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October 7, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


9:00  A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, County Attorney Hal Airth, Clerk Randy Henderson and Deputy Clerk Linda Hale.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting to order.  The invocation and pledge of allegiance to the American flag were led by Mr. Danny Hales.


Chairman Hillhouse stated the first item on the agenda was to call for additional agenda items to be heard under Item #18, Additional Agenda Items.  He stated the items to be added to the agenda are as follows:  A.  To consider for adoption a resolution supporting the adoption of 




  the water policy “local sources first”.




       B.  To consider the adoption of a resolution opposing proposed Rule  




 of Judicial Administration that would require all persons not being 




represented by the public defender in capital cases to be represented 



by two attorneys.




      C.  To consider the election of two commissioners to serve as Board 




Representatives to the Small County Coalition and appoint a county 



staff person to serve as county staff liaison to the Coalition.


Commissioner Scott motioned to hear the additional agenda items as requested.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


The next item was to consider approval of the minutes from the August 21, August 26, and September 2, 1997 meetings.  


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the minutes from  the previous meetings as presented.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Luanne Mixon introduced the employee of the month for September, Elaine Low, from the Suwannee River Regional Library.  An award was presented by Ms. Mixon to Ms. Low.


Linda Hawkins and Marthajean Robarts from North Florida Community College WAGES (Work and Gain Economic Self Sufficiency) discussed a work program being offered by the college.  Ms. Hawkins explained the program is part of the Welfare Reform Act and the clients they work with are Welfare recipients.  She stated she wanted to make the Board aware that volunteers would be available for employment positions in the county.


The next item for consideration was approval and adoption of documents pertaining to proposed Suwannee County, Florida Industrial Development Revenue Bonds (Gold Kist Project).  Mr. Hal Airth informed the Board that Gold Kist is asking the County to enter into a preliminary agreement to review their  request for an industrial revenue bond.  He said preliminary official action is required under the Federal Internal Revenue Code in order to finance capital expenditures that must be made prior to the issuance of tax-exempt bonds.


Commissioner Baker motioned to approve the request.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse stated that Mr. Lester Baxter, Administrative Assistant, Public Works Dept., could not be present,  therefore Chairman Hillhouse explained his request.  He requested adoption of a resolution opposing reduction of funding for recycling and education grants in Suwannee County.


Commissioner Baker motioned to approve the request.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 98-05)


Anita Summers, Chief Deputy, Suwannee County Clerk of Court,  requested the adoption of a resolution to proclaim the week of October 23-31, 1997 as National Red Ribbon Week in Suwannee County.


Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the proclamation.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-01)


Mr. Ed Allen, County Coordinator, asked the Board to consider the adoption of a resolution authorizing the Commission Chairman and the Clerk of Circuit Court to execute a letter to the Florida Department of Transportation pertaining to the Wal-Mart project on U.S. 129 North.  Mr. Allen said D.O.T. is requiring this letter in order to certify that all the work done in their right-of-way is done according to their requirements. 


Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Scott seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-03)


Mr. Allen asked the Board to consider amending the specifications on the Wal-Mart water and sewer service to add extending water service to the west side of U.S.129.  He stated that since the contractor must jack and bore under U.S. 129 to extend the sewer line from the west side to the east side for Wal-Mart,  it would be cheaper and less disruptive to have the contractor bore and jack for a water line from the east side to the west side all at the same time.  He stated that when the county decides to extend utilities north to Interstate 10 on both sides of U.S.129, having the water and sewer available on both sides will make their job easier. 
Commissioner  Udell motioned to amend the specifications by including the jack and bore of the water line.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen asked the Board to consider approval of a contract with the Department of Community Affairs for assistance in the preparation of portions of the Evaluation and Appraisal Report to assess and evaluate the success or failure of the local government’s comprehensive plan.


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve as requested.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 98-03)


Mr. Allen, Insurance Committee Chairman, presented recommendations from the Insurance Committee pertaining to worker’s compensation.  He explained Wausau is willing to go into a graduated dividend plan with the County.  Mr. Allen stated the Insurance Committee recommends the Graduated Dividend Plan for the 1997-98 fiscal year.


Commissioner Odom motioned to approve  the Insurance Committee’s recommendations.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next item to consider was the appointment of Marion Harvard to complete Catherine Thornton’s term on the Historical Commission.  


Commissioner Scott motioned to grant as requested.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


The Board considered next to approve the appointment of John Koch to the Transportation Disadvantaged Coordinating Board to serve as the voting Citizen Advocate.  
Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the request.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell discussed a proposed ordinance to allow persons engaged in business in Suwannee County to obtain a county business license. It was the general consensus of the Board to have Mr. Airth look into the matter and come back to the Board with his findings.  


Chairman Hillhouse called for a  break at 9:45 A.M.

10:00 A.M.


Chairman  Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and stated the next item would be to open bids for the following:


Bid No. 97-06 Anti-freeze-.



        Jim Hinton Oil Co--$4.13 per gallon






   -$227.15 per 55 gallon drum



       V. B. Brown--$5.59 per gallon





     - $307.45 per 55 gallon drum


Bid No. 97-07-Motor and Hydraulic Oil-



     Jim Hinton Oil Co.-Type 15W40- $2.99 per gallon






Type 15W40- $127.60 per 55 gallon drum



     V.B. Brown Co.- Type 15W40- $3.59 per gallon





          Type 15W40 -$197.45 per 55 gallon drum





          Type 10W40- $2.59 per gallon





          Type 10W40- $142.45 per 55 gallon drum





           Hydraulic Oil- $2.79 per gallon





           Hydraulic Oil- $153.45 per 55 gallon drum



     American Lubrication Co., Dayton,  Ohio:





          Type 15W40- $2.47 per gallon





          Type 15W40- $575.85 per 55 gallon drum





          Type 10W40- $9.09 per gallon





          Type 10W40 -$499.95 per 55 gallon drum





          Hydraulic Oil-$8.83 per gallon





          Hydraulic Oil-$485.65 per 55 gallon drum


Bid No. 97-09-Batteries-



     Jim Hinton Oil Co.-no bid



     V. B. Brown Co.-no bid



     Alexander Batteries-no bid-do not carry car batteries


Chairman Hillhouse stated Bid No. 97-08 was dropped because the county no longer uses galvanized corrugated metal pipe.  He said the bid specs would be re-written.


Chairman Hillhouse spoke next pertaining to legislative policies for Florida Association of Counties.  He explained that a compromise would be beneficial to our county.  He mentioned Article 5,  pertaining to court costs.  He stated the position of the Association is that the state should provide full funding for court costs, and the counties should not approve any new programs in any county.  He stated the county should not add any increased costs; if a judge wants an increase, he should go to the state.  


Regarding the budget, Chairman Hillhouse mentioned there should be a chart of accounts that identifies each court cost individually.  He asked the board to request the Clerk to provide a chart of accounts to the Board so they can get an idea of exactly what each of the costs are because they are sometimes hard to understand.    


Chairman Hillhouse explained the Federal Government is trying to over-ride the local control over where a telecommunication tower can be placed.  He explained the Florida Association of Counties is supporting local control to make sure zoning powers are not taken away.


The first item to be considered under additional agenda items was the adoption of a resolution supporting the adoption of the water policy “local sources first” by the Legislature.  Mr. Allen explained the Small County Coalition had adopted this policy dealing with “local sources first” summarizing their position in a formal manner.


Commissioner Odom motioned to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The  motion carried unanimously.  (See resolution No.98-02)


Mr.  Allen asked the Board to consider adoption of a resolution opposing proposed Rule of Judicial Administration that would require all persons not being represented by the Public Defender in capital cases to be represented by two attorneys.  Mr. Allen explained there is a proposal from the Supreme Court that is intended to adopt certain minimum standards for the representation of indigent defendants in death penalty cases.  He said the Supreme Court has proposed the appointment of a lead counsel and a co-counsel in each death penalty case when the defendant is not going to be represented by the Public Defender. This will substantially increase the amount of public funds that will be expended for the judicial system.  He stated the purpose

 for this resolution is to oppose this standard so these costs would not be passed down to the local government level to pay for these expenses.


Commissioner Scott motioned to adopt the resolution as requested.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No.98-04)


Mr. Allen asked the Board to consider the election of two county commissioners to serve as Board Representatives to the Small County Coalition, and appoint a staff person to serve as liaison person to the Coalition.  Mr. Allen stated that currently Chairman Hillhouse and Commissioner Scott are representing the county on the  Small County Coalition and Mr. Allen  has been designated as the liaison.  He asked the Board to decide if they wanted to make a change for the coming year or leave it as it is.  


Commissioner Odom motioned to leave the appointments as they are.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Baker asked the Board for approval of the appointment of three people to serve on the Fire Committee.  He named for approval:  Tom Maynard, Debbie Nickerson, from Luraville, and Bill Jackson from the Ranchettes to serve on this committee.  Mr. Allen stated that instead of naming three specific persons, it would be better to agree that the Fire Network  can nominate three unnamed people to the committee.


Commissioner Odom motioned to approve the appointment of the three to the Fire Committee.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  


Clerk Henderson stated that what the Board is doing is not clearly defined.  He feels this committee falls under the Florida Sunshine Laws.  He suggested the Board should closely monitor the Fire Committee.  


Chairman Hillhouse explained that each year the Chairman appoints committees  and names persons who serve on the Committees.  The full Board approves the list of committees.  He stated a copy of the list of committees and the people serving on them can be obtained from the County office.  Chairman Hillhouse further stated the Fire Committee is appointed by the Board to take care of fire issues and the Fire Network is the Volunteer Firefighter’s organization.  


Commissioner Baker stated the Fire Network met the previous night to try to solidify the agreement with the county  (Policy, Procedures, and Protocol.)  He stated the Volunteer Fire Departments funds are running short and they are in need of funding to sustain them until new contracts are agreed upon.  Commissioner Baker motioned to allocate funds as needed to the Volunteer Fire Departments, not to exceed a limit of $1,000.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the floor for public comment.


A representative from the McAlpin Volunteer Fire Department spoke to the Board regarding a contract drawn up by the McAlpin Volunteer Fire Department to contract for fire services with the county.  He stated the McAlpin Volunteer Fire Department will agree  to the current county  fire contract as long as  the stipulations  agreed to in the Fire Network meeting

 the previous night are upheld.  He submitted the contract which had been agreed to by the majority of the fire departments for the county attorney to review.


Chairman Hillhouse closed the public comment section.


Mr. Allen made a comment about his concern over local planning issues. He feels some issues should be dealt with locally instead of being submitted to the Department of Community Affairs in  Tallahassee for approval.  


Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, requested the Board go with Jim Hinton Oil as the low bidder on the anti-freeze and the motor oil bids.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the request.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Clerk Henderson  asked the Board if he could continue with his standard processing or if there were going to be more contract changes.


Clerk Henderson stated the Clerk’s office is understaffed.  He asked if the courthouse renovation process could be expedited.  Commissioner Udell motioned for Mr. Allen to proceed 

with the engineering plans so the Board could advertise for bids on the buildings.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Sheriff Al Williams gave his report.  He mentioned two cases that concern him and stated he is looking into catastrophic insurance plans for inmates.  He stated 5% of the calls to the Sheriffs Department is for stray animals.  He stated he would like to look at some alternatives to solve the problem because it takes up too many man hours.  


The next item on the agenda was to consider the approval of payment of invoices included in batches 557 through 598 (excluding batch No. 577), totaling $1,837,141.34.  Commissioner Odom motioned to approve payment of the invoices.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

OCTOBER 7, 1997

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$246,835.27 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$5,139.45 

	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	
	$6,628.53 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$17,753.16 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$26,627.77 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$1,283.06 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$68,454.30 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$257.37 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$60,417.58 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$21,180.53 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$75.00 

	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	
	$26,050.00 

	LANDFILL CLOSURE
	
	$48,314.00 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$459.14 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$16,977.60 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$37,229.85 

	TOTAL:
	
	$583,682.61 



Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting at 11:15 A.M.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott .  The motion carried unanimously.









______________________________









EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN









SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD 









OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_____________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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