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September 25, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

5:05 p.m.

The Suwannee Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for their final budget hearing.  Present were Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Donald Odom, Commissioner Barry Baker, and Deputy Clerks Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove.

Chairman Scott opened the hearing at 5:05 p.m.  Immediately, Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.

 First, Chairman Scott and Commissioner Hillhouse cleared up some questions concerning the new millage rate.  The value of the county has increased by 3.7%, not the actual millage rate. The increase reflects inflation in county operation.  Of a total of 9.050 mills, 5.603 mills will go to General Fund and 3.447 mills to the Fine and Forfeiture Fund.  There were no comments from the public, and Chairman Scott then closed the public hearing.

There were some comments from the Board concerning the proposed budget.

Commissioner Hillhouse then read the proposed resolution concerning the millage rate.

Commissioner Odom motioned to adopt a resolution setting the millage rate at 9.050 mills for the 1998-1999 Fiscal Year.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.  (See Resolution 98-61)


The last item on the agenda was for the Board to speak about and accept the budget for Fiscal Year 1998-1999.

Commissioner Hillhouse stated the only items in the budget that were changed were those two from the hearing on September 15, 1998.  Clerk fees in the sum of $340,000 has moved to the Fine and Forfeiture Fund and $6,000 for the Year 2000 celebrations has been added.  Commissioner Hillhouse then read the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 1998-1999.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adopt a resolution adopting the budget for the 1998-1999 Fiscal Year at $21,528,430.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution 98-62)

Chairman Scott closed the public hearing at 5:10 p.m.

Commissioner Hillhouse requested a proposal from the banks concerning a different debt structure because of the lowered interest rates across the nation.  The letter to request a different debt structure is nearly complete and will be delivered and perhaps answered by the next regular meeting.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott adjourned the hearing at 5:18 p.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD
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