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July 21, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P. M.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met for a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioners Eddy Hillhouse, Douglas Udell, Donald Odom, Sr., and Barry Baker, and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was County Attorney, Hal A. Airth.

The meeting was opened with the invocation led by Commissioner Odom, and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.  Commissioner Hillhouse then read a letter of thanks from the family of Edward L. Allen, recently deceased after a lengthy illness.

Chairman Scott announced the following additional agenda items to be heard under Item 17:

1. Consider approval of contract for an F.B.O. at the Suwannee County Airport;

2. Consider approval of renewal of contract with Richard C. Powell, Public Accountant for audit and accounting services for Fiscal Year ending September 30, 1998;

3. Consider designating Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse as budget officer on an interim basis;

4. Consider approval to hold a budget workshop on Tuesday, August 25, 1998 at 9:00 a.m., and if the need arises, continue the workshop on Thursday, August 27, 1998;

5. Consider approval to hold public hearings concerning the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 1998-99 on the following dates and times:  Tuesday, September 15th and Thursday, September 22, 1998;

6. Consider approval of Certification of Taxable Value;

7. Consider approval for the Fire Coordinator to purchase a staff vehicle in the current budget year; and

8. Request permission for use of the coliseum for the millennium committee for January 16, 1999.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of placing the items on the agenda under Additional Agenda Items.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom.

Before the vote was taken, Hal A. Airth, County Attorney requested that the agreement with Wal*Mart for the drainage easement be discussed.  He explained a change providing for drainage to go across Skeen Road to a natural drainage area rather than into their retention pond, which would require the Board’s approval.

Commissioner Udell added the Wal*Mart item to his motion and Commissioner Odom seconded.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Bill Herman, of All-Around Recycling was up next to discuss his company’s collection program for clothes and textiles in Suwannee County.  He advised the Board that 6.5% of the contents of the landfill is clothing.  Mr. Herman described his company as a for-profit company, which supports the Missing Children Foundation.  Mr. Herman informed the Board his plan is to place the yellow containers at the collection sites and pointed out the county would be paid $100 per ton for items taken from the sites.  There is no cost to the county and the containers are serviced by his company’s trucks about twice a week.  Mr. Herman assured the Board his company insures and indemnifies the county against liability.

Mr. Herman answered several questions for the Board.  It was agreed this item would be tabled to allow Mr. Airth to research this matter further.

Ronnie Poole was up next to discuss the option to purchase property from William Kenneth Daughtery.  He pointed out an error in the contract regarding the July 1st expiration.  He explained the expiration date should be March 7, 1998.  In addition, he spoke to Mrs. Daughtery and she felt the money in the contract should read $25,000, which appears to be correct according to Mr. Poole.

Commissioner Udell asked if the numbers had been run by the check-writer (the Clerk) for verification.  Mr. Poole responded they had not, but felt it was a good idea.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the proposed option, subject to the outlined changes.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Udell stated he would like the figures run by the Clerk.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.  

At 6:30 P.M., Chairman Scott moved on to the second and final public hearing for CDBG El Nino disaster funding.  Scott Koons, of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council informed the Board there had been no applicants responding to the advertisements, and therefore there is no basis for the county to apply for the grant.  

Mr. Koons advised the Commissioners that Board action would be required to decline application for the grant, and Commissioner Hillhouse so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

Mr. Koons reminded the Board about the Citizens Advisory Task Force for Community Development needing reappointments and replacements.  The Board instructed Elaine Robinson to make a note for future Board action.

Tim Alcorn was up next to discuss the use of the old canning center at the Coliseum by the Fair Board.  He reported the plans of the Fair Board are to move the office into the canning area, put on a new roof, and surrender the current office space.  

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the Fair Board’s request.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.

Before the vote was taken, Mr. Alcorn asked for ten years’ use if the Fair Board finances the improvements.

Commissioner Odom, as the Commission’s representation on the Fair Board, stated the Fair Board needs the space and will improve the building.

Commissioner Udell amended his motion to allow 10 years’ use, and Commissioner Odom seconded the amended motion.

The Chairman injected the Fair Board is willing to replace the entire roof, even though only one-half of the building will be utilized by the Fair Board; leaving the remaining space for the county.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, brought up for discussion an ordinance for 911 addressing.  He described the problems being created with numbering of private drives by changes in land ownership.  Mr. McDonald explained how he intends to resolve the problems through the changes in the proposed ordinance.

After a brief discussion, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for approval for Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director to have Hal A. Airth, County Attorney draw up the changes to the ordinance for submission to the Board at a later date.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

Mr. McDonald then requested approval of mitigation grants under the Stafford Act.  He explained there is a July 30th  deadline for improving some schools or public structures to retrofit as shelters.  He reported the grant is a 25% matching grant.  Mr. McDonald cautioned the county currently has no shelter sufficient to house disaster victims above a level two hurricane.

Mr. McDonald informed the Board the Sheriff’s CD building might also be eligible for funding under the mitigation grants.  Mr. Airth explained two inspections have been made on the CD building.  One inspection indicated new damage caused by the sinkholes and the other inspection indicated old damage and cracks.  The question now is whether Nationwide Insurance will pay for the damage.  The last word from the insurance company, Mr. Airth advised, is a denial of responsibility.


Mr. McDonald added the Board can now apply for the F.E.M.A. funding since the insurance company has refused to pay off.  Mr. Airth pointed out that taking the F.E.M.A. money would indicate an acceptance that the insurance company is not responsible for the claim.

In reply to a question by Commissioner Baker, Mr. McDonald explained the county would not have to use the $105,000 from F.E.M.A. on the CD building.  However, that $105,000 is the only funding F.E.M.A. will ever provide for the CD building.  Commissioner Odom asked Mr. McDonald if he was sure the F.E.M.A. grant would pay off.  Mr. McDonald stated he is in receipt of a D.S.R. from F.E.M.A. that indicates “subject to denial of insurance company to pay this claim”.  It was clarified the Board would probably still be able to seek recourse through the insurance company if F.E.M.A. denies the grant application.

Commissioner Udell motioned to authorize Murel McDonald to continue on and make application for some mitigation for the (CD) building since the insurance company has indicated they are not going to pay the claim.  Commissioner Hillhouse clarified the motion is to accept the insurance company’s denial and continue on with the D.S.R.

Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to continue with the D.S.R., and either the D.S.R. or the insurance company pays the claim.

Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Udell seconded the motion on the floor.  For clarification, Commissioner Hillhouse stated the motion is to pursue the D.S.R. and the D.S.R. pays or the insurance company pays for the damages.   Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Mr. McDonald stated he now needs a motion to authorize him to go ahead with the mitigation grant to retrofit the school with shutters, and allow the Chairman to sign off on the grant in order to have it in Tallahassee by July 30, 1998.  Commissioner Udell motioned to approve.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.

Prompted by a question from the audience, Paul Dial, Maintenance Supervisor commented the sinking action is very slow at this time, but can change at any time.

Chairman Scott recessed the meeting for a break.
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Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order and turned the floor over to John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries.  Mr. Hales explained an error to the Board regarding the Library Internet system.  He stated the RS6000 for general automation system upgrade is not a sole source item as originally thought.  He requested the Board waive the purchasing policies on the upgrade purchase, which would be $7,900.

After consulting Mr. Airth on this matter, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion and it carried by unanimous vote.

Chairman Scott announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving Special Permit No. SP-98-07-01 by Dan Winchester of Creative Planning Group, Inc., as agent for Henry E. Mangels, to be granted a special permit for a 300-foot telecommunications tower.

Robinette Robinson, Planning & Zoning Director, gave the Staff Report.  She stated notice of the hearing was published in the newspaper, the appropriate parties were notified by certified mail, and a sign notifying the public of the hearing was placed in front of the property.

Ms. Robinson answered a few questions for the Board, after which, Dan Winchester, agent for Henry E. Mangels took the floor.  He assured the Board the tower would meet the special conditions and standards set forth by the county.  Mr. Winchester answered several questions for the Board.  Responding to Commissioner Udell, Mr. Winchester stated he would be willing to stipulate to the chain-link fencing and climb guards around the tower.

Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, asked Mr. Winchester if he would consider allowing space for the public safety entities.


Mr. Winchester referred Mr. McDonald to Jim Maless, Zoning Manager for the Southeast Region of O.P.M., U.S.A.  Mr. Maless explained the public safety entities can be accommodated for free, depending upon the situation.  If not, the charge is minimum.  The only thing they cannot provide is a building, unless they have a building on the site already.

For the purpose of clarification, Mr. McDonald explained the county has been looking for locations to house the public safety entities and one of the needs is in the area of the tower.  He asked Mr. Maless again if he was willing to give the county the tower space for free.  Mr. Maless committed to give the county the tower space for free.

Chairman Scott asked for any additional questions.  There were no further questions at that time.  The Chairman then opened the floor for public comment.

Gilbert Berando addressed the Board.  He requested some information in writing regarding the anticipated daily traffic and access to the tower.  He stated he is not really excited about having the tower because they usually come in mass once one is installed.

There were some additional questions for Mr. Mangels, and a brief discussion regarding the traffic impact.

Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Udell motioned for approval (to adopt a resolution approving Special Permit No. SP-98-07-01 by Dan Winchester of Creative Planning Group, Inc., as agent for Henry E. Mangels, to be granted a special permit for a 300-foot telecommunications tower).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker.  Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Odom asked O.P.M. to provide the Board in writing that they would provide the county free space if needed.  Chairman Scott clarified that the motion includes all the conditions previously discussed.  Motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-47)

W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court opened the following bids for a fuel management system for the Public Works Department:

1.  Holly, Inc of Tallahassee, Florida:  $ 13,350, with $2,500 train on software added and 200 cards;

2.  Pipeline Energy of Jacksonville, Florida:  $3,400 to clean tank and for disposal of 1,500 of the remaining product in the tank, to install fuel pumps with hog nozzle hose and swivel breakaway and pipe, $8,200, furnish and install fuel management cards to include 300 cards and computer hookup, complete electrical service, furnish carburetors and pulsars for existing dispenser for a total of $24,880, for a complete project of $36,480;

3.  Florida Equipment Sales of Jacksonville, Florida:  $30,455 for a 500 gallon tank and the specifications previously mentioned; and

4.  G. B. Robbins, Jacksonville, Florida:  $40,050 for installation of a fuel management system with a 10,000-gallon tank.

Clerk Henderson advised the Board about a new law allowing the county to go with a sole source option when the bids do not meet specifications.

The bids were turned over to Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for his review.

Major Les Hall of the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Department requested approval to apply for the second year to the Department of Justice for a 10% matching grant for the purpose of purchasing law enforcement equipment.  Major Hall explained a little bit about the grant, after which Commissioner Baker moved for approval to reapply, with Commissioner Hillhouse as the designee to sign.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion and it carried by unanimous vote.

Major Hall then brought up for discussion a situation involving transportation of medically impaired persons who are Baker Act designees.  He explained the Sheriff is responsible to transport these individuals to Meridian in Lake City.  Major Hall reported there appears to be some possible abuse by one of the referring facilities because they seem to refer people with problems more medical in nature, rather than mental.  Major Hall stated the Sheriff’s Department does not have the proper equipment, facilities, or training to transport people with medical problems.  He referenced Florida Statutes allowing the Sheriff’s Department to decline transporting vehicles only when they have contracted on an annual basis for emergency medical transport service with a private transport company.

Captain John Mills addressed the Board on this issue.  He reported the Sheriff’s Department makes two to ten trips per week transporting individuals.  He also felt one of the referring agencies is abusing the Sheriff’s Department.  He referenced a patient he reluctantly transported to Lake City because the facility refused to call an ambulance due to financial reasons.

After a lengthy discussion covering insurance and liability, Murel McDonald, Director of Emergency Medical Services agreed to investigate the transport companies and services available and report back to the Board.

Chairman Scott called for a recess.
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Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order and brought up for discussion the use of county-owned parks by certain groups for camping.  He reminded the Board that camping at the county parks and springs is not allowed.  Commissioner Baker added there are no facilities at the parks and springs for restrooms and cooking, which causes problems for nearby residents.  He suggested this matter be referred to the springs committee for a recommendation.

In response to a remark from the audience that some people are allowed to camp and some people are not, Major Hall mentioned an incident where one of the Suwannee County Deputies came upon a chaperoned group of kids camping at the springs who felt they had permission to camp there.  The Deputy gave the group until the next morning to pack up and leave.

After a lengthy discussion on the topic, it decided this matter would be investigated further by the springs committee.

The next agenda item was consideration of a fire contract with the Town of Branford.  Commissioner Baker briefly explained the contract is basically the same.  The county provides $7,500 per year to Branford as a rural fire district.  Commissioner Odom added the agreement currently provides that the Town of Branford would return any funds they do not use, however, they would like to keep those funds in their budget.  

Commissioner Odom motioned to accept the interlocal fire agreement with Branford.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried by unanimous vote.  


For the next item Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to approve the list of projects for submission to the Transportation Enhancement Program to the Florida Department of Transportation.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director brought up for discussion road priorities with the Department of Transportation.  He suggested the following priorities:  Widening and resurfacing of C.R. 250; resurfacing of C.R.49; and deceleration/acceleration lane on U.S. 129 South in front of the library.

He pointed out the Board might want to reapply for the requests that were denied last year:  A turn lane at Mitchell Road and Highway 90 West; a turn lane at the intersection of C.R. 49 and Highway 90 East; and a traffic signal at the B & B Store and Highway 90 East in Wellborn.

Chairman Scott suggested C.R. 49 should be widened as well as resurfaced.

Greg Scott, Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Director requested a sidewalk on Walker Street to the Sports Complex.  He referenced special funding for this project.

Mr. Brown suggested using those same funds for lighting and a sidewalk to Wal*Mart from town.

After further discussion, Commissioner Baker motioned to approve the road projects for submission to the Florida Department of Transportation.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion and it carried by unanimous vote.


Commissioner Hillhouse presented an update of the progress of the Fiscal Year 1998-99 budget.  He reported the Board has returned the budgets to the departments to revise according to the available funding.  He stated it was his understanding “available revenues” included fund balance money.

The Commissioners then discussed several matters regarding the position of County Coordinator, including the appointment of an Interim County Coordinator, revisions to the job description, and advertising for same.

Commissioner Hillhouse suggested the job description should be revised to include the Budget Officer’s duties, and should be called “County Coordinator/Budget Officer”.

Several Commissioners felt the language describing the requirement of a Master’s Degree or the equivalent job experience needed clarification.  It was suggested the requirement should be lowered to a Bachelor’s Degree.

Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to change the position of County Coordinator to County Coordinator/Budget Officer, and to add the language “Coordinate the preparation of the county budget, monitor and review all expenditures during the year, do the fund balance analysis, expense and revenue analysis”, and any other job description that goes along with the budget office that needs to be added in.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion and carried unanimously.

Regarding the appointment of an Interim County Coordinator, Commissioner Udell motioned to appoint Robinette Robinson, provided she will accept the appointment.  (Ms. Robinson agreed to accept the position on an interim basis.)  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell questioned the pay scale for such a position.  Luanne Mixon informed the Board Ms. Robinson would automatically receive the minimum salary level of the position.

Commissioner Hillhouse proposed the job description for County Coordinator/Budget Officer be rewritten before advertising.

Chairman Scott moved on to Additional Agenda Items, beginning with consideration of approval of contract for an F.B.O. at the Suwannee County Airport.  Commissioner Hillhouse introduced Tom Davis and explained the contract is the same as last time, with the changes requested by the Board.  Accordingly, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

In consideration of approval of renewal of the contract with Richard C. Powell, Public Accountant for audit and accounting services for Fiscal Year ending September 30, 1998, Commissioner Odom motioned to approve.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  

Luanne Mixon, Administrative Service Director, brought before the Board consideration of designating Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse as budget officer on an interim basis.  She explained the position goes back to the Clerk of Circuit Court unless the Board appoints an interim budget officer.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Baker, the Board unanimously designated Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse as interim budget officer.

Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Hillhouse cleared up some rumors by stating he will not apply for the County Coordinator/Budget Officer position.

The Board set the following budget workshop dates:  Tuesday, August 25, 1998 at 9:00 a.m., and if the need arises, continue the workshop on Thursday, August 27, 1998.  The following public hearing dates were also established:  Tuesday, September 15, 1998 at 5:05 P.M. to consider tentative approval of the budget for Fiscal Year 1998-99 and Thursday, September 22, 1998 at 6:00 P.M. to hold the Final Budget Hearing.  Commissioner Odom moved for approval of the dates.  

Chairman Scott moved on to approval of the Certification of Taxable Value,  Commissioner Hillhouse explained a little bit about the Certificate, however, it was pointed out to the Chairman that no vote was taken on the previous item, nor was there a second on the motion.  Accordingly, motion (on budget workshops and public budget hearing dates) was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.

Regarding approval of the Certificate of Taxable Value, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

Commissioner Baker brought before the Board consideration of approval for the Fire Coordinator to purchase a staff vehicle through the Sheriffs state contract in the current budget year.  He explained the current vehicle has over 100,000 miles on it.  Commissioner Hillhouse clarified the money for the purchase is in the fund balance this year, and will be repaid out of next year’s budget.

Commissioner Baker motioned that Dan Sivyer, Fire Coordinator be given ability to go out for bid on the vehicle as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.  Chairman Scott clarified that Mr. Sivyer’s request did not involve going out for bid.  Accordingly, Commissioner Baker withdrew his motion.  He motioned that Dan Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, be authorized to go out and purchase the vehicle through the Sheriff’s state contract.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.

Before the vote was taken, Major Hall explained the Sheriff’s Department purchased the vehicles not through a state contract, but through the bid process, and came in approximately $1,200 under bid contract with Duval Ford at $18,152.

Chairman Scott stated the purchase would be approved at the price of $18,291, and if the price is different, then the county will go out for bids.

Motion carried unanimously.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, counseled the Board would have to go out for bid on this purchase if they do not go with the state contract.

Commissioner Baker withdrew his motion.

It was suggested the bid for the vehicle be piggy-backed with the Sheriff’s Department’s bids.

Commissioner Baker clarified his motion:  If the county can purchase the vehicle at the price of $18,291, the purchase is authorized.  If not, the county will go out for bids.

Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to approve the request for permission to use the coliseum for the millennium committee for January 16, 1999.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, brought before the Board a proposed Wal*Mart drainage easement.  He referenced some language in the easement explaining the purpose of the easement is to carry water runoff across Skeen Road through the easement and into the Wal*Mart drainage pond.  The Wal*Mart engineers have indicated the pipe runs into the wetlands located east of the Wal*Mart property.

Commissioner Odom motioned for approval to change the agreement.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.

Referencing an earlier agenda item, a member of the audience asked if the fee would be waived for the use of the coliseum by the millennium committee.  The Board stated that it would be free of charge.

Chairman Scott opened the public comment portion of the meeting.

Dean Pappapetrou, Chairman of the Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, thanked the Board for helping save the Willow Tree outside the Chamber building.

There was no further public comment at that time.


Moving on to the next item, Ray Brown, Public Works Director, was first with his Staff Report.  He reported on some work being done out at the arena and requested permission to use inmate assistance on the project.  Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown also reported on the F.E.M.A. money coming back to the county in the amount of $1,069,106.  Contracts have been sent out on 29th Road, 57th Drive, 71st Drive, 101st Drive, and 61st Drive.  In addition, the State has waived the 12% match, which amounts to $314,949 to Suwannee County so far.  He recommended the Board go ahead with the F.E.M.A. projects, catch up with the smaller projects, and set next summer as a goal for the asphalt paving project.

Mr. Brown also informed the Board there seems to be a misunderstanding regarding the fuel system contracts.  He requested the bids be tabled in order to rebid with different specs.  The Board was in agreement with Mr. Brown.

J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, reported on the walk-through acceptance of the Branford Library.  He explained a problem with a small curb in the parking lot that might cause someone to trip if not repaired.  Mr. Hales stated Ray Brown has agreed to fix the problem.

In addition, there is a door-swing problem that he will require Clemons and Rutherford to change at their cost.

Hal Airth, County Attorney, reported the Suwannee Farms case is still continuing.

Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, passed out copies of a Comprehensive Annual Financial Report put out by the Clerk’s Finance Department.  He explained this handout was submitted to the Governmental Finance Association to go along with the Clerk’s application for a Certificate of Excellence in Governmental Accounting.

He suggested the new contract with the auditor include that he help work on the report so the county can continue next year to apply for the Certificate of Excellence.  Clerk Henderson announced there are 5,000 copies of the report available to the citizens.

Clerk Henderson addressed the Board regarding the meetings of the finance committee.  He did not recall being notified of the meetings and reminded the Board that all meetings of committees appointed by the Board fall under the Sunshine Laws.  He requested, as a member of the committee appointed by the Board, that he be notified of the meetings so he can have a Clerk to take the minutes.


Commissioner Hillhouse asked the Clerk the estimated cost of the reports he distributed.  The Clerk responded the reports were created in-house in the Finance Department.


Commissioner Baker felt 5,000 copies was extravagant.  The Clerk clarified the reports were paid for with Clerk’s fees, not taxpayer dollars.

Clerk Henderson asserted he is proud of the reports and the public has a right to know the public finances.  The report is designed by the Governmental Finance Organizations to be made for the citizens because regular audits are difficult to read.  The Certificate of Excellence is awarded based upon the design and comprehension by the lay people.

Commissioner Udell asked the Clerk to explain the benefit of the Certificate of Excellence award.  Clerk Henderson stated the county can get the highest ratings on bond issues, which results in lower issuance fees.

Commissioner Hillhouse asked Clerk Henderson to clarify how Clerk’s fees paid for the preparation of the report if the Finance Department is funded by the Board.  Clerk Henderson responded the Board funds the salaries and operation of the Finance Department, but the cost of the report came out of the 1103 budget.

Commissioner Baker asked for clarification on the traffic fines.  Clerk Henderson referred Commissioner Baker to the budget officer for an explanation of the Fine and Forfeiture Fund.  Commissioner Hillhouse, as the budget officer stated he could not explain how the Clerk’s Office did this.

Clerk Henderson explained the charter accounts are set up by the Legislature, which is open to the public.  He invited the public to come see the books.

Commissioner Hillhouse stated he just wanted to find out the cost of the reports and how the reports will benefit the citizens.

Commissioner Udell stated he thought the Clerk was joking when he stated he had 5,000 reports available.

Clerk Henderson stated it is his decision as a Constitutional Officer to bring accountability and open up the government to the citizens.  

Commissioner Hillhouse did not understand how anything the Clerk does is not at the cost of the taxpayers.

Clerk Henderson clarified he runs the Clerk’s Office like a business.  He takes in user fees.

Commissioner Udell asked the Clerk if the user fees become the property of the county.

Clerk Henderson explained the excess fees roll over to the Board, for example, last year the Clerk rolled over $148,000 to the Board.

Commissioner Udell felt 5,000 books was excessive.

Clerk Henderson pointed out 5,000 is only 1/6 of the population.

Commissioner Hillhouse stated the Board is always conservative with the preparation of the audits.

Clerk Henderson reminded the Board they pay the auditor $50 a piece for an audit and he assured the Board he prepared the report at a much cheaper cost.

Major Les Hall, of the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Department, presented the Board with the monthly Sheriff’s report.  He informed the Board the Sheriff is $961.40 over budget as of the end of June.  If the F.E.M.A. money is factored in, the Board is approximately $123,400 under budget.  The Sheriff’s Department has received approximately $106,000 from F.E.M.A. and he was very happy to see the letter from the Governor’s Office waiving the 12.5% match.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve invoice batches 98-0475 through 98-0497 totaling $822,711.68.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.
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FUND


AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND


$461,793.45 

FINE & FORFEITURE


$23,028.36 

STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE


$7,183.80 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND


$11,111.81 

FIRE PROTECTION FUND


$11,559.89 

EMS GRANT FUND


$6,123.00 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT


$5,081.96 

ROAD & BRIDGE


$178,188.37 

RECREATION FUND


$17,853.28 

LIBRARY FUND


$37,824.27 

RECREATION GRANT


$65.00 

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM


$26,000.00 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION


$16,436.12 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL


$20,462.37 


TOTAL:

$822,711.68 

Elaine Robinson advised the Board of a special meeting to interview for the position of 4-H Coordinator set for Tuesday, August 18, 1998 at 3:00 P.M.

Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn at 10:15 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.







____________________________________







JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN
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