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February 16, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m., and led the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were no listed additional agenda items, and none present requested additional agenda items.

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of the meeting held on January 19, 1999. Commissioner Baker moved to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was a request by Elizabeth Stevens for a permit to erect a fence on state road right-of-way on County Road 136 in District 4.  This item was removed from the agenda.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request by Raymond Popko, Suwannee County Small Scale Farmers and Craft Designers Market Committee, for construction of a permanent open-air farmers’ market structure.

Commissioner Udell suggested that this item be brought up later in the meeting to give Mr. Popko a chance to get to the meeting.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request by Jerry A. Scarborough, Executive Director of the Suwannee River Water Management District, for permission to assist Suwannee County with making repairs to the boat ramp at Branford.

Mr. Scarborough came to the podium and stated that for several years there had been trouble with the boat ramp at Branford.  Mr. Scarborough asked that the Board give the Suwannee River Management District permission to make repairs to the boat ramp, which would cost between $30,000.00 and $35,000.00.  Mr. Scarborough also stated that the Branford boat ramp was the County’s most popular boat ramp.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Scarborough exactly what Suwannee River Water Management would use from the County’s budget.  Mr. Scarborough stated that the primary purpose of Suwannee River Water Management would be administrative.

There was further discussion about the damage to the boat ramp.  Commissioner Odom made sure that the citizens knew that the budgeted money could only be used for boat ramp repair.  There was further discussion about the number of county-owned boat ramps and the fees taken in.

Commissioner Odom motioned to allow Suwannee River Water Management to administer to making repairs to the Branford boat ramp, at a cost of approximately $30,000 to $35,000.  Commissioner Udell seconded and after further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request by Mark Gluckman or David Still, Suwannee River Water Management District, for approval of a proposed budget of $50,000 allocated by the 1998 Florida Legislature for start-up costs of the Branford Trail; a request for the county to ask the Office of Greenways and Trails to forward an agreement for expenditure of funds; and request for the county to ask the Suwannee River Water Management District to administer the construction of the Branford Trail improvements.

Mr. Gluckman and Mr. Still came to the podium.  Mr. Gluckman briefly outlined the history of the proposed start-up costs to the Branford Trail improvements.  Mr. Gluckman stated that the $50,000.00 could only be used for the Branford Trail improvements, such as bathrooms, paving, and landscaping.  He asked the County to submit a letter requesting the $50,000.00 under an agreement with the Office of Greenways and Trails.

Commissioner Odom motioned to approve submitting a letter to the Office of Greenways and Trails to request $50,000.00 for Branford Trail improvements.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Scarborough then returned to the podium and spoke about improvements to the Live Oak Trail.  There was also discussion about the extension of the Branford Trail to the Suwannee County line.

The seventh item on the agenda was to award a bid for one commercial grade riding lawn mower to be used by the Recreation Department.

Greg Scott, Recreation Director, came to the podium and discussed the opening of bids on the February 2, 1999 meeting.  Mr. Scott asked the Board to award the bid to Smyder Motors of Alachua, Florida.

Commissioner Baker motioned to award the bid to Smyder Motors of Alachua, Florida, for one commercial mower at a cost of $6,084.00.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighth item on the agenda was to consider the following matters concerning the option to purchase property from William Kenneth Daugherty to be used for a prison sight.

a. Renewal of option to purchase property; and

b. Approval to advertise to hold a public hearing for a Special Permit to construct a prison on said property.

Ed Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, was scheduled to present item number eight, but was not in attendance at the meeting at that time.

Chairman Scott called a ten-minute break at 6:24 p.m.

February 16, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

6:34 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

Chairman Scott called Mr. Ed Harvey to the podium to present item number eight of the agenda.

Mr. Harvey came to the podium and stated that at the last Board meeting of February 2, 1999, the Board was waiting for a commitment letter from the State.  The letter arrived on February 12, 1999, committing $156,500.00 for the purchase of land to be used for a prison.  Mr. Harvey then discussed the letter in detail.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Harvey if a quasi-judicial hearing should be first.  Mr. Harvey stated that since the deadline for renewing the option would be March 2, 1999, it would be better to renew the option first and then schedule a quasi-judicial hearing, followed by the final closing.

Commissioner Baker motioned to extend the option with Mr. William Daughtery for the proposed prison site land for one more year.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 99-37)

Mr. Harvey then recommended to the Board a hearing that would allow expert witnesses to gather information about the proposed prison.  Mr. Harvey stated that he would prefer tabling the issue on a public hearing date until the next regular meeting of March 7, 1999.  There was further discussion concerning the amount of time spent to hold a quasi-judicial hearing and the appeal that could follow.

The ninth item on the agenda was a discussion by Don Wainwright on a county road off of Rixford Road that has been fenced off, blocking access to his property.

Mr. Wainwright came to the podium and submitted a letter from Florida Rock to the Board.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, read the letter, which stated that Jim Logan had no rights over the property in question.  Mr. Wainwright called Charles Smith, representing Suwannee Survey and Mapping, to the podium.

Mr. Smith came to the podium and stated that the road in question had never been formally closed.  Mr. Smith asked that the fence be taken down, which denies access to the property.  Mr. Smith summarized two letters that stated Rixford Road had not been closed down except for a portion through Mr. Jim Logan’s property.  He stated that maintenance on the road ceased because a fence had been erected that cut off access.

There was further discussion about closing off public roads.

Commissioner Udell asked about ownership of the land in question.  Mr. Wainwright stated that the deed of record probably still retained the former owners.  There was further discussion about the road and lands in question.  Mr. Smith stated that Mr. Wainwright merely wanted access to his property.

There was further discussion about access to surrounding properties and legal aspects of maintaining public roads.

Commissioner Udell asked who put up the fence in question.  Mr. Logan stated that he and a Mr. Cope from Mississippi placed the fence in its present position sometime in 1991.

The tenth item on the agenda was a discussion by Jim Logan to leave the fence that has been erected on a county road located off Rixford Road.

Chairman Scott called Mr. Logan to the podium.  Mr. Logan stated that in June of 1986, he wrote a letter to the Board of County Commissioners asking to fence his land as well as part of the road in question.  Mr. Logan then submitted a copy of a petition by local landowners, a map of the area in question, and a letter from Kenneth Cope, the owner of the property in question.  Mr. Logan then read the letter.  After reading the letter, Mr. Logan submitted a warranty deed from January 13th, 1999, by which Florida Rock Properties, Inc. sold the property in question to North Florida C & D Landfill, Inc.  There was further discussion about the issue.  Mr. Logan then submitted another packet containing the lease agreement between Mr. Logan and Mr. Cope.  Mr. Logan then read several of the documents contained with the packet.  All files were submitted to the Office of the Clerk of Court to be filed.

There were several discussions between the Board and citizens of the County.

At 8:20 p.m., Chairman Scott called a break.
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Live Oak, Florida

8:30 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.  Chairman Scott then recognized Kenneth Clunk and Chad Farley, two Boy Scouts who were learning about government by attending the meeting.

Chairman Scott then continued item number seven and item number eight, the discussion about the road off Rixford Road.  Chairman Scott drew out a map on the bulletin board that showed the location in question.  There was discussion concerning the drawing.

Commissioner Baker asked County Attorney Hal A. Airth what he recommended as the Board’s option.  Mr. Airth stated that the Board could decide the matter either way, but he suggested the matter be resolved by a court of law.  There was further discussion about the issue.  Mr. Smith submitted a copy of the resolution closing a portion of the road in 1987 that stated “a portion of a grated road” was being closed.

Chairman Scott stated that the Board was being asked to perform a judge’s duty.  Chairman Scott pointed out there was no motion to vote on.  After further discussion by the Board and the citizens, it was decided that a court of law should decide the issue.

Chairman Scott then returned to item number four on the agenda.

Item number four on the agenda was a request by Raymond Popko, President – Suwannee County Small Scale Farmers and Craft Designers Market Committee, for construction of a permanent open-air farmers’ market structure.

Mr. Popko came to the podium and discussed the issue.  Mr. Popko asked that the committee formed in an earlier meeting be reformed with Mr. Popko to be involved.  There was further discussion about possible alternatives.  It was decided that Mr. Popko, George Fuller, Ed Harvey, and Commissioner Baker would serve on a committee to prepare possible sites for the use of an open-air farmers’ market structure.  Chairman Scott would serve as an alternate in the absence of Commissioner Baker.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a discussion on the insurance settlement for repairs to the Criminal Division Building.

Ed Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, came to the podium and discussed the issue.  Mr. Harvey stated that it was important to keep FEMA as one issue and the insurance settlement as another.  Mr. Harvey found in his studies that insurance agencies would not fill sinkholes but would provide money for the damage caused by them.  Insurance also would not cover foundation damage.

The twelfth item on the agenda was to discuss the state’s proposal to purchase Chinquapin Farms Sandhills through the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) program.

Chairman Scott addressed the issue, saying that the state of Florida wishes to purchase 7,680 acres of Suwannee County, thus reducing the amount of taxable land in the County.  Chairman Scott stated that the proposed CARL land would nearly surround the site of the proposed cement plant.  Chairman Scott stated that he had already scheduled a time for meeting with the Land Acquisition and Management Advisory Council on March 4, 1999.

Commissioner Odom motioned to deny support of the state’s proposal to purchase 7,680 acres of land.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and there was discussion about loss of taxable land and other related issues.  Chairman Scott then suggested the Board draw up a resolution stating the Board’s opposition to the CARL program which he would take to Tallahassee for a March 4, 1999, meeting with the Land Acquisition and Management Advisory Council.  The motion to deny support of the state’s proposal to purchase 7,680 acres of land under the CARL program carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 99-__)

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to consider additional agenda items.  There were none.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was public comments.  There were none.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, had nothing to discuss. 

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, had nothing to discuss.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, discussed the issue of a County worker injured on the job.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, was not present.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present. 

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve batches 99-0196 – 99-224, for a total of $1,090,649.87.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 02-16-1999






FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
296,151.38

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
-

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
416,662.01

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
-1,000.00

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
16,206.85

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
-

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
2,214.96

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
20,920.86

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
188.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
-

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
-

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
4,000.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
156,619.82

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
-

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
99,504.57

172
RECREATION FUND
$
19,573.48

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
14,172.75

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
-

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
-

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
-

351
RENNOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
-

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
-

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
33,815.70

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
11,619.49


BATCHES 99-0196-224




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,090,649.87

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  There was none.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Udell seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 9:58 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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