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September 3, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


9:10 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Jerry Scott; Commissioners Douglas M. Udell; Eddy Hillhouse; Donald M. Odom, Sr.; and Barry Baker; and Jean M. Fieler, Records Supervisor.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with invocation by Commissioner Odom and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Scott announced the following requests for additional agenda items to be heard under Item Number 16:


Consider approval of a county vehicle usage policy;


Consider adoption of a resolution proclaiming the week of September 17 through 23, 1998 as Constitution Week in Suwannee County; and


Discuss written request by the School Superintendent Wyman Harvard for the county to remove the old voting precinct building located at the corner of Marymac and Walker Streets in Live Oak for safety reasons.

Commissioner Odom motioned that the requested additional items be placed on the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Regarding the minutes of the meetings held on July 7 and 21, and August 4, 1998, Commissioner Baker motioned for approval.  

Commissioner Odom pointed out on the July 21, 1998 minutes on page 20 where Commissioner Odom is indicated to have motioned and seconded the same motion.

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom (including the changes as requested) and carried unanimously.


Saunders Tyre, Chief Housing Counselor of the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. was next to present the Annual S.H.I.P. Report and request approval of same.  Mr. Tyre briefly reviewed the report with the Commissioners, and answered their questions.  Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott turned the floor over to Marjorie Carmichael, who requested funding for the Millennium 2000 Celebration.  Ms. Carmichael asked the Commissioners to budget $6,000 this year and $6,000 next year and explained the City of Live Oak has committed the same amount.


The Board informed Ms. Carmichael they would look into the matter and come back in two weeks with a decision.


Daniel Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, requested approval of changes to the volunteer fire department grant agreement form.  He pointed out some changes to the agreement, including a clause allowing for liability insurance coverage for the buildings housing the volunteer fire departments.


The Board decided to wait on approval of the agreement until further investigation of the cost involved in providing coverage.

Mr. Airth suggested that “a reasonable percentage” in paragraph 1.-c. should be clarified.

In order to allow Wyman Harvard, Superintendent of Schools, to get back to work, Commissioner Udell motioned that the following Additional Agenda Item be heard at this time:  Discussion of a written request by the School Superintendent for the county to remove the old voting precinct building located at the corner of Marymac and Walker Streets in Live Oak for safety reasons.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell communicated to Mr. Harvard the Road Department would be willing to deliver the debris to one of the local C & D Landfills if the School Board would be willing to pay the tipping fee.  Mr. Harvard stated he would bring the matter to the School Board for approval.

Commissioner Udell motioned that the Road Department be allowed to take the building out provided the School Board pay the tipping fee, subject to the approval of the School Board.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, also requested the Board for approval of pager communications service with The Beeper People.  He described the beeper service for the Board, and suggested the cost of $5,115.80, which covers all the departments, be handled through the administrative fees from the F.E.M.A. dollars for the first year.  After that, the cost would need to come out of the individual departments.  Mr. McDonald pointed out the fact that using the beepers would eliminate some of the cell phone use because the beepers have the capability to receive messages up to 250 letters.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the request (pager communications service with The Beeper People for a total cost of $5,115,80).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. McDonald then requested approval of Communications Committee recommendation to authorize the committee to negotiate a price on behalf of the Board with Motorola, Inc. to improve the county’s communication capabilities.  He explained the committee came up with two priorities:  To improve hand held radio and mobile radio to base station communications to improve officer safety for all public safety entities involved in the county, which is by far the most concern; and to eliminate any dead areas existing in base to mobile communications for all public safety agencies.


Mr. McDonald explained the cost, which is projected to be between $225,000 and $250,000, would come out of the Communications Surcharge Fund.  Since the money cannot be paid out all at one time, Mr. McDonald suggested either entering into a Lease to Purchase Agreement or borrowing the money out of the Hospital Fund.  He explained Motorola has requested a commitment to this project before they proceed with further negotiating, however, the commitment would not cost the county anything.


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve.


Before the vote was taken, Mr. McDonald clarified for Commissioner Baker the money will come out of 1650 County Wide Communication and Reserve-Traffic Fine Communication System Fund.


Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom.  After a brief discussion, the motion carried by unanimous vote.


Chairman Scott called for a break.

September 3, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

10:30 A.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order and turned the floor over to Robinette C. Robinson, Planning & Zoning Director.  She requested the Board’s consideration of preliminary plat approval of the revised plat of Circle J Ranch Subdivision.


Ms. Robinson briefly reviewed with the Board the changes requested at the July 7, 1998 meeting, and answered several questions for the Board.  

Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned for preliminary plat approval of Circle J Ranch Subdivision.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.

Ms. Robinson then requested preliminary plat approval of Blackberry Hill Farms Subdivision.  She reminded the Board of the changes requested at the July 7, 1998 meeting.  She pointed out Lots 5 & 6 are flag lots, which would require a variance.  Accordingly, Commissioner Baker motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries requested approval of the Fiscal Year 1998-99 State Aid to Libraries Grant Applications for the Suwannee County Library and Suwannee River Regional Library System.

Mr. Hales explained the grant agreements for the Board, after which Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the Fiscal Year 1998-99 State Aid to Libraries Grant Applications for the Suwannee County Library and Suwannee River Regional Library System.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.

Next up for consideration was adoption of a resolution regarding the use of county funds to be saved as a result of approval by the electorate of proposed Revision #7 to Article V of the Constitution of the State of Florida.

Commissioner Hillhouse briefly reviewed the resolution for the Board, after which, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for adoption.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-54)

Commissioner Baker motioned for reappointment of Louis Berry to another term as a member of the Board of Directors of the North Central Florida Health Planning Council.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

Commissioner Odom motioned for reappointment of Pat Fletcher to another term on the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Planning & Zoning Board.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell motioned for reappointment of Reverend C. C. Curry and Mrs. Chestine Curry each to three-year terms on the Historical Commission.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.

Commissioner Baker requested the Board’s consideration for accepting a donation of a video camera for the Board to use to have a record of meetings to be maintained as a video library by the County Commission staff.  The Board briefly discussed this matter, however, no action was taken at this time.

Chairman Scott moved on to Additional Agenda Items, beginning with consideration of approval of a county vehicle usage policy.  Commissioner Hillhouse explained the events leading up to the preparation of the policy, and encouraged the Board members to review it and come back with their thoughts.


The next additional agenda item was consideration of adoption of a resolution proclaiming the week of September 17 through 23, 1998 as Constitution Week in Suwannee County.  The Chairman read the proclamation aloud, after which, Commissioner Baker motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-55)


Chairman Scott opened up the public comment portion of the meeting.


George Fuller took the floor to comment on the ordinance requiring culverts with all new homes.  He pointed out several homes have been constructed without the culverts and there is no punishment for those individuals.


Commissioner Hillhouse interjected the Road Department is addressing this issue from their end.

The Chairman moved on to Staff Reports, beginning with Robinette Robinson, Planning & Zoning Director.  She reported some individuals in the Agriculture-1 Zone District are in the process of developing property to store and process dump trucks.  There is an existing shop to service the trucks, however, there is not provision for this type of activity in Agriculture-1 Zone District.  Ms. Robinson asked the Board if they would be interested in changing the language in the Land Development Regulations.  She explained there is a fee if the individuals apply for a special exception, however, if the county changes the text, there is no fee.

Commissioner Odom motioned that the language be changed to accommodate the individuals.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Robinson then referenced the Courthouse Restoration Grant and informed the Board the application will be reviewed on September 15, 1998 at 9:00 A.M.  She referenced a fax from Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, indicating supporters of the application will need to be present, as well as at least one Commissioner, to informally lobby for the grant.

The Board instructed Ms. Robinson to try to reschedule the meeting since September 15th is a regular Board meeting day.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, briefly reported on the storm damage.  He also informed the Board he will be requesting authorization to utilize the litter grant to purchase a small building to attach to the building at the landfill to store records.


Mr. Brown spoke about Amnesty Day, when any county resident will be able to bring their hazardous materials to the landfill, free of charge.  He encouraged the Board to set a date.  Mr. Brown also reported on a problem with people abusing the tire-dumping privilege at the Solid Waste Collection Centers.


J. Danny Hales, Director of Libraries confirmed the date for the grand opening of the Branford Library as Sunday, September 20, 1998 at 2:00 P.M.  He reported the computer contract has been implemented for all the libraries.


Mr. Hales stated he has been elected to serve as the Florida Library Association’s representative to the American Library Association, which will come with a travel budget.


Mr. Hales also explained the layout of the handicapped parking spaces at the Branford Library for Commissioner Odom.


Chairman Scott recessed for a break.

September 3, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

11:45 A.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order and turned the floor over to Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director.  Mr. Scott reported he has received the packet for the Wellborn Grant, however, one of the requirements is that an engineer be obtained to draw up the plans.  It was clarified this matter would need to be placed on the next agenda for the Board’s consideration.


Mr. Scott informed the Board the $250,000 grant, which can be matched retroactively, is being mailed to Tallahassee today.  He briefly spoke on the football program.  He also reported the Kiwanis Club has provided a handicap-accessible ramp at the Sports Complex.

Mr. Scott reported he has been selected to represent the District for the Professional Association of the Florida Parks Association.

Chairman Scott congratulated Danny Hales and Greg Scott for their appointments.


Commissioner Odom motioned for approval of payment of invoice batches 98-547 through 98-570, totaling $786,886.49.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

SEPTEMBER 3, 1998

FUND


AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND


$322,869.96 

FINE & FORFEITURE


$6,305.57 

STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE


$143.49 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND


$9,665.58 

LAW ENFORCEMENT


$13.83 

FIRE PROTECTION FUND


$9,532.54 

EMS GRANT FUND


$188.00 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT


$8,069.68 

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT


$513.44 

LAW EDUCATION


$17,029.47 

ROAD & BRIDGE


$215,498.48 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT


$1,807.80 

RECREATION FUND


$22,510.96 

LIBRARY FUND


$97,673.45 

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM


$26,954.31 

RENOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND


$32.07 

AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT


$18,889.52 

RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND


$1,380.66 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION


$16,509.22 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL


$11,298.46 


TOTAL:

$786,886.49 


Under Other Business, Commissioner Udell addressed the Board about two rural churches, Mariah A.M.E. and Mt. Zion, in dire need of a paved road.  He requested authorization to work up a cost analysis with Ray Brown and come back to the Board with the numbers.  Chairman Scott indicated this would be acceptable.


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn at 11:55 A.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.







____________________________________






JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN







SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

ATTEST:




OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

___________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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