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Live Oak, Florida

6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m., and called Ray Brown, Public Works Director, to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items.  There were  four listed additional agenda items:

1) Consider reappointment of Verneil Johnson as the County Commission’s representative on the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. Board of Directors.

2) Discuss proposed response to Verified Complaint on site development plan for Suwannee American Cement Co., Inc.

3) Discuss estimate of repairs to CD Building.

4) Give a twenty-foot easement to the Welborn Community Park and Playground to provide for residents surrounding the park.

Chairman Scott called for further additional items.  There were none.  Commissioner Udell then motioned to add these aforementioned items to the agenda under item number 15, Additional Agenda Items.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The second item on the agenda was to consider approval of minutes of meetings held on December 1, 1998.  Commissioner Baker asked that a change be made on page six, and Commissioner Odom asked that a correction be made on page five.  Commissioner Odom moved to approve the minutes with the two corrections.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third item on the agenda was a request by Teresa Alcorn Whittington and Dale and Pattie Crain to discuss drainage of water from roads and yards in Suwannee Breeze Subdivision in District 3.  They were not present.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request by Meredith Taylor, County Extension Director, for proportionate funding for an Agriculture Marketing position.

Ms. Taylor presented a handout to the Board and briefly described it.  Commissioner Udell asked how soon the position could be filled and if Suwannee County’s contribution was necessary before the position was advertised.  Ms. Taylor stated that it was her hope to begin advertising in the spring in order to have the position filled by the summer; however, the Board’s contribution was necessary before advertising.  There was further discussion about the funds available for the contribution and any interest shown by the eight other counties involved.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve $2,500.00 for the proposed multi-county marketing position.  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, to discuss several matters, beginning with a request for approval to continue paving of 133rd Drive.

Mr. Brown stated that there was only another 3/10 of a mile that needed to be paved and asked that an additional $14,000.00 be used to complete the paving project.  Mr. Brown stated that Columbia Anderson was asking $3.75 per square yard, and there would be no start-up fees.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the paving project of 133rd Drive, and Commissioner Taylor seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown then requested approval to sell the old landfill compactor.  He stated that the present compactor was worn-out and in need of replacing.  Mr. Brown stated that Caterpillar Industries offered to pay $30,000.00 in cash to buy the compactor.  He asked that this money be used to help pay for a small bulldozer.  Mr. Brown asked that he be allowed to get bids from several companies for this small bulldozer.

There were some questions on the legalities of selling equipment.  Mr. Airth, County Attorney felt that the compactor should be declared surplus in order to sell it legally.


Commissioner Odom motioned to declare the trash compactor surplus, accept the $30,000.00 bid by Caterpillar Industries, and go out for bids for a small bulldozer.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  There was further discussion about the legal standpoints.  The motion to declare the bulldozer surplus, accept the $30,000.00 bid, and obtain bids for a small bulldozer carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown next requested approval to dispose of the old backhoe from the rock mine.  He stated that the machine was very old and was in great need of disposal.  Mr. Brown asked the Board possible means of getting rid of the backhoe, such as having a salvage company make bids on it.

Commissioner Odom motioned to declare the backhoe surplus.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The last item Mr. Brown brought before the Board was awarding a bid for marking of centerlines within rights-of-way of approximately 75 miles of roads.

Mr. Brown stated that Public Works had $30,000.00 in funds available for marking centerlines.  Mr. Brown asked that Jenkins Painting be awarded the bid for centerline marking of the 75 miles of roads.  Jenkins Painting had bid $135.00 a mile for dotted lines and $235.00 a mile for solid lines.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the bid by Jenkins Painting for $30,000.00 for centerline marking of 75 miles of roads.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after further discussion the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request by John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, for approval of payment of $200.00 to Green Thumb as a partnership contribution.


Mr. Ed Harvey, Budget Officer, stated that Mr. Hales was involved with two projects and as such was not able to attend the meeting.  Mr. Harvey stated that the funds were available to spend the $200.00.

Commissioner Baker motioned to approve the $200.00 to Green Thumb.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was to consider approving payment each month to the Clerk of Circuit Court in the amount of one-twelfth of the total budgeted for Circuit Court Fees (Account No. 116-1610-513-4900) in the Fine and Forfeiture Budget.

Ed Harvey, Budget Officer, stated that after discussion with Randy Henderson, Suwannee County Clerk of Court, it had been brought to his attention that there was no agreement as to the proper means of providing funding for the Clerk’s Office.  As an interim measure, Mr. Harvey suggested paying 1/12 of the annual amount budgeted for Circuit Court Fees, equaling $25,000.00 a month, to temporarily alleviate the problem.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the monthly payments to the Clerk’s Office at 1/12 the annual fee ($25,000.00 per month).  Commissioner Baker seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighth item on the agenda was to consider approval of a grant-in-aid agreement between the Office of the State Courts Administrator and Suwannee County for an Article V Trust Fund grant in the amount of $100,000.00.

Mr. Harvey stated that the purpose at the present meeting was to consider and discuss the Article V Trust Fund Grant, rather than approve it.  He stated the funding could be used for the following:

1) Consulting/architectural studies on courthouse improvements;

2) Improve facilities to meet handicap requirements;

3) Other renovations;

4) Improvements in court security; and

5) Provide for expert witness fees, court reporting, costs for public defenders.

Mr. Harvey stated that a total of approximately $1,000,000.00 would be available for courthouse improvements.  Mr. Harvey wished to bring the proposal to the Board at the February 2, 1999, regular meeting.  There was further discussion amongst the Board and between Mr. Harvey.  It was agreed to bring the proposal up at the February 2, 1999, meeting.

At 6:55 p.m., Chairman Scott called a ten-minute break.
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The ninth item on the agenda was to consider approval of an agreement between the Department of Community Affairs and Suwannee County for a grant for emergency management grant funds.

Chairman Scott stated that Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, would have personally addressed the agreement but was out for the week.  Chairman Scott instead described the proposal.  The DCA Agreement number was 99EM-9X-03-71-10-061.  The proposal would give Suwannee County a maximum sum of $13,910 that the County would match to initiate the successful completion of the activities/projects in the approved five-year strategic plan submitted.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the agreement.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement No. pending return from DCA)

Eddy Hillhouse, President of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance, addressed items ten through thirteen at one time.

The tenth item on the agenda was to consider approval of an amendment to the interlocal agreements which formed the North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership and the Original Florida Tourism Task Force to provide for two alternate representatives to each organization.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to consider appointment of two alternate representatives to the North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership and two alternate members to the Original Florida Tourism Task Force.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request by Dick Calvitt, Tourist Development Council Chairman, to consider the appointment of Eddy Hillhouse, President of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance, and Norm Protsman, Tourist Development Council Member, to serve on the Original Florida Planning Council Tourism Task Force (formerly known as the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council Tourism Task Force), replacing Jerry Fletcher and Dean Papapetrou, respectively.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a request by Rich Brashear, Chairman of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance Council for Progress, to consider appointment of Eddy Hillhouse, President of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance, to the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council Economic Development Partnership, replacing Jerry Fletcher.

Eddy Hillhouse, President of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance, described agenda items 10 through 13 at one time.  Mr. Hillhouse provided the names of Barbara Brindle and Ashwyn Parmar to serve as alternates to the Original Florida Tourism Task Force and the North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership, if the proposed amendment (providing for two alternates to each organization) was passed.  Mr. Hillhouse provided his name for the regular member of the Economic Development Partnership, and Barbara Brindle as alternate.


Commissioner Odom motioned to approve the amendment of the interlocal agreements which formed the North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership and the Original Florida Tourism Task Force.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve Barbara Brindle and Ashwyn Parmar to serve as alternates to the Original Florida Tourism Task Force and the North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of Eddy Hillhouse and Norm Protsman to serve on the Original Florida Planning Council Tourism Task Force.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to consider appointment of Patrick Joseph Sura to serve as the Alternate Veteran Representative on Suwannee County’s Transportation Disadvantaged Coordinating Board, replacing Wayne Littrell.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve Patrick Sura to replace Mr. Littrell.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to consider additional agenda items.  There were four listed additional agenda items.

1) Consider reappointment of Verneil Johnson as the County Commission’s representative on the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. Board of Directors.

Commissioner Baker motioned to reappoint Verneil Johnson as the County Commission’s representative on the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. Board of Directors.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

2) Discuss proposed response to Verified Complaint on site development plan for Suwannee American Cement Co., Inc.

Ed Harvey, Budget Officer described the Verified Complaint of Clarence McNamee and Bonita Nicolodi.  Mr. Harvey asked Mr. Airth, County Attorney, to describe the process of suing the county.  Mr. Airth did so, then recommended that the Board take no action at the present time.

Commissioner Udell agreed with Mr. Airth’s statement to not take any action.  The Board agreed without a vote to do nothing about the complaint.

3) Discuss estimate of repairs to the Sheriff’s Department CD Building.

Chairman Scott stated the insurance settlement would be $26,027.63.  He explained that relocation expenses would not be included in the aforementioned amount.  There was further discussion about the issue.  The insurance company would pay $28,130.31, which included a 10% overhead.

4) Give a twenty-foot easement to the Welborn Community Park and Playground to provide for residents surrounding the park.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the twenty-foot easement to the Welborn Community Park and Playground.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was public comments.  There were none.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, had nothing to report.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, stated that the bids were opened for the Hogan Road Bridge and Columbia Anderson was the low bid.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of the Circuit Court, was not present.

Alton K. Williams, Sheriff, had nothing to report.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to consider payment of invoices.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve batches 99-0155 – 99-0177, for a total of $721,136.63.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 01-19-99

	
	
	
	

	FUND
	
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	$
	297,448.95

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	$
	-

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	$
	14,887.63

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	$
	-

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	$
	17,312.27

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	$
	-

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	$
	-

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	$
	25,497.70

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	$
	188.00

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	-

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	$
	-

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	$
	-

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	$
	171,098.67

	159
	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	-

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	$
	67,811.75

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	$
	14,086.74

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	$
	7,000.00

	191
	CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
	$
	-

	251
	RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	$
	-

	205
	AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
	$
	-

	351
	RENNOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
	$
	-

	371
	STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	$
	-

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	$
	73,164.14

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	$
	32,640.78

	
	BATCHES 99-0129 - 154
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	$
	721,136.63


The nineteenth item on the agenda was to consider other business.  Commissioner Udell stated that there was a light on the corner of the Courthouse that was in need of repair and had been out for some time.  It was decided that the light would be replaced.  There were no further items for discussion.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 7:31 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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