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September 21, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

8:30 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a recess meeting at the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative Building.  The following were present: Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order.  The stated purpose of the meeting was to view the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative Building for possible use as a new Sheriff’s Department Criminal Division office.


Jerry Martin, of Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, opened with remarks about the building before the actual tour began.


The Board was given a tour of the entire premises with questions asked of Mr. Martin.  During a delay caused by rain, Commissioner Baker handed out a copy of a proposed resolution.


At 9:10 a.m., the Board returned to the Conference Room of Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative to continue its meeting.


Chairman Scott read the proposed resolution, pertaining to maintenance and upkeep of the Courthouse.  The resolution states that the Suwannee County Courthouse belongs to the people of Suwannee County and as such, the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners has been given the responsibility of upkeep and maintenance on the same and will approve all maintenance and upkeep done to the building.  Any violation of this will carry the same penalty as defamation of a public building.


Commissioner Baker motioned to approve the resolution.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Following the unanimous vote, there was some discussion as to who would enforce the resolution.  Commissioner Udell suggested that the Board would enforce the Resolution until it went into widespread circulation amongst the county employees, at which time the Maintenance Department would enforce it.


Next was discussion by Paul Dial, County Maintenance Director, about the maintenance on the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative Building.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director, discussed the public building mentioned as a bid during the regular Board meeting of September 15, 1998.


Commissioner Odom motioned to approve the lower bid, that of Boyette’s Construction, for the public works building.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.


Mr. Brown also spoke of repairs to an engine that had been damaged during the weekend.  He quoted an estimate of $5900 dollars to repair the engine.


Commissioner Udell discussed bringing options to the Board of Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative concerning the interest rate of any payment of the building, financing for five years, and a $100,000 down payment for the property.


A lengthy discussion followed, and Mr. Martin agreed to bring the Board’s suggestions before the Board of Suwannee Valley Electric for consideration.


Major Les Hall of the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Department brought before the Board several considerations concerning any possible use of the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative Building.  His main concern was the cost to connect the Sheriff’s Dispatch to the SVEC building via fiberoptics.   Major Hall’s unofficial quote was from thirty to fifty thousand dollars, which Mr. Martin of SVEC stated was close to the cost for a fiberoptics connection of two miles.  A “T1” connection, according to Mr. Martin, would cost the County an estimated one thousand dollars per month.


Commissioner Baker suggested that the Board be allowed 60 days to go over the finances of the County concerning the SVEC building.  A discussion ensued.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated that money from roofing renovations to the Criminal Division could be used to help pay for a new building.   His unofficial estimate of excess money was $50,000 to $60,000 that will not be spent on the present Criminal Division because of the danger from the sinkhole beneath it.


Mr. Martin was questioned concerning utility payments per month.  He stated that the cost per month was between $2,300-$2,400 for electricity only.  However, the water bill would be quite low because a pump on the property provides water for the air conditioning and lawn watering, and the only water paid for would be that used for drinking purposes.


Discussion ensued on the generator, contamination, and problems with the lack of County maintenance employees to adequately maintain all County buildings if the old SVE building is purchased.  Mr. Dial, Director of Maintenance, suggested at least one extra custodian per shift to accommodate the increased load.  Contract work from a cleaning company was also discussed.


There being no further business to discuss before the Board, Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn until 5:05 p.m. on Friday, September 25, 1998.  Commissioner Odom seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The Board adjourned at 9:50 a.m.

___________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________
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CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT

171

