udell stated that information on repair costs for the past three years would allow the Board to decide on the issue at that time.

Commissioner Udell again motioned to get information for the past three years.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion to table the issue until communication costs for parts and repairs for the past three years could be gathered.  The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott called a short break at 10:05 a.m.
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10:18 a.m.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.  He called Paul Dial, Maintenance Director, to briefly discuss the chiller in the Courthouse.


Mr. Dial came to the podium and stated that the chiller was in bad condition because of its age (thirty-five years) and asked the Board for direction.  When asked his opinion, Mr. Dial stated that a new chiller would be required, which as of last check was in the neighborhood of $40,000.


Commissioner Udell asked for cost estimates of a new chiller.


Mr. Dial estimated 4-7 days for total replacement of the chiller.


Chairman Scott suggested working on costs for a new chiller as soon as possible.  There was also discussion about coordinating the installation of a new chiller with the Courthouse restoration.

Chairman Scott returned to item number four, a discussion by Robinette C. Robinson, Planning and Zoning Director, of the following:

a) Consider preliminary plat approval of Virginia Lane, Phase II Subdivision.

b) Consider preliminary plat approval of O. P. Daughtry, Jr. Subdivision.

Ms. Robinette Robinson came to the podium and discussed the preliminary plat of Virginia Lane, Phase II Subdivision in detail.  Several commissioners expressed concern with the access to some of the internal lots on the proposed plat.  There was much discussion about problems with the proposed plat.

Commissioner Baker motioned to deny the preliminary plat as presently drawn, and Commissioner Udell seconded.  The motion to deny the preliminary plat for Virginia Lane, Phase II Subdivision carried, with Chairman Scott against denial.

Ms. Robinson then described the O. P. Daughtry, Jr., Subdivision, in detail.  There was further discussion on the proposed subdivision.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve the preliminary plat for O. P. Daughtry, Jr., Subdivision.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request by John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, for approval to apply for the LSTA Literacy Grant.

Mr. Hales came to the podium and submitted a handout with pertinent information, which would cost approximately $12,500 of available Library funds to match those given by the State.  Mr. Hales stated that approximately 40% of the adults in Suwannee County were functionally illiterate.

Commissioner Udell motioned to apply for the LSTA Literacy Grant.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott asked Mr. Hales to discuss his additional agenda item.  Mr. Hales came to the podium and stated that $10,000 was available in leftover 1998 grants for the Jennings Library.

Commissioner Odom motioned to accept the Jennings Library grant for $10,000.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request by Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, for adoption of a resolution to amend the Recreation Budget for Fiscal Year 1998-1999.

Mr. Harvey discussed the changes to the Recreation budget for Fiscal Year 1998-1999, stating that $300,000.00 additional dollars would be placed in the recreation fund.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the addition of $300,000.00 to the Recreation Budget.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-25)

The eighth item on the agenda was to consider authorizing the legal counsel to coordinate expert testimony for the prison siting.

Mr. Harvey stated that a tentative date of March 8, 1999 was set for a meeting with state officials.

Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, suggested that the Board retain the same legal counsel for the prison siting instead of starting with a new one.

Commissioner Udell motioned to retain the legal counsel of Sellers and Prevatt to coordinate expert testimony concerning the proposed prison site.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The ninth item on the agenda was to consider requesting the Live Oak City Council to contribute toward the purchase of the prison site property.

Chairman Scott stated that Mayor Nott had told him that the City of Live Oak would appropriate approximately $75,000 for building the prison.

The tenth item on the agenda was additional agenda items.  There were six listed additional agenda items.

A) Richard Powell, Auditor, to request extension of time in which to complete audit for Fiscal Year 1997-1998.

Chairman Scott stated that Mr. Powell assured the County that there were no penalties, and it would not take him long to complete his work.  Commissioner Odom motioned to grant Mr. Powell an extension of an undetermined amount of time for auditing of Fiscal Year 1997-1998.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and them motion carried unanimously.

B) Howard Wright to discuss condition in which Florida Department of Transportation left C.R. 136.

Chairman Scott stated that Mr. Wright had to leave to go to a funeral and would bring the item up at a later date.

C) Tim Alcorn to request extension of the preliminary plat approval time period for East Dowling Estates Subdivision.

Mr. Alcorn came to the podium and asked that an extension of one year be given.
Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the one-year extension for the preliminary plat approval time period for the East Dowling Estates Subdivision.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Alcorn also asked the Board to sign an agreement with the Suwannee River Water Management that would allow the County to accept the costs and responsibilities of road maintenance after one year of operation for all roads henceforth.


Mr. Airth suggested a stipulation requiring a road to be accepted before responsibility of the road be given to the County.  The Board was in agreement regarding a stipulation, which after changes will be brought back up to the Board for approval.

D) Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to request permission to advertise for bids for improvements on the seating and the roof at the Rodeo Arena.

Mr. Harvey came to the podium and stated that in the last meeting of February 16, 1999, the Board agreed to accept grants for improving the Rodeo Arena.  Mr. Harvey asked the Board for authority to advertise for bids for these improvements.

Commissioner Odom motioned to advertise bids for improvements on the seating and the roof at the Rodeo Arena.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

E) Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, to discuss settlement of George Pistner lawsuit.

Mr. Airth stated that Mr. Pistner was injured in an incident with a County dump truck.  Mr. Airth stated that Nationwide (the County’s insurance company) had offered Mr. Pistner an award for $500,000 pending Board approval.

Commissioner Odom motioned to award Mr. Pistner the $500,000 settlement.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

F) Greg Scott, Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Department Director, to request the Board to consider adopting a resolution proclaiming the week of March 14-20, 1999 as Juvenile Justice Week in Suwannee County.

Mr. Greg Scott stated that Nolan McCleod, Chief of the Live Oak Police Department, had planned to address the proclamation but was unable to do so.  Mr. Scott then read out the proclamation.

Commissioner Udell motioned to accept the proclamation declaring March 14-20, 1999, as Juvenile Justice Week in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution 99-26)

Chairman Scott then asked Mr. Scott to present his staff report.

Mr. Scott discussed the construction of Recreation lighting fixtures as well as paving improvements to the park in Welborn.  He also discussed Hale Park, and an annual city-county softball game.

G) Commissioner Barry Baker, on behalf of the FAMU Symphonic Band, to present Chairman Scott with a plaque of their appreciation for being a part of the Year 2000 celebrations.

Commissioner Baker presented the plaque to Chairman Scott. 

The eleventh item on the agenda was public comments.  Mr. George Fuller suggested trading in the Sheriff’s Department chiller for a more efficient and less costly unit, the savings of which could be used for a new Courthouse chiller.

The twelfth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, had several matters to discuss.  He stated that after consultations with the County’s insurance agency, an engineer would be brought in to review the costs associated with the sinkholes beneath the Criminal Division Building, the Permit Office, and the old Regional Library.  Secondly, Mr. Harvey stated that a letter was in the process of being written to ask the counties of Hamilton, Madison, Columbia, and Lafayette for financial help for mile markers along the Suwannee River.  Next, Mr. Harvey stated that in the March edition of the National Geographic, Little River Springs was one of the North Florida springs featured.  Lastly, he discussed changes to the Florida Statutes concerning the hierarchy of emergency management and asked for direction on the issue.

The Board indicated that the emergency management director should report directly to the Board instead of reporting to another Constitutional officer, which some Florida lawmakers are attempting to put into law.

Mr. Harvey also addressed the change of building certification requirements.  He suggested opposing the change.

The Board agreed to join the Florida Association of Counties opposing a change to building certification requirements.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, discussed safety issues and suggested implementing a good safety program with the ability for enforcement.

Commissioner Odom left the meeting at 12:14 p.m.

Commissioner Odom returned to the meeting at 12:17 p.m.

Chairman Scott suggested discussing the issue amongst the County directors.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, discussed several topics, including Library Day and $120,000.00 that would be reimbursed through the E-Rate grant.  He also internet access and children’s programs.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, was not present.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had already presented his report. 

Meredith Taylor, County Extension Director, stated that one position, a Small Farms Agriculture 4-H position, was currently being advertised and another position of a different type was being prepared for advertisement.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve batches 99-0225 – 99-0243, for a total of $736,716.54.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 03-02-1999






FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
246,515.72

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
-

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
7,502.04

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
92.85

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
8,965.16

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
205.60

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
32.72

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
10,845.56

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
-

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
-

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
-

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
1,265.98

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
169,812.25

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
-

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
71,944.09

172
RECREATION FUND
$
160,138.94

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
12,169.05

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
-

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
74.75

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
-

351
RENNOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
-

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
-

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
17,973.67

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
29,178.16


BATCHES 99-0225 - 243




GRAND TOTAL
$
736,716.54

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  There was none.

Commissioner Odom motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Baker seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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