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September 15, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


2:07 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse; Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Commissioner Barry Baker; and Mike Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The purpose the meeting was an advertised public hearing on the Suwannee County Volunteer Fire Departments.  Dan Sivyer, County Fire Coordinator, introduced Ron Beitzel of the Florida Department of Labor, Division of Safety.  Mr. Beitzel first explained that his report was not ready but would be forthcoming.  Mr. Beitzel also discussed his letter of September 4, 1998 that was received by the Suwannee County Board of Commissioners.  Specifically, Mr. Beitzel covered the seven listed issues that he viewed as deficiencies.


Commissioner Baker questioned who was responsible for maintaining the self-contained breathing apparatus.  Mr. Beitzel’s answer was that it was the employer, inferring that the County of Suwannee was the employer.


Mr. Beitzel also mentioned the Ranchettes station as a sanitary problem.  The aforementioned station has only a dirt floor, with little or no concrete.  Mr. Beitzel mentioned the lack of shower facilities.


OSHA does not regulate vehicles, but Mr. Beitzel noted that equipment inspection and standards is needed.  There was some discussion about death of volunteers being primarily from vehicles in transit to or from a scene.


Dan Sivyer approached the Commission and asked for clarification on how to address some of the issues listed by Mr. Beitzel.  Mr. Sivyer proposed that his department assume interior fire response and the training of some of the Volunteer Fire Departments that have proper equipment.


Mr. Sivyer expected some resistance from the Volunteer Fire Departments if the County mandates a county-wide policy.  Furthermore, Mr. Sivyer requested one year to put these changes and policies into effect.  The County Fire Station has effective policies that could be adopted by the Volunteer Fire Departments.


Chairman Scott questioned how training in the new 160 hour course would be manifested.  Mr. Sivyer explained possible alternatives.


There was also discussion about who might be grandfathered into training and certification.


Mr. Sivyer recommended the 160 hour state standard for the Volunteer Fire Departments and suggested that the Volunteer Fire Departments should be required to receive training.


Discussion moved to various stages of training to keep volunteers interested while receiving training.


Commissioner Hillhouse suggested that Mr. Sivyer develop a tentative policy to address issues as a first step.  Commissioner Udell agreed that this would be appropriate and that the Volunteer Fire Departments should have significant input, as the Board is dealing with volunteers.


Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Baker offered $55 each to buy a yard each of concrete for the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department, care of Bill Jackson, Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department 27441, 37th Road, Branford, FL  32008.  Commissioner Odom pledged $100 for the same.


There was discussion about Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) training and who and what situations require them.


Mr. Sivyer devised an approved first aid kit by Dr. Spindel, and that the Volunteer Fire Departments need thirty-eight of these kits.


Mr. Sivyer advised that he needs about three months to implement most of the training.


Mr. Sivyer also asked about budget line item additions to address the Department of Labor issues mentioned by Mr. Beitzel.


Vehicle maintenance items have a procedure of over $700 that goes to a fire network, then fire committee, and finally to the Board of County Commissioners, if the money is available.


Commissioner Hillhouse advised that the line item could be added to the budget but there is no money to put into it and the budget is too far along for any adjustments as far as finding money.


There was also discussion about taking a serious look at fire protection in the county and the money to fund it.  With law and rules, it will take equipment upgrades and money.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated some committees need to be set up early in the year to ask for money.  Commissioner Hillhouse further suggested getting public input and education of the fire and road issues to justify raising money to meet these needs.


There was discussion about public meetings and education of issues.


There was also some discussion that the county fire station at the airport was intended to respond to structure fires just outside the city and not all types of calls over the county.


Commissioner Hillhouse moved to adjourn the special meeting.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.


The meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
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