1:00 P.M.





	The Suwannee County Value Adjustment Board met on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Donald M.  Odom, Sr.,  Commissioner Barry Baker,  Board Member J. M. Holtzclaw, Board Member Jerry Taylor, County Attorney Hal Airth, Property Appraiser Lamar Jenkins, and Deputy Clerk Linda Hale.


	Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting to order and announced the purpose for the meeting was to make final decisions on the petitions brought before the Board in the previous meeting of September 30, 1997.


	97-01-Michael Gamble - Commissioner Odom motioned to deny the petition since the petitioner already receives Homestead Exemption on the property.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Taylor.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-03-Richard Perry - Board Member  Holtzclaw motioned to deny the petition because of the size.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom.  The motion carried in a 3-2 vote with Chairman Hillhouse and Commissioner Baker voting against the denial.


	Commissioner Odom motioned to combine all the no shows and dismiss them.  Attorney Airth stated that if the petitioner did not appear to defend their position, they lose their grounds for appeal by not showing up.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-05-Samuel Sparkman - no one present at initial hearing - petition denied.


	97-06-Helen Mungin - Commissioner Odom motioned to deny the petition because Mrs. Mungin was denied exemption in 1996 and did not appeal.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-07, 97-08, and 97-11-Thomas Jesse Godbold, Wanda Nell Ward and Vonnie Adel McElveen - Commissioner Baker motioned to grant the exemption because the property is part of a family farm.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-09-Edith Mercer - no one present at initial hearing- petition denied.


	97-10-Lois Manning - Board Member Taylor motioned to deny the petition because the property already receives Homestead Exemption. Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  After discussion among the Board members, Board Member Taylor withdrew his motion to deny the petition. Board Member Taylor motioned again to deny the petition.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried in a 4-1 vote with Chairman Hillhouse voting against the denial.


	97-12- Mirrella Brummage - Commissioner Baker motioned to deny the petition.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	Chairman Hillhouse called for a 5 minute break at 2:00 P.M.


2:10 P.M.


	97-13 - Sylvia Newell - Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny the petition based on the Property appraiser’s evaluation.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


97-14-Guy Victor Cooper - Commissioner Odom motioned to deny the petition based on the size of the property.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-15-Kenneth and Elaine Cope - represented at initial hearing by Clayton Logan;  Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny the petition based on the Property Appraiser’s evaluation.  Board Member Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-16, 97-17 and 97-18 - Anetha Whitaker, Patricia Pressley and Susie Baxter-Commissioner Odom motioned to deny these petitions because of the size of the properties.  Board Member Taylor  seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-19-C.G. Howell - Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to grant the exemption on the grounds Mr. Jenkins had stated he made a mistake in denying the agricultural exemption, and the parcel of land is contiguous with the rest of Mr. Howell’s farm.  Board Member Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-20-William Blackburn - Board Member Taylor motioned to grant the exemption because Mr. Blackburn owns more land in the county that is deemed agriculturally exempt.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-23-Sidney Wilson - Board Member Taylor motioned to deny the petition.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-27, 97-28, 97-29 and 97-30-Barry Joye - Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny the petitions because of the late filing.  Board Member Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-42 George Graham - Board Member Taylor motioned to deny the petition because Mr. Graham failed to prove bonafide agricultural use of the property.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	Commissioner Baker  made a motion to go back and reconsider Petition Nos. 97-03, 97-07, 97-08 and 97-11.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded the motion.  The motion carried in a 4-1 vote with Chairman Hillhouse voting against the motion.


	97-03-Richard Perry - Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny the petition.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried in a 4-1 vote with Chairman Hillhouse voting against the denial.


	97-07, 97-08 and 97-11-Thomas Jesse Godbold, Wanda Nell Ward, and Vonnie Adel McElveen - Board Member Taylor motioned to deny.   Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried in a 3-2 vote with Chairman Hillhouse and Commissioner Odom voting against the denial.  


	Board Member Taylor motioned to deny all the petitions for Homestead Exemptions with the exception of the American Evangelistic Association because of the late filings.  The motion was to deny Petition No’s. 97-21, 97-24, 97-25, 97-26, 97-36, 97-38 which were all late filings. Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-22-American Evangelistic Association - Attorney Airth stated his legal opinion is that this Petitioner is entitled to the total exemption because of religious association. Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to grant the total exemption based on Mr. Airth’s legal opinion.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-31-G.E. Grondin - no one present at initial hearing - petition denied.


	97-32-Archie Bussells-Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny this petition based on the Property Appraiser’s evaluation.  Board Member Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	97-33-Genesis Eldercare - no one present at initial hearing - petition denied.


	97-34-Lawrence Migedt - no one present at initial hearing - petition denied.


	97-35-Lance Frier - Board Member Taylor motioned to approve the petition requesting lower market value because of a sinkhole on the property.  Board Member Taylor’s motion was to lower the market value by 20%.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried in a 4-1 vote with Commissioner Baker voting against the approval.


	97-39-Wanda Lanning - no one present at initial hearing-petition denied.











	The Board agreed to recess the meeting at 3:00 P.M. to resume at 8:00 A.M. on Tuesday, October 7, 1997. 


 


	Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to recess until Tuesday, October 7, 1997 at  8:00 A.M.  Board Member Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.





								__________________________


								EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN


								SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD


								OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS





ATTEST:





________________________________


W. RANDY HENDERSON


CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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