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February 2, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m., and called Commissioner Odom to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were four listed additional agenda items:

1) Consider approval and execution of the following grant agreements with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

a) FDACS Contract No. 4910 – Renovation and Construction of Suwannee County Fairgrounds Hog Barns.

b) FDACS Contract No. 4911 – Renovation and Construction at Suwannee County Fairgrounds Riding Arena.

2) Discuss insurance settlement for repairs to CD Building.

3) Consider writing a letter of support for the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc., to receive additional funding from Farmers Home Administration for the Housing Preservation Program.

4) Discuss Suwannee County’s participation in the Florida Association of Counties’ booklet entitled, “Florida Counties:  A Historical Perspective.”

Chairman Scott called for further additional items.  There were none.  Commissioner Odom then motioned to add these aforementioned items to the agenda under item number 20, Additional Agenda Items.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of meetings held on December 15, 1998 (4-H Applicants and Regular Meeting), December 22, 1998 Ingram Road Public Hearing and Recessed Meeting, and January 5, 1999 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Baker had one change on page one, which changed finance to fiancé.  Commissioner Odom had two changes, on pages twenty-four and twenty-seven, which changed three names which had been confused.  Commissioner Odom moved to approve the minutes with the corrected changes.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was a request by Raymond Popko, President – Suwannee County Small Scale Farmers and Craft Designers Market Committee, for construction of a permanent open-air farmers’ market structure at the Coliseum Complex.  Ed Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, came to the podium and stated that Mr. Popko was unable to make the meeting and asked that the discussion be postponed until February 16, 1999.

The fourth item on the agenda was a discussion by Scott Koons, Director of Local Government Assistance – North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, for assistance by NCFRPC to Suwannee County pertaining to the Community Development Block Grant Fiscal Year 1999 application.  Mr. Koons was not present at the time, and it was decided to move on to the next item of the agenda until he arrived.

The fifth item on the agenda was a discussion by David Still, Director of Resource Management – Suwannee River Water Management District, of the Branford Greenway, Phase II.

Mr. Still came to the podium and described some of the aspects of the program.  He stated that 4.75 miles of the Greenway Trail had been completed.  Mr. Still requested nearly $476,000.00 to complete 8 miles of the trail.

Mark Glockman came to the podium.  He was a planning consultant for Suwannee River Water Management and the Town of Branford.  Mr. Glockman described the origins of the Branford Trail and asked that remaining money (originally to be used to buy a plot of land with gazebo) be used to extend the trail to the Ichetucknee River.

Commissioner Odom asked that Mr. Glockman clarify that the extra money was only for this trail project and could not be used for anything else.  Mr. Glockman stated that the money could not be used for anything else.

Mr. Still then read the formal request to the Board of County Commissioners.

Commissioner Odom motioned to move to Phase II, to extend the trail to the Ichetucknee River using the excess money with the Suwannee River Water Management to administer the construction of the trail.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott then returned to the fourth item on the agenda.

Mr. Koons came to the podium and apologized for his tardiness.  Mr. Koons then described previous applications by the County.  He also stated that June 30, 1999, was the deadline for submittals to the state.  After further discussion, he asked for questions.  There were none.  He then asked that the Board request assistance from the Planning Council to proceed with the filing of applications.

Commissioner Baker motioned to retain the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for assistance with filing applications.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to adopt amendments to the Comprehensive Plan Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR).  This item had to be discussed at 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter, and so would be brought up at that time.

The seventh item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 89-13 to exclude hangars without living quarters from the assessments for solid waste and fire.  This item had to be discussed at 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter, so it would be brought up at that time.

The eighth item on the agenda was to open bids for one commercial grade riding lawn mower to be used by the Recreation Department.  It would be discussed after 10:00 a.m.

The ninth item on the agenda was to open bids for one 1999 Dodge Durango 4x4 to be used by the Emergency Management Department.  This item had to be discussed at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter, so it was accordingly moved until a later time in the meeting.

The tenth item on the agenda was to discuss purchase of property from William Kenneth Daugherty to be used as a prison site.  Ronnie Poole was not present at the time, and it would be discussed at a later time in the meeting.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a presentation by Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, pertaining to collections of past-due fines and court costs from criminal defendants.

Mr. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, asked the Board for their blessing to collect past due fines.  He stated that there were approximately $25,000.00 in past due fines.  Mr. Henderson had already contacted a company that would be responsible for collecting the fees.  He made it clear that the County would not lose money in the process, since the collection agency would get their charges from the delinquents themselves, who would also have to pay the County 100% of the amount owed.

After further discussion, it was agreed without vote for Mr. Henderson to proceed with his plans to collect the past due fees using a collection agency. 

The twelfth item on the agenda was to consider approval of a grant-in-aid agreement between the Office of the State Courts Administrator and Suwannee County for an Article V Trust Fund grant in the amount of $100,000.

Mr. Ed Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, came to the podium and spoke about the Article V Trust Fund grant, which would award money for renovations for the Suwannee County Courthouse.  Mr. Harvey stated that $100,000.00 was provided to begin Courthouse renovations, and he asked for Board approval to collect the $100,000 to be used on Courthouse renovations.

Commissioner Odom motioned to approve the grant of $100,000.00 as expressed (an agreement between the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners and the Office of the State Courts Administrator for Article V Trust Fund grant for Fiscal Year 1998-199, to be disbursed in three installments of $33,333.33).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 99-32)

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a discussion for additional consulting services, scope and sequence of Courthouse renovations under the Historic Preservation Grant.

Mr. Harvey stated that a total of $1,700,000.00 would be required to completely renovate the 1904 Courthouse and the 1964 addition.  He requested additional consulting services for the Courthouse to coordinate the various stages of renovations.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve the request for consulting services from Clemens & Rutherford, Mr. Curtis Keen, and Mr. Jim Parrish, for Courthouse renovations, at a cost of no more than $36,000.00.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to discuss the United States Census 2000 Complete Count Program Participation Response.

Mr. Harvey asked that the County participate in a complete-count census for the United States Census Board.  Mr. Harvey also requested permission to ask the cities of Live Oak and Branford for participation in the census. 

Commissioner Udell motioned to provide a complete-count census and to ask the cities of Live Oak and Branford for participation.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott called a fifteen-minute break at 9:45 a.m.

February 2, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

10:03 a.m.

            Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The sixth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to adopt amendments to the Comprehensive Plan Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR).  This item had to be discussed at 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter.

Maria Masque, a member of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, spoke on behalf of Mr. Lowell Garrett.  Ms. Masque spent some time describing the proposed changes and the layout to the Comprehensive Plan.

Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.  There were no questions.  Chairman Scott then closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt the EAR Report with the proposed changes.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution No. 99-23)

The seventh item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 89-13 to exclude hangars without living quarters from the assessments for solid waste and fire.  This item had to be discussed at 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter.

Chairman Scott discussed the proposed ordinance, stating that hangars without living quarters were being assessed special taxes for solid waste and fire.  There was some discussion about the specifics of the proposal, especially of excluding fire assessment taxes.  Clerk Henderson stated that there would still be fire assessment taxes.  The proposal would eliminate the commercial fire assessments presently paid in addition to residential fire assessment taxes.

There was much discussion between the Board and the citizens present.

Commissioner Udell motioned to accept the proposed ordinance (to exclude hangars without living quarters from the assessments for solid waste and fire) after the public hearing was closed.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion. 

Chairman Scott then opened the public hearing.

Mr. Jim Sturdevant came to the podium and stated that the hangar was little more than a garage and should be treated as such.

Mr. Robert Kennedy then came to the podium and asked that the Board make a distinction between airport and airpark.

Mr. Vic Grondsky came to the podium and stated that “hangar” was a pilot’s term for a barn.

Mr. Tim McFarland came to the podium and stated that a building he has is considered a hangar by the property appraiser although it does not contain aircraft.

Mr. Richard Caudell came to the podium.  He stated that most hangars were little more than pole barns or chicken house-type buildings.  He also stated that those owning hangars were already being taxed more than other counties.

Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Baker had questions about hangars on property without a residence.  Commissioner Odom asked if anyone present had a hangar on property without a residential dwelling.

Commissioner Baker asked that the ordinance be amended to include hangars on properties without residential dwellings be taxed as a residential building instead of commercial building.

Commissioner Udell again motioned to accept the proposed ordinance with the amendment that a residential instead of commercial fee be used to tax hangars on properties without residential dwellings.  Commissioner Odom again seconded the motion.

There was further discussion.  Mr. Harvey asked the Board to clarify the description of a hangar on property without a residence to exclude land adjacent to the owner’s dwelling.  The motion with Mr. Harvey’s requested clarification carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 99-07)


Chairman Scott called a five-minute break at 10:52 a.m.

February 2, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

11:04 a.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The eighth item on the agenda was to open bids for one commercial grade riding lawn mower to be used by the Recreation Department.

Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, opened the six bids for the commercial grade riding lawn mower.

The first bid was from Smyder Mower Sales and Equipment of Alachua, Florida.  They bid $6,084.00 for a Gravely lawnmower.

The second bid was from BPE Valdosta Power Equipment of Valdosta, Georgia.  They bid $6,100.00 for an unlisted brand of mower.

The third bid was from Pride Equipment Company of Jacksonville, Florida.  They bid $6,599.99 for an unlisted brand of mower.

The fourth bid was from Mikkel’s Power Equipment, Inc., of Lake City, Florida.  They bid $6,131.00 for a Yazoo lawnmower.

The fifth bid was from Wingfield Ag. and Lawn of Leesburg, Georgia.  They bid $8,050.00 for a Dixie Chopper lawnmower.

The last bid was from Gaylord’s Live Oak Outdoor Equipment of Live Oak, Florida.  They bid $6,398.00 for a Bunton lawnmower.

The ninth item on the agenda was to open bids for one 1999 Dodge Durango 4x4 to be used by the Emergency Management Department.  This item had to be discussed at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter.

There was one bid, from Sunbelt Chrysler Plymouth Dodge of Lake City, Florida.  The Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price was $29,635.00.  They bid $26,705.00.  The state contract for an identical Durango was $25,777.00

Commissioner Odom motioned to buy the 1999 Dodge Durango 4x4 from the state contract at $25,777.00.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Item number ten on the agenda was to discuss purchase of property from William Kenneth Daugherty to be used as a prison site.

Ronnie Poole came to the podium and described the particulars of the contract and asked that if the contract was approved, Mr. Daugherty would like the payment faster than in times past.

There was some discussion about either agreeing to build a prison and buy the land or agree to not have a prison and return the land to Mr. Daugherty.  Chairman Scott then read a letter from Ed Harvey to the Board concerning the proposed prison site and state assistance, and there was further discussion about an option versus outright buying of the property.

Mr. Austin Peele, an attorney from Lake City representing Mr. and Mrs. Moss (who live near the proposed prison site), came to the podium.  He had several questions about purchasing the property.

There were further remarks by the Board and the citizens present.

Mr. Harvey stated that he had a verbal affirmation of support from the state, to be followed by a written affirmation to be in the Board’s hands by the February 16, 1999, regular meeting.

Commissioner Udell motioned to table the issue until the regular meeting of February 16, 1999.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There was further discussion about the issue.

Chairman Scott called a recess until 1:30 p.m.

February 2, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

1:32 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director to discuss the following matters:

1) Request approval to purchase a D-3 Caterpillar Dozer on state contract

            Mr. Brown, Public Works Director, came to the podium and stated that the dozer had been discussed at the last regular meeting of January 19, 1999.  Mr. Brown asked that $27,040.00 saved by purchasing a tractor-trailer (in lieu of two dump trucks) be used to meet the difference after $30,000.00 was received by trade-in of old units.

           Commissioner Udell motioned to purchase the Caterpillar Dozer on state contract.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

2) Request approval of paving project on Hughes Road

            Mr. Brown remained at the podium and described the project for those who were not familiar with it.  He recommended that the Board allow the Road Department to pave Hughes Road since the County owns the equipment necessary to complete the project.  Mr. Brown also discussed Mitchell Road and CR 250 and the work necessary to repair them.  He stated that $1,300,000.00 had been appropriated for roadwork, of which $325,000.00 was estimated to be used for Hughes Road.  Mr. Brown asked that the Board consider options for replenishing funds for paving.

            Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the Hughes Road paving project and gather bids for CR 250 at this time, then paving of Mitchell Road after the Hughes Road paving is complete.  Commissioner Odom seconded.  There was further discussion about road repair, especially of county roads that were formerly state roads.  The motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to discuss placing mile markers along the Suwannee River.  Commissioner Udell asked for options to indicate where a person is located in case of emergency.  Commissioner Udell brought up the case of a young boy who had recently been injured and needed help.  There was some difficulty in locating him because the cellular phone he used did not reveal his location.  Commissioner Udell asked that options be found to mark the entire river for emergency purposes.

Chairman Scott stated that the Suwannee River Water Management would be the first office with which to speak.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to discuss naming the new Branford Library in honor of Robert Leonard, former Suwannee County Sheriff.  This item was tabled until the next regular meeting of February 16, 1999.  There was, however, discussion on the participation on the Library Committee.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a presentation by Commissioner Barry Baker on an update to the Suwannee River Basin Nutrient Management Working Group.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 2:20 p.m.

Commissioner Baker spoke about the different areas in which the council had been involved.

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 2:24 p.m.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to consider appointment of two commissioners to serve as members of the Board of the Small County Coalition and appointment of a staff person to serve as a contact for Small County Coalition business.

Commissioner Baker and Commissioner Udell asked to serve on the Board of the Small County Coalition.  The Board recommended Ed Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to serve as staff contact.

Chairman Scott called a ten-minute break 2:25 p.m.

February 2, 1999

Live Oak, Florida

2:36 p.m.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.  Chairman Scott called Greg Scott, Recreation Director, to deliver his staff report since he had a meeting to attend.

Mr. Scott brought the Board up to date on current recreation grant projects.  He also discussed countywide training for coaches so that they know what is expected of them.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to consider additional agenda items.  There were four:

1) Consider approval and execution of the following grant agreements with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

a) FDACS Contract No. 4910 – Renovation and Construction of Suwannee County Fairgrounds Hog Barns.

b) FDACS Contract No. 4911 – Renovation and Construction at Suwannee County Fairgrounds Riding Arena.

Mr. Harvey quickly described the two proposed contracts.  Contract No. 4910 would provide up to $25,000.00 for repairing the hog barns.  Contract No. 4911 would provide up to $200,000.00 for renovations and construction at the riding arena.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve Contract No. 4910 (which provided up to $25,000.00 for repairing hog barns).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 99-30)


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve Contract No. 4911 (which provided up to $200,000.00 for renovations and construction at the riding arena).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 99-31)

2) Discuss insurance settlement for repairs to CD Building.

Mr. Harvey stated that his office was continuing its pursuit of insurance money.

3) Consider writing a letter of support for the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc., to receive additional funding from Farmers Home Administration for the Housing Preservation Program.

Commissioner Baker motioned to write the letter of support for the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. to receive additional funding from Farmers Home Administration for the Housing Preservation Program.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

4) Discuss Suwannee County’s participation in the Florida Association of Counties’ booklet entitled, “Florida Counties:  A Historical Perspective.”

Chairman Scott described the request, stating that the Association was asking for information on a historical event for which Suwannee County is known.  Chairman Scott asked the Board to consider ideas.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was public comments.  George Fuller came to the podium.  He stated that the Board-appointed Zoning Board, although unpaid (for which he praised), should follow parliamentary procedure during its meetings.  The second issue Mr. Fuller discussed was that of overcrowding of the Commissioners’ Room during the earlier part of the present meeting.  According to Florida Statute No. 286.011-3, the Board should provide a decent room for meetings.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was staff reports.

Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, encouraged the Board to read the memo provided to them concerning a list of active projects and also asked Board approval to provide quarterly reports of the County.  The Board expressed interest in the idea.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, stated that FEMA had awarded Columbia Anderson $574,999.00 to replace the Hogan Road Bridge and that it would be worked upon within two weeks.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had two items to discuss.  The first concerned $25,000.00 extra in homestead exemptions.  The Florida legislature was preparing to enable legislation.  The second item Mr. Airth discussed was that he was preparing to submit a response to the Verified Complaint concerning the proposed cement plant.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, had several matters to discuss.  He then delegated the first part of his report to Barbara Tucker, Chief Deputy of Recording.  She invited the Board to come to the view early records of the County since the Board was interested in providing historical information to the Florida Association of Counties.  Mrs. Tucker also made sure that the Board received an annual report faxed on February 1, 1999 of recorded deaths, deeds, and marriages in Suwannee County.

Mr. Henderson then called Dianne Herring, Chief Deputy of Finance, to discuss changes in FEMA grant money distribution.  Mrs. Herring described the changes, stating that approximately $94,000.00 had been received within the last two days.

Mr. Henderson stated that fees for Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had not been paid because it overstepped his authority as Clerk of Court.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, had nothing to report.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, had already presented his report.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Odom motioned to approve batches 99-0178 – 99-0195, for a total of $592,101.02.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 02-02-1999





FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
353,245.94

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
-

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
114,703.05

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
6,381.70

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
16,164.36

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
-

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
-

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
3,535.94

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
-

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
-

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
-

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
-

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
55,433.04

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
-

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
20,264.97

172
RECREATION FUND
$
6,389.99

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
2,293.83

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
-

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
-

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
-

351
RENNOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
-

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
-

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
7,152.58

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
6,535.62


BATCHES 99-0178-195




GRAND TOTAL
$
592,101.02

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  Commissioner Odom discussed County shirts.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 3:09 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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