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 December 30, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners held a special meeting on the above referenced date, time, and location and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioners Barry Baker, Eddy Hillhouse, Donald Odom Sr., and Clerk to the Board, Michael Tyson.  Commissioner Douglas Udell was not present for the beginning of the meeting.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order and led the invocation and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

Chairman Scott announced the purpose of the meeting was to propose and receive public comment on a resolution concerning the use of The Uniform Method of Collecting Non-Ad Valorem Special Assessments levied in both incorporated and unincorporated areas of Suwannee County to provide Solid Waste Management Services and Facilities and Fire Rescue Services and Facilities.  Chairman Scott began to read the proposed resolution aloud.


After reading the first paragraph, Chairman Scott asked Mr. Ed Allen, County Coordinator, if there was a need to read the entire resolution.  Mr. Allen replied it would be better.


Chairman Scott proceeded to read the remainder of the resolution aloud, describing the two exhibits.



Chairman Scott asked if there were any questions.


Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Allen if the fire assessments might be adjusted for Live Oak and Branford since they provide that service already.


Mr. Allen advised if the Board decides to move forward on this issue, then during the budget process the rate structure would obviously have to be adjusted according to the levels of services delivered.  Currently there is a two-tier rate of fire service in the county, and the Board would adjust the rates according to the levels of service provided. 


Commissioner Udell joined the meeting at 9:07 A.M.


Live Oak City Councilman John Hale addressed the Board, stating the county already imposes a fire assessment at this time, and questioned the intent of the Board and the intent of the resolution.  Councilman Hale further questioned what the Board would do with the current existing fire assessment.


Mr. Allen advised there is nothing established at this time concerning any rate schedule that would be imposed.  The Board is notifying the public they are contemplating these proposed assessments and likely may want to act upon them.  Furthermore, for any possible action on the issue, the law requires the Board to have this resolution adopted prior to January 1, 1998.  At such time as the Board gets into the coming budget process, those issues, services, assessments, and exemptions would be addressed. 


Councilman Hale stated that as a representative of the Live Oak City Council, he would officially go on record as opposing section two of this resolution.  The citizens of Live Oak currently pay through their Ad Valorem taxes for fire services in the city.  Councilman Hale stated this resolution would amount to dual taxation by imposing a second set of taxes within the city.


Chairman Scott responded he did not think the Board had any intention of levying any additional tax on the City of Live Oak for fire services.


Chairman Scott, Mr. Allen, Commissioner Odom, and others discussed the status of Branford’s fire services, and that it is funded partially by The Town of Branford and partially as a volunteer department.


Chairman Scott commented that the Board needs to include the incorporated municipalities because of The Town of Branford.


Councilman Hale requested the Board to exclude Live Oak from that part of the resolution concerning fire assessments.  Councilman Hale further remarked if there was no intention of levying the assessment, then there was no need for the City of Live Oak to be included in that portion of the resolution.


Chairman Scott responded he would rather not exclude Live Oak because something could happen and Live Oak may for some unforeseen reason shut down their fire department and need fire services from the county.  Although there may be no plans to abolish the Live Oak Fire Department, if such an event were to occur the Board would be required to call another special meeting just to provide Live Oak with fire service.  Chairman Scott added he thought it was a matter of wording.


Councilman Hale stated to the Chairman that he would like to point out on behalf of the City that the City of Live Oak Fire Department has been in existence since 1913, and there has never been any move of any kind to abolish the fire services of the city, nor are any such intentions anticipated in the future.


Chairman Scott responded that the Board does not anticipate needing to add any taxes for fire services within the city either.


Councilman Hale suggested that in view of the Board’s stated intentions; the Board should amend the proposed resolution to exclude the City of Live Oak concerning the fire assessment.


Commissioner Hillhouse brought up the issue of EMS services and fire services being linked together for legal reasons.  Considerable discussion ensued on EMS and fire together, and EMS and fire as separate assessments.


Councilman Hale informed the Board that in speaking with Mr. Jenkins, Property Appraiser, some serious doubts as to the legalities of these assessments had surfaced.


Ms. McDonald of the Mailbox Post questioned the assessment levels and rates for city and county residents.


Commissioner Hillhouse clarified that there is already a two-tier level of billing: There is urban fire service and rural fire service that pay two different rates.  So he continued, there would likely be four levels created under the new proposal.


Mr. Allen interjected that the Board is going to have to look at all of those issues when they address the budget.  Mr. Allen reminded those present that at this time the Board is not discussing rates, and it is not a certainty the Board is going to actually impose this assessment.  Mr. Allen stated it would be a tiered system, and there will be details that must be worked out regarding the various entities.


Chairman Scott recognized Mayor Nott, who questioned the percentage ratio of collections the county has made in EMS and Fire Assessments.


Commissioner Hillhouse responded that the County does not currently assess any EMS fees.


Mayor Nott asked if the two assessments were combined.


In further response to Mayor Nott, Commissioner Hillhouse clarified that the process being discussed today would combine the two assessments.


Mayor Nott then questioned how EMS is currently funded.


Commissioner Hillhouse and Mr. Allen explained that it is currently funded from interest on the hospital trust funds, from billing of users of EMS services, and from the general revenue.


Chairman Scott asked if anyone had any other comments or information to bring before the Board.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion for approval of this resolution as proposed.  (The Uniform Method of Collecting Non Ad Valorem Special Assessments)  Chairman Scott asked for a second on the motion.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. ( See Resolution No. 98-12)


A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Udell.  Commissioner Hillhouse made a second.  The motion carried unanimously.


At  9:24  A.M. the meeting adjourned.
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