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May 14, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

City Council Chambers


6:00 P. M.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners held a special meeting on this date and time.  The meeting was held jointly with members of the Live Oak City Council and the Branford Town Council at the Live Oak City Council Chambers.  Present were: Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Douglas Udell, Commissioner Donald Odom Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, and Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson.  Also present were members of the Live Oak City Council and the Branford Town Council.


Chairman Scott led the invocation and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.  


Chairman Scott announced the primary purpose of the meeting was to obtain input from the three governing bodies concerning a proposed juvenile protection ordinance imposing curfews on juveniles.  The chairman also announced there would be an opportunity for input from the public but this was not a scheduled public hearing on the proposal and there was a public hearing scheduled for May 19, 1998.


Julie Ulmer, Co Chairman of the Citizens Advisory Council, which drafted the proposed legislation, addressed the Board.  Ms. Ulmer explained some of the specific items contained in the proposed ordinance and answered several questions.


Commissioner Udell questioned the possible impact on law enforcement manpower needs.


Live Oak Chief of Police, Nolan Mcleod addressed the Board and advised the proposed ordinance would not create a need for additional manpower as the related policing activity is already an obligation.  He advised the ordinance would be an additional tool in being proactive regarding juvenile crime.


Ms. Shirley Clark of the Branford Town Council asked several questions of Ms. Ulmer regarding the items in the ordinance that addressed businesses’ responsibilities and liabilities.


Reverend Williams the Co-Chairman of the Advisory Council assisted Ms. Ulmer in addressing some of the business questions.


Chairman Scott noted there were several areas concerning businesses that should to be clarified in the language of the ordinance.


Commissioners Hillhouse and Udell both commented the ordinance seemed to make everyone responsible for juvenile misbehavior when the parents should be primarily responsible.  Both Commissioners also commented the ordinance was an infringement upon the law-abiding juveniles of the County.


Live Oak Councilman George Blake stated he would like to hear more comment from the public, and if the public could not address their boards, everyone may as well go home.


Branford Councilperson Clark requested to hear from Sheriff Alton K. Williams.


Sheriff Williams addressed the Board.  Sheriff Williams advised he and Chief McLeod requested this ordinance be explored.  He thought the ordinance could be a useful and positive tool, but would abide by the wishes of the Board.  


There was a general discussion regarding enforcement of the ordinance with different scenarios of passage and non-passage in the cities and county.


Commissioner Baker and Commissioner Udell had several questions of the Sheriff regarding enforcement problems.  


Sheriff Williams advised that at some point as with most law enforcement, there is discretion and the good common sense of the enforcement officers must be relied upon.


Commissioner Baker advised that personal liberties should not be left up to someone else’s exercise of common sense.


Chief McLeod noted that the representatives appointed to the Advisory Council seemed not to have represented the various board members view’s as there seemed to be considerable dissention.


Chairman Scott point out that the Advisory Council’s job was not to represent the view of a board member, but to independently explore the need and viability of the issue.  The various board members can express their own views after receiving input, when it is time to make a decision on the proposal.


Reverend Williams suggested the three boards meet in private without the public in attendance to discuss the issues of the ordinance.


Chairman Scott explained government in the sunshine to Reverend Williams.

Several persons in the audience spoke regarding the issue. Most were against the passage of the ordinance.


There was discussion that the purpose of the meeting was for the three boards to gather input from the other boards and to express their ideas on the issue. 


Chairman Scott reminded everyone decisions were not being made at this time. He reminded all that there would be public hearings at the regular Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners Meeting on May 19, 1998.  He invited the public to attend and those who had not had an opportunity to speak could do so.


At 7:45 P. M., Chairman Scott adjourned the meeting.

______________________.

Jerry  Scott,   Chairman

Suwannee  County  Board 

Of County Commissioners

ATTEST:

__________________

W. Randy Henderson

Clerk of Circuit Court
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