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May 19, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date and time.  The following were present:  Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald N. Odom, Sr., and Commissioner Barry Baker.  Also present were County Attorney Hal Airth and Hattie Law, Deputy Clerk.


The meeting was called to order by Chairman Scott with prayer led by Commissioner Odom and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Scott called for additional agenda items to be heard under Item No. 21, Additional Agenda Items.  There were no additional agenda items to be heard.


Chairman Scott asked the Board to consider approval of the minutes of the January 20, 1998 Budget Workshop;  February 5, 1998 Planning Retreat;  March 10, 1998 Recessed Meeting;   April 14, 1998 Non-Ad Valorem Tax Adjustment Board;  April 14, 1998 Special-Called Meeting;  April 21, 1998 Non-Ad Valorem Tax Adjustment Board;  April 21, 1998 Regular Meeting;  April 28, 1998 Recessed Meeting and April 28, 1998 Special-Called Meeting.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to approve the minutes as requested by Chairman Scott.  Commissioner Hillhouse  seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


The next item on the agenda was to consider the adoption of a resolution recognizing Assistant Chief Ben Maguire and Volunteer Firefighters John Boyd and Wayne Michael of the Pine Grove Volunteer Fire department; Paramedics Tony Abbott and Lieutenant Kenneth Willis; and Deputy Sheriff Tony Monforte for outstanding performance during the rescue of Sergeant Sam St. John of the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Department, and a local citizen who were victims of the storm of February 17, 1998 and presentation of plaques by Commissioner Barry Baker to volunteer firefighters for same.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director addressed the Board.  Mr. McDonald stated he just started his 20th year in the Emergency Services field and very rarely has he had the opportunity to recognize individuals for their outstanding work.  Mr. McDonald proceeded to read the resolution aloud. 

Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to adopt a resolution recognizing the above-mentioned individuals for their outstanding performance during the recent storm.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-41.)


Commissioner Baker presented plaques to Assistant Chief Ben Maguire and Volunteer Firefighters John Boyd and Wayne Michael of the Pine Grove Volunteer Fire Department.  The other individuals named are paid county employees and were presented with an original signed copy of the resolution. 


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, presented automatic external defibrillators to Suwannee County Sheriff Alton K. Williams, Jr. and Live Oak Police Chief Nolan McLeod.


Mr. McDonald stated approximately six months ago, the Board was approached with a recommendation by himself, Sheriff Williams and Chief McLeod to participate in a program started by Healthcare Agencies of Shands at Live Oak with a project called Heart-Start.  The idea was to put an automatic external defibrillator in every law enforcement vehicle in the county and city as well as on every fire truck.  There were no funds available locally, so application was made for a grant.  The county received $38,000 from which thirteen devices were purchased.  The devices are in use by the City of Live Oak Police Department and the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Department.  


Chief McLeod explained the process of the automatic external defibrillators.  He stated the device is very easy to use.  Chief McLeod advised the device actually communicates with the officer telling them what to do and he stated this device is going to save lives.


Sheriff Al Williams explained the areas where the defibrillators are located within his department and thanked Mr. McDonald for providing the devices.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director asked the Board to consider adopting a resolution to hold a public hearing on a road closing application filed by William B. Cannon.


Mr. Brown reminded the Board this was discussed a few weeks back.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to adopt a resolution to hold a public hearing on a road closing application filed by William B. Cannon.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-40.)


Mr. Brown advised the Department of Transportation is asking for a maintenance agreement with the county for a traffic signal at the intersection of Skeen Road and U.S. 129.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to sign the maintenance agreement with the Department of Transportation.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (Ray Brown sent agreement addition directly to DOT)


J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries asked the Board to consider approval of Change Order No. 2 in the amount of $1,359.36 to add one additional conduit to power pole for new Branford Library.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to approve the change order in the amount of $1,359.36.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Robinette C. Robinson, Planning & Zoning Director, requested the Board consider preliminary plat approval of Suwannee Brooke South Subdivision.


Ms. Robinson reminded the Board this was scheduled for the March 17, 1998 meeting but was postponed due to some needed revisions.  The subdivision is located on 136-A.  The revised plat consists of six five-acre lots.  Ms. Robinson advised the minimum lot size is five acres and the minimum lot width is 275 feet.  The subdivider is requesting a variance on the required 275 feet minimum lot width on Lot 5, which is only 250.61 feet wide.


Ms. Robinson stated the Subdivision Review Committee has reviewed the proposed subdivision and it appears that approximately 50% of Lot 4 is in the 100-year flood plain.  Ms. Robinson said the committee does not feel that Lot 4 would be suitable for a single family lot and recommends that Lot 4 be combined with Lot 3 for one ten-acre tract.  Ms. Robinson stated approximately one acre of Lot 3 and a small portion of Lot 5 are also in the 100-year flood plain and a large portion of the new lot (Lot 1) that has been added to the west of the original lots.


Ms. Robinson advised that an item that needs to be added to the final plat provided the preliminary plat is approved today, is that a building permit for the construction or location of any residential building or structure shall not be issued for less than one entire lot.


Ms. Robinson explained the concurrency assessment of the subdivision.   She stated she had correspondence from the County Attorney on some concerns.  1) The vicinity map is at a scale of one-inch equals 10,560 feet.  The Land Development Regulations require a minimum scale of one inch equals 2,000 feet.  2) Lot 1 is not contiguous with the rest of the plat.  Lot 1 is separated from Lots 2, 3, 4, and 5 by a 60-foot strip.  Lot 6 is also not contiguous with the rest of the plat.  It is separated from Lots 2, 3, 4 and 5 by a 60-foot strip.  She stated the county attorney says that non-contiguous lots appear to violate the county’s subdivision policy set forth in Section 5.2 of the Land Development Regulations.


Bill Whittington, a representative of the contractor, was present and answered several questions for the Board.


Commissioner Udell said his concern was that a previous subdivision was turned down for similar reasons and suggested some new language be added.


After considerable discussion, Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the preliminary plat of Suwannee Brooke South Subdivision with the exclusion of lots 1 and 6 and that lots 4 and 5 be combined to be sold as a ten-acre plot.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Ms. Robinson also asked the Board to consider final plat approval of Suwannee Brooke North Subdivision.


Ms. Robinson stated this subdivision is located on 48th Street and consists of six five-acre lots.  She reminded the Board the preliminary plat was approved on March 17, 1998 with some revisions.  Ms. Robinson stated most of the revisions have been made.  She said the requirement of paving or concreting a two-foot apron at road right of way and limerocking the remainder of the driveway to the property line has not been met.  Ms. Robinson reminded the Board at the time of the preliminary plat approval some of the lots had already been sold and all the owners of the lots would be required to sign off on the subdivision plat along with the developer.  The proposed final plat indicates there are signature blanks for these lot owners to sign.


Ms. Robinson said she received comments from the county attorney as follows.  Mr. Airth stated the proposed plat appears to comply with the Land Development Regulations with two minor exceptions:  1)  The scale of the vicinity map is drawn as one inch equals 10,560 feet and the Land Development Regulations require a minimum scale of one inch equals 2,000 feet.  2)  Section 5.37.7 of the Land Development Regulations require that the names of the adjacent owners and the acreage surrounding be on the plat and this is missing.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the final plat of Suwannee Brooke North Subdivision pending all of the requirements being met.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott recessed for a brief break.

7:10 P.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, asked the Board to consider the recommendation of the Insurance Committee to renew county employees’ health insurance contract with Av-Med and life insurance renewal with Guarantee Mutual.


Mr. Allen explained the Insurance Committee met recently to discuss the renewal for Group Health Insurance and Life Insurance for the 1998-99 year.  He stated it is the recommendation of the committee to renew the county’s contract with Av-Med Health Plan to include the additional benefit of 3-month mail order prescription drugs.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to approve the recommendation of the Insurance Committee to renew the county employees’ health insurance contract with Av-Med (to include the additional benefit of 3-month mail order prescription drugs) and life insurance renewal with Guarantee Mutual.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


At 7:00 P.M. the Board was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to the appropriation of county funds for the purpose of supporting placement of a proposed amendment on the November 1998 General Election Ballot that would relieve county taxpayers and residents the burden of paying for the state court system and shift the burden to the state.

Commissioner Hillhouse advised the Board the CRC has tentatively approved to place on the ballot for the people to decide who bears the cost in the court system.  Commissioner Hillhouse stated the payment has already been approved but the Attorney General’s opinion is that an ordinance has to be in place to support Article V funding.

Clerk of Circuit Court W. Randy Henderson asked the Board if they fully understand the concept of Article V funding.  Clerk Henderson stated the Board should represent their constituents and if the Board does not understand it, then they do not have the right to spend taxpayer money to promote it.  Clerk Henderson asked the Board if they felt the majority of the citizens of Suwannee County believe in Article V Funding?  He reminded the Board they represent all of the citizens of the county.  Clerk Henderson acknowledged that AGO released an opinion and under that opinion, he as the County Auditor has the right to know that money is being spent on the specific purposes for which it was appropriated.  The Clerk said this expenditure will be done on a reimbursement type basis, not sending a check for the total $9,000.  Clerk Henderson said this will be done after the warrants have been deemed legal and determined this is the wishes of the Board.

Chairman Scott stated the Board has attended several classes and they do understand the Article V Funding.

Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.

There being no comments, Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to approve the ordinance pertaining to the appropriation of county funds for the purpose of supporting placement of a proposed amendment on the November, 1998 General Election Ballot that would relieve county taxpayers and residents the burden of paying for the state court system and shift the burden to the state.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 98-11.)


Next item was a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to approve Special Permit Request No. SP-98-05-01 by J. Hudson Lundy and Sharon P. Lundy to permit a solid waste facility (septic tank operation) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).


Ms. Robinson was sworn in by the County Attorney.


Ms. Robinson proceeded with the staff report.  The property is located approximately three miles from Live Oak on U.S. 90 East next to Musgrove Construction.  The Lundy’s would like to build a 40’ x 60’ shop building and a 40’ x 100’ office/warehouse.  The building would be used to pour septic tanks and store portable toilets, fill dirt and rock.


Ms. Robinson advised public notice was published in the Suwannee Democrat on April 24, 1998 and proof of publication is part of the record.  On April 22, 1998 a notice was mailed to property owners who own the nearby properties.  On April 29, 1998 a sign notifying the public of a zoning hearing was placed in front of the property.


Mr. Lundy was sworn in by the County Attorney.  Mr. Lundy addressed the Board stating he has been engaged in this business for a number of years and is basically trying to clean up his act.  Mr. Lundy said in the 1950’s there were only three families that lived on Lundy Lane and today there is subdivision on the road and approximately 35 – 40 families residing there.  For this reason he would like to relocate his business.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.


There being no public comment, Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to adopt a resolution to approve Special Permit Request No. SP-98-05-01 by J. Hudson Lundy and Sharon P. Lundy to permit a solid waste facility (septic tank operation) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-42.)


Next item was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to approve Special Permit Request No. SP-98-05-02 by Michael Heath Driver and Natalie H. Driver to permit intensive agriculture (eight chicken houses) less than 300 feet from a lot line on property zoned A-1.


Ms. Robinson proceeded with the staff report.  The property is located on 233rd Road south of Dowling Park in the Beulah Church area.  The proposed chicken houses will be less than 300 feet from the east property line.  Ms. Robinson stated the property owner to the east of the subject property has submitted an affidavit to the Zoning Office stating they have no objection to the construction of the chicken houses.  The Driver’s intend to purchase the adjacent property in the near future.


Ms. Robinson advised public notice was published in the Suwannee Democrat on April 24, 1998 and proof of publication is part of the record.  On April 22, 1998 a notice was mailed to property owners who own the nearby properties.  On April 29, 1998 a sign notifying the public of a zoning hearing was placed in front of the property.


Ms. Robinson stated she has completed a concurrency review and has determined this project would be in compliance with the levels of service standards established by the County Comprehensive Plan and a Certificate of Concurrency Compliance is part of the record.


Mr. & Mrs. Driver were sworn in by the County Attorney.  Mrs. Driver stated they live on a 120-acre farm and at present also grow tobacco.  Mrs. Driver stated they do not have any neighbors living on the property adjacent to them.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.


There was discussion about the route the chicken trucks would take to Goldkist.


Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Baker made a motion to adopt a resolution to approve Special Permit Request No. 98-05-02 by Michael Heath Driver and Natalie H. Driver to permit intensive agriculture (eight chicken houses) less than 300 feet from a lot line on property zoned A-1.  Commissioner  Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-43.)


Next public hearing was to consider adoption of an ordinance to approve Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 97-4 by the trustees of Old Sugar Mill Land Trust to amend the land use classification of property from Agriculture-2 to Residential-1 and to change the boundary of the Designated Urban Development Area (DUDA) to include property currently designated Agriculture-1 to Residential-1.


Ms. Robinson stated a rezoning application is being filed simultaneously with this application.  She advised the property is located approximately one mile south of Live Oak off State Road 51.


Ms. Robinson proceeded with the staff report.  Proper notice was published in the Suwannee Democrat on April 24, 1998 and proof of publication is part of the record.  On April 29, 1998 a sign notifying the public of a land use hearing was placed in front of the property. 


Ms. Robinson stated on August 28, 1997 the Planning and Zoning Board conducted a public hearing to consider this proposed amendment and recommended approval.  The Board of County Commissioners conducted a public hearing on September 9, 1997 and voted to forward the application to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) for review and comment.  However, DCA did not initially give approval for the changes, but after supplying the agency with additional information showing there were lands in the Designated Urban Development Area (DUDA) owned by Florida Rock and other areas in the flood plain which were undevelopable and that this application would not actually increase the potential number of dwellings in the DUDA, DCA gave its approval.


Ronnie Poole was sworn in by the County Attorney.


Commissioner Udell asked the size of the Old Sugar Mill property.  Mr. Poole replied 320 acres.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.


Mr. Poole answered some questions for the audience and explained the restrictions of the area stating the homes would be mostly manufactured housing but that site built homes would not be prohibited.


Mr. Allen interjected the county does not enforce deed restrictions that it is up to the developer/owner to carry out the restrictions.

Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Baker  made a motion to adopt an ordinance to approve Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 97-4 by the Trustees of Old Sugar Mill Land Trust to amend the land use classification of property from Agriculture-2 to Residential-1 and to change the boundary of the Designated Urban Development Area (DUDA) to include property currently designated Agriculture-1 to Residential-1.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 98-09.)


The Board held a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to approve Rezoning Request No. RZ0104 by the Trustees of Old Sugar Mill Land Trust to amend the zoning classification of property from Agriculture-1 (A-1) to Residential Single Family-1 (RSF-1) and from Agriculture-2 (A-2) to RSF-1.


Ms. Robinson gave the staff report.  Proper notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat on April 24, 1998 and proof of publication is part of the record.  On April 29, 1998 a sign notifying the public of a zoning hearing was placed in front of the property.


Ms. Robinson advised the Planning and Zoning Board conducted a public hearing on August 28, 1997 and unanimously recommended approval.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.


There being no comments from the public, Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to adopt an ordinance to approve Rezoning Request No. RZ0104 by the Trustees of Old Sugar Mill Trust to amend the zoning classification of property from Agriculture-1 (A-1) to Residential Single Family-1 (RSF-1) and from Agriculture-2 (A-2) to RSF-1.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 98-10.)


Chairman Scott called for a brief recess.

8:10 P.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


Next a public hearing was held to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to the establishment of a juvenile curfew.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.


John Yulee stated the problem he sees with the curfew is if a child is expelled from school then he/she will be confined to home and has no freedom to move around.  He stated this is in violation of that child’s civil rights.


Harold Hardee advised he has many more concerns than does Mr. Yulee.  He referenced the second paragraph that states “an alarmingly high proportion of crime is committed by juveniles and much of this crime takes place during night-time hours”.  Mr. Hardee stated you reap what you sow and if the kids see adults out roaming the streets after midnight then that’s what they want to do.  He stated he feels the ordinance will be selectively enforced.  Mr. Hardee slandered the Board for drafting the ordinance and for stealing his tax dollars in the process.


Chairman Scott advised Mr. Hardee the Board did not draw-up the ordinance and they have not voted yes or no to adopt the ordinance.


Brianne Mesker, an eleven-year old addressed the Board stating that she personally would be affected by the ordinance.  Ms. Mesker stated there are 6,000 students in Suwannee County.  Of this number roughly 100 have been “termed” delinquent.  Ms. Mesker said this leaves 5900 minors that will suffer for something they did not do.  Ms. Mesker stated the daytime part of the curfew places all minors in a position of having to prove their innocence.  She asked if the Board could do this with a clear conscience and wondered if this was the USA her generation has to look forward to?


Bryant Livingston  advised the problem started when the government told parents they could not chastise their children.


Jonathan Arnold, a twelve-year old addressed the Board.  Mr. Arnold referenced the laws of hunting and safety and also that he is not allowed to drive a vehicle until he is sixteen.  Mr. Arnold stated he is home-schooled and sometimes finishes his work before school is dismissed.  He said he likes to ride his bike and if the ordinance is passed, he would be prohibited from doing so.


Virginia Arnold mother of the twelve year old stated she has studied the ordinance and reviewed it at length with her children.  She stated there is too much in this ordinance that goes against the rights of children.  She agreed the ordinance is a good intention but it is a futile attempt to take out the bad and leave the good.


Lilah Udell addressed the Board as a parent and as an educator.  She stated she is a Christian and that she works daily with over 600 children in the school system.  She explained that what she has encountered is that children need a lot of love.  She begged the Board to give the children of Suwannee County something to look forward to.


James Tooten stated he has four children.  He said he had good parents but there were a lot of things he did that his parents never even knew about, but in their eyes he was a “good” kid.  Mr. Tooten urged the Board not to consider the ordinance.


Natalie Mesker eight years old said she feels that kids should be allowed outside the house.  She asked if this is a free country, then how can anyone tell the kids they cannot be outside their homes?  Isn’t this discrimination?


Debbie Eades thanked the Board for listening to the concerns of the audience and voiced her opposition to the ordinance.


Art Chadwick stated apparently there is a problem, or else this meeting wouldn’t be taking place.  Mr. Chadwick said everyone is going to have to work together to do something.  He stated the children have to be trained by their parents, it is not the responsibility of the Board of County Commissioners nor law enforcement officers.  Mr. Chadwick urged everyone to stand up and act according to the Constitution.  Mr. Chadwick gave the Board a copy of a proposal to consider.


Patricia Ann Jones a single parent of one child stated that she punishes her child for his wrongdoings.    Ms. Jones urged the Board and citizens of the county to put the problem in God’s hands.


Marsha Fallock stated her mother and father  left a country that was communist to come to America where they would have freedom.  She stated in his country, her father was quite wealthy, but when he left the country, he was forced to leave everything behind.  Ms. Fallock asked why does the government want to punish her and her family when only two percent of the children are causing the problems?


Bryan Mesker showed the Board the Florida Book of Law and stated this is what each law enforcement officer must know.  Mr. Mesker stated there is no need for an ordinance, because the laws are already in place.  Mr. Mesker said the one good thing is that the proposed ordinance has raised public awareness.


Rev. F.W. Williams Co-Chairman of the committee that worked on the ordinance said it was his intention to do what he was asked to do.  He stated it has been a joy to work with the great citizens of the county.  He expressed his appreciation that he lives in a country where there is freedom of speech.  He stated it was never his intention to make anyone feel entrapped so that they could not go and come as they please.  He said if the people pray there will be a solution to what faces the citizens of Suwannee County.


John Saniford gave a brief description of his childhood growing up in Tampa stating he and his brothers were known as the boys that raised themselves because of his parent’s separation.  Mr. Saniford stated the reason he bought property in Suwannee County nearly forty years ago was because of its “clean-living”.  Mr. Sanford said there is a lot things that the county could do to support the community.

There being no further comments from the public, Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Udell stated he agreed with everything he has heard tonight.  Commissioner Udell made a motion to deny the adoption of the juvenile curfew ordinance.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  Commissioner Hillhouse stated he feels the parents should take the responsibility of raising their own children.

Commissioner Baker stated he felt there was no intent of malice by the Sheriff or Chief of Police when this ordinance was proposed  He stated he felt they were not looking for control but rather looking out for the safety of the kids.  Commissioner Baker stated the committee did the task they were asked to perform.  Commissioner Baker said responsibility must start in the home and work its way up to the government not vice versa.  Commissioner Baker added he takes his freedom very seriously.

Commissioner Odom stated he was opposed to the ordinance.  He said he raised three boys and he did not need anyone to tell him what to do, he had his own “ordinance” in place and it worked very well.

Chairman Scott stated he agreed with everything that was said and called for a vote.

The motion to deny adoption of the juvenile curfew ordinance carried unanimously.

The Chairman recessed for a break.
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       Live Oak, Florida

9:10 P.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


Next item on the agenda was to consider approval of a permit agreement with Florida Power Corporation for the use of a ten foot strip, six-tenths of a mile long of Florida Power Corporation property from the end of the Branford Greenway Trail north to County Road 248 (Little River Springs Road).


Mr. Allen advised this is something that has been in the making for a long time.  He stated Florida Power is reserving the right to put power lines in should it become necessary.  The county, not Florida Power Corporation will assume liability if someone is injured on the trail.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve a permit agreement with Florida Power Corporation for the use of a ten foot strip, six tenths of a mile long of Florida Power Corporation property from the end of the Branford Greenway Trail north to County Road 248 (Little River Springs Road).  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. -pending.)


Clerk of Circuit Court W. Randy Henderson asked the Board to consider approval of a dual-accountability system of maintaining the county’s fixed asset records.


Clerk Henderson gave a brief history of how the fixed assets were handled.  Clerk Henderson stated the Clerk’s Association advised the Clerks it was not their responsibility to account for the fixed assets, therefore, he gave the responsibility to the Board.   The Clerk’s recommendation was for the Board to approve a dual-accountability system of maintaining the County’s fixed asset records.  This would allow the Clerk to take over the financial responsibility but continue to allow the county the responsibility for the field work.


Commissioner Baker made a motion to approve the request of Clerk Henderson for a dual-accountability system of maintaining the county’s fixed asset records.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


County Attorney Hal Airth asked the Board to consider approval of subordination of S.H.I.P. lien for Connie D. Odom.  The purpose of the request is to allow Ms. Odom to refinance at a fixed rate of 7.375 percent with a fixed monthly payment of $450.


Commissioner Odom clarified this was not a relative of his.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to approve the subordination of S.H.I.P. lien for Connie D. Odom.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next item on the agenda was discussion of the deficit in Fine & Forfeiture Fund.


Commissioner Hillhouse advised the Finance Committee and Mr. Powell met with Sheriff Willliams earlier in the day.  The Commissioner stated Mr. Powell got a lot of actual numbers (not budgeted numbers) and amounts of expenses and projections of what the Sheriff thinks he is going to do.  Mr. Powell is going to analyze those amounts and try to come up with some projections.  Commissioner Hillhouse advised the committee is supposed to meet again next week.  He stated Diane Herring, Chief Deputy of Finance, is also a member of the committee and she advised that currently Fine & Forfeiture has ample funds to pay the outstanding warrants that are ready to be paid.  Commissioner Hillhouse said there is no recommendation at this time from the Finance Committee.


Chairman Scott opened the floor for public comments.


John Saniford, a resident on 217th Road in the Dowling Park area stated there have been problems with 217th Road for some time.  He advised the former commissioner from his district told him 217th Road would not be paved in his lifetime, although it is one of the most heavily traveled roads in the county.  Mr. Saniford stated this is because of the chicken trucks going to and from Goldkist.  He asked the Board to consider lowering  the speed limit on 217th Road.  Mr. Saniford stated he was willing to do his part in getting the road paved even if it means more taxes.


Next item was staff reports.


Mr. Allen brought the Board up to date on the engineering report on the Civil Division of the Sheriff’s Department.  He said it appears there is some sink hole activity under the building that has caused some sinking to the structure.  He stated estimates to do pressure grouting range from $60,000 - $80,000.  Mr. Allen said the engineers advised that putting the grouting in could cause possibility of further settling and cause further cracking of the building.  Mr. Allen stated the cost of a new roof is estimated to cost another $40,000 - $50,000.  He also advised the property is approximately four feet below the 100-year flood elevation.  Mr. Allen said his recommendation was not to put money in the old building but to invest in a new building.  Mr. Allen reported the engineer did not see the building as a safety problem as far as employees working in the building.


There was discussion on applying for FEMA funds and also on looking at available property on which to rebuild.


Mr. Allen said he would advise FEMA and the Insurance company that the County does not want to put any additional money into the old building.


Mr. Brown discussed with the Board the equipment at the landfill.  He stated the county plans on keeping the landfill open and gave the options of the City of Live Oak staying with the county or if they decide to withdraw.  Mr. Brown said if the City leaves, it extends the life of the land-cell, if they stay, it shortens the life.  Mr. Brown stated he has worn-out equipment at the landfill and wanted to know what direction the Board wishes to take in replacing the equipment.  Mr. Brown said there is a nine-year old compactor (816B) that is to be replaced.  The cost estimate of repairs on the machine is approximately $50,000 to keep it operating.  Mr. Brown said this figure only covers the new hubs and wheels.  He stated the transmission has already been replaced and the engine could fail at any time because of the age of the machine.  Mr. Brown said a decision needs to be made as to whether to keep the machine another year or go ahead and purchase a new compactor.  The price of a new machine is $251,600.  Mr. Brown advised the 816B machine can be purchased on a buy-back plan, but that he is not sure of the rates.  Mr. Brown said he has a 613C Caterpillar  pan that is ready to go back this year on the buy-back program and the Board needs to decide whether to keep the machine or let it go back on the buy-back plan.  Mr. Brown said the buy-back would be $77,500 trade-in on a new machine.  Mr. Brown said he also has a D6H high trac dozier that is due for buy-back also this year.  The trade-in value of this machine is $72,500.  Mr. Brown said the 613C pan will cost $216,000, the dozier D6H is $224,000.  Mr. Brown estimated to replace all the machines would cost approximately $700,000.  


Mr. Brown said he does not see a problem with keeping the 613C pan and also the dozier.  Mr. Brown said he feels the machines can be maintained until the life runs out on the land-cell.  Mr. Brown recommended buying a new compactor and asked the Board for direction.


Mr. Brown said he had budgeted to buy a new garbage truck this year but the truck he wants to buy is not available at this time.  Mr. Brown suggested the money set aside for the new truck be carried over into the next budget year.


Mr. Brown reminded the Board the salaries for the collection center employees have not yet been funded.


There was discussion as to what the City has decided to do.  Mr. Brown stated he has received no official confirmation.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated he liked the idea of replacing the compactor and buying the other equipment outright.  This was the general consensus of the Board.


Clerk Henderson stated it is the Board’s responsibility to furnish him with office space.  The Clerk advised the Board he has employees working until 7:00 P.M. trying to stay up with the case load.  Because he has no space, he cannot hire another employee.  Clerk Henderson said he has spoken with John Carmichael the owner of the Home Hardware building and he is willing to rent at $14.50 per square foot.  The Clerk reminded the Board that if he has money left over in his budget at the end of the year, he turns it back over to the Board.  He stated if he has to rent the building, then he will have to amend his budget to include the rental.  Clerk Henderson asked the Board to consider other ways he can obtain office space.  He advised he is in need of 3000 square feet.  Clerk Henderson said it would be cheaper to hire another person rather than paying seven people overtime.  However, at this time he said he has no other choice because he has no space.  Clerk Henderson advised other Clerk’s annex their Finance Departments and Recording Departments.  Because of fire protection, the Clerk stated he would prefer to leave the Recording Department in the vault.


In answer to a question, Clerk Henderson responded he did not know if Mr. Carmichael would consider selling the building, but he would be happy to contact him.


Commissioner Baker reminded the Board that earlier the commissioners had discussed each of them kicking in some money from their own pockets to have a dinner to show the volunteer fire departments and sheriff’s posse how much they are appreciated for all the hard work and long hours served during the recent storm.  He suggested having a barbeque chicken dinner the second week in June inviting all the volunteers and Public Works employees along with Sheriff’s Department employees.  Commissioner Baker stated he would also like to invite FDLE employees.


Chairman Scott stated the next item was to consider approval of payment of invoices of Batch number 98-367  through 98-390  in the amount of $900,854.75.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to approve payment of invoices Batch number 98-367  through 98-390 in the amount of $900,854.75.  Commissioner Hillhouse     seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

    SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS



      DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS FOR MAY 19, 1998

FUND








AMOUNT

001
GENERAL FUND




$
544,946.63

116
FINE & FORFEITURE




  99,408.42

118
STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE



       247.84

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND



    8,223.78

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND




    8,689.60

126
EMS GRANT FUND





       188.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT


    3,185.84

129
LAW EDUCATION





       965.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE




122,352.74

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT


  20,165.95

171
LIBRARY FUND





  38,778.35

172
RECREATION FUND




  10,799.71

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION



  14,129.52

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL




  28,773.37


GRAND TOTAL




$
900,854.75


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Baker made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.  The motion carried unanimously.


The meeting adjourned at 10:20 P.M.







_____________________________







JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN
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CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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