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November 11, 1997

Live oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met for a workshop meeting  on the above date and time and the following were present:  Commission Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott,  Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald Odom, Sr., 

Commissioner Barry Baker, County Attorney Hal Airth, Clerk of Court Randy Henderson,  and Deputy Clerk Linda Hale.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting to order and announced this was a special called meeting for the purpose of understanding what the proposed revisions are for the Subdivision 

Ordinance.  Chairman Hillhouse led the group in prayer and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Mr. Ed Allen, County Coordinator, spoke to the Board explaining the proposed changes to the Subdivision Ordinance.  Mr. Allen stated there are approximately 400 subdivisions within Suwannee County with approximately 175 to 200 miles of unpaved roads, and approximately 85 miles of private roads.  Mr. Allen  stated the definition of a subdivision  is the same as stated in Florida Statute 177.031.  


Mr. Allen explained the classification of a minor subdivision would be the subdivision of land in 10 acre lots  up to 19.99 acres. .  The road surface could be limerock , a private easement, along an existing county unpaved road or paved road, regardless of condition.   The type of road, public or private would not be an issue.  If it is a private road, a sign must be installed stating “PRIVATE ROAD, NOT COUNTY MAINTAINED.”  He said all subdivisions require a disclosure statement which must be given to each lot purchaser.  This disclosure statement will explain about the private road not being maintained by the county.  The subdivision would be platted, with a limit of one building per entire lot.  No preliminary approval would be required, and final plat should be submittted for approval at least ten days before a board meeting.


Mr. Airth mentioned a change should be made in the definition of a minor subdivision regarding lot size, less than 20 acres but more than 10 acres.


Mr. Allen explained the recommendation for a major subdivision would be 3 or more lots less than 10 acres in size, with all lots having direct access onto a paved road.  If the access is to an existing paved road, this road must have a condition classification of three or better, and must connect to a collector or arterial road with a condition classification of three or better.  The county may require additional right of way and grassed drainage swales where needed.  If the access is to an existing arterial or collector road, this road must have a condition classification of three or better.  For access to a new paved road, this road must connect to a collector or arterial road with a condition classification of three or better.  Driveways accessing public collector roads must be paved and constructed to county requirements.


Mr. Allen stated that subdivisions must be located in an area that meets the following public safety service standards:  FIRE-  a location that has an Insurance Service Organization rating of at least a nine; EMS- a location that is within a fifteen minute response time of a County Emergency Medical Services station, volunteer fire department EMS first responder unit, or private first responder unit;  LAW ENFORCEMENT-  a location that is within a fifteen minute response of a county sheriff’s patrol.


Mr. Allen stated a building permit for construction of location of any residential building or structure shall not be issued for less than one entire lot, except as otherwise provided by the County Land Development Regulations.  He further added developments which were started prior to the adoption of this amendment to the Land Development Regulations may continue, as long as they are in compliance with the prior LDR’s.  


Chairman Hillhouse again stated the purpose of the meeting was for the Board to get a better understanding of the proposed changes to the Subdivision Ordinance before Mr. Allen writes the ordinance.


Mr. Allen asked the Board if they desired any revisions to the Subdivision Ordinance, or if they had any recommendations.


Commissioner Scott questioned about a major subdivision being 3 or more lots, less than 10 acres in size.  Chairman Hillhouse explained it was according to the density.  It is covered in the zoning:  if it is residential, it can be one acre tracts; if it is  Ag 2, it can be 2 acre tracts; and if it is in the rest of the county, it can be 5 acre tracts.


Commissioner Odom motioned to adjourn at 7:15 P.M.   Commissioner Udell seconded the motion .  The motion carried  unanimously. 
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