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June 11, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


5:00 P. M.


On the above date and time the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners held a special meeting concerning the Suwannee County Landfill and participation by the City of Live Oak, Florida.  Present were:  Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Donald Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, and Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson.  Commissioner Douglas Udell was not present.

The Chairman called the meeting to Order and called upon Commissioner Hillhouse.  


Commissioner Hillhouse advised he had been in contact with Attorneys regarding a possible suit against the City of Live Oak. If they do indeed withdraw from participation in the landfill and do not voluntarily agree to pay their share of debt service on the current landfill site, and contamination cost for the old landfill, the County should sue.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated the Attorneys believed the County had a case that could be won.  He further stated that the Board needs to make a decision on how to proceed with regard to the City and there were budgetary time constraints driving the need for making a decision soon.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator informed the Board if the County continued to charge a total of $50 to the City for a combined tipping and contamination fee, it would be a workable solution for the County.  He added that it would also be a fair deal for the City when considering the County can assess city residents a contamination fee via a special assessment.  He added that if the City withdraws and does not pay the debt and contamination fees the citizens of Suwannee County will ultimately have to be assessed an additional $25 in special assessments to balance the lost landfill revenue from the City.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated the question at hand was does the Board want to go back to the City one more time and make them the offer of a combined fee of $50 per ton.  He added that it is a general consensus that the city has a liability for part of the debt service on the current landfill as they were a party to the loan and the deal in general.  If they insist they are withdrawing from participation and going with a private waste contractor, does the Board want to go ahead and hire Mr. Nabor’s law firm to sue the City.


Commissioner Hillhouse added the City would hopefully realize if they lose such a lawsuit their apparent savings with a private waste contractor would in the end be no gain at all.


Chairman Scott stated that even though it was an oral Agreement between Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners and the City Council, he felt the City owed the County a fair portion of the debt service as they were a party to the agreement and their tonnage was calculated in the FHA Loan.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated Frank Darabi, the landfill consultant advised the County should go directly to the City to seek the financial relief as opposed to placing a special assessment on City residents.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated one option was to let the City walk away and forget about any obligation they owe the County and let the residents in the unincorporated areas of the County pay the difference.


Commissioner Odom was opposed to the County residents being penalized because the City wants to abandon its obligation.  He added that most of the contamination in the old landfill was probably from the City in the first place and they should certainly pay part of the cost associated with it.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated the Board needed to authorize County Coordinator Ed Allen and Public Works Director Ray Brown to approach the City with this last offer, and if it is not accepted, plan to proceed with a suit.


Commissioner Hillhouse added that the City’s current rate of landfill fees expires October 1, 1998.  The County must be able to plan its budget and the City’s intention is a key factor.  If the City declines the offer and will not enter into a written agreement for the life of the current landfill cell, they need to go ahead and find somewhere else to go or at least be prepared to pay a more realistic tipping fee in the interim.


Commissioner Baker questioned exactly what Commissioner Hillhouse was suggesting the Board and staff should do next.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated the Board, its staff and our attorneys should meet with them, present the offer as a last and final offer with the intention of suing them if they do not agree to the offer.


There was some discussion of what date might be best to meet with the City and the legal deadlines involved with the County’s budget.


Chairman Scott noted that the law firm the Board has consulted, Nabors and Giblin has advised the Board other Counties have won on this same issue.


Commissioner Baker expressed some concerns about the effects on the Town of Branford and Lafayette County.


Commissioner Odom moved to have Board and staff contact the City and attempt to set up a meeting before the City Council and explain the offer of $50 per ton one last time and explain the contamination and debt service issue.  Commissioner Hillhouse made a second.  The motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Odom asked if anyone was having a problem with complaints about C&D materials being delivered to the collection sites.

There was some discussion about misunderstandings about the type and amount of C&D materials allowed.  Mr. Brown advised he would work on the issue.

There was some general discussion about the citizens being unhappy about the condition of County Roads.

Mr. Allen advised the Waterline and Sewer project to I-10 was almost complete and ready to be tested.  He stated some engineer thinks the lift station needs upgrading but the original specifications and estimates stated the lift station was more than adequate.

Commissioner Baker moved to adjourn and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

At 5:35 P. M. the meeting adjourned.

ATTEST:





______________________








Jerry  Scott,  Chairman

___________________



Suwannee County Board

W. Randy Henderson




Of County Commissioners

Clerk of Circuit Court

PAGE  
1

